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TO THE 


INHABITANTS 


OP THE 

PARISHES OF SHRIVENHAM AND ENGLEFIELD, 

IN THE COUNTY OF BERKS. 


MY DEAR PARISHIONERS^ 

The volume which I now put into your hands, has 
no pretensions to novelty of argument or of illus- 
tration. My object is, in a plain way to call your 
attention to certain important doctrines, which, as 
members of the Church of England, you all acknow 
ledge; and to point out the practical effects 
real belief in these doctrines ^ ought to produce upon 
your hearts and ^onduct. 

I 

You were long since taught, thaj the chief Artmles 
of Faith are, belief in God the Father, who created; 
in God the Son, who redeemed ; and God the 
Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth you. These are the 
doctrines which I here wish to impress ^pon your 
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mp'jL^* And/ since btlieve nor ido 

any thing , well without tho-^'ace of God, I have 
added Five Sermons on some xxf the principal means 
of obtaining that grace, and of renewing and 
strengthening within you firm religious principles^ 
Permit me to hope, that you will peruse this little 
volume with seriousness and attention, particularly 
at those seasons to which the discourses which it 
contains are particularly appropriate:^ — the Sermon 
3n Redemption, on Good Friday ; that on the Holy 
Spirit, on Whit Sunday; and that on Judgment, in 
the season of Advent. To the discourse on the 
Baptismal Vow, I humbly request the attention of 
all ; but especially that of parenU^ when they bring 
a child to be baptized ; and that of those, who by 
sickness or any other affliction are solemnly ad- 
monished “ to remember the profession which they 

made unto God in their Baptism.” The times in 
which we live, and my |)ersuasion of the justness of 
. elaims of the ministerial office to attention and 
res|^ct, induced me to add the Sermon on the Christ- 
ian Priesthood.. . 

j|n the. Sermons dn the "ChTistian Character, 
w^ich stand nextj l by ho .Ineans pretend toil give a 
Complete body, pf Christian duty. I merely wish to 
enforce ' the^cultivatioii of such virtues, as^ from the 
obserVafibJ(f ' whiq}i I ha\h made, seemed' most to 
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require notibeS > As an^infcroduction- ta \rfiat follo\^ 
I first 1 endeavour to icoimnce , you, thiafc real jpma*-. 
Uetd ,hoUmss’ i&, the great design o£ the Christiaii 
dispensatioii^i ' Then^ as the hve of. God^ is styled 
by our Lord the first and great commandment, I 
give to that the first place in my statement of par- 
ticular duties. To the love of God, the love of 
the world is one of the chief obstacles; I therefore’ 
proceed to caution you against the spiritual dan^ 
gers which, are occasioned by the things of ike 
wrW^~and the men of the world^^ Afflictions^ 
Baay, by unthinking persons, be looked upon asr 
tokens of God’s displeasure, and may consequently 
tend to lessen our love to liim, I have added,, 
therefore, a Sermon on the temper with which afilic- 
tions ought to be borne. Next follows humility^ ^ 
a grace or virtue of the utmost importance with 
respect to God, to our neighbour, and to ourselves. 

love of man'^ is the ^ound-work of all the 
duties of the second table, and seemed to demand 
particular consideration. The subjects of mos^T of 
the following Sermons® were suggested by the 
latter part of th«» fifth chapter to the Ephesians, in 
which St. Paul' memtions tBe virtues which oi^ht* 
to chaawicterize him, who has *^’ put on the n.w 

J * Serta.JXIiI. . / » Sertia. XIV* 

7 Serm. XVIII. « Senuons XIX, XX, XXI, Xl^I, & XXIlI. 





‘ a!t6 vices 

so pr^alehtj'tHat^l ffelt it 

yoti agtfnst ‘thenl.' The on cKariiy ^ is a!dded, 

as a sbirt of shiintttaly of the ' disdouw^ v^^ch 

preicedk it, " 

In^ Sethibiis on * Suigects so nearly irelated to each 
other, you will probably find many instances of 
repetition. I did not take much pains to avoid, or 
to correct this, as the duties which I inculcate, 
require to be enforced with ^ line upon line, and 

precept upon precept.” The repetition of the 
quotations from Scripture cannot be otherwise than 
useful. 

Possibly some persons may think, that I ought 
not to have omitted the too common vices of swear- 
ing, drunkenness, and uncha^ity. But I was unwill- 
ing to increase unneceslarily the size of the volume ; 

against these vices, thefe are on the list of the 
Soflety for Promoting Christian Knowledge, several 
excellent little Tracts, ready at all times to be dis- 
tributed among you, as neec^gjjKdl require and 
occasion shall be given?” 

1 have addfi^ Six Sermons on some of the most 
important of the Relative Duties. 

. 1 Seatu XftV. » Seta. XXV. * Serin: XXVI. 





St. iPaul^ eshpifta th^v ^ 

Colpssiansi to /* w^,i^ca;thy ofj ^ ycjw^tip^ 

^^witli they werp. qaI|e^v-77ibo Ky^,, as tecpmies 
Chr^tians j— an4 wheii he $el^ thei^i the.trw 
Christian doctrine — ‘‘ the truth as it is in Jesn^f? 
— ^is that which teaches to put off the old man, 
“which is corrupt according to, the deceitful, lilats,” 
-r-“ and to put on the new poAU, which after God 

is created in righteousness and true holiness 

he goes on to mention, particularly, several of 

those sins which .real Christians must avoid, and 

several of those moral graces,, those virtues in heart 

and conduct, which Christians should endeavour to 

acquire. Among these virtues, a distinguished 

place is assigned, in both Epistles, to attention 

to the relative duties ; — those duties which result 

from the several relations of husband and wife, of 

parent and child, of master and servant. The en- 

♦ 

forcement of these duties occupies a considerable 
part of the two concluding chapters of each ^ 
these Epistles ; and it appeared to me to be a n^t 
fit subject for the pastoral addresses of a minister of 
the Gospel 

In a similar manner, among tl^e moral precepts 
towards the conclusion of the Epistle to the 
mans, much stress is laid by St. j?a^ upon the 
observance of the duties of subjects; duties which 
are strongly enforced also by St. ^eter 2i • his first 
Epistle, 
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ith respect to all the relative dixies, I would 
fnate one observation ; which is, that they are not 
in such a sense reciprocal, as that if one party' 
should fail in the performance of those which pe-^ 
culiarly belong to him, the other is thereby justified 
in being guilty of a similar neglect. Upon this- 
subject, however, I shall take the liberty to make' 
use of the words of a living writer, who is equally* 
distinguished for fairness and candour of mind, and 
for accuracy of reasoning. The relations existing 
among mankind, in which there are duties required 
on both sides, may be divided into two classes ; 
those in which the parties are mutually responsible 
to each other, and those in which they are not. To 
the former class belong all partnerships, mercantile 
bargains, and, in short, the great mass of voluntary 
dealings between man and man. In all these cases, 
not only is each party bound in conscience to the 
fulfilment of his part ftf tlic agreement, but being 
Responsible to each other for that fulfilment, if 
BuWer party fail in performing his engagement, the 
3ther is at once released from his obligation, by 
the dissolution of this conditio n ^, compact. — The 
Dther class of relations is of a widely different na- 
!:\ire. It comprehends not only that between go- 
vernor and su^*ect, but between parent and child, 
3etween kindred in general, between husband and 
ivife, and between every man and his neighbours. 
.n all these cases, there are indeed obligations on 
3 oth ^sides, but the garti|s are not mutually re- 
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sponsible to other. PareMs are nq less 
in -conscience to take care of their children, than 
cMidren to htonorir their parents ; and to God the 
parents are responsible for the performance of this 
duty; but let not children suppose that every neg- 
lect of duty on the part of the parent absolves them 
from theirs The case is similar with respect to 
the other relative duties. 

That the Sermons now published may be instru- 
mental in promoting the glory of God and the 
edification of those who read them, is the sincere 
wish and prayer of 

Your affectionate Pastor, 

EDWARD BERENS. 


* See Mr* Whately’s excellent Sermon, The Christian Duty of^ 
Obedience to Rulers/’ preached Jan. 30,1821. 
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SERMON I. 


FAITH. 


2 Cor. xiii. 5. 

“ Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith : prove 
your own selves.” 

I KNOW not any admonition in the Scriptures 
•which has a stronger claim tp our attention, 
than that which calls upon us to examine our- 
selves whether we be in the faith. 

In discoursing on this subject, it is my in- 
tention, First, to speak of the necessity of 
Faith ; Secondly, to point out certain marks 
or tokens, by which we inay judge, whether 
we are in the Faith or not ; and. Thirdly, ^ 
mention some of the means of increasing am 
strengthening Faith. 

By Faith, I mean that strong belief of the 
truths revealed to us in, the word of God, 
which disposes us to perforin what is there 
commanded ; — such belief, particularly df 
those doctrines, which are shortljHjrought to- 
gether in the Apostles’ Creed. 

I. The necessity of faith ^s self-evident; 
for there can be no religion at all without 

33 h 
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" He th5t tJolHith to' God “roust believe 
" that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him The pur- 
pose of religion is, to teach us how to please 
God ; but, “ without hiith it is impossible to 
please liini It appears that the object 
W'hich God had in view, when he made a reve- 
lation of himself to the world, was the deliver- 
ance of men from a state of sin, and con- 
sequently of misery and death, and the 
leading them on to holiness of living, and 
happiness. The attainment of this object 
was one great reason why he sent his Son 
down upon earth ; for he came, we are told, 
to " purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
“ zealous of good works '* he came to teach 
us that “ denying ungodliness and worldly 
“ lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
“ and godly in this present world In 
order to be thus zealous of good works, in 
order to live thus soberly, righteously, and 
-^odly, the corruption of man’s nature must 
be subdued, its bent or bias to evil must be 
overcome, some of his strongest passions and 
appetites and desires mus^ be resisted and 
denied. To prevail upon him to do this, 
vd^y powerful .motives are necessary ; and 
^ch motives, the most powerful and prevail- 
ing possiblB^are supplied by faith. “ Faith,” 
says the apostle, “ is the substance of things 

• • 

’ ^eb. xi. 6. ’ Ibid. ’ Titus ii. 14 . * Titus ii. 12 . 



Faith. 


3 


hoped for, the evidence of things not seen 
that is, a lively faith “ gives such a reality, 
“ certainty, and present being, to things 
hoped for, and yet to come, as if they were 
" visibly seen and actually enjoyed Such 
faith alarms our fears on the one hand, by the 
threatening of never-ending torments, ’and 
invites our hopes on the other, by the pro- 
mise of eternal happiness ; and by the con- 
templation of the awful humiliation of the 
Son of God, and of his dreadful sufferings for 
our sake, excites a hatred of sin, and enforces 
obedience and holiness of living by the 
strongest motives to thankfulness and love. 
Indeed, so essential is faith to genuine holi- 
ness of living, that (as we are taught by the 
Scriptures, and from them by our Church) no 
works, however fair they may be in outward 
appearance, are really good and acceptable to 
God, unless they proceed* from a principle of 
faith. Conduct or actions proceeding entirely, 
from worldly views and motives, must r/ft 
look beyond this world for their recompence. 
They have their reward, if they have it at all, 
here, and here only. As they have nothing to 
do with the motives, so tfiey have nothing.to 
do with the promises of religioh. * 

But farther, the necessity of &ith appears 
most strongly, after the consideration, that 
faith is the instrument or condition of our 


’ Heb. xi. 1. 


* 


® Burkitt. • 
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^ijfliStification. As sinners, (and if we say that 
we are not sinners, we may be sure that we 
deceive ourselves, and that the truth is not in 
us :) — as sinners, I say, we are liable to God’s 
wrath and condemnation. Now, if we at all 
believe the word of God, we must know, that 
we have no well-grounded hope of escaping 
that condemnation, excepting what we derive 
from the atonement made by the death of his 
Son. The benefits, however, of that atone- 
ment, (in the case at least of those to whom 
the Gospel is preached), are extended to 
those only who believe in it. to those only 
who have faith. Hence it is that justification 
is by the Scriptures, and from the Scriptures 
by our Church, attributed to faith; by which 
word they mean, not a barren speculative 
assent of the understanding, but a belief 
which has effect on the heart, by producing 
holy dispositions and affections ; and on the 
conduct, by producing good works 
ift^short, which xoorketh by love, love both to 
God and man. 

Since therefore faith is so necessary ; since 
without faith there can be •no real religion ; 
since faith is so essential to good works and 
holiness of living ; since without faith it is 
impossible please God, impossible to be 
justified ; the inquiry whether we are in the 
faith, becomes of the very greatest import- 
ance. Allow m*b then, my friends, to adopt 
the admonition of the tipostle, and anxiously 
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and earnestly to exhort you to “ examiaua. 
“ yourselves, whether ye be in the faith.” 
There are, it is possible, in existence some of 
those fools who say in their hearts, that there 
is no God, and are even daring enough to 
avow their mad unbelief with their lips. 
There are others, who while they profess to 
believe in God, yet refuse to believe in Jesus 
Christ whom he hath sent. To such men I 
am not now speaking. You profess and call 
yourselves Christians; and not only Chris- 
tians in general, but members of the Church 
of England. As such, you take part in the 
Church-service, and join in saying the 
Apostles’ Creed. But allow me to ask, may 
there not be some among j^ou, who have 
never paid attention to the several articles of 
which that Creed consists? who have never 
considered what they mean by the words 
which they use ? who’, having been born in a 
Christian country, of Christian parents, take 
it for granted that they are Christians ayri 
matter of course, without considering seri- 
ously whether they are Christians in reality, 
or only in name .^ind profession ? Permit me 
then to ask you, do you’ really believe what 
you say you believe? Are you really pej;- 
suaded of the truth of these leading articles 
of faith ; and does your belief show itself to 
be real, by the effects which it produces on 
your hearts and lives ? Thfise are certainly 
very important questions ; but important and 

B 3 • 
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cbtious as they are, I fear that tViere may be 
some, whose consciences cannot give them 
an answer of peace. To what are justly con- 
sidered as the chief articles in the Creed, I 
mean to call your attention hereafter : but 
try yourselves by any one of the plainest and 
most acknowledged doctrines of religion ; 
take, for instance, the immortality of the 
soul, and a future state of rewards and pu- 
nishments; do you really believe in these 
things ? are you really persuaded that after 
death you will come to life again, and exist 
for ever, either in happiness or in misery? 
Certainly if you really do believe this, it 
ought to have an influence upon every part 
of your conduct. It might well be expected, 
that the thoughts of a future state would 
never be long out of your head. The alter- 
native, whether we shall be for ever happy 
in the presence of (jod, or whether w'e sliall 
be for thousands and thousands of years — to 
ETERNITY — tormented with the devil 
ana his angels in that sad fire which never 
shall be quenched, is an alternative so awfully 
serious, that it should seen^ impossible to be 
indifferent about if, impossible not to think 
^f* it often, impossible not to live with a con- 
stant view to it. But is this the case with us? 
Are there^nbne who are careless about reli- 
gion, who,appear to be indifferent as to what 
may become of ‘them in another world ? Can 
we qpnsider such men really believing ? 
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Suppose, like the martyr Stephen, you saw-^ 
heaven opened and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God, and that you were allowed 
actually to behold the glory and happiness of 
that blessed place, would you not wish and 
strive to be admitted there 1 Or suppose, on 
the other hand — dreadful as the supposition 
is — yet suppose, that you actually saw the 
miseries of the condemned ; that you beheld 
that horrible place, of which our Lord says ’, 
the fire never shall be quenched : suppose 
you saw the wretched guilty tormented in 
that flame, and witnessed their weeping and 
w'ailing tind gnashing of teeth ! would not 
the sight prevail upon you to leave your sins, 
and to try to wmrk out your -salvation with 
fear and trembling ; to be religious in good 
earnest ? But remember, that “ faith is the 
“ evidence of things not seen,” and ought to 
have the same effect upon us. A man who 
really believes in heaven and hell, will natu- 
rally wish and try — try in good earnest-yto 
obtain the one, and avoid the other. 

All the concerns of common life are carried 
on by a sort of* faith. Why does the mer- 
chant leave the wife of *his bosom, and ,the 
endearments of his children, and the comfoi^s 
of his home, and encounter F^jdships and 
danger in distant lands ? Because he be- 
lieves that his adventure will be foK his advan- 

* Marttix. 43, ixt. 
w 4* 
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tage, and will increase his wealth and the 
means of future enjoyment. Why does the 
farmer rise early, and late take rest, and eat 
the bread of carefulness, and spend large 
sums of money in tilling and preparing the 
ground ? because he believes that a harvest 
wiir come, which will repay all that he has 
laid out with increase. Why does the la- 
bourer bear the burden and heat of the day, 
and spend his strength in the cultivation of 
another man’s field ? Because he believes 
that at the week’s end he shall receive his 
wages. If we really believe in a future state, 
ought not our belief to have a like effect upon 
us ? If we really believe in the kingdom of 
heaven, shall we not regard it as a pearl of 
great pince, which well deserves that we 
should, if it is necessary, part with every 
thing in order to obtain it ‘ ? If we really be- 
lieve that he, who 4n good earnest worketh 
the work of God, who tries zealously, in reli- 
dlVice on God’s grace, to lead a holy life, shall 
gather fruit unto life eternal ; will not such 
belief induce us to labour as steadily and 
earnestly at least as those who work for 
eafthly wages ? if instead of regarding the 
«are of the soill as the one thing needful, we 
attend to Jt, but little, or not at all ; if, in- 
stead of seeking the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness in the first place *, we seek the 


Matt. xiii. 46. 


Matt. vi. 33. 
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good things *of this world, or the gratification, 
of our own lusts, or appetites, or fancies, 
before and more than the kingdom of heaven ; 
surely we show that our profession of faith 
is a mere pretence, or that, at the best, our 
faith is miserably weak. 

Perhaps this part of the subject may be 
placed in a stronger point of view, if we are 
somewhat more particular, and shortly reflect 
upon some of the peculiar properties or 
offices of faith. One of its properties is, that 
it enables us to overcome the world ; “ this 
“ is the victory that overcometh the world, 
“ even our faith*. ’ Now consider seriously, 
have you, my friends, overcome the world, 
or does the world overcome you ? You re- 
nounced the pomps and vanity of the world 
at your baptism. If, notwithstanding this 
renunciation, you so far attend to these pomps 
and vanities as to neglect any of the duties of 
religion; or if you are so far careful and 
troubled about the business of the world,^! 3 r 
the work of your calling, as to neglect the care 
of your souls, you are wanting in faith. So 
again you show apowardly want of faith, if the 
fear of being laughed at by the world, the fear 
of being called righteous ov«r-much, dete^ 
you from what you know to be your duty. 
Or do you say, that you wish to be religious, 
but that the temptations which you. meet with 


‘ 1 J#hn V. 4. 

B 5 * 
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are too strong for you to resist ? Recol- 
lect, that if you take “ the shield of faith,” 
you will be able with it — “ to quench all 
" the fiery darts of the wicked to over- 
come all the temptations of the devil'; and 
that all things are possible to him that be- 
*• iieyeth. ’ 

Again, true faith worketh by love^ If you 
are destitute of love to God, if you are 
wanting in love and good-will to man, if you 
nourish in your bosoms any feelings of envy, 
hatred, or malice, your faith is imperfect and 
weak. 

In short, as I remarked near the beginning 
of this discourse, a good life, general holiness 
of living, is the proper offspring of real faith. 
St. Peter bids us to add to our faith virtue. 
St. Paul charges them that have believed to 
be careful to maintain good works\ St. 
James exhorts us to sliow our faith by our 
works*, and assures us that “ faith without 
‘^vorks is dead ’.” If we are devoid of virtue, 
inve are not careful to maintain good works, 
to lead a good life, we may be sure, either 
that we have no real faith, ^r that our faith, 
if it exist at all, <s weak, and nigh unto 
ddhth. Take h^ed, my brethren, I cannot too 
earnestly exhort and beseech you, to “ take 
“ heed, — test there be in any of you an evil 

^ Ephes. VI. 10, * Gal. v. 6. ® Tit. iii. 1. 

^ James ii. 18. ^ Jaynes ii« ^0. 
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“heart of » unbelief, in departing from the 

living GodV’ If, upon examining “ your- 
“ selves whether ye be in the faith,” you find 
reason to fear that you are not, or that, at 
least, your faith is sadly weak and defective, 
lose not a moment, I beg you, in seeking to 
obtain that, which is so essential to your sal- 
vation. Endeavour, in reliance upon (jod’s 
help, to remove or subdue whatever within 
you is likely to prevent the growth of faith. 
Unbelief is generally the fault of the heart, 
rather than of the head. Men often do not 
believe, because they will not. “Ye will not 
“ come unto me,” said our Saviour, “ that 
“ ye might have life ;” men sometimes love 
darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds are evil; “ for every one that doeth 
“ evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
“ light, lest his deeds should be reproved®.” 
Men sometimes refus^e to believe, or, at least, 
to pay attention to the main doctrines of 
religion, because they know, that those doc- 
trines reprove their present course of life, 
and would make them uneasy if they conti- 
nued to give way to their lusts and appetites. 
In short, they are against, religion, because re- 
ligion is against them. • 

Above all, strive to root’ out from yoiir 
heart all pride and vanity. Pside is the 
greatest hindrance possible to faith. One of 

^ Heb. iii. 12, * John v, 40. ® John iii. 19, 20. 
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the characteristics of pride is, that tt exalts itself 
’ against God, and prevents men from submit- 
ting to the humbling doctrines of the Gospel. 
Vanity, and an excessive love of the praise of 
men, has a like tendency. “ How can ye be- 
lieve,” says our Lord, “ which receive honour 
ooe of another, and seek not the honour that 
“ cometh from God only' ?” 

Having, by divine aid, removed these and 
other obstacles to the growth of faith, you 
must make constant use of the appointed 
means for its cultivation and increase. One 
of the chief of these is attention to the holy 
Scriptures. “ Faith cometh by hearing, and 
“ hearing by the word of GodV’ The Scrip- 
tures contain all that we are of necessity re- 
quired to believe. Be diligent therefore in 
searching the Scriptures, in attending to the 
word of God, whether read or preached, and 
make it the guide and rjiile both of your faith 
and practice. 

. Partaking of the Lord’s Supper is another 
efficacious mean of increasing and strengthen- 
ing faith, to which we ought constantly to have 
recourse. 

Faith is the gift. of GodJ and one of the 
distinguishing graces of the Holy Spirit. 
Prom him we should seek it in fervent and 
persevering prayer ; fervent and persevering, 
as proceeding from a heart, which knows 


^ John V. 44, 


^ Rom. X. 17. 
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that it is uncibne, if it obtains not what it asks. 
We should say with the afflicted father in St. 
Mark, “ Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbe- 
“ lief’ or with the apostles, “ Lord, increase 
“ our faith*.” 

Being thus, by the aid of the Spirit of God, 
grounded and established in the faith ; ^nd 
showing our faith to be real and active, by the 
effects which it produces upon our temper and 
conduct; we shall at length, through the 
merits and death of Christ, receive “ the end 
“ of our faith, even the salvation of ouv souls 
shall be admitted into that abode of blessed- 
ness, where faith shall be terminated in sight, 
and hope in never-ending enjoyment. 


^ Mark ix, 24. 


* Luke xvii. 5, 


^ 1 Pet, i. 9. 
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BELIEF IN GOD THE FATHER. 


Titus i. 16 . 

They profess that they know God, but in works they 
deny him.” 

Having discoursed to you upon the necessity 
of faith in general, and upon some of its pro- 
perties, some of the marks by which we may 
be enabled to judge, whether it exists in us in 
reality or only in pretence ; I now wish to direct 
your attention more particularly to the great 
article of faith. Belief in God ; and to the 
practical effects, which such belief ought to 
produce on our conduct. 

Belief in God, is the first principle, the 
foundation, of all religion. " He that cometh 
" to God must believe that He ish” 

Whether the idea of a God is implanted in 
the mind of man by his Creator ; or whether, 
as.is more probable, it has been handed down 
worn the first p’arents of the human race, and 
by them sommunicated to all their descend- 
ants, — there is hardly any nation upon the 


' Heb. xi. 6. 
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face of the dhrth, which has not some notion 
of a Supreme Being, to whom prayer and 
praise are to be addressed. Where the idea 
has once been entertained, it gains support 
among all men of thought and reflection, 
from the contemplation of the works of na- 
ture and providence. Thus the apostle ^ar- 
gues, that among the nations God left not 
himself without witness, giving them rain 
and fruitful seasons, filling their hearts with 
food and gladness And thus the Psalmist, 
“ the heavens declare the glory of God, and 
“ the firmament showeth his handy work 
their sound is gone out into all lands, and 
“ their words unto the end of the world®.” 
This latter passage is expressly applied to our 
present purpose by St. Paul, when, speaking 
of tlie corruption and consequent condemna- 
tion of the heathens, he says, that the invisi- 
ble things of God, even his eternal power and 
Godhead, are clearly seen by the things that 
are made®. This argument is of a plain and 
convincing nature. When we consider any 
piece of workmanship, as, for instance, a 
house, or a watch^ we are satisfied that it must 
have had some ihaker : and in proportion as 
the several parts, of which , such piece* of 
workmanship consists, appear to be well coif- 
trived, and fitted to answer the purposes for 

J Acts xiv. 17. ® PsjJm xix. Ij.4. 

* Boig.i. 20. 
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which they are designed, is our Opinion of the 
maker’s ability and skill. And thus when we 
contemplate either the fair frame of the uni- 
verse, or any of the objects of nature around 
us, we feel convinced that they must have had 
a Creator, “ that their builder and maker is 
" God and both the vastness of some of his 
works, and the minuteness of others, as well 
as the fitness of every thing, and of every part 
of every thing, to the end for which it was 
intended, furnish proof of the unbounded 
power and wisdom of their great Author. 
Whether we consider the heavens the work of 
God’s fingers, the moon and the stars which 
he has ordained ’ ; or whether we turn our 
attention to the members and motions of our 
own bodies, and reflect how fearfully and 
wonderfully we are made ; or whether we 
contemplate the meanest insect that crawls 
on the earth, or the humblest plant that grows, 
our minds must be Equally led to admire the 
power, and the wisdom, and the goodness of 
the Creator. 

I am fully persuaded, my friends, that you 
all acknowledge these things; I am persuaded, 
that you are sensible that it is the fool, and 
the fool only, who can say in his heart. There 
Is no God ; I am persuaded, that you all 
profess to believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 


’ Psalm yiii. S. 
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Exit do you really and truly believe in him ; 
Do you believe in him such as he is represented 
in the Scriptures ? Does your belief show it- 
self to be real in your words, and in your ac- 
tions ? Suffer me in two or three instances, to 
call your attention to what is said of God in 
the Scx’iptures, and to point out some of the 
practical effects, which belief in him ought to 
produce. I most earnestly beg of you, as I 
proceed, to ask your own consciences, whether 
such effects have been produced in you ? 

The Scriptures then represent God as 
being every where present, as seeing every 
thing that we do, hearing every word that 
passes our lips, and witnessing every thought 
of our hearts. " He that planted the ear, 
“ shall he not hear ? Or he that made the eye, 
‘'shall not he see’?” He is about our path, 
and about our bed, and spieth out all our 
ways. If we say, Peradventure the darkness 
shall cover us, then shall our night be turned 
into day, for the darkness is no darkness with 
God ; the darkness and light to him are both 
alike The same Scripture assures us, that 
there is not a word in our tongue, but God 
knoweth it altogether ; thdt he uuderstandeth 
our thoughts long before, and 'spieth out th^ 
secret thoughts and intents of the heart*. 
They tell us, that “ the eyes of the 'Lord are 


* Psalm CKXxix. 10, II. 
' Psalm ckxxix. 4. 1. 


* Psalm xciv. 9. 
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'‘in every place beholding the* evil and the 
“ good ' that he “ is a God of judgment 
and “by him actions are weighed^;” that 
“the Lord allovveth the righteous, but the 
'* ungodly and him that delighteth in wicked- 
ness doth his soul abhor 
J)o we, my friends, seriously believe these 
things ? Do we live, and do we speak, like 
men who are sensible that they are continu- 
ally in the presence of God, that God who is 
3f purer eyes than to behold iniquity without 
displeasure ? Consider how you act when in 
ihe presence of some man, to whom you look 
jp with respect ; who, as you think, will 
alame or punish you, if you do or say any 
:hing that is wrong. In the presence of such 
a person you would not be guilty of drunk- 
enness, or indecency ; you would not steal, 
nor swear, nor in any way speak unadvisedly 
with your lips. And* shall the presence of 
nan, of a fellow-worm, make you thus 
guarded in your behavour, and shall not the 
presence of the great God in W'hich you con- 
iinually are, have equal weight with you ? 
If a man is guilty of pilfering, or stealing, or 
any other sin, because he thinks that no one’s 
s^e is upon .him ; or, if he gives way to 
fleshly lust, or any other wickedness, because 
he thinks the darkness shall cover him, he 


* i*rovt XV. 3. 


^ Isaiah xxx. 18. 
Psalm xi. 6. 


^ 1 Sara. ii. 3. 
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acts like an * unbeliever. Though he pro- 
fesses that he knows God, he denies him in 
his works. 

It is one of the marks of a good man that 
he sets the Lord always before him * ; that he 
lives with a constant view to his presence ; 
that the habitual feeling and language of Jiis 
heart is, “ thou God seest me.” And it is a 
mark of the wicked man, “that God is not 
“ in all his thoughts ^ he is represented as 
saying “ the Lord shall not see, neither shall 
the God of Jacob regard it Which of 
these characters, my friends, do we most re- 
semble ? Is God much in our thoughts, or 
do we think of him hut littlo or not at all ? 
Are we preserved from sin by a sense of his 
presence, or do we speak and act, as if we 
believed that there was no God to take no- 
tice of our conduct ? 

If we really believe -that God’s eye is con- 
tinually upon us, certainly such belief ought 
to make us guarded and circumspect in our 
actions, our words, and our thoughts. If we 
are not thus guarded, we have cause to fear 
that we are wantijig in faith in the first great 
article of religion, that we believe but im- 
perfectly in God the Father Alpiighty. » 

It may here be proper to notice an error 
which is very dangerous and I fear <very pre- 

‘ Psalm xvi. 9. 


“ Psalra xciv. 7. 


Psalm X. 4. 
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valent. The error I mean of tliose men, who 
though they profess to believe, and really do 
believe in God, yet imagine him to be so 
abundant in mercy, that he will not punish 
the sins of men, at least not the particular 
sins of which they themselves are guilty. 
They are truly taught that God is merciful 
and gracious, and therefore suppose that he 
will pass over their transgressions, even 
though they wilfully persist in them ; espe- 
cially if their transgressions are of such a 
nature, as not to be clearly and immediately 
injurious to their neighbour, or not glaringly 
hurtful to the well-being of society. The 
mistaken courtesy, or, what is called good- 
nature of the world, encourages them in their 
error, and nourishes the persuasion that God 
will see no faults in men who are nobody's 
enemies hut their own. The ministers of reli- 
gion have too often ’reason to lament this 
fatal delusion. It repeatedly happens to us, 
when endeavouring to turn men from the 
evil of their doings, by setting before them 
the terrors of the Lord, to bear them ex- 
press their belief, that the threatenings of 
God’s word wouli not be carried into exe- 
cfition. 

But consider, my friends, that men who 
hold this idea, if they believe in God at all, 
do not believe in the God of the Scriptures, 
but in. an id®l of their own imaginations. 
The Scriptures indeed .represent God as mer- 
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ciful and gracious, and, for the sake of his 
Son, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin to the truly penitent. But as he is mer- 
ciful, so is he also just and true ; and both 
his truth and his justice appear to require 
the infliction of punishment upon those who 
refuse to embrace his offer of mercy, and walk 
on still in their wickedness. He is spoken 
of accordingly as a “ consuming fire to 
the impenitent, as a God who “ will by no 

means clear the guilty as one, who will 
execute wrath upon every soul that doeth 
evil, and that I'efuses to turn from the evil of 
his doings with hearty repentance, and lively 
faith in the merits of a Redeemer. I beg of 
you to believe, that if a man, in defiance of 
the threatenings of God’s word, shall still 
“ bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall 
“ have peace, though I walk in the imagina- 
“ tion of mine heart, to add drunkenness to 
“ thirst ; the Lord will not spare him, but 
“ then the anger of the Lord and his jea- 
“ lousy shall smoke against that man, and all 
“ the curses that are written in the Scriptures 
" shall lie upon hiip^.” If, in short, you so far 
presume upon God’s mercy as to think that 
you may fearlessly continue in, wilful sin ; If 
you imagine that he will so forget his justice 
and his truth, as that one event witl happen 

' Dent. iv. 24. Heb. xii. 29. “^xod. xx!civ. 7. 

* Deut. XHc. 19, 20. 
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unto all, and that the wicked will not fare 
worse than the righteous ; you do not believe 
in God as he is revealed in the Bible ; you 
cannot consistently join in the Apostles’ 
Creed ; you cannot say, I believe in Gon 
THE Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
EARTH, in the sense in which that profession is 
made by real Christians. 

One of the most interesting features in the 
representations which the Scriptures give of 
the Most High, is his providential, his fa- 
therly care of all the works of his hands. 
We profess to believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty: — the Father in a peculiar sense, of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Father also of 
the whole creation, and in particular of man ; 
our Father, as he gi’aciously permits us to 
call him. He not only at first made every 
living creature, but still continues to watch 
over and uphold them by the word of his 
power. He preserveth both man and beast, 
and “ giveth food to all flesh Holy David 
says oif the brute creation, “these wait all 
“ upon thee, that thou mayest give them 
“ meat in due season : wlien thou givest it 
“ them they gather it, and when thou openest 
“"thine hand - they are filled with goodV’ 
And with regard to ourselves, he is styled the 
Preserver of men; we are told that “ in him 
“ we livp, and move, and have our being.” 


’ Psalm cxxxvi. 25. 


’ Psalm civ. 27, 28, 
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We are assured that they that fear the Lord 
“ shall want no manner of thing that is good;” 
that he hath said, “ I will never leave thee 
“ nor forsake thee.” Surely, my friends, if 
we believe these things, if we thus believe 
in God the Father Almighty, it will have a 
strong tendency to prevent our being over- 
anxious and careful about worldly things. It 
will induce us, in compliance with the admo- 
nition of our Saviour, to feel persuaded that 
he who feeds the fowls of the air, and clothes 
the lilies of the field, will not neglect to 
take care of us. 

And thus also, when visited with aflSiction, 
belief that he is our Father; and that he is 
Almightji, will prevent us from murmuring 
and repining, and induce us to submit with 
resignation and cheerfulness to whatever he 
layeth upon us. The Scriptures assure us, 
that as a father chasteneth his son, so the 
Lord our God chasteneth us ' ; that it is 
good for us to be afflicted * ; that he chasteneth 
us for our profit If we really believe, that 
whatever befals us, happens by the direction 
or the permission pf Him, by whom, as our 
Lord assures us, the hairs of our head are all 
numbered *, happens by the will of God thb 
Father Almighty, we shall suffer with meek 
resignation. We shall be disposed to say 

» 

* Deut. viii. 5. ^ Psalm cxix. 71. • ® Heb. xii.lO. 

^ Matt.tX. so. 
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from our hearts, “ it is the Lrfrd, let him do 
“ what seemeth him good * Lord, “ not 
" my will but thine be done If instead of 
thus submitting, we give way to murmuring, 
and repining, and discontent, is there not 
reason to fear that we do not firmly believe 
in, God’s providence ? Do we not, in some 
degi'ee, deny by our behaviour the God 
whom we profess to acknowledge ? 

The apostle says, “ be careful for nothing ; 
“ but in every thing by prayer and supplica- 
“ tion, with thanksgiving, let your requests 
“ be made known unto God And this 
naturally leads me to another observation, 
which is, that the Scriptures represent God 
as being a God who heareth prayer * : If we 
believe this representation, we shall consider 
prayer not only as a duty, but as a glorious 
privilege ; we shall “ continue instant in 
“ prayer and watch, unto the same with all 
perseverance ® ; wd shall pray constantly and 
fervently in private, and shall be regular in 
joining in the public prayers of the Church ; 
shall be glad when they say unto us, “We 
“ will go into the house of the Lord If, on 
the other hand, you neglect to offer your 
supplications to the Most High, if you restrain 
prayer before God, you act decidedly in the 


^ 1 Sam. iii. 18. ® Lukexxii. 42. * Phil. iv. 6. 

* Psalp Ixv. 2. • * Rom. xii. 12. o v** 18. 

^ Psalm cxxii. 1. 
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spirit of those unbelievers, who say, “ What is 
“ the Almighty, that we should serve^ him, or 
“ what profit should we have if we pray unto 
“ him * ? And whether such a person can 
truly and consistently say, that he believes in 
God the Father Almighty, judge ye. 

My friends, let us “ take heed, lest there 
“ be in any of us an evil heart of unbelief, in 
“ departing from the living God “ and let 
us also beware most anxiously, that while we 
profess that we know God, we do not deny 
him in our works Let me hope that you 
all really do believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty. Endeavour then yourselves, and 
pray to him to assist the endeavour, to pre- 
serve upon your minds a constant recollec- 
tion of him, a constant sense of his presence. 
Endeavour, like David, to set the Lord al- 
ways before you. Since “ all things are naked 
“ and opened to the eyes of him with whom 
we have to do and even the secrets of 
our hearts are not hidden from him, be very 
guarded and watchful in all your thoughts, 
words, and actions. Since he not only at first 
created but still preserves and provides for 
you, and disposes of you and yours according 
to his good pleasure, resign )iourselves en- 
tirely to his will, and in all dispensations, 
however afflictive, try to say from yotir heart, 

* Job xxi. 15. * Heb. iii. 12. • ’ Tit.*i. 16. 

* Heb.iv. IS. 
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Thy mil he done. In short, if ^ou really be- 
lieve in God, that belief will naturally induce 
you to fear him ; and to love him as much as 
you possibly can, with all your heart, mind, 
soul, and strength ; it will lead you to wor- 
ship him, to give him thanks, to put your 
whole trust in him, and to call upon him ; it 
will induce you to honour his holy name and 
his word, and to serve him truly all the days of 
yoxir life. 

That we may thus believe in God the 
Father Almighty, and that our belief may 
produce these salutary effects, may God of 
his mercy grant through Jesus Christ. 



SERMON III. 


BELIEF IN GOD THE SON. 


CoLOSSIANS i. 14. 

“ In whom we have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins.” 


Next in importance to belief in God the Fa- 
ther, M'ho made us and all the world, is 
belief in " God the Son, who hath redeemed 
‘^us and all mankind.” It is from our pro- 
fession of this article of faith that we have 
the name of Christians ; and it is of the ut- 
most consequence to us seriously to consider 
what we really mean when we make this 
profession, and to reflect whether our lives 
in this instance are answerable to the belief 
which we pretend to hold. You say then, 
that you believe in God the Son, who re- 
deemed you;” and often in the Churfl: 
Service, and probably at othbr times also, 
speak of Christ, by the appellation of the 
Redeemer. What do you understand by the 
expression ? The proper meaning of the 
word to redeem is to buy b^k. It is parti- 
cularly used for settfog free a prisonef or 

C 9 * 
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captive, by paying a price for' his release. 
Let us consider now in what sense Christ is 
said to have redeemed us. 

The Scriptures both of the Old and New 
Testament constantly represent the natural 
state of man as a state of sin and death. It 
is necessary to dwell a little upon this point. 
As “ they that are whole need not a physi- 
“ cian and they that think themselves well, 
will not have recourse to one, so we, unless 
we are sensible of our spii'itual danger, shall 
not be induced to seek the means of safety ; 
we shall not have recourse to the Redeemer, 
unless we feel that wc stand in need of being 
redeemed. 

The necessity of redemption arises from our 
being guilty of sin, and consequently ex- 
posed to the punishment of sin. If you ask, 
what sin is ; St. John tells you, that “ sin is 
" the trangression of ’the law the trans- 
gression of the holy and pure law of God. 
God having given us our being, has a just 
right to prescribe such laws as he sees fit, 
for the regulation of our actions, words, and 
thoughts. Such laws he Ijas given us in the 
holy Scriptures, and the more we study and 
understand these laws, the more we shall be 
convinced, that the observance of them is 
most conducive to our own well-being and 
happiness. Whenever we transgress any of 


, ^ Matt. ix. 1 2 , 


^ I John hi. 4. 
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these laws, either in thought, word, or deed, 
either by doing what we ought not to do, or 
by leaving undone what we ought to do, we 
are guilty of sin. The very inclination or de- 
sire to act contrary to the law of God, even 
when we do not give way to it, has, as the 
Article of our Church expresses it, “ the na- 
“ ture of sin The word sin, consequently, 
means something more than what in common 
language is termed crime, or vice. These two 
words relate chiefly to actions or habits, which 
ai*e hurtful to society or to ourselves as mem- 
bers of society ; but sm includes whatever is 
contrary to the laws of God. A man may be 
in common repute free, not only from all 
crimes, but from all vices, and yet, in a reli- 
gious point of view, be a great sinner ; may in 
fact have to answer for sins more in number 
than the hairs of his head ^ 

In order to come to the knowledge and 
proper sense of our sins, we must compare 
our lives with the rule of God’s command- 
ments delivered from mount Sinai, and ex- 
plained and spiritualized by our Lord in the 
Sermon on the Mbunt ; o;- with those other 
practical precepts which abound in every pa*t 
of the Scriptures, especially in Ihe New Tes- 
tament. I do not mean to enter into a full 
account of these laws ; I will, however, men- 
tion a few instances, which may assist in 
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making us sensible, how far we fall short of 
the obedience which we ought to pay. 

Our Saviour tells us then, that “ the first 
" and great commandment” is, “ Thou shalt 
" love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
“ and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
“ ruind ’ that we must love him better than 
any thing else : and our own reason must ac- 
knowledge, that he deserves this love, and 
that we ought to feel it. Which of us now 
shall say that he has thoroughly kept this 
first, this great commandment ? One of the 
most important duties to God is prayer: but 
how apt are we to neglect prayer ! and, when 
we attempt to pray, how aj/t are our thoughts 
to wander to the w'orld and the flesh, thus 
exposing us to the charge of drawing near to 
God with our lips, while our hearts are far 
from him * ! It would not be too much to as- 
sert, that there is not one of the duties which 
we peculiarly owe to God, which we perfectly 
fulfil. 

Many of those, who cannot but acknow- 
ledge that they are w'anting in love to God, 
pride themselves upon tlieir observance of 
tljeir duty towards their neighbour. With 
.how little reason they thus flatter them- 
selves, a moment’s reflection will convince 
them. The foundation of the duties which 
relate to jnan is this, “ Thou shalt love thy 

r ^ Matt. xxii. 37, 38. • 


^ Matt. XV. 8. 
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" neighbour as thyself.” This is styled by 
our Lord the second great commandment of 
the law ; and the apostle tells us, that, he 

that loveth another, hath fulfilled the law 
By the word neighbour, we understand every 
man, to whom we have the means of doing 
good or harm ; indeed every man without 
exception. But which of us can truly say, 
that he feels, if not the same degree, yet the 
same kind of love for his neighbour that he 
does for himself? that he is in the same 
manner desirous of promoting his welfare, in 
the same manner attentive to his interest, 
and to the preservation of his character? 
But if sin is the transgression of the law, are 
we not sinners if we transgress both the first 
and the second great commandment of that 
law ? 

One of the ways in which w'e are to show 
that we love our neigHbovr as ourself, is by 
doing as we w'ould be done by. All men, 
both Christian and heathen, agree in ad* 
miring and extolling the excellence of this 
golden rule. But which of us perfectly acts 
up to it ? • 

If from the foundation *of the laws of the 
second table, we proceed to comsider some of 
the particular commandments which it con- 
tains, we shall perhaps find equal reason for 
acknowledging our sinfulness. We Jiave not. 


* Romfxiii. 8. 

C 4 • 



32 


Belief hi God the Soii. 

I trust, any of us, committed direct murder : 
but you know from St. John, that he that 
" hateth his brother is a murderer ’ and 
our Lord assures us, that the sixth command- 
ment is broken, by causeless or excessive 
anger, or by bearing malice in our bosoms 
With respect to the seventh commandment, 
we know that the sins of adultery and forni- 
cation will shut out those who are guilty of 
them from the kingdom of heaven. But sup- 
posing that we are not chargeable with these 
deadly sins ; yet, are we pure from what our 
Saviour terms the adultery of the heart ’ ? 
Are our actions, our looks, our dress, our 
words, and thoughts, governed by the laws 
of holy chastity ? So again we have not 
been guilty it may be of stealing ; we have 
never taken any thing belonging to another. 
But have we been strictly true and just in 
all our dealings? , Have we never put a 
neighbour to loss or inconvenience by incur- 
ring debts, which w^e were unable to pay ? 
Have we never in any bargain, or other 
transaction, leant unfairly to our own interest? 
If we have not actually borne false witness 
ajgainst our neighbour in a court of justice, 
yet, have we‘ never been guilty of slander 
or evil speaking? Or have we never given 
utterance to evil surmises and insinuations to 
his disadvantage ? So again ; have we never 


’ J John iii. 15. 
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coveted or clesired any thing belonging to 
another, and have we, on the contrary, been 
always contented, always patient and re- 
signed in that station of life, and in those 
circumstances, in which the providence of 
God has placed us ? If in this manner we 
examine ourselves by the holy and spiritual 
law of (Jod, if we thus search and try our 
w'ays fairly and impartially, we shall find too 
much reason to confess, that in “ many things 
“ we offend all ‘ that “ there is no man 
“ that sinneth not * that “ if we say that 
“ we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
“ the truth is not in us We accordingly 
do confess this in the Church Service. We 
all acknowledge, that we have offended against 
God’s holy laws ; that we have left undone 
those things which we ought to have done ; 
that we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done ; that there is no 
health in us ; that we arc miserable offenders. 
Similar acknowledgments are made in other 
parts of the Liturgy : and the Scripture hath 
concluded all men under sin, and represents 
all the world as gijilty before God 

But God has a right to, and his law en- 
joins, perfect unerring obedjence. Every 
transgression of that law is disobedience to 
the authority of the law-giver, and exposes 
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us to the penalty of disobedience. The 
"wages of sin is death’;” “the soul that 
" sinneth, it shall die “ Cursed is every 
“ one that continueth not in all things which 
“ are written in the book of the law to do 
“ them “ The wrath of God is revealed 
" from heaven against all ungodliness and 
“ unrighteousness of men llow shall we 
escape this wrath of God, tliis curse of the 
law ? — By repentance and amendment of 
life ? But why should we think that repent- 
ance alone will be sufficient ? A man does 
not pay off the debts wliich he has con- 
tracted in time past, by resolving not to 
incur fresh debts for the time to come. A 
person who has been guilty of murder or 
some other heinous crime is not cleared by 
the goodness of his life afterwards ; but, by 
the laws of the land, is at any time liable to 
be punished for his offence. And each of 
our manifold transgressions of the divine law 
renders us guilty in the sight of God, and 
consequently liable to punishment. How 
then shall we be delivered from this state of 
guilt and liability to punishment ? Shall we 
look round for help to any fellow mortal ? 
Alas ; “ no man may deliver his brother, nor 
‘ make agreement unto God for him. It 
“ costs more, (much more), to redeem their 


’ .Rom. tvi. 23. 


Ezek. xviii. 4. 
^ Rom. ji. IS. 


^ Gal. iii. 10. 
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souls’.” Neither could any of the angels 
effect our deliverance, for even they are not 
pure in the sight of God, but are charged by 
him with folly *• 

But, when we could do nothing for our- 
selves, and were without hope from any other 
quarter, “ in due time Christ died for the 
“ ungodly.” It pleased the eternal Son of 
God himself to redeem us, and for this purpose 
to take our nature upon him, to endure a life 
of distress and suffering, and at length, since 
" without shedding of blood is no remission 
to undergo a shameful and agonizing death 
upon the cross. Inasmuch as he was man, 
he made expiation for the sins of men in the 
very nature that sinned ; and- inasmuch as he 
W'as God, the sacrifice, the expiation which 
he offered, was infinite in value, and suffi- 
cient for the "uilt of the whole world. 

This sacrifice of the d^ath of Christ is the 
leading subject of the holy Scriptures, from 
one end of them to the other. It was in 
effect promised to Adam immediately after 
the fall ; was represented by the animal 
sacrifices of the patriarchal ages and of the 
Mosaic dispensation; and was foretold, still 
with increasing distinctness as the time *of 
its accomplishment drew near, by the holy 
Prophets. The prophecy of Isaiah in his 53d 
chapter is particularly remarkable. , “ Surely 

• • 

* Psalm xlix. 7, 8. * lob iv. 18. “ Heb. ix. $ 2 . 

c 6 * 
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" he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows : yet we did esteem him stricken, 
" smitten of God, and afflicted. But, he was 
" wounded for our transgressions, he was 
“ bruised for our iniquities ; the chastise- 
" ment of our peace was upon him ; and with 
" his stripes we are healed. All we, like 
“ sheep have gone astray ; we have turned 
" every one to his own way ; and the Lord 
“ hath laid on him the iniquity of us all — 
“ He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter 
“ — for the transgression of my people was 
“ he stricken.” Our blessed Lord himself 
tells us, that “ God so loved the world, that 
" he gave his only-begotten Son, that who- 
“ soever believeth in him should not perish, 
“ but have everlasting life He speaks of 
his own blood as being “ shed for many, for 
" the remission of sinsV’ and of his flesh 
being given for .thd life of the world 
The discourses and writings of his chosen fol- 
lowers are full of passages to the same pur- 
port. “ Christ hath loved us,” says St. Paul, 
and hath given himself for us, an offering 
" and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet-smell- 
'* ing savour Again, “ Christ our pass- 
'* over* — the Lamb slain from the founda- 
‘ tion of the world “ the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sin of the world ®,” is 
• 

’ Johniii. 16. Matt. xxvi. 28. * John vi. 51. 

* Fphes. V. 2. * 1 Cor. f. 7. * John i. 29. 
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sacrificed for us. He who knew no sin, was 
made sin, or a sin offering for us, “ that we 
" might be made the righteousness of God 
“ in him “ Christ hath redeemed us from 
“ the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us ^ that he might reconcile us to God 
by the cross He “ loved us, and washed 
“ us from our sins in his own blood He 
“gave himself a ransom for all He hath 
redeemed us to God by his blood ® : for we 
“ were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
“ as silver and gold, — but with the precious 
“ blood of Christ, — who was fore-ordained 
“ before the foundation of the world Both 
in the Epistle to the Ephesians, and in that 
to the Colossians, St. Paul says, in nearly the 
same words, “in whom we have redemption 
“ through his blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins 

In the latter of these Epistles the apostle 
reminds us, that he who shed his blood to 
proeure the forgiveness of our sins, was he 
who “ is the image of the invisible God ; he” 
by whom “ were all things created, that are 
“ in heaven, and tl>at are in earth, visible and 
“ invisible that all things were created 
“ him and for him : and he is before all things, 
“ and by him all things consist ®.” 

* 2 Cor. V. 21. * Gal. iii. 13. ’ Epims. ii. 16. 

* Rev. 1.5. * 1 Tim. ii. 6. • ' Rev. v? 9. 

’ 1 Pet. i. 18—20. • Col.*. 14. ' Col. i. 15—17. 
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This is the great and glorious Being, who 
for us men and for our salvation — ^for the 
forgiveness of our sins — submitted to be buf- 
feted, and scourged, and spit upon, to be 
treated as the lowest malefactor, and at 
length to undergo death, even the death of 
the cross ; who submitted to be fixed to the 
accursed tree, by nails driven through his 
hands and feet, and thus to expire in tor- 
ment. 

And now let us seriously and honestly ask 
ourselves, my friends, whether we really be- 
lieve these things ? Whether we are tho- 
roughly persuaded in our hearts, that when 
we were in a lost and ruined state, the eter- 
nal Son of God died upon the cross to save 
us ? Do we, I say, really believe this ? If 
we do not believe it, we are yet in our sins, 
are yet in a state of condemnation. It is ge- 
nerally true, that “ without faith it is impos- 
" sible to please God ’ and with respect to 
this great doctrine in particular, it is most 
certainly true, that the death of Chi’ist will 
not profit those who refuse to believe in it 
when it is preached to tltem. Christ by the 
sjiedding of his blood has purchased salva- 
tion ; but the? mean by which it is applied to 
our own souls, as we are taught by the Scrip- 
tures, and from the authority of the Scrip- 
tures by our Church*, is faith. In other 


* ileb. xi. 6. 


’ S^e Art. xi. and the Homily. 
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words, it is iSy faith, by a firm belief in these 
truths — a belief which disposes us to keep 
God’s commandments, that our souls reap 
the benefit of Christ’s death upon the cross. 
“ God so loved the world, that he gave his 
‘‘ only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
“ in him should not perish, but have ever- 
" lasting life And toward the conclusion 
of his Gospel, St. John says these things 
“ are written, that ye might believe that 
“ Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, and 
“ that believing ye might have life through 
“ his name St. Paul teaches us, that with 
“ the heart man believeth unto righteousness ^ 
and when asked by the gaoler at -Philippi, what 
he must do to be saved, his reply was, “ Believe 

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
“ saved b” 

But though faith in the death of Christ is 
thus necessary, we must* bear in mind that a 
faith which does not produce good works is 
dead and worthless Let us return then to 
the question before asked ; do we indeed 
and really believe that the glorious Son of 
God died upon the <:ross for our sins ? If we 
do believe it, surely we must be sensible that 
sin is something awfully serious, since it re- 
quired so tremendous a sacrifice. And shall 
we continue any longer in sin 1 Certainly, if 

* John iii, 15. * John xx. 31. ’ Rorfl. x. 10. 

* Acts xvi. 31. ‘ James ii. 17. 
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Christ died for sin, we are bound by every 
consideration of interest and duty to do all 
that we can to die to sin, and if so, “ bow 
“ shall we who are dead to sin live any 
“ longer therein ?” When tempted by the 
world, or by the desires of the flesh, to do 
aiay thing contrary to the will of God, endea- 
vour to figm’e to yourselves, to represent to 
your imaginations, the holy Jesus expiring 
upon the cross with the nails driven through 
his hands and feet, and think that it was for 
yon, for your sins, that he endured such 
agony. And can our hearts be so hard, as 
after this wilfully to persist in sin ? If ^ve 
do, we (to adopt the strong language of the 
Apostle) in some sort “ crucify the Son of 
“ God afresh, and put him to open shame 
No, my friends; if you wilfully continue in 
any known sin ; if you do not lament your 
transgressions, and really try and pray to get 
the better of them, ^o not any more pretend to 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as your Lord ; — 
do not any more pretend to believe that he 
SU l FERED UNDER PoNTIUS PiLATE, WAS CRUCIFIED, 
DEAD, AND BURIED ; do not ^y more pretend to 
hope for the FORorv'ENESs of sins through his 
Mood. • 

But you say, that you do believe in these 
things. Consider then, if I may adopt the 
language of a prelate * of our Church, “ that 

• 

^ * Hcb. vi. 6. 


* Bp. Horsley. 
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“ as the malignity of sin is so great, the 
“ danger of a life of wilful sin must be much 
“ more formidable than imagination is apt to 
“ paint it. The weight of punishment natu- 
" I’ally due to sin must bear some proportion 
" to its intrinsic malignity, and to the extent 
" of the mischiefs which arise from it. The 
“ punishment must also bear some just pro- 
“ portion to the price which has been paid 
“ for our redemption. Terrible must liave 
“ been the punishment, which was bouglit off 
“ at so great a pi’ice as the blood of the Son of 
“ God ; and terrible must be the punishment 
" which still awaits us, if we account the blood 
“ of the covenant an unholy thing, and forfeit 
" the benefit of that atonement.” 

Consider, my friends, that you are not 
your own masters. Being redeemed, being 
bought with the pi'ecious blood of Christ, 
you belong to, you are* the property of, him 
who has thus wonderfully bought you. “Ye 
“ are not your own,” says the Apostle, “ for 
“ ye are bought with a price’;” do not then 
dishonestly deprive Christ of what he has so 
dearly purchased, • Do not live — you have no 
right to live — according to* your own corrupt 
wills and appetites, but according to tWb 
will of him who has bought you. Strive in all 
things to “ glorify God in your body, and in 
“ your spirit, which are God’s “ Remem- 


* 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 


= 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
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“ ber that Christ hath once suffered for sins, 
“ the just for the unjust and why ? " that 
“ he might bring us to God Remember, 
“ that he died for all, that they which live 
“ should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
“ but unto him that died for them 
, Allow me yet once again to ask you, do 
you really believe the great truths which 
have formed the subject of this discourse? 
Are you really and thoroughly persuaded 
that the eternal Son of God died upon the 
cross to save you from everlasting death ? 
And do you not feel thankful to him ? But 
if you feel thankful, deeply and heartily 
thankful, as I hope you do, endeavour to 
show your thankfulness not with your lips 
only, but in your lives, by giving up your- 
selves to God’s service, and by walking be- 
fore him in holiness and righteousness all 
your days. Pray earifestly to God so to im- 
press these things upon your heart, that they 
may induce you to lead a holy and religious 
life, that they may be the means of making 
you what Christ’s death was intended to 
make you, “ a peculiar people, zealous of good 
“ works.” 


’ 1 Pet.iii. 18. 


* 2 Cor. V. 15. 
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ON A FUTURE JUDGMENT. 


Z Cor. V. 10. 

“ We must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, 
that every one may receive tlie things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad.” 

Our blessed Lord, having finished on earth 
the work which his Father gave him to do ; 
having by his death made atonement for our 
sins, and opened unto ‘us tlie gates of ever- 
lasting life by his glorious resurrection; in 
the sight of many of his chosen follow'ers 
ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, and there SITTETH 
AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GoD. He will IlOt, 

however, always ccintinne there. The Scrip- 
tures repeatedly assure us* that he will come 
again from heaven, and that tha objects of his 
coming will be to judge the world. “ God 
" hath appointed a day in which he will judge 
“ the world in righteousness by that man, 
"whom he hath ordained, whereof ’h^ hath 
“given assurance unta all men, in that he 
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( 

“ hath raised liim from the dead Accord- 
ingly in the Creed, after professing our belief, 
that our Lord on the third day rose again 

FROM THE DEAD, AND ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, 

we say, from thence he shall come to judge 

THE QUICK AND THE DEAD. 

, The doctrine of a future judgment is so 
calculated to produce holiness of living, that 
I wish to direct to it your serious attention. 
In discoursing on this awful subject, we will 
consider. First, some of the circumstances of 
solemnity which will attend the last judg- 
ment ; Secondly, what we shall be judged 
for; and. Thirdly, the consequences of the 
sentence that will be pronounced. 

I. Some belief in a future judgment ap- 
pears to have prevailed pretty generally 
among men, even before the coming of our 
Lord ; and still I believe prevails among na- 
tions, on whom the light of the Gospel has 
not yet shined, or, where if it ever shone, it 
has again been put out in obscure darkness. 
This belief may have been handed down by 
unbroken tradition from the time of Noah, 
or may perhaps have beerk discovered by the 
native workings of* the mind of man and the 
suggestions of human reason. Wherever 
there exists any idea of the difference be- 
tween right and wrong, and at the same time 
any belief in a God, in a wise and just su- 


' Acts 3:vii. 31. 
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preme Ruler *of the world, it was perhaps 
natural for those who held such belief to 
conclude, that he would make a distinction 
between those who acted well, and those who 
acted ill ; that he would punish the one and 
reward the other. And since they could not 
but perceive that this distinction was often- 
times not made in this life; that here the 
comparatively good were sometimes reduced 
to a state of affliction and suffering, while 
the wicked and ungodly were in seeming 
prosperity ; it was perhaps natural for them 
to conclude farther, that there would be a 
future state, in which this distinction would 
bo made, that there would be a future judg- 
ment which w'ould assign to each man his 
condition according as his conduct in this 
life had been good or evil. It may have been 
natural to conclude thus much from the faint 
records of tradition, or»from the weak exer- 
tions of unassisted human reason. Whether 
that reason w'ould of itself have been able to 
discover this great truth, it is not necessary 
for us to inquire ; for we are no longer left 
to such feeble gui(^es but are assured of the 
certainty of a last judgmcRt by the constant 
tenor and clear revelation of the holy Scrip* 
tures. They assure us, that “ God hath ap- 
“ pointed a day in which he will judge the 
“ world in righteousness * when he “ will 


‘ Acts xv«i. 31. 
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‘‘bring every work into judgment and every 
“secret thing, whether it be good, or whe- 
“ ther it be evil They tell us that a day 
is coming, when the dead, small and great, 
shall stand before God*; when the sea shall 
give up the dead that were in it, and death 
end hell (the place of departed spirits) shall 
give up the dead that were in them, and 
they shall be judged every man according to 
his works. They tell us “that we must all 
“ appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, 
“ that every one may receive the things done 
“in his body, according to that he hath done, 
“whether it be good or bad*.” A multitude 
of other passages assert or allude to the same 
awful event : and many set forth in most 
expressive terms some of the tremendous 
circumstances with which this event will be 
accompanied. Our Saviour tells us in St. 
Matthew, that “ the Son of man shall come 
“ in the glory of his Father with his angels ‘ 
and in St. Luke, that “ the Son of man shall 
“ come in his own glory, and in his Father’s, 
“ and of the holy angels St. Paul informs 
us, that “the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
“from heaven with his mighty angels, in 
“ flaming firej taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the Gos- 
“pel of our Lord Jesus Christ ®.” And again. 


^ Eccl. xii. 14. ^ ^ Rev. xx. 12, 13. ^2 Cor. v. 10. 

^ Matt. xvi. 27. * Lukerix. 26. • 2 Thess. i. 7, 8. 
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" The Lord liimself shall descend from hea- 
“ ven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
“ angel, and with the trump of God,” which 
shall awaken the dead, and raise them out of 
their graves ; “ but the dead in Christ shall 
rise first’.” And in the book of Revelation, 
St. John, in the spirit of prophecy, I’epresents 
himself as having actually seen this awful 
spectacle. “ And I saw a great white throne, 
“ and him that sat on it, from whose face the 
“ earth and the heaven fled away ; and there 
" was found no place for them. And I saw 
“ the dead, small and great, stand before 
“ God ; and the books were opened ; and 
“ another book was opened ; which is the 
book of life ; and the dead were judged out 
" of those things Avhich were written in the 
" books, according to their works 

The Scriptures, you will recollect, repeat- 
•edly tell us that this event will be accompa- 
nied by the destruction of the w'orld, which 
we now see, and that the instrument, by which 
this destruction will be accomplished, is fire. 
We are told, for instance, by St. Peter, " that 
" the heavens shal] pass away with a great 
“ noise, and the elements shall melt with fer- 
“ vent heat ; the earth also and tjie works thal? 
" are therein, shall be burned up 

My friends, let me here pause while I beg 
you to reflect, that these are not descriptions 


* 1 Thess. iv. 16. ’ Rev. icxii. 12. *2 Pet. iii. lO- 
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of an event in which we have no concern, 
and which we may hear and read of without 
interest. We shall all of us be called upon 
to witness the tremendous scene. You, and 
I, and all shall actually witness the destruc- 
tion of the universe ; we shall actuallj' see 
this earth, with all the works of nature, and 
of art upon it, its cities, its forests, and its 
mountains, devoured by the flames, and pass- 
ing away into nothing. And there is not one 
among us, whatever his state or condition 
may be, whether small or great, rich or poor, 
learned or unlearned, wicked or holy, but 
must appear before tliis awful tribunal. And 
yet we can most of ns hear of these things 
without being affected ; or, if we are affected 
for a time, the impression soon passes away, 
and our hearts are again given up to this 
W'orld, as if it were our only portion, our 
only rest. One reason of this indifference 
is to be found in ’our want of reflection upon 
the nature and judgment to which we shall 
then be subjected ; upon the strict justice, I 
had almost , said the severity, vixih. which it 
will be conducted. Let, us proceed there- 
fore, in the next place, to consider what we 
bhall be judged for. >i 

II. We shall be judged* the text tells us, 
for the things done, in the; (body ;; for idur- ' be- 
haviour during our continuance on earth; 
for opr actions, words, and thoughts, which, 
as you have heard, aye represented as being 
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recorded in tlie book of God, that at the last 
day we may be judged out of those things 
which are written in the book. 

We shall be called to account for our ac- 
tions. Not only will the more daring viola- 
tions of God’s law then be remembered, but 
also those deeds of darkness, which the hopes 
of concealment encouraged us to commit, of 
which we said, no eye shall see us ; forget- 
ting that nothing can be concealed from 
God, that “ all things are naked, and open 
“ unto the eyes of him, with whom we have 
“ to do V’ and, that the time would come 
when he would set our misdeeds before him, 
and our secret sins in the light of his counte- 
nance^. Every unlawful indulgence of ap- 
petite, of which we said in our heart the 
darkness shall cover it; every secret fraud, 
and act of deceit, in which we perhaps ex- 
ulted as an instance of i^kill.and sagacity, and 
took advantage of the simplicity or credulity 
of a neighbour ; these, and all such as these, 
shall then be openly published before men 
and angels ; “ for, there is nothing covered, 
*• that shall not be uevealed ; neither hid, that 
“ shall not be known Particularly, if at 
any time the desire of the applause of men, 
or the dread of their censure, the fear of their 
reproaches or laughter, have led us to act 
contrary to our known duty, our cowardice 

• 

’ Heb, iv. 13. * Psalm kc. 8. * Luke xii. «. 
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and shame shall then be openly exposed ; 
for, “ whosoever,” says our Lord, “ shall be 
“ ashamed of me and of my words, in this 
" adulterous and sinful generation ; of him 

shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he 
" cometh in the glory of his Father with the 
'' holy angels And not only those actions, 
which were evidently sinful, but many of 
those which to outward appearance were 
good and praiseworthy, will be condemned, 
when the motives from which they proceeded 
are revealed. Alms bestowed, and acts of 
seeming kindness performed, not from a prin- 
ciple of love or obedience to God or from 
good-will to man, but from a spirit of osten- 
tation ; regularity in the external ordinances 
of religion proceeding, not from devotion 
and a sense of duty, but from the desire of 
human applause, will by that God, who seeth 
the heart, be found Dvanting in goodness, and 
condemned with the rest of the offspring of 
vanity and pride. 

We shall be judged also for our words, 
“ By thy words thou shalt be justified, and 
" by thy words thou shrlt be condemned 
Those, for instaJnce, who have accustomed 
themselves to the language of cursing, who 
have been in the habit of calling upon God to 
damn their neighbours or themselves, per- 
haps eyen their own children, and have died 


* Mark viii. 38. ' 


” Matt. xii. 37. 



51 


^ a Future Judgment. 

without repentance, will then learn by sad 
experience how dreadful a thing that damna- 
tion is, which they so wantonly called down. 
As while in the body * they delighted in 
cursing, they have cause to fear that cursing 
will happen unto them, and that they will 
hear the terrible sentence of “ Depart, ye 
" cursed, into everlasting fire.” Those, whose 
tongues have sown strife and dissension ; 
those, who have slandered their neighbours, 
or who have rejoiced in an opportunity of 
publishing their sins and imperfections by 
evil-speaking; those, who have allowed them- 
selves to vent their anger in railing and 
abusive language ; those also, whose con- 
versation has been the conversation of lasci- 
viousness, who have been guilty of “ foolish 

talking and jesting,” designed to excite 
unchaste imaginations and desires ; all these 
will then have cause fo deplore their folly ; 
for, of “ every idle word ®,” or, as it has been 
understood, of every vain and wicked word, 
“ that men shall speak,” says our Saviour, 
" they shall give account in the day of judg- 
" ment.” • 

We shall be judged too ‘for our thoughts. 
Our thoughts are oftentimes not entirely in 
our own power ; and many vain and foolish, 
or even in tiiemselves sinful, imaginations, 
may enter our minds against oijr wills. 


^ Matt. xii. 36. 
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These, inasmuch as they arise witlioot out 
consent, will not, we trust, be imputed to us, 
by a God of mercy, as actual sins. But, 
every wilful deliberate wicked thought ; every 
scheme of iniquity, which we have devised, 
without being able to practise it ; every fraud 
Or stratagem for ovei'-reaching another which 
we have planned, though without being able 
to carry it into effect; eveiy actual intention 
to gratify some sinful lust, to the accomplish- 
ment of which nothing but opportunity has 
been wanting; nay, farther, eveiy unchaste 
imagination, every uncharitable thought which 
we have wilfully cherished in secret, will by 
that God, who spieth out all the thoughts 
and purposes of the heart, be classed with ac- 
tual sins. 

And not only will our sins of commission, 
those in which we have done that which we 
ought not to have “done, be remembered 
against us, but our sins of omission also, the 
leaving undone what we ought to do, are re- 
corded in the book of God’s remembrance. 
Indeed it is upon the performance or the 
non-performance of dutie.,, particularly of the 
duties of brotherly kindness, that cHir Saviour 
represents the last sentence to 'depend. We 
shall hate to account for every instance ib 
whieh tve have perversely withholden- good 
from our brother to whom it was due, when 
it wa3 in the (power of our hand to do it; for 
ei ery neglect of a reasonable opportunity of 
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promoting his worldly comfort, or his eternal 
wel&re. We shall have to answer for every 
occasion of advancing the glory of God 
among men, which we have carelessly omitted 
to improve ; and for our wilful neglect of the 
means of grace, such as reading and hearing 
the word of God, such as prayer and tlfe 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

III. It remains, in the third place, that we 
say a few words on the sentence that will be 
pronounced. What this will be, we are told 
by our Lord himself. “ Then shall the King 
say unto them on his right hand. Come, ye 
“ blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
“ prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.” “ Then shall he say also unto 
" them on the left hand. Depart from me, ye 
" cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
" the devil and his angels. — And these shall 
go away into everlasting, punishment: but 
“ tlio righteous into life eternal As the 
blessedness of the righteous, so also the pu- 
nishment of the wicked will last for ever. 
What the exact nature of this punishment 
will be, we perhaps do not know ; and, in 
speaking of iu I will not venture to say -any, 
tMtig .hutf what is said iui Scripture. St, 
John in (the Revelations i(deflcril)ies thu place 
of . punidflImMfc 'ES/ {being! aj “lake of ^ire^” 

’ Matil idiv j BAi! JlV .40. l( > < J xhi 15. 
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Our blessed Lord represents it “ outer 
" darkness," “ where is” ** weeping and gnash* 
" ing of teeth ‘ and with a most awful and 
impressive repetition, three times in one chap- 
ter, speaks of it as a place in which “ their 

worm dieth not, and the fire never shall be 
*** quenched 

In one of these states, my friends, will 
every one of us be fixed, by the judgment of 
the last day. That sentence will place each 
of us in a state of unspeakable blessedness 
which will last for ever, or in a state of mi- 
sery and despair which will never have an 
end. 

If we really believe these things; if we 
really believe that our Lord, who is now at 
the right hand of God, will from thence 
" come to judge both the quick and the 
" dead,” would it not be wise in us to pre- 
pare for the last judgment, while we yet have 
time ? Is it wise in us ever to be unmindful 
of the awful account which we must one day 
give ? We, the ministers of the Gospel, re- 
mind you of these solemn truths, not for the 
sake of exciting an useless alarm, but in order 
Jo save you from ' the sentence of condemna- 
tion. “ Knowing the terror of the Lord we” 
try to “ persuade men %” to repent of and 


* Matt. viii. 12, &c. ’ Mark ix. 44. 46. 48. 

® 2 Cor. V. 11. 
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forsake their sins, and seek for pardon 
through the merits of our Redeemer. Jud^e 
therefore, yourselves, brethren, that ye be 
not judged of the Lord. If we would “ not 
be condemned in that fearful judgment, we 
" must accuse and condemn ourselves for our 
own faults” now, and strive, through the 
aid of the Holy Spirit, to bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance, even the fruit of a holy 
and religious life. And let us remember for 
our encouragement, that the Being who will 
then come in great glory to judge the world, 
is he who once came in great humility to 
save the world. Our judge is one who took 
our nature upon him, who can be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, having 
been in all points tempted like as we are 
and who died to save us from condemnation. 
Although we have sinned, " yet we have an 
“ Adivocate with the Ftith^r, Jesus Christ the 
" righteous If we wall but repent and 
believe, our Judge himself becomes our Ad- 
vocate. “ Let us therefore return unto him, 
who is the merciful receiver of all true pe- 
“ nitent sinners ; assuring ourselves that he 
" is ready to receive us, and most willing to 
pardon us, if we come unto him with faith- 
fill repentance ; if we submit ourselves to 
“ him, and from henceforth walk in his ways ; 


* Heb. iv. 1)5. 


’ 1 J«hn ii. 1. 
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" if we will take his easy yoke and light 
burden upon us, to follow him in lowliness, 
“ patience, and charity, and be ordered by 
“ the governance of his Holy Spirit ; seeking 
" always his glory, and serving him duly in 
“ our vocation with thanksgiving * 

1 

^ Commiliation. 



SERMON V. 


BELIEF IN GOD THE HOLY GHOST. 


2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

“ The Communion of tlie Holy Ghost be with you all.” 

In his affectionate farewell to the Church 
at Corinth, St. Paul expresses his wish or 
prayer that the “ communion of the Holy 
“ Ghost might be with them all.” He could 
have expressed for them no kinder wish ; 
and it accordingly has •been adopted as the 
conclusion of our ordinary Church service, 
and of most of our forms of domestic devo- 
tion. The communion or fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, in other words, the being conti- 
nually assisted by Ijim, is of absolute necessity 
to the salvation of our souls. “ If any man 
“ have not the spirit of Christ,” §ays St. Paul; 
“ he is none of his and those who be- 
long not to Christ, must be left to perish in 
outer darkness. 


’ Rom. 9. 
d5 
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Important, however, as this doctrine is, it 
has not, I fear, its due influence in the world. 
Some men seem disposed to consider all re- 
liance upon the aid of the Holy Ghost as a 
species of enthusiasm ; and others treat it 
with such total neglect, that if tiiey should 
he asked, like the imperfect converts at 
Ephesus, “ Have ye received the Holy Ghost 
" since ye believed ’ ?” they would reply like 
them, " We have not so much as heard 
“ whether there be any Holy Ghost.” The 
Apostle immediately rejoins, " Unto what 
" then were ye baptized ?” All persons bap- 
tized according to Christ’s institution, are 
baptized in the name of the Holy Ghost, as 
well as in the name of the Father and the 
Son. The Church of England, very properly, 
teaches us to consider belief in God the 
Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth us, and all 
THE ELECT PEOPLE OF GoD, as one of the chief 
articles of faith ; she implores his aid in nu- 
merous passages in her public services, and 
concludes almost every psalm and hymn in 
these services, with ascribing glory to the Holy 
Ghost, as well as to the pther two persons of 
the blessed Trinity. 

" In discoursing on the fellowship or assist- 
ance of the Holy Ghost, I shall. First, shortly 
state the necessity we all lie under of receiv- 
ing his aid: shall. Secondly, point out the 


' Actrxix. 2. 
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propel" or effects of his fellowship, by 
wb^h effects we rriay judge how fer we have 
received it ; and shall. Thirdly, direct you tb 
the most ' effectual means of procuring such 
assistance. 

First, then, the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit is necessary, in consequence of the 
weakness and corruption of our nature. The 
Scriptures both of the Old and of the New 
Testament, represent the natural state of 
man as being a state of moral infirmity and 
sin. In the first age of the world we read of 
the generation then living, that “ the wicked- 
“ ness of man was great in the earth,” and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of 
“ his heart was only evil continually that 
** all flesh had corrupted his way upon the 
“ earth Whence did this general preva- 
lence of wickedness proceed, but from an 
innate tendency and ‘disposition to evil? 
David laments of himself, that he was con- 
ceived in sin and shapen in wickedness *, and 
represents the Almighty as looking down 
" from heaven upon the children of men ; 
“ to see if there .was any that would un- 
" derstand and seek afteV God ; but,” he 
proceeds, “ they are all gone* out of the 
way, they are altogether become abomi- 
" nable ; there is none that doeth good, no, 
" not one.’* The wise son and successor of 

• 

‘ Gen. vi. 5. 12. ^Psalm li. 5, audxiv. 3, 4» 

n 6 • 
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David in like manner asserts, that thare is 
** not a just man upon earth who doeth good, 
" and sinneth not * that “ the heart of the 
** sons of men is full of evil, and madness is 
“ in their heart while they live ® and Isaiah, 
in the name of mankind confesses, " all we 
‘Mike sheep have gone astray : we have turned 
“ every one to his own Avay 

Whatever allowance may be made in some 
of these passages for the strong manner of 
expression common among the nations of the 
east, they certainly imply a great degree of 
depravity and corruption. The New Testa- 
ment speaks the same language. Both our 
Lord himself, and his apostle St. Paul express 
the natural state of man by the terms “ the 
“ flesh,” and “ the old man and again and 
again assure us, that “ they that are in the 
“ flesh,” in that natural state, “ cannot please 
“ God Our Savi(Jur speaks of men as 
loving darkness rather than light, because 
“ their deeds w'ere evil And St. Paul, 
having adopted the acknowledgments of the 
sinfulness of man, made by the Psalmist and 
by Isaiah, says, “ the Scripture hath con- 
“ eluded all undet sin He addresses the 
h^hesians a» having been “ dead in tres^ 
passes and sins, wherein” says he, “ in time 


• tece'es. Vii. 20. ® Eccles.' ix. S. 

* Ti^aiah liii. 6.‘ ‘ Rom. viii. 8. 

‘ John iii. 19, * Rom. iii. and Gal iii. 22. 
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" past : ye miked . according to the course of 
" this world, according to the prince of the 
“ power of the air, the spirit that now work- 
" eth in. the children of disobedience : among 
" whom also we all had our conversation in 
“ time past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 
“ the desires of the flesh and of the mind*; 
“ and were by nature the children of wrath, 
“ even as others And in that well-known 
passage in the Epistle to the Romans, speak- 
ing in the person of a man still under the in- 
fluence of his native corruption, he says, “ I 
am carnal, sold under sin. For that which 
“ I do, I allow not : for what I would, that 
“ do I not ; but what I hate, that do I.” And 
again, “ for I know that in me, (that is, in my 
" flesh), dwelleth no good thing : for to will 
“ is present with me ; but how to perform 
“ that which is good, I find not 

The histories both of ancient and of mo- 
dern times ; indeed, the daily and weekly re- 
cords of passing events, tend to confirm these 
Scriptural representations of the sinfulness 
of man, since a great part of these records is 
made up of the recital of human weaknesses 
and human crimes. Our* observation — un- 
willing observation — of what passes undef 
our own eyes, bears painful testimony to the 
same truth. Indeed, for the confirmation of 
it, we need only appeal to what passes in our 


* Ephes. ii. 1, g, S. 


^ Rom. vii. 14, 15. ISj 
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own bosoms.. For which ns does not often 
feel a backwardness to What we know to be 
our duty, and a strong inclination to many 
things which we know to be evil? How 
unguarded are we sometimes, both in • our 
words and in our actions; and how many 
emotions of vanity, of undue desire, of cause- 
less anger, and of ill-will, arise in our bosoms. 
In particular how indisposed are' we often 
for prayer, and for the other offices of de- 
votion ! 

It is true, that a man may, without the aid 
of the Holy Spirit, maintain a generally moral 
line of conduct, and a fair reputation among 
men. He may be led to do this by regard 
for his own character, for his own interest, 
his own health, his own ease, and by a variety 
of other human motives and human feelings ; 
but without that aid he cannot become really 
religious, he cannot "become holy ; and we 
know, that without holiness “ no man shall 
" see the Lord “ He cannot,” as our Ar- 
ticle expresses it, “ turn and prepare himself 
“ by his own natural strength and good 
" works, to faith, and calling upon God * or 
do works well-pleasing in his sight, well- 
pleasing as proceeding from a pure principle 
of religion. As long as a man is destitute of 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, he is in his 
natural state, in that state which the Scrip- 


Heb. xii. 14. * Article x.iSee that Anicle and the nintli. 
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tures term the flesh, laftd they that dre 'ill 
the flesh cannot please God ; if ye live after 
“ the flesh ye shall die * “ shall of the flesh 
reap corruption V’ 

Hence then arises the necessity of our re- 
ceiving the help of the Holy Ghost. Hence 
it was that our Saviour said, “ Except a man 
be bom again — born of water and of the 
" Spirit — ^he cannot enter into the kingdom 
" of God Hence it was, that St. Paul so 
repeatedly exhorts his converts to be renewed 
in the spirit of their minds, and to put on 
the new man, which after God is created in 
" righteousness and true holiness 

In strict agreement with this doctrine of 
Scripture are the prayers of our Church. In 
them we acknowledge " that such is the 
" frailty of man, that without God we cannot 
but fall that, “ through the weakness of 
“ our mortal nature we'can do no good thing 
“ without God that, " if we have good de- 
“ sires in our hearts, or think those things 
" that are good,” they are put into our minds 
by the preventing grace of God, that is, by 
the grace of God tgoing before our thoughts 
to purify and guide them.* We pray in one 
Collect that “ we may be daily renewed bj' 
" God’s Holy Spirit in another, “ that by 
" the same Spirit we may have a right judg- 


* Rom. viii. 8. 13. * GaL vi. 8. • ’ Jolmiiit 3,5. 

* Ephes. iv. 23 , 24 . 



64 Beihf hi^Gud the JIoii^\(SJiost, 

“ ttient iii< all things and in another we sayv 
“ forasmtich as without thee we aa'e not able 
" to please thee, mercifully grant tlmt thy 
" Holy Spirit may in all things direct aad 
rule onr hearts.” 

The Communion Service, and the occa- 
sional offices, particularly those for Baptism, 
are full of expressions to the same purport. 

Weak and frail as we are in ourselves, and 
encompassed as we are with moral and spiri- 
tual dangers, yet, God’s grace is sufficient for 
us *, and bis strength is made perfect in our 
weakness. " The Spirit still helpeth our iu- 
" finnities and we may be able to do aU 
things through Christ strengthening us 

From the beginning of time, the Holy 
Spirit, we doubt not, was ready to help those 
who sought his aid ; but under the Gospel 
dispensation his influences were to be niore 
plentifully poured foith. “ A new heart will 
“ I give you,” saith the Lord, “ and a new 
spirit will . I put within you.” “ And I will 
“ put my spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and yp shall keep my 
" judgments^ and do them And again, 
tihe' Spirit,” sfeall* be poured upon, us from 
^ on high, — and .the work of , righteouspcss 
" shall be. peace.;, land tbeMcffect of rigbiteous- 
"/rie3s.Iqifletnes3. land.. assuraupe for .ever 

f 2Cbr. xii. 9. • ’ Rom.viii. 2C. ’ Phil. iv. IS. 

, £zek. xxxvi. 2C, 2^, « ‘ Isaiah xxxif. fS., 17. 
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OtH* Lord, just beforej his deaidi, in one mf his 
last affectionate' discourses to his disciples,' 
says, “ I ■will pray the Father, and he shall 
« give you another Comforter, that he may 
" abide with you for ever ; evon the Spirit of 
" truth ; whom the world cannot receive, 
" because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
“ him ; but ye know him ; for he dwelleth 
"with youfand shall be in you'.” Accord- 
ingly St. Paul speaks of the bodies of Christ- 
ians as being the temple of the Holy Ghost. 

II. We will now, in the second place, pro- 
ceed to inquire into the proper fruits of tho 
Spirit, into the effects which follow from our 
partaking of his fellowship or communion. 

And first, we are repeatedly assured by St. 
Paul, that if we walk in the Spirit, we shall 
not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. What the 
works of the flesh are, you well know. Some 
of them are enumerated by St. Paul in the 
Epistle to the Galatians. " The works of 
" the flesh,” says he, “ are manifest, which 
“ are these ; adultery, fornication, unclean- 
" ness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, 
" hatred, variance, «mulations, wrath, strife, 
" seditions, heresies, envying§, murders, druuk- 
enneSs, revellings, and sucli like*.” 

To bo guilty of any of these wofks of . the 
flesh, shows, that we ate not whtoily led by 

’ John xiv.' 16, 17, See also chapter? xv. and xti. 

* Gal. V. 19, 20, 21. • 
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the Sj^t. All the sios of linchastity appear 
to be peculiarly r^ugnant to the influence 
of the Holy Spirit. St. Paul argues against 
them on this very ground. “ Flee fomica^ 
" tion. Every sin that a man doeth is with- 
" out the body ; but he that committeth for- 
nication sinneth against his own body. 
“ What ! know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
" which ye have of God * ?” and if any man 
“ defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy Drunkenness also St. Paul ap- 
pears to place in particular opposition to the 
influence of the Spirit : and certainly this 
may well be said of a sin, which besots even 
a man’s natural reason and conscience, and 
deprives him of the common knowledge of 
right and ^vrong. If, my friends, you are in 
the habit of giving way to any of these lusts 
of the flesh : to drunkenness, for instance, or 
unchastity, or hatred, or a quarrelsome dis- 
position, you may be sure that you are not 
duly led by the Spirit, and are therefore iar 
firom the kingdom of God. 

Among the positive eflbcts of the commu- 
nion of the Holy 'Ghost, one of the first that 
*^1 shall mention is, a sincere practical belief 
m the Christian dispensation, especially in 
that mam branch of it, the redemption of the 
world by the death of Christ. True Christ- 


* 1 Cor. vi. is, 19.' 


M Cor. iii. 17. 
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ian faith is the offspring of a diinne inffoence. 
" No inan can say that Jesus is the Lord, but 
" by the Holy Ghost * and whosoever con- 
fesseth from his heart that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh, is born of God *. 

A leading feature in the character of those 
who are led by the Spirit of God, is fre»- 
quency and earnestness in prayer. In one of 
the prophetical promises of the Spirit it is 
said, “ I will pour upon the house of David, 
" and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
“ Spirit of grace and of supplications ^ and 
the Spirit is represented by St. Paul, as as- 
sisting us in prayer, as making “ intercession 
"for us If we pray not at all, or but sel- 
dom, and then without earnestness or fer- 
vency, we have great cause to fear that we 
are very imperfectly influenced by the Holy 
Ghost. 

Our Lord assures us 'that the love of God 
is the first and great commandment of aU. 
This love of God, however, finds little place 
in our corrupted nature ; until, as the Apostle 
speaks, it “ is shed abroad in our hearts by 
" the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us 
In the passage of the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians before referred to, St. Paul saysy “ thid 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, loi^ 
" suffering, ^ gentleness, goodn^i^ faith,: meek- 

f , ■ ■' -rj ili;. 

‘ 1 Cor. xii. 3. * 1 John iv. 2. •’ Zech. xif. 10. 

* Rom. viii. 26. • * Rom; v. 5. > > 
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" ness> temperance He whose heart is re- 
newed by the Holy Spirit, will be influenced 
by love to God ; and by real good-will to 
man; which he will show in all the acts and 
offices of Christian charity, as opportunity 
is offered to him. The other fruits of the 
Spirit here mentioned are jot/, a religious 
cheerfulness, springing from an humble trust 
in God’s mercy through Christ; and j)eace, 
peace of conscience produced by the same 
cause, the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, together with a peaceable dis- 
position and behaviour towards men, and a 
wish to promote peace by all proper means. 
Lonfr-suff'ering, gentleness, and meekness, are 
again and again recommended and enforced 
by the Apostles and by their divine Master, 
as distinguishing marks of being influenced 
by the Spirit ; and we are repeatedly charged 
to “ put away from us all bitterness, and 
** wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil- 
“ speaking, with all malice as sins which 
are' ! contraiy to his suggestions. F<dth, in 
the piassage above quoted, appears to mean; 
not so much faith in God, As' faithfulness, 
good faith: in out intercourse with infian; l ai 
&;rict regard -for triithi ki all w6 say oPdo, thd 
being tarueiand jutt iw all ouC dealings. Arid 
certaiDly,fjwb BhaJii nobbe'^otherWse tfeapitTOO 
and just if we are guided by tlifri Splrili 'if 

• I 


’ GaL'v;. •US. 


* Ephedi; 
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truth- Tempemace 'isuplies self-commaud and 
moderation in all things. 'Itiimplies not only 
the curbing of the appetites and desires of 
the body, but the keeping within due bounds 
all eartlily passions and feelings of every 
description. 

There are many other passages in the 
Epistles, particularly in those to the Ephe- 
sians and the Colossians', which give the 
distinguishing marks of the old and of the 
new man ; that is, of a man under the govern- 
ment of his evil nature, and of him who is led 
by the Holy Spirit. By attentive consider- 
ation of these passages, you may be assisted 
in judging for yourselves, whether you are, 
or are not, led by the Spirit of God. 

Let us, my friends, guided and assisted by 
these passages of Scripture, fairly and ho- 
nestly ask ourselves, how far we have got the 
better of the lusts of the flesh, and how far 
we show forth in our tempers and conduct 
the fruits of the Spirit. 

Perhaps, upon . such examination, we shall 
find that we i are far from; being habitually led 
by the Spirit of Gad, and that, therefore, we 
have little, reason . to. .'Con^der : ourselves as 
hi$:childreni And ithis kadsi mo, .ia tthe lasl^ 
pUiCe, tQiiiSirecttyou., to thg mean&.of pro- 
cmngithe ihflueiioes—i-thei fellolwsbip-^ofi.the 
Holy Gfhost. 


* See the thnle3fastchapters«ofeach>‘6fdieae Epistles. 
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Since the Holy Spirit is the spirit of know- 
ledge, you must seek the knowledge of him, 
and of the effects w'hich he produces on the 
heart, in those Scriptures which were “ given 
by his inspiration,” which holy men of 
“ God wrote as they were moved by the 
if Holy Ghost.” If able, you should dili- 
gently read them ; but, at all events, should 
attentively hear them, should mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them. 

Prayer, however, is the great means for 
obtaining the aid of the Divine Spirit; but 
our supplications must be frequent and 
earnest, in proportion to the importance, the 
absolute need in which we stand, of the 
blessing which we ask. Petitions uttered 
only with the lips, without any corresponding 
emotions of the heart, deserve not the name 
of prayer. Our prayers for the help of the 
Holy Spirit must be constant, fervent, im- 
portunate ; and if w^e thus pray we shall be 
graciously heard. “Ask, and it shall be 
“ given you says our Saviour ; “ seek, and 
“ ye shall find and he encourages us to 
hope that our heavenly Eather will give “ the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him 
Another powerful means of procuring the 
assistance of the Spirit of God, is furnished 
by the holy Sacraments. To the sacrament 
of Baptism we were admitted in our infancy ; 


’ Matt. vii. 7. 


’ Luke ix. 16. 
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but when arrived at mature years, we should 
look back to it with serious reflection upon 
the privileges to which we were then ad- 
mitted, and the solemn engagements into 
which we entered. Tlie sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper was appointed expressly for 
" the strengthening and refreshing of our 
" souls.” To that we ought regularly to 
have recourse, for fresh supplies of those 
influences of the Divine Spirit, which are 
essential to our spiritual life here, and to our 
life in heaven hereafter. 

My friends, I hope that you have paid at- 
tention to the doctrine which I have endea- 
voured to place before you. You all profess, 
as one of the main articles of your faith, to 
believe in God the Holy Ghost, who sanc- 

TIFIETII YOU, AND ALL THE ELECT PEOPLE 

OF God. Who sanctifieth you? But are you 
sanctified by him ? Tht? word sanctified, you 
know, means to make holy. Are you made 
holy 2 Are you attentive to all your duties 
to God and man, and governed by religious 
principles in all you do or say ? In baptism 
you were made th<i children of God '. But 
remember, that in order 'to be numbered 
among the children of God, it •is necessar/ 
that you be led by the Spirit of God. And 
are you led by that Spirit ? You trust that 
you are members of, that you belong to. 


’ Church Cutechism. 
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Christ. You are not, to any profitable or 
saving purpose his members, unless you are 
influenced by his Spirit’. 

Seriously lay these things to heart. Seek 
in earnest prayer for fresh supplies of the aid 
of the Spirit ; and ma^’^ God of his mercy 
grant, that the communion or fellowship of 
the Holy Ghost may be with us all evermore. 

' Kom. viii. 9. 
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READING THE SCRIPTURES. 


John v. 39 . 

“ Search the Scriptures.” 

A MAN who has any belief in a God, and in 
a future state of rewards and- punishments, 
must naturally feel anxious to know by what 
means God may be made his friend, and 
his future condition rendered happy. Upon 
these most interesting subjects of inquiry, 
however, man is by nature greatly ignorant. 

Hardly do we guess aright at things that 
‘‘ are upon earth, and with labour do we find 
“ the things that are before us : but the 
“ things that are in heaven who hath search- 
" ed out ’ ?” Man i^s often too at a loss, with 
respect to the line of cenduct which he 
ought to pursue, and frequently most pow<» 
erfully disposed not to pursue that course 
which his better judgment would point out 
to him. " The way of man,” says the pro- 


;33 


' Wisdoixijx. 16 * 
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phet, “ is not in himself: it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps 

For the direction both of our faith and 
practice God has been graciously pleased to 
give us the holy Scriptures. He has given 
them to be “ a lantern unto our feet, and a 
".light unto our paths It is upon the 
duty of hearing and reading the sacred vo- 
lume, and upon the manner in which this 
duty should be performed, that I now wish to 
address you. 

I. It can hardly be necessary to use many 
arguments for the purpose of enforcing the 
duty of reading and hearing the Scriptures, 
when you consider that they are the very 
word of God. “ All Scripture,” says St. 
Paul, " is given by inspiration of God “ 
and we are taught by St. Peter, “ that holy 
" men of God spake as they were moved by 
“ the Holy Ghost Now, if the great and 
glorious God graciously condescends to speak 
to his creatures, it is plainly their duty hum- 
bly to listen to him. If he vouchsafes to 
send them a message, they clearly are bound 
diligently to attend to it. To neglect the 
Scriptures, accordingly, iS to neglect him, 
‘Whose word .they are. When a message of 
importance is sent by some great and power- 
ful man, it is received with attention and 


« Jer. X. 23. . 

* 2 Tim. iii. 16. 


* Psalm cxix. 105. 
‘ 1 Pet. i. 21. 
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respect. If a kind and indulgent parent ad- 
dresses a letter to his children, that letter is 
read with affectionate regard. And with 
respect and regard, beyond all comparison 
greater, ought we to attend to the word of 
him that speaketh from heaven, to the mes- 
sage of our Father and our God. • 

The duty of reading and hearing the. Scrip- 
tures will farther appear, from the immense 
importance of the information which they 
convey to us. They were written for our 
learning, and are able to make us wise unto 
salvation '. Reflect on the meaning of this 
expression of being tme unto salvation. We 
are placed in this world in a state of trial, 
and are all hastening on either to heaven or 
to hell, either to happiness or misery ever- 
lasting. How to obtain that happiness, or 
avoid that misery, we are by nature sadly 
ignorant ; and by the same nature are sadly 
disposed to evil, strongly inclined to such a 
line of conduct, such tempers, and affections, 
of which misery must be the consequence. 
To rescue us from this state, the word of 
God was given to iis. It was given to show 
us the way that we should walk in, and to 
guide our feet into the way ®f peace. IJ 
points out to us him to whom all the Scrip- 
tures bear witness, him who is the great 
Author of eternal salvation to all them that 


’ Z Tim.iii. 15. 
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obey him. If then the Scriptures are able to 
make us wise unto salvation ; if they furnish 
a satisfactory answer to the anxious question, 
what shall I do to be saved ; surely we act 
like the enemies of our own souls — as if we 
did not wish to save them — if we refuse to 
have recourse to this storehouse of saving 
knowledge, if we neglect to search the Scrip- 
tures. 

After asserting in general that the Scrip- 
tures are able to make us wise unto salvation, 
St. Paul in the next verse proceeds to point 
out more particularly the beneficial effects of 
the knowledge of them, in order to this great 
end. They “ are profitable,” he tells us, 
“ for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
" instruction in righteousness They are 
profitable for doctrine; for teaching us all 
that it is important for us to know. They 
lead us to the knowledge of God, and of our- 
selves. They teach us that the world was at 
first called into being by the voice of the Al- 
mighty ; that man was created innocent and 
upright, but that he fell from his innocence, 
and by his fall entailed ,sin and death upon 
all his postei'ity. • They teach us the method 
‘Adopted by an all-merciful God to rescue us 
from this lost state, and instruct us, that as 
" by man came death, by man came also the 
" resurrection of the dead that “ as in 


> 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
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“ Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive They farther make known 
to us the great doctrines, of the satisfaction 
made for sin by the death of the Son of God ; 
of the renovation of our natures by the Holy 
Spirit ; and all other things which a Chris- 
tian ought to know and believe for his soufs 
health. In the most comprehensive sense of 
the word, therefore, they are profitable for 
doctrine. They are profitable also for re- 
proof. The word which is here translated 
reproof, means also conviction or refutation of 
error. When left to himself, man is not only 
ignorant of what is true, but too frequently 
ready to embrace that which is'false. There 
is perhaps hardly any imagination however 
vain, hardly any en-or however gross, which 
has not been adopted and upheld as true at 
some period of the world. When compared 
with the truth of the Scripture, all these 
errors fall to the ground. Errors in opinion 
have a natural tendency to produce a faulty 
and vicious practice. Reproof of every bad 
practice, of every sinful habit, comes most 
profitably from the* holy Scriptures ; for they 
form a standard, by whicli every work is t^ 
be tried, whether it be good orVhether it be 
evil ; and their reproofs are enforced by the 
threatening of eternal suffering. 

But the word of God will not only serve 


* 1 Cor. vT 21, 22. 
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to reprove what is wrong in practice, but to 
correct it, or set it right. It is profitable for 
correction. When a man is going on in a 
way that leads to destruction, without consi- 
dering or being aware of it, it is some advan- 
tage to be told that he is wrong; but this 
iilformation wdll but fill him with apprehen- 
sions, and perhaps despair, unless at the 
same time the right way is pointed out to 
him. This is the work of the holy Scrip- 
tures. When any one has contracted a sin- 
ful habit, they not only reprove him, and set 
before him the things that he hath done, but 
also correct him or set him right ; “ they 
“ W'ill guide his feet in the way of peace,” 
and teach him the true and right way to hap- 
piness. 

The Scriptures are indeed “ profitable for 
“ instruction in righteousness,” in every 
sense of the expression. They point out to 
us the righteousness of living, which God 
commands ; the sober, righteous, and godly 
disposition and conduct, ivhich he enjoins; 
and, above all, they direct us to him, who for 
our sakes fulfilled all •righteousness, and 
through faith in whose atonement and medi- 
ation we are accounted righteous in the sight 
of God. 

In another passage, St. Paul, speaking of 
the same Scriptures, says, “ whatsoever 

things were written aforetime were written 
“ for our learning, that we through patience 
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and comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope The Scriptures do indeed furnish 
the strongest ground for comfort and conso- 
lation in every sorrow. If we are depressed 
by poverty, and by anxious fears lest we or 
our families should be left utterly destitute, 
the Scriptures direct us to cast all our cave 
upon him who careth for us ; upon him who 
feedeth the fowls of heaven, and clotheth the 
lilies of the field, and will much more take 
care of the children of men^. If we are 
mourning the death of those we love, the 
Scriptures tell us, that “ blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord that our departed 
friends have but passed before us on the jour- 
ney of life ; and they bid us not to sorrow 
like men that have no hope. If we are cast 
down by the sense of our numberless sins, 
and are overwhelmed with the dread of the 
divine displeasure, the Scriptures here also 
furnish us the strongest ground of consola- 
tion and encouragement. They guide our 
thoughts to him, who died that we might 
live : they tell us, that though our sins be as 
scarlet, yet if we Jieartily repent of, and for- 
sake them, and believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, they shall through his de'ath " become 
“ as white as snow 

And with respect to afflictions in general. 


' Rom. XV. 4. 
^ Rev. xiv. 13. 


* Afatt. vi. 2S, 3:c. 

* Isakh j. 18. 



80 Reading theScriptur^. 

the Scriptures tell us, that calamities are not 
to be considered as happening by chance ; 
that “ affliction cometh not forth of the dust, 
neither doth trouble spring out of the 
ground but proceeds irom him by whom 
the “ hairs of our head are all numbered 
from him without whose permission even “ a 
“ sparrow doth not fall on the ground and 
that he means them for our good, that he 
chastens us for our profit. The sacred vo- 
lume accordingly assures us, that afflictions 
are not to be regarded as marks of God’s dis- 
pleasure, but rather as tokens of his love ; 
that “ whom the Lord loveth he correcteth, 
even as a father the son in whom he de- 
“ lighteth * ; ’ that as many as he loves he 
rebukes and chastens ; that consequently 
“ happy is the man whom God correcteth ® ; 
blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, 
O Lord, and teachest in thy way.” The 
Scriptures instruct us, like all the distin- 
guished servants of God, to bow ourselves 
with meek resignation under his hand, to 
submit ourselves entirely to his good plea- 
sure, to be prepared to saw from our hearts, 
“ it is the Lord, let him do w’hat seemeth 
** him good * “ Lord, not my will, but thine 
" be done.” Above all, the Scriptures fur- 
nish the most strong consolation and the 


'•Job V. 6. 
’ Job V. 17. 


* Prov. iii. 12. 

* 1 Sam. iii. 18. 
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most animating hope, hope full of immor- 
tality, by directing our view beyond this 
lower world to that world where sorrow 
hath no place. Afflictions here, however 
painful, are to be i*egarded as light, because 
they endure but for a moment. If they last 
our whole life, that still is but as a momei>t, 
when compared with eternity. The word of 
God accordingly teaches us to set our hearts 
upon that place, “ where only true joys are 
“ to be found that place where God shall 
wipe away all tears from the eyes “ of his 
“ servants where “ there shall be no more 
‘''death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
“ shall there be any more pain - ’ A hope of 
entering into this state is set before us in the 
Scriptures ; a hope founded on the promises 
of him who cannot lie, and therefore to be 
taken as an anchor of the soul, both sure 
and stedfast. 

Such then, are some of the reasons for 
searching the Scriptures. We should read 
and hear them because they are the word of 
God, the message from God to man : be- 
cause they declare unto us the way of salva- 
tion ; because they make kmown unto us the 
will of God ; because they are .profitable fof 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness ; because they fur- 


^ Rev. xxi. 4. 
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nish us with ground for patience, consolation, 
and hope. 

II. I will now, in the second place, pro- 
ceed to say a few words on the manner in 
which this duty of searching the Scriptures 
should be performed. 

»Read them, then, frequently ; read them 
with humility ; read them with attention ; and 
a desire to practise what you read ; read 
them with fervent praiyer to God, by whose 
Spirit they were indited, that he would assist 
you in understanding them, and in making 
them contribute to the salvation of your 
souls. 

First, read them frequently. It is a re- 
proach — and a heavy reproach — ^.justly cast on 
some people, that the Bible, the book of 
God, lies unopened in their houses. Let not 
this reproach be cast on you. You know 
how strictly God enjoined the study of his 
law under the Mosaic dispensation. “ These 
" words which I command thee this day, 
“ shall be in thine heart ; and thou shall 
“ teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shall talk of them N^hen thou sitteth in 
thine house, and* when thou walkest by the 
*• way, and when thou liest down, and when 
" thou risest up. And thou shall bind them 
** for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall 
" be as frontlets between thine eyes. And 
thou, shall wrjte them upon the posts of thy 
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" house, and on thy gates And again ia 
his charge to Joshua ; “ This book of the 
law shall not depart out of thy mouth ; but 
" thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 
“ that thou mayest obsei’ve to do according 
“ to all that is written therein If the law 
deserved to have this diligent and constant 
study — and most certainly it did, inasmuch 
as it proceeded from God himself — how 
much rather does the Gospel ? This careful 
study of the revealed will of God was always 
a mark of his faithful servants. In the de- 
scription of a good man, in the first Psalm, 
it is said, “ His delight is in the law of the 
“ Lord, and in his law will, he exercise 
“ himself day and night.” The 119th Psalm 
abounds in passages expressing the like sen- 
timent. Thus in the 9th verse, “Where- 
withal shall a young man cleanse his way ? 
“ — even by ruling himself after thy word.” 
Again ; “ My delight shall be in thy statutes, 
“ and I will not forget thy word.” And 
again ; “ My delight shall be in thy com- 
“ mandments, and my study shall be in thy 
statutes.” It was the praise of the Bereans, 
that upon the first preaching of the Gospel, 
“ they searched the Scriptures ♦daily whethdc 
" these things were so The consequence 
was, that “ many of them believed.” And 
it is recorded to the honour of Timothy, 


‘ Deut. vi. 6 — 9. 


’ Josi). i. 8. 
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the fellow-labourer of St. Paul, that from 
a child he had known the holy Scriptures, 
which were able to make him wise unto 
salvation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus 

Secondl)', read them with humility : with 
an humble teachable disposition, with a 
readiness to submit your own reason to the 
teaching of God. Although all that is neces- 
sary to salvation in the Scriptures is plain 
enough for the unlearned to understand, so 
plain “ that wayfaring men, though fools,” 
though simple and of a slow understanding, 
" shall not err therein “ !” yet there are many 
parts of the Bible which pi*esent so much of 
difficulty, that the most learned men have 
not been able to agree upon their meaning. 
These difficulties are increased from the 
Scriptures having been written in foreign lan- 
guages which have ceased to be spoken, and 
written in times and countries, the manners 
and customs of which w’ere very different 
from our own. St. Peter, you know, says, 
that in St. Paul’s Epistles, “ are some things 
" hard to be understood,* which they that 
" are unlearned arfd unstable,” {unstable, not 
steady in their religious principles), “ wrest 
as they do also the other Scriptures unto 
their own destruction ®.” If a man sits 
down to read the book of God with a proud 


’ 2 Tim. iii. 15. * lsaiab>xxxv. 8. ’2 Pet. iii. 16. 
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conceit of his own abilities, of the powers of 
his own reason, he will be apt ^to give new 
and strange interpretations of his own to 
the words of Scripture ; or perhaps to be 
led by seeming difficulties to reject the Bible 
altogether, and with it to give up all well- 
founded hope of a future life. Humility, an 
humble, teachable disposition, will prevent 
these evils. When St. Philip asked the Ethi- 
opian Eunuch, “ Understandest thou what 
“ thou readest ?” the reply was, “ How can 
“ I, except some man should guide me ' ?” 
Humility will dispose us in the study of the 
Scriptures to make use of the assistance 
which is offered to us^ A sincere member 
of the Church of England, in particular, will 
not, without great reason, depart from the 
interpretation of the doctrines of Scripture 
which is given in that Church in her Articles 
and Prayer Book. The Articles and Prayer 
Book were framed with great care and pains 
by men richly furnished with all learning, 
human and divine ; men, like Apollos, 

' Acts viii. 30, 31. 

^ I wish to take this opportunity of recommending to 
those who can afford it, the “ Family Bible,*' lately pub- 
lished by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge? 
All human works have their imperfections ; but the notes 
to the family Bible have been selected and brought toge- 
ther with much care and labour, and comprise a rich store 
of most useful information, and of strong and interesting 
incitements to practical piety. 
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" mighty in the Scriptures,” in the languages 
in which they were originally written ; men 
too, who were ready to give up, and many of 
whom actually did give up, every thing, even 
life itself, for the doctrines in them expressed. 
Next to the declared sense of the Church of 
England, an humble minded member of that 
Church will be disposed to seek assistance 
in understanding the Scriptures from his spi- 
ritual Pastor, the minister of the parish in which 
he dwells, who is regularly appointed over him 
to watch for his soul. 

Thirdly, read with attention. Many peo- 
ple, I fear, satisfy themselves with barely 
reading over a chapter or two of the Bible, 
without considering or endeavouring to im- 
press upon their minds what they read. 
Such careless reading is attended with little 
advantage. We must not be satisfied with 
simply reading or hearing the Scriptures, but 
must “ mark, learii, and inwardly digest 
“ them.” And we must not only digest 
them inwardly, but must practise them out- 
wardly in our daily conversation and con- 
duct. We must endeavour, by divine aid, to 
avoid whatever irt thought, word, or deed, 
fs contrary to the revealed will of God, and 
steadily to practise whatever the book of 
God commands. "In reading of God’s 
" word,” says the Homily of our Church, 
" he not alwaj's most profiteth that is most 
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“ ready in turning of the book, or in saying 
of it without the book ; but he that is most 
" turned into it, that is most inspired with 
“ the Holy Ghost, most in his heart and life 
“ altered and changed into that thing which 
" he readeth ; he that is daily less and less 
“ proud, less wrathful, less covetous, and less 
“ desirous of worldly and vain pleasures ; he 
“ that daily forsaketh his old vicious life, in- 
“ creaseth in virtue more and more.” 

Lastly, read the Scriptures with earnest 
prayer lor divine assistance. We know that 
we can do nothing w’ell without the help of 
the Holy Spirit, and we especially require 
the aid of that Spirit in reading the word of 
God. Our minds by nature are dark and 
blind, and stand in need of being enlight- 
ened by him who is the Father of lights. 
By nature we are sadly ignorant, and desti- 
tute of spiritual wisdom ; but ” if any of you 
“ lack wisdom,” says St. James, “ let him 
“ ask of God, who giveth to all men libei*ally 
“ and upbraideth not 

Allow me, my friends, to hope that you 
will be diligent in .searching the Scriptures, 
and attentive to the great ’truths which they 
contain. Those who are themselves imabld 
to read, should embrace every opportunity 
of hearing them read by others, by their 


’ James i. 5. 
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friends, their neighbours, or their children. 
All should be regular and attentive in listening 
to the sacred Scriptures in church. 

Remember that God’s word is intended to 
be a lantern unto your feet, and a light unto 
your path. If you neglect it, you will be in 
danger of walking on still in darkness. The 
Scriptures are the best source of patience 
and consolation. If you neglect them, where 
can you look for support and comfort, under 
the changes and chances, the many sorrows 
and calamities of this mortal life ? The 
Scriptures, finally, are able to make you wise 
unto salvation. If you neglect them, are you 
not guilty of neglecting the offer of salva- 
tion, of putting from you the gift of eternal 
life ? 

Let me, then, again exhort you to the dili- 
gent and constant, the daily, study of the 
word of God. Pray earnestly to him to en- 
lighten your understanding, and warm your 
hearts by the influence of that Spirit, by 
whose inspiration the Scriptures were given. 
In the words of the excellent Collect of our 
Church, humbly beseech* God, who " has 
“ caused all holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning, to grant that we may in such 
“ wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and in- 
« wardly digest them, that by patience and 

comfort of his holy word, we may embrace, 
“ and . ever hold fast, the blessed hope of 
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everlasting life which he hath given us in 
our Saviour Jesus Christ’.” 

* May I be permitted to suggest, that in reading the 
Scriptures, we should read those parts especially which 
are most applicable to ourselves, and most suited to our 
comprehension. Those who are young in years, or young 
in understanding, will comparatively derive little edifica* 
tion from great part of the prophetical writings ; and from 
those parts of the books of Moses which relate to the 
building and service of the Temple, to the Levitical rites, 
and to the municipal laws and regulations of the Jews : 
i. e. the latter part of Exodus, nearly the whole of Levi- 
ticus, and part of Numbers and Deuteronomy. Some of 
St. Paul’s Epistles relate in great measure to questions and 
customs peculiar to the times in which they were written ; 
and the doctrinal parts of his writings contain many things 
hard to be understood by young and unlearned persons. 
The twelfth and thirteenth chapters of Romans, the thir- 
teenth chapter of the first Epistle to the Corinthians, and 
the three last chapters of Ephesians, all persons would do 
well to commit to memory. 
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1 Thess. V. 17. 

“ Pray without ceasing.” 

One of the most effectual means of main- 
taining a principle of religion in our hearts 
is prayer. In discoursing on this duty, I 
shall endeavour to set before you. First, some 
of the principal arguments for, or motives to, 
prayer; Secondly, the frame and disposition 
of mind with which our prayers ought to be 
accompanied : and. Thirdly, the times at 
which they should be offered up ; to point 
out to you, in short, 1st, why we ought to 
pray ; 2dly, how we ought to pray : and, 3dly, 
when we ought to ^ray. 

* I. One great argument for prayer is drawn 
from the consideration of the many necessi- 
ties of our nature, for the supply of which we 
depend entirely on the bounty of that Being, 
to whom our prayers are to be addressed. 

^Of the body, the wants are numberless. 
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and continually returning. We stand in con- 
stant need of food and clothing, of the pro- 
tection of some roof to shelter us from the 
weather, of preservation from all kinds of 
evil accidents ; and often of recovery from 
pain and sickness, or of fresh strength to en- 
able us to bear it. As, for the supply of all 
these wants, we are to put our whole trust in 
the goodness of God, so we are to seek such 
supply by devoutly calling upon him in 
prayer. Thus, when the apostle directs us 
to “ be careful,” or over anxious, “ for no- 
thing he immediately adds, “ but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication, with 
“ thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
" known unto God.” And our blessed Lord, 
in the same discourse in which he teaches us 
for our food and raiment to depend upon 
him, who feeds the fowls of heaven and 
clotlies the grass of the field, instructs us 
daily to pray for whatever is essential to life, 
to implore God to give us day by day our 
daily bread ‘. 

But if the wants of the body furnish a 
strong motive for prayer, a still stronger one 
is furnished by the wants of the soul. Such 
is the nature of man since the fall of Adam,* 
that we cannot serve God acceptably without 
his grace, without the aid of his Holy Spirit. 
This grace, however, this assistance of God’s 


‘ Mattovi. 
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good Spirit, is promised to us in answer to 
our prayers. “ Ask, and it shall be given 
“ you,” says our Lord ; " seek, and ye shall 
" find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you And that when he said this, he had 
particularly in view those spiritual assist- 
ances of which I have just spoken, may be 
inferred from what follows. “ If ye being 
** evil know how to give good gifts unto 
** your children, how much more shall your 
" heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit to 
“ them that ask him ?” The argument is 
shortly this. We shall be lost for ever, if we 
do not receive the assistance of the Holy 
Ghost, and, in order to receive it, we must 
seek it in diligent prayer. 

Another argument for prayer is drawn 
from the tendency which it has in its own 
nature to preserve ns from sin. One of the 
principal and most constant topics of our 
supplications to the throne of grace, is deli- 
verance from temptations to evil, and from 
the bad passions and corruptions of our na- 
ture. Now the spirit of that man must be 
bold and shameless indeed, who can go on 
praying to God to deliver him from evil, 
'while at the ^same time he does not try, does 
not use any exertion on his own part, to 
avoid what he knows to be displeasing to 
God, and to conquer the sinful dispositions, 
• #» 


* Mattf vii. 7. 11. 
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the evil propensities within him. It is an old 
saying, that either praying will make a man 
leave off sinning, or sinning will make him 
leave off praying. 

Again : there is not one of us but has rea- 
son to lament his deficiency in heavenly- 
mindedness. We all probably feel, that our 
souls are too prone to grovel upon earth, to 
fix themselves upon worldly things, and are 
sadly wanting in genuine religious feeling 
and fervency of spirit. Prayer is the most 
likely way to correct this evil ; not only as it 
is the appointed means of procuring the aid 
of God’s good Spirit, but also from the ten- 
dency which it has in itself to raise and spi- 
ritualize our thoughts and affections. The 
habit of devoutly addressing ourselves to 
God in pi'ayer, naturally leads our minds 
away from earthly and visible things, to those 
unseen things which arc eternal; it trans- 
ports them from the objects of sense and 
whatever relates to this life only, to the 
world of spirits and the contemplation of 
heavenly subjects; and keeps alive and nou- 
rishes within us some portion of that reli- 
gious feeling, which’ the world and the flesh 
are continually labouring to extinguish. 

But farther; it is our duty to call upon 
God in prayer, bec^se it is enjoined by 
numberless precepts i& holy writ, ^d recom- 
mended by the example of our blessed^ Lord 
himself, and by that of all thrf true servants 
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and saints of God. Our Saviour directs us 
" to pray as well “ as to watch, that we 
" enter not into temptation He com- 
mands us to ask, that we may have ; to seek, 
that we may find ; to knock, that it may be 
opened unto us He has given us in the 
Jjord’s prayer a most excellent form for the 
model or pattern of our devotions; and in 
two striking parables has instructed us, that 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint 
His chosen followers enforce these injunc- 
tions of their Divine Master, Thus St. 
James says, “ if any of you lack wisdom 
(and we all do lack it,) “ let him ask of 
" God Thus St. Paul bids us in the text 
to “ pray without ceasing and in other 
places, “ to continue instant in prayer and 
to watch unto the same with thanksgiving. 
He directs us to “ pray always with all prayer 
“ and supplication,” and to “ watch thereunto 
“ with all perseverance ” and in the first 
Epistle to Timothy, he wills “ that men pray 
" every where, lifting up holy hands 

Examples of fervency and perseverance in 
prayer abound in every p^rt of the holy Scrip- 
tures, which have, recorded many of the sub- 
dime and e^fcellent petitions offered up by 
holy men of old to the throne of grace. I 
will nof pretend to enumerate these, or to 

’ Matt. xxvi. 41. * Matt, vii. 7. “ Luke xi, 5. and 

xvjii. 3. j * James i. 5. * Rom. xii. 12. 

* Eph. vi. 18. ^1 Tim. ii. 8. , 
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tell of the prayers of the patriarchs, of Moses, 
of Daniel, and of those many pious souls, 
who, by means of prayer, walked with God 
while on earth, and whose devotion will in 
the world to come be rewarded through the 
merits of Christ with everlasting happiness. 
Our blessed Lord, who gave us an example 
that we should follow his steps, was a pattern 
to us in this as in all other instances. We 
read repeatedly of his earnestness in prayer, 
and that he continued whole nights in prayer 
to God. His chosen followers were distin- 
guished like their divine Master for the fer- 
vency of their devotions ; and yourselves well 
know, that earnest and persevering prayer 
has always been a leading feature in the cha- 
racter of the true servants of God. 

II. I proceed now in the second place to 
consider the qualifications, the disposition of 
mind with which our prayers ought to be ac- 
companied, in order to their being accepted 
of God ; in other words, to point out how we 
ought to pray. 

One of the first requisites of acceptable 
prayer, is a sincere wish and endeavour to 
get the better of our sins. For, what is it 
but an instance of gross hypocrisy, an in-, 
suiting mockery of God, to pray with our lips 
that he would enable us to overcome our 
corruptions, while we feel in our hearts no 
real wish, and in fact do not try to be^ deli- 
vered from them ? Thus it is s*aid,.“ He’ that 
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« turneth iaway his /eaifleom hearing the law, 
" even his, prayer shall be an aheoiination *i}” 
and £^ain, , “ the sacriftce, lof thie> wicked , is 
“ ahomi nation to the Lord V’ Where you 
will observe, that it is not the having sinned, 
or the feeling, mnch of sin still remaining 
yvithin us that should prevent our praying to 
God:-r*-this sense lOf sin, if attended with an 
earnest desire to, be deliveired from, it, is one 
of the strongest arguments for prayer: — ^but 
it is the persevering boldly in, wickedness, 
without any endeavour to amend. 

Again ; our prayers , to be acceptable must 
be offered < in faith. “ Let a man ask in 
“ faith V’ says St. James; and our. Saviour, 
“ whatsoever, ye shall ask in prayer 
“ ye shall receive Our prayers must pro- 
ceed from a firm belief that God is, and that 
he is a God Lhat heareth prayer ; from a full 
persuasion, that his, ear is ever open to, receive 
our .supplications, and that be vvUl grant 
them, ;'if .wt immediately, yeti in, his, own 
good time ; provided, that is, tfiat/ they, are 
offered according tp,,,bis will,) ,a4id : tb^tu the 
granting , them,: will i fori rapri-CfWU. real be- 
nefit.;. This .faith* tJbisi belief, is founded, npon 

.the , promise^, pf; his, ,^Qn,;tOi'yhieh .J ,bave, al- 
ready .re^r^ed; ..“Askiahd fit .phali. be. giyen 

“ yon,” ae^„awd ,,ye fhaJi,,find,,ki|iQc)c ^nd it 

r • 

^ PfOV# xxviii. 9. * Frov. xv. 8. 

^ Matt. xxi. 220 


^ James i. 6. 
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shall be opened unto you From this 
promise, and many other passages in holy 
writ, we know, as the apostle asserts, that 
“ if any man ask according to God’s will, he 
heareth him.” 

Nearly allied to this qualification of prayer, 
if indeed it is not rather to be considered as 
a branch, or part of it, is the precept that our 
supplications be ofiered in the name of Christ. 
Our iniquities you know had separated be- 
tween us and our God. Christ however, by 
bearing in his own person the punishment of 
our sins, has reconciled us to his Father, and 
stands ever ready to make intercession for 
us, and, as our Mediator and High Priest, to 
present our prayers before the throne of the 
Most High. No man can come unto the 
Father, he tells us, but by him ; and it is 
through him that we have access to the Fa- 
ther. He therefore enjoins us to offer all 
our prayers in his name. " Whatever ye 
" shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you 

Humility and contrition of spirit form an- 
other very important; qualification of prayer. 
When we address ourselves to God, we should 
fall low on our knees before his footstool,” 
penetrated with a deep sense of our unwor- 
thiness, and grieving at the remembrance of 
our numberless transgressions. “ To this 

* Matt. vii. 7. ' John xvi. 23 

33 r 
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" man will I look, saith the Lord, even to him 
" that is poor and of a contrite spirit * and 
again, “ a broken and a contrite heart God 
"will not despised” The gracious accept- 
ance which attended the lowliness of the 
DOor publican in the parable is familiar, I 
trust, to most of you. 

It is indispensably requisite, W'hen we call 
upon God in prayer, that we should be atten- 
^ive to what w'e are about. If while we pre- 
tend to be praying to him, we wdlfully suffer 
Dur thoughts to wander to any earthly vanity, 
we certainly are in some degree chargeable 
with the guilt of di'awing near to God with 
our lips, while our hearts ai*e far from him. 
Let not, however, any one be discouraged by 
this expression. The b^st men, who arc 
most exemplary in their devotions, are not at 
all times able entirely to conquer this wan- 
dering, this distraction of the mind. It is an 
instance of human weakness, which, it may 
be, will cling to us as long as we continue to 
be clothed in mortality- We must lament it 
as such, and strive and pray against it. If 
we wilfully give way wjthout thus contend- 
ing against it, it is no doubt highly blame- 
able ; and we must bear in mind, that in pro- 
portion as this, wandering of the mina in 
prayer is suffered to prevail, so far are we 
wanting in genuine piety, so far do we fall 


^ Isaiah Ixvi* 2 . 


^ Psalm li, 17. 
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short of that holiness, the attainment of which 
ought to be the great object of our lives. 

But we must not only be attentive in out 
devotions, we must also be earnest, importu- 
nate, and fervent. The spiritual blessings 
for which we ought principally to pray are 
blessings of the greatest importance, blessingS 
without which we shall be lost for ever. We 
should therefore sue for them with no little 
warmth and earnestness. We should pray 
with heart and soul, like men who are beg- 
ging for their life. If we prefer our petitions 
coldly and languidly, w^e act as if we had no 
proper sense of the inestimable value of those 
blessings which we pretend to implore, al- 
most as if we meant to be refused, or, at least, 
did not greatly care whether we were refused 
or not. 

And here I would observe — and I must 
beg you to pay particular attention to the 
observation — that this attention and earnest- 
ness must accompany not only our private 
devotions, but also the public prayers of the 
Church. The greater part of those pi'ayers 
indeed are pronounced aloud by the minister 
alone, but the whole congregation should 
take part in them in their hearth, and make 
them their own, by saying, Armn, at the con- 
clusion of each. Some men in Church ap- 
pear to listen to the J)rayerS as they listen to 
the lessons or to the sermon, without iii any 
way joining in them. But surely this is t» 

F 2 
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defeat one great end of public worship, which 
;was instituted that all might heartily join 
together in putting up their con^mon suppli- 
cations to God, an4 by the united strength 
of their prayers draw down his bleeping 
upon them. When,, the prayers in.Churqh 
are pronounced by, the, minister, he is not 
praying alone, but is speaking in the name of 
the whole (Congregation, who, are not merely 
to listen to what he saya. but are , themselves 
to join with eaa'nestness mid devotion. 

III. And, now, in the third place, I will 
offer a few remarks upon the times, at whiqh 
our prayers should ^ offered up ; will sug- 
gest to you zeheu you ought to pray. Tire 
direction of the apostle is, that we should 
pray every where, and at all times should 
“ pray,” in short, “ without ceasing.” Not 
that we are required to be always on our 
knees, to be continually without intermission 
engaged in offices of devotion- This would 
be inconsistent with the lawful business, of 
this world. What is required is, that we 
should always ; be in a readiness; to pray ; that 
we should very often offer up short ejacula- 
tions and petitions for protection and spiritual 
strength ; and that we should have stated 
times , for, . di^yotion, in, the, pbseryanqe of 
which we I should be .regular » ana constant. 
Qf Daniel we rfead " th^ he kneeled on his 
" knees three times a day '/’ And' prayed an^ 


'Dan. vi. 10. 
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gave thanks to God. And David says of him- 
self* " fet evening, and morning, and at noon-* 
“ daiy will 1 pray, and that instantly.” It 
were' Well if’ We followed the example of these 
distinguished servants of the Most High ; 
but, at least, evei’y morning and evening we 
ought to direct ouf supplications to God, im- 
ploring the pardon of our sins, and his protec- 
tion from dangers spiritual and temporal. 

Besides our private devotions, those, who 
are fathers and masters of families, should 
observe the old' and excellent custom of fa- 
mily 'prayer and none of us ought ever, 
withoUt 'sonie very sufficient reason, to ab- 
sent ourselves on the Lord’s day from the 
public prayers of the Church. 

• It has' appeared then;'! trust, that it is both 
out interest and our duty to call upon God 
in prayer, because prayCr is the instituted 
mearis ’ of ‘ obtaining his blessings, temporal 
fthd Sjoiritiial ; feedaxlse id itself it has a ten- 
dency tO'kCep'ai^frotn sin, to nourish in us 
a'heaveh]y‘fra*rae''of mind,' iind because it is 
CWforced tty 'the '‘precepts' of holy writ, and 
redommerided by' the example of all tlie true 
feeirvdnts bf God. i 

1 ‘ f> •> / > i { h lion’-' • I ; ‘ * 

Fcfr ’tliy ^i^pbse, I^^ould reiomrAend either the Lord's 
Pfay^^ G&enibral Confcfesion, Collect for the week, and 
imorning and evening Collects ; or Bp. Wilson's Family 
Prayers ; or Bp. Gibson's ; or the selection of family 
Prayers from the New Manual, which is published by the 
Society for Promoting Christian* Knowledge. 

p 8 
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It baa appeared in the second place, that 
'n order to their being accepted, they must 
proceed from a humble and penitent heart ; 
nust he offered up in 'hiith, and in the name 

Christ ; must be preferred with attention, 
with earnestness, and with warmth ; and that 
ihey roust be not only fervent, but also fre- 
quent. 

My friends, let us seriously examine our 
own conduct by what has been above urged. 
Are we in the habit of thus calling upon God, 
or, as it is in the text, of praying without 
oeasing? We read of men, who say in their 
hearts, "What is the Almighty, that we 
“ should serve him ; or what profit shall we 
' have if we pray unto him and of others, 
who are branded with the censure, that they 
" have not called upon God.” Are we liable 
to the same reproach ? If we are living 
without prayer, we are living in a state of 
the utmost danger ; from which we may in- 
deed be recovered by divine grace, but one 
of the first symptoms of our recovery will be 
found in our calling upon God. Or, though 
we do sometimes pray with our lips, do we 
pray without attention, without earnestness? 
While we dutwardly seem to be engaged in 
our devotions, do we wilfully suffer our 
thoughts to wander to earthly things, with- 
qiut lamenting ^nd striving against this way- 
wardness of spirit? In proportion as this is 
the case, we have veason to fear that our 
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hearts are not right with God, that we are 
but little influenced by real piety, that we are 
still far from the kingdom of heaven. We 
must contend against this dulness of religious 
feeling to the utmost of our power ; must 
beseech God to assist us in our prayers, and 
to pour into our hearts the genuine spirit ctf 
grace and supplication. 

To conclude. Let us be frequent and 
earnest in private prayer; lot us pray in our 
families constantly and devoutly ; and let 
nothing but some real and weighty hindrance 
prevent us from taking part in the public 
service of the Church. In short, let us “ pray 
without ceasing ; let us continue instant 
" in prayer, praying always with all prayer 
" and supplication, and v^atching thereunto 
" with all perseverance.” 



SERMON VIII. 


PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Heb. X. 25 , 

** Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is.'* 

The first teachers of ouv holy religion, and 
the servants of (iod in every age, appear to 
have laid peculiar stress upon the duty of 
assembling together” for tlie purpose of 
public \vorship. For not only is it in itself 
a duty of great importance, the neglect of 
which seems, generally speaking, to imply no 
little disregard of our religion and of its di- 
vine Author, but because neither can doc- 
trines be inculcated, nor other duties enforced 
with any prospect* of success, -while this con- 
tinues to be neglected. For discourses upon^ 
subjects of whatever importance, are neces- 
sarily lost to those who reftise to come, to 
h|ar them, who literally “ set at nought their 
‘^instruction, and will none of their reproof.” 
Xo this duty, therefoa-e, I now wish to draw 
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your serious attention, and in treating of it I 
shall consider, first, the reasons on which it 
is founded ; and secondly, the excuses which 
too many persons are ready to advance to 
vindicate thei|r;U^lept of ih ,i . j ^ 

I. First then ; the public service of our 
Church is instituted, and excellently calcu- 
lated, for two important purposes distinct in 
their nature, but both tending to the same 
great end. These are first, the joining to- 
gether in public or common prayer and 
praise to God ; and secondly, attention to 
the instruction, the exhortation, the admo- 
nition, and reproof contained in his holy 
word. 

Let us consider the first of these, the join- 
ing in common or public prayer and praise 
to God, and examine — I will not say in what 
respect it is superior to— but in what it dif- 
fers from, prayer addressed to him in private. 
And here I must request the particular atten- 
tion of those persons who are in the habit of 
saying, that they worship God sufficiently at 
home ; that they can serve him in their own 
houses as well and iw effectually as at Church. 
We may remark then in the first place, th^t 
the holy, religion which we profess is a sooial^ 
religion ; a religion, . the very nature as wull 
as precepts of which, require, its ■ sincere prpr 
fessors to have fellowship .or communion oi^‘ 
with another ; and this communion is parti- 
cularly to be maintained in prayer and oth(sf 

r 5 
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r,eli@ous ofl^ces. . AccQi?dingly we read of. its 
first f?^hers, the Apostles, that they " all 
‘^eontinped with one accord in prayer sand 
supplication that they “ were continually 
“ in the temple praising and blessing God ^ 
and we are told of their earliest disciples, 
that ‘‘ they continued stedfastly in the Apos- 
“ ties’ doctrine and fellowship, and in break- 
ing of bread, and in” common “ prayers ^ 
and that they resorted to the place “ where 
** prayer was wont to be made So neces- 
sary, indeed, was this duty considered, that 
in the passage which I have selected for my 
text, “ the forsaking the assembling of them- 
" selves together,” appears to have been 
deemed by the Apostle as a sort of apostacy, 
as a desertion of the faith of Christ. 

Again. Many of the blessings which we 
ask from heaven, are blessings of a public 
nature. “ O, pray for the peace of Jeru- 
salem ®,” says the royal Psalmist ; the Apostle 
exhorts that “ supplications” and " prayers 
“ be made for all men, for kings and for all 
“ that are in authority ® and we are to pray 
for the general welfare and prosperity of the 
Church and natiofl to which we belong. And 
'sbrely it is ‘peculiarly fitting, that supplica- 
tions for public and common blessings should 
be ofiered in common; that we should join 

* A As i. 14* • * Luke xxiv. 53. * Acts ii. 42. 

Actsxvi. 13. ® Psal!n cxxiii. 6. ® 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 
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together in imploring those mercies, of which, 
as members of society, we stand in need. 

Of the especial blessing promised by our 
Saviour to the social exercise of religion, you 
are continually reminded in the prayer at the 
conclusion of the ordinary Church service. 
** Where two or three,” says he, “ are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the 
" midst of them Does it not follow, that 
to forsake the “ assembling of ourselves toge-* 
“ ther” for public worship, is to act as if we 
despised this blessing, as if we set no value 
upon this immediate presence of our Lord ? 

Farther yet. We are bound to do all that 
we can to promote the interests of religion ; 
in other words to advance the glory of God : 
we are bound to “ let our light so shine be- 
fore men, that they may see our good works, 
** and glorify our Father which is in heaven V’ 
And doubtless this great end is more ad- 
vanced by public than by private prayer. It 
is of the nature of the latter to shun observa- 
tion ; to be known only to God and to our- 
selves ; but by joining in public prayer, we 
openly profess ourselves to be the seiwants 
and worshippers of the only true God, and 
call upon ail around us to won^iip him also, 
and to " fall low on their knees before his 
" footstool.” And where a whole congrega- 


F 0 


* Matt, xviii. SO. 


* Matt. V. 16.’ 



108 JPublia^'Worshipi . 

tion join earnestly anid devoutedly in offering 
up their common supplications to their 
Maker! and Redeemer, ifc is obvious, how naoch 
this must contribute to the individual edifica- 
tion of its niembers,' and to the nourishment 
and increase of a devotional feeUirg 
♦ Praise and thavjcsgiving, even for private 
and personal mercies, and still more for pub- 
lic blessings, seem peculiarly to demand to 
be offei'ed up in public. A mind really pe- 
netrated with gi’atitude, is glad and anxious 
to “ show forth” its thankfulness, to celebrate 
the kindness of him, by whom it has been 
benefited, and “ to make the voice of its 
" praise to be heard.” This was the manner 
in which the man after God’s own heart, “ the 
“ sweet singer of Israel,” expressed the feel- 
ings of a grateful soul. He rejoiced to give 
thanks in public. “ I will not keep back thy 
loving-kindness and truth I’rom the great 
“ congregation.” “ I will pay my vows unto 
the Lord,” says he, “ in the sight of all his 
« people, even in the courts of the Lord’s 

^ Greatly, would it tqnd to p^^inote the hi^h purposes 
for wtiich public worship was instituted, if tlie whole con- 
^regaiion would'join hudihly in tbb'se parts of the seiVlce 
in ’^hicli they ar^^ directed to join j-^for instan<te, in the 
Genera) Confession, ihq Lord’s Prayei^, the alternate verses 
in the,, Psalms and Hymns, in the Creeds, and the 
Responses in general. Whenever the clerk’s voice is 
heard, the voice of the whole congregation should be heard 
also. 
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" home, eveo' iii' the -xAidlst ;bf th®ei ©< Jeru*- 
“ saltern •.<).'(:!:•<’ <i n; 

The Book' of Psalms indeei^ dotofcairts the 
fittest expression of evtery- : feraftch of devo- 
tion, and the religious feelings of David ‘ ought 
to be the feelings of every one of us. Let 
me beg of you to consider, how highly hte 
valued the privilege of taking part in the 
public worship of God, and how deeply he 
lamented the temporary privation of it. " O 
“ how amiable,” says he, in the Ixxxivth 
Psalm, “ are thy dwellings ; thou Lord of hosts. 
“ My soul hath a desire and a longing to enter 
“ into the courts of the Lord “ Blessed are 
" they that dwell in thy house : they will be 
“ always praising thee “ for one day in thy 
“ courts is better than a thousand. I had 
“ rather be a door-keeper in the house of my 
“ God, than to dwell in the teirts of ungodli- 
ness.” The forty-second Psalm appears to be a 
pathetic lamentation, of his being' for a season 
deprived of that public exercise of dev'otion 
in the Lord’s house, in which his soul de- 
lighted. “ Like as the hart desireth the wa- 
“ ter brooks; so longeth my sbul. after thee, 
“ O God. My soul is athirst ,, for Gqd, yea, 
“ even for the living God; whsen-shall I come 
"to appear before the presence of God?” 
" Now when I think thereupon, I pour out 
“ my heart by myself, for I went with the 


’ Psalm \:xvi. 
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*‘i multitude, and brought them forth into the 
“ bouse of God 

O, my friends, why have we not more of 
this feeling ? why are not we, like him, “ glad 
“ when they say unto us. We will go into the 
" house of the Lord 2” if we are not, is it not 

symptom that we are sadly wanting in spi- 
ritual mindedness and religious affections ? that 
we have great reason, earnestly to implore God 
by his grace to soften our hearts, and to fill 
them with the genuine spirit of piety and de- 
votion ? 

Such then, my friends, are some of the 
reasons, upon which I conceive this duty of 
public prayer to be founded; and you will 
observe, that all that I have hitherto urged, 
applies as much to divine service when there 
is no sermon, as when there is one. We ai*e 
required “ not to forsake the assembling our- 

selves together” for the purpose of public 
worship, by the whole spirit of our holy re- 
ligion ; it is our duty to take part in this 
worship, because of its tendency to advance 
the glory of God, and to promote Christian 
edification; because it is peculiarly calcu- 
lated to draw down public blessings; be- 
cause it is the fittest expression of our thank- 
fulness ; because it is recommended to us by 
the example of David, and of all the faithful 
servants of God. 


* P&&lm xlii. 
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But the service of the Church was insti- 
tuted not only for the purpose df common 
^ayer ; itpirovides also for the instruction and 
edification, of . her members by " reaxiing the 
word of God,” and by “ preaching.” 

The word of God we Imow is able jto make 
us wise unto salvation and, in order to this, 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
“ correction, for instruction in righteous- 
" ness.” And which of us is there who does 
not stand in need of some, or of all of these ? 
The word of God “ is profitable for doctrine 
and instruction in righteousness.” Man 
by nature " is like a wild ass’s colt and 
greatly ignorant of those things, which be- 
long to his soul's health. There are too 
many persons, who thougli living in a Christ- 
ian country, yet continue sunk in this igno- 
rance, and in danger of perishing with those 
who know not God. To rescue them from 
this state of darkness and of the shadow of 
death, the ministry of the word was appointed 
by the Son of God ; for both faith and saving 
knowledge “ come by hearing, and hearing 
“by the word of* God;” but “bow shall 
“ they,” for whose benefit ’ this word was in- 
tend^, “ how shall they hesfr without a* 
preacher ?” Jesus Christ himself came as 
it was foretold of him by the prophets to 
preach the Gospel to the poor, and we read 


* 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16. 


» Jobxi, 12. 
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that ifludy rto> iwhom.ihe / preached dn person 
‘^heard hint gkdJy i? Mid: with' good reason 
hear4 ther^.- hini^ for he> had the . vvoixis of eteiv , 
nal lifeif!, But does heihOt stUl speak to ps, in 
thfC’ words of . his . Apostles and Evangelists;? 
Does he* not still (address to us the wortlsaf 
eternal ' life, in thrse Scfciptures which are in- 
deed able to. make us wise unto salvation? 
If this be so, what must be said of those men, 
•who ai’e guilty of wilfully refusing to come 
to hear God’s word in God’s house ? Do they 
not act as if they loved darkness rather tlmn 
light ? as if they valued not the Gospel of 
salvation? as if they despised and set at 
nought both the ministers and the word of 
the Son of God ? If they continue ignorant, 
their ignorance is wilful; if they “ are de- 
** stroyed through kck of knowledge their 
destruction is of themselves. 

But possibly some persons will plead that 
they are wo? ignorant; or that, even if they 
are, they have the means of instruction in 
their own hands; that they are able to read ; 
and that firom the Bible ; and Other books 
they can learn their duty, and how to please 
^God sufficiently a£( their own homes, without 
having recoilrse to < the ( public instructions of 
thei Church. I Allowing ail this, to: be true; 
adfmitting that: they' iarel : already equal to a 
" sbribe instructed: unto the ; kingdotm of hea'* 


* Hbs. iv. 6. 
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" ven or that, they may without difficulty 
become so, still 'these persbnia one I not ex- 
empted from the 'duty, of joining .in the ‘*‘;pub- 
" lie prayers” of the Church, even supposing 
that they need not her instructions; for the 
obligation to take part ki public worsiiip is, 
as I before observed, distinct from that of 
coming for religious information, and is 
equally incumbent upon all, upon the wise 
and the unwise, upon the learned no less 
than the unlearned. But farther; the word 
of God is not only profitable for doctrine and 
instruction, it is also profitable for exhoria,- 
iion, for correction and reproof. Superior 
learning and knowledge are not always at- 
tended with correspon^ng holiness of life. 
Even those who are well instructed, stand 
sometimes in need of being exhorted to 
greater fervency of spirit, to greater zeal in 
their Christian warfare ; they sometimes may 
even require admonition and reproof. Ad- 
monition and reproof it is true are uupleas- 
ing to the pride of our corrupted nature; 
and 'it may be, that there are some men so, 
devoid of all Christian lowliness of mind, and 
so ill able to brook admoiiition, las for this 
very: reason-'-'to ^bsept IhemselviSs from 'the 
house of God : . men, wiho though tbeir> mir 
nistet is boudd; at the peril of his own soul 
to warn them *, are yet offended wf th him for 


^ Matt. xiii. 52. 


^ £zek. iii. 17. 



1 14 Public Worship. 

so doiftg, and who withdraw themselves from 
his ministry lest the evil of their ways should 
be plainly set before them. All pride how- 
ever, and spiritual pride more especially, is 
most dangerous ; and no- light vengeance may 
be feared by those, who .refuse to be cor- 
rected by the book, or by the ministers, of 
God, and cast “ God’s word behind them.” 

The service of the Church then was insti- 
tuted, first, for public or common prayer; 
and, secondly, for public instruction, exhor- 
tation, and admonition from the word of God. 
Upon each of these accounts it is the duty of 
all Christians to resort to it. It is also our 
duty, as it is the piincipal part of the observ- 
ance which we owe to the Sabbath or Lord’s 
day. The obligation to keep holy one day 
in seven, and to dedicate it to the service of 
the Most High, we all acknowledge : and we 
all, I trust, are sensible, that one great reason 
of the institution of the Sabbath, was to pre- 
‘ serve the knowledge of God and of his ways, 
and regularly to call off our thoughts from 
the world and things of the world, and for a 
time at least to fix them on those unseen 
tlungs that relate to eternity. Doubtless 
* then,, to riegledt -the public Service of the 
Church, is to act contrary to this obligation, 
^ to profane; the Lord’s iday, and in no slight 
degree to frustrate and render 'vain - the gra- 
cious purposes for which it was appointed. 

, I am now, as I proposed, in the next place. 
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to considev scMue o£ the excuses, whu^ men 
usually advance, to vindicate their neglect 
of public worship. . That there may be sufB> 
cient excuse for absence from the house of 
God, I am ever ready to allow. Sickness for 
instance, or reasonable fear of sickness ; at* 
tendance upon the sick; or the care of im 
fant children, are of this description. And 
when a house stands remote from others, or 
contains many things of value, it may per- 
haps be inexpedient to leave it entirely empty 
and unguarded. The pleas, however, which 
are frequently advanced are miserably weak, 
and too clearly show from their very nature, 
that they proceed from a disregard for reli- 
gfion, a disinclination to the service of God. 
Some persons, for instence, endeavour to ex- 
cuse themselves, because they are prevented 
by some worldly business, by some household 
cares and occupations.’ Since the Sabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the Sab- 
bath, works of necefesity and of charity are 
on that day permitted to us ; and if they can 
at no other time be performed, may perhaps 
even excuse our absence from Church; But 
are the icares and thei business which these 
persons plead, to he classed with either of* 
these 1 '■ Oftentimes < they are ' works ' which 
might have been transact in : the < ^(receding 
week, ' or ■ :deferitfed till 'some i day following; 
and oftentimes the Lord’s holy day is- pur- 
posely set apart for some worldly occupatioij. 
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such as ' the' ■settlement' of accounts, suc^ dS 
journeys of amuseraent'or Of business; sOrtfe- 
times such as the cleansing of their Id welling 
and of ‘fheir apparel. Even during thO^e six 
days in which men ought to work, it is ver^ 
possible to have our hearts^ and minds So’fdr 
engaged in the affairs of this world, ds to risk 
the loss of the one thing needful : if they are 
suffered to induce us to neglect the cate of 
Our souls and the service of God oh God’s 
own day, they become most dangerous!, and 
we have reason to fear that wO are the ser- 
vants of Mammon, not the servants of the 
living God. And we are' not ignorant that 
those men ' in the parable who dll with oiie 
‘^oonsent began to make excuse ’” for neg- 
lecting the invitation of their Lord, On ac- 
count of some worldly hindrance, were nbt 
so excused, but cormted unworthy of the 
heavenly feast, and left to perish in 6titer 
darkness. • 

■ Others' again will, perhaps, plnad 'tlidt thhy 
are ashamed to appear at- Churdh dn adcourit 
of the-poomess oftheirclbthds. If the medn- 
nees of ybut' rdiment' is *the ,Con’5ifee[uence' bf 
your own neglect^' y>'6b 'ina^ indeed 'tdke 
'shame to yoursidlves’;' but this' 'is np excuse 
for neglecting your duty to Gbdi IfIt'iS ihe? 
effect of unavoidablb' poybrty,' it 'is’ “ho ‘ l^e- 
proach to you; and ‘if any one mocks 'hr 


’ Lultexiv. 18 . 
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makes sport of you for,^tnitb^t,man will hav® 
much, to, answer fpr at, ,th? , last ' , day ; . for ;hQ 
that 4^piseth fhe poor, as well as i“, he that 
“ oppi-esseth” hjm„“reproacheth his Maker?;?! 
In all such cases recollect that God does not 
look to the appareh and outward, appearancei 
but to the ipward thoughts and dispositions, of 
the heart. , : , i . . 

, But not tp occupy , more of your time in 
examining these and the like excuses ; let 
each person, who is inclined to advance them, 
seriously ask his own heart, and let him ask 
it as in the immediate presence of God, whe- 
ther he really wishes to join in the prayers 
of the congregation, and is -really grieved 
when unavoidably prevented; let him ask 
himself whether his excuse for . absence from 
Church is such as ought in reason to be ad- 
mitted ; whether in fine it is such, as he 
could venture to plead before the judgment- 
seat of Christ. There are indeed, I fear, 
some mep who neglect public worship, with- 
out eveir pretending to make any excuse for 
their conduct. They absent themselves from 
Church, from a mere spirit of indolence and 
carelessness. They think !it of no conse- 
quence w;h ether, , they go thither ’Or not, and* 
ha(d rather spend ,the time in slpep, or ia 
amusemept, by their; fii?eH?ides, . of in idle 
empty , talk prith thoughtless men like-minded 


* Prov. xiv;» SI. 
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with themselves. And what can we say to 
such pereoms as theses Alas! if they would 
reflect seriously but for a single moment> 
surely they would be sensible that they are 
destitute of genuine religion ; that instead of 
being possessed of that •fervency of spirit 
which is recommended by the Apostle, they 
are sunk in a deadly slumber, in a fatal spi- 
ritual lethargy, which, unless they are roused 
from it by some alarming dispensation of 
Providence, and the influences of God’s good 
Spirit, will terminate in the everlasting de- 
struction of body and soul in hell 

And now by way of conclusion permit 
me to repeat the substance of what I have 
advanced. 

It is your duty to resort regularly to di- 
vine service — and this both when there is no 
sermon, and when there is one ; — because it 
is your duty to take part in common prayer, 
on account of its peculiar tendency to pro- 
mote the glory of God, and the edification of 


^ I believe it sometimes happens that men absent them- 
selves from Church from a disli^ie to their minister. Now, 
in the first place, it is«probable that this dislike is entirely 
groundless, occasioned it may be by their minister’s faithful 
execution of his office. But even supposing it to be well- 
founded, yet what a weak pretext is this for neglecting a 
known duty ? Those who go to Church, go thitlier not to 
please their minister, but to please their God. For a man 
to stay away, to neglect the service of God, and the care of 
his owli salvation, because he dislikes his minister, is an in- 
gtance of foUy unworthy a reasonable being. 
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man ; on account pf the especial blessing and 
presence of our ^viour promised to it, and 
because it is recommended by the precepts 
and example of the faithful servants of God. 
It is also your duty to come to Church for 
the sake of the instruction, the eackortation, 
the admonition, there addressed to the con-' 
gregation by God’s minister. And fe.rther, it 
is your duty, because it is an important part 
of the observance due to the Lord’s day. 
The truth of what I have said on this sub- 
ject, you are yourselves I. am persuaded all 
ready to allow. Let me intreat you then 
seriously to reflect, that every time that you 
deliberately forsake “ the assembling of your- 
“ selves together as the manner of some is 
every time that you wilfully absent your- 
selves from Church, without a really good 
and weighty reason, you are guilty of sinning 
against God with your eyes open, are guilty 
of leaving undone what you know and ac- 
knowledge, you ought to do. Of the danger 
of such wilful disobedience you cannot be ig- 
norant. But surely, my friends, you will not 
act so foolishly ; you will not be such ene- 
mies to your own souls. Let me rather hope 
that you will make the “ Sgbbath of the 
“ Lord,” as in other respects, so especially in 
tiiis, “ a delight, the holy of the Lord, and 
“ honourable * that so far from neglecting. 


^ Isaiah Iviii. 13* 
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you will be anxious to take part in his public 
worship, and like David be sincerely grieved 
when you are unavoidably prevented ; that 
you will reaUyi takd (^U<!ishlrel ih the public 
exercise of devotion, and will I'ejoice to re- 
sort to the house of God "‘with the voice of 
" praise and thanksgiving, with the multitude 
“ that keep holiday ” • 



SERMON IX 


BAPTISMAL VOW,. 


Deut. iv. 23, 

Take heed unto yourselves, lest yc forget the covenant 
of the Lord your God,” 

Although God the eternal Spirit is to be 
worshipped with a spiritual worship, yet the 
devotion of the mind may be assisted by sen- 
sible objects. It has accordingly pleased the 
divine Author of our religion to appoint cer- 
tain significant rites to be the means of con- 
veying to us God’s grace, while at the same 
time they have in themselves a natural ten- 
dency to excite and strengthen a religious 
frame and temper of soul. Such rites are the 
two Sacraments : for* by the word Sacrament, 
you know, is meant " an outward and visible „ 
“ sign” — a sign that may be seen-^“ of an in- 
“ ward and spiritual grace given unto us 
whicti sign must have been " ordained” or 
appointed “ by Christ himself, as a means 
whereby we receive such grace, and as a 
" pledge” or token " to assure us” that we dc > 
33 G 



122 Vow. 

receive ii:| The only two Sacrattients thus 
appointed Christ are Baptism and the 
Lord’^ Supper; both which are declared 
by our Church to be “ i^enerally necessary to 
" salvation,” necessary to the salvation of all 
those ^^ho have it in their povVer to partake of 
them. 

The first of tliese Sacraments is Baptism. 

The necessity of Baptism appears to arise 
from the lost state in which man is by nature. 
The natural state of man is repeatedly called 
in Scripture “ the flesh.” Our Saviour says, 

that which is born of the flesh is flesh ’ 

St. Paul assures us, “ that they that are in 
'‘the flesh cannot please God*;” and tells 
the Ephesians, that they had heretofore been 
" dead in trespasses and sins had been 
" the children of v^rath even as others ®.” Ac- 
cordingly our Church begins her ofiice for 
Public Baptism with reminding the congre- 
gation “ that all men are conceived and bom 
" in sin, and that our Saviour Christ saith, 
" none can enter the kingdom of heaven ex- 
“ cept he be bom anew of water and of the 
“ Holy Ghost.” This (plainly refers to our 
Loid’s conference with Nicodemus, in which 
he says, “ Except a man be bom again — born 
" of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
'‘'into the kingdom of GodV’ The rite of 


* Rom. viii. 8. ’ Eplies. ii. 1, &c. 

* John iii. 3. 5. 


’ tfobn iii. 6. 



Baptism Imd ^)een in ufe among the 

Jews : ana that they yrex'e supposed, npt to he 
ignwant of its spiritual signification,, we rtiAy 
infer from our Lord’s saying to Nicodemus, 
‘‘ Art thou a master in Israel, and knowest 
not these things ?” When St. John came 
as the harbinger of the Messiah, he came bap- 
tizing those who repented of their sins. 
And our Lord himself, though he needed it 
not, yet submitted to be baptized, in order 
that he might fulfil all righteousness. And 
when the time came that the Christian reli- 
gion was to be preached throughout the 
world, he adopted the rite of Baptism, as the 
means of admission to the. privileges of the 
Gospel. Thus in his commission to the 
Apostles to make disciples of all nations, he 
charged them to baptize them, “ in the 
" name of the Father, and of tho Son, and of 
" the Holy Ghost*.” From that time to the 
present. Baptism, the washing of regenera- 
tion, has been the instrument of admission 
into the Church of Christ ; and thus our 
Catechism instructs us, that in Baptism “ we 
change a state of vj^rath for a state of grace ; 
“ that in Baptism we are made members of 
Christ, children of God, and inheritors of* 
" the kingdom of heaven.” Members of the 
Church of Ciirist have an interest in the 
promises made to that Church, in the promise 


* Matt, xx'^jiii. 19. 
G 2 



Baptismal Vow. 

.'o' \ 


124 

6^*the Spirit among The offices 
£ 91 ) Baptiimp[aacGnd{ii^j)iofHi8i^etih4hieii>bkp- 
4i^s(toifasofaBi[t|g<^.ni£(dej^Gb(i'3«^tl^ *^«hild 
Ipy adofitiod, a8''h0ingl]fegttneK»l©^lii‘<‘l"i ''H''!* 
--1 .null j'i'3'^ih )(< •'iiiJ/ <>) ’)iit J ) Oil// ‘I'DiiJ 

aty(S(> a^i^ot’eoij it lisivbi;y/t^l>t par^tM 

slffjijldj^eiftn jiwingfcgi rthnh.vhil^ 

‘^cnil([^cnU<ho are bdntizea, uynig before tliVy commit ac- 
“<t*fe|l 4g^4^,‘«rfe'^i^(W(fWteV1fy «?bV^ cbilsec^bml^, 
mfco ftnB'lfcuig lia^j^kisrtti idf IiJn cllilUj 

aptp, yifs jpf its j^qursi Waltliv You itiU 

no!f think, tW is ^ny ijpjn j:^pi ju titering, in to 9^- 

Vidhint \wtfi uocl wjaniiy who from their tenuer age cannot 
^hdef-ythml' tbfc eorttlirihiri^ off'rtirft if ‘you hear in 

ipiottthaC'GroA hi4flselftaf)]iwiitedp^ha# nnder the Old Tei- 
mnent disp^^sajti^p^ fchildieqj.sliiQViMl be>ei>tBfcd inti^co^ 
vea 

the, 

nt^ntqf'BaptHYb appears ttrstana m the pii 

aaoi'altientiof Cifoii^7ittik4iiorlf;Mikc thbf,‘5t \h thb 
meanfc,p^^eiHeif5ng,int{0 oqvQpwitiFith God ; . and cortaitily 

• i’ • *C if*. 1 11 I**,. 1.*^ 




^iliii*ichldii^l^ai3e(hvfitl^Ui<)S0 iMotilfl hate kypt'i^th 
biji?>,( dlildtenir fiaid.4iepi*^^to /dirtltfr 

" dorn oT God. If children \fcre cajiable of being the 
peculiar objects of Christ’s care and attention, and peculiarly 

ltwdw)(Wswrcly;,tkcy,8«’e..ct-> 
PiftW. fcy.Bftpw 

wfS fm . Am‘n» 

".jfifiri io n'liiiniJdiK -m) tlji/f uk'/.j'jii’i. :!■<• 

V, J 



■ ,rr m,,;^. 'M 

., I ,l!aB»ilul})r)|t9rmw4e^.ftliB(k)anuinero£i}f):^ cMi 
(iffii)o|!^rrli)a8l)kai(S^qxpoie/ithQtie!'ti^igteu 
rious inheritafnKa9>)fis^'>tli^niodse^ Jtoiiifab^ 
those who come to jears of discretion, is 
forpftd,up^n >^hp^lj|er jyprjHlL^Pfippt it or 
Youi-aUrifVMell fcii4iw, that 1 the to ife 
iSi co(nfieirFed,"'w|)dn 't;he''c«>ndil!hl)h ‘■6f ’^iir‘’‘ftll*f 
filling 'oitif 

coijdftiojj thAit we adhe^’e AQ.iWPi.v/Pvvijaiw ipto- 
into whijCh w<e th«n lent^^d. lAndi I am 
persuaded' ’hlsb, 'that ytou chtwiot hfekv^teeinw, 
that if a lha'rt trihthv^ yea|i Iri t^ie 
neglept of Jiis, hapti^nital vow«'liis %op]ti^,'SO 
fat ftom being of Any useitoi-him,'iiaUst rathier 
increase his icolidbranation*; must inttrte^ “it, 
inasmuch its h^ '^ilty bf d'6's'|)ishig' the 
offered ipeircy of Ood, guitfy pf .or 

dra>ving hfiich from a solemn vow; ; I- am sa- 
tisfied* that yoti 'cannot help 'seeing,' and' al** 
lowing this.'' 'SulBfer i)dp 'thfe^ 'td ^dur 
attehtipln 'to ^,ie\^ partict^Ws ,in ypprjVp.V.of 
haptis^)^ and 'bo intreat, you toi considort sari- 
ou^yv(whethbiryou>bave kiept it"of n(rt'.‘ ‘This 
I am -Sensible is a' 

t* ji { f n ' ^( t TJ j( r 



thfe Clitrtrdi of 6hriit 
language Of‘th€^'^^b‘'ArticIe/iHrit^ Trf^tisin of yOuAg 
“ children is in any w Ijetaittedt^in the Church, as 

“ most agreeable with the institution of Christ.*’ 

g3 
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Iwt tbefi? ^ po spbje'pt.pjore meftil^.no subject 
wbicb i»;iore!,rcqpir,es tp egaip and again ii^ 
sisted-on. , , ' 

. You engaged, then, in the first place, " to 
" renounce the devil and all his works ; the 
V pomps And vanity of this wicked world ; 
" and all the sinful Justs of ,the flesh.” Have 
you ad|^ered to this engagement 1 Have you 
in reality thus renounced, the three great ene- 
mies of man’s salvation ? 

The devil you know is the author of sin. 
His peculiar works are pride, envy, malice, 
lying, and tempting men to transgress against 
God. Have you carefully avoided all these 
works of the devil? To be lifted up with 
prick especially is the way to " fall into tlie 
“ condemnation of the devil Are we free 
from pride ? Are we humble in mind, and 
lowly in our behaviour, both towards God 
and man ? Again ; envy is said by a wise 
though uninspired writer to be one of the 
characteristics of the great enemy j “ through 
" envy of , the devil came death , into the 

world ®.” Do we evey secretly jrepinp at 
the good which, happ(3n3,,to a, neighbour? 
When we. ^e,,nnother,,,whpm, pur pride', ppr- 
hapsjtgmp^ to,reg<ird ^ loss, deserving, than 
Oinrfeljvps„dn-,prpM)eronS; wpumsl^nce^, apd 
get^,,pn >in tbp„,w9rWj .pw^ippe 

in a, poor and low condition, do we feel no 

* 1 Tim. iii. 6. I * Wisdom ii. 24. 
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lurking grudge, no emotion of envy? Do 
yoii 'feel ';nb'"^(ih '^6u 'fe(^e‘6r 
hear of''a‘'ii6dr tfelgh'feour'^jiA.^kTri^ df 'bbtidi* 
ty,,fron^ which you derive no benefit ? ' If 
you do, you* h'aVe , hot' ibriSaken the' Works ‘of the 
devil." ; ' ■ - 

'ro'bedh'ahy inAlice or kdWed, hi ouf 'hde.tts^ 
to Wish _ ^0 be revenged upon ' thosei who, as 
we think, have injured us, is tb paittake of 
the character of nim, who is inade up of 
malice, and who “ was d. pnrrderer frbra the 
beginning If, therefore, ■ you wish to 
keep your baptismal vOw, avoid carefully 
every feeling of hatred or malice, eveyy deare 
of revenge. 

Nothing is more directly the work of the 
devil than,/_y/«g; for he, we are told by our 
Lord, is a liar, and the father of lies If 
ever therefore yOu are' guilty of lying; if 
either the fear of suffering, or the hope of 
gain, or any Other motive Whatever, should 
induce you to be guilty of wilftil falsehood, 
you are guilty of doing one of the works of 
the devil,' and confequently of brejakirfg your 
baptismal voWr. ' * , , , " ' ' 

Sti|I more, if possible, ate you chargeable 
With this ^lt; ‘'if; not ‘cbhtfent *WitK sinhitlg 
against (jOu ’ yourself,' yOu' dO fhb^'Ofee^ of 
the teniptfety tty ‘tb’yi‘eykir,i6n''0thers 'to 
dei'^at ybu'arid’ m'ey kndw td'bO'Wii6fhg';’"'^f 

J r ]>}, tjf <!i, 7/., I 'iODtj 

* IbW. 


^ John viii, 44. 
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ktV^ tlBi;i * ’ ttt " qtte ’ iwo. ; of tbe ., mp?,t; 

d^^rikis ‘Pf'Wi'^.' ;^ien peyer jai 

rn'*\tit^i -tH^' ’ with tlie' common pragf 

tic^*aWd'mliWnfeTs of thhse'iafoui{5' us, wit^^ 
eemsideting'' VvhPtHPr' it fe*' Warraptejd- or not 
by thed0mttiT«Imerif^’'6f God ? l)d \y,e peyey 
suflfef ‘the-(jfdad bf the ridicule br the 'lwgh- 
tet of'hlen;fhfc fbiit bf being thought or called 
or ' prbcpe,' t'6 frighten ps from 
rious religion, frpta .What we feel and |cnjdw 
fb bb'*ourf dpty? ' ', If ’iVe" ’are_ guilty of puch 
■Hiimatrly cbwafdicb^ "We 'Should remerajbei; 
attd tYerhhl^^'at tlid Words ‘.'of bur Saviour, 


■ f‘>Oui^‘^'fid^ifW^tb^God'3^‘ ‘fehtfaneered^ibth. 
by^tlfe J^^, -dBU<UU-4(i. Jut Ji' ' 
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fm^esS 6Ttftis life «^ayJ^wlj5||(^j|^^j^f|grv^ 

I Sr&iF'^p fB^J j"^fefi^r^%Wn..?r/liey^ 
iSnllf ''W» y(>^;dft7 

Si ^ servajits of Summon, 

.youi’ Bap- 

^ a tK'e.^jpfuX, iusits Q^ 

pSJtfe 'vJ‘»li,A(se a|TfS,„g*, 

‘:3Sf wwks-iff^he 

.-Ji fPWWfi^tigpk. uncleannas^jj 



•Vif“W.,.., 

tripOSmmffi ^4%. flyer 

llie sin of fornicatioii,j^a}^ instances of un- 

'"'g 5 ‘ 
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chdstity, d«e «pokcnt of in StriJ>tur$ as^peoUf 
liarly repognamt' to thdi.OhriStiian professionL 
as p«cttMail^'d«Qgerousidn iheir donsequetuceSt 
Wraik, or immoderate anger; vetrmnce, or 
quarrelling t' and dmnhenmsSf are lalso, 'you 
Will observe, classed among those works of 
the flesh, which aae violations of the baptis- 
mal covenant, and which exclude those who 
are guilty of ■them from the kingdom of God. 

The second great branch of yotir engage- 
ment was, belief in all the articles of the 
" Christian Faith.” These are shortly brought 
together in the Apostles’ Creed. Consider 
now haw far you understand, and really be- 
lieve, the several Articles which that Creed 
contains. 

The most important of them are, belief in 
God the Father, who created ; in God the 
Son, who redeemed ; and in God the Holy 
Ghost, who sanctifieth you. Have you sin- 
cerely embraced, and do you stedfastly hold, 
these fundamental articles of faith 1 Do you 
really believe in God the Father, who iiiade 
you and all the world? Do you preserve 
upon your mindiS a constant sense of his pre- 
sence, and are you guided in all .you do, say. 
or think, by a general view to his wjU and hie 
glory ? Do you eft’ecbually believe in Goc 
the Son who redeemed you and all mankind ? 
Are you really persuaded in your heart, that 
Jesiis- Christ, the. Son ,of God,' did by hie 
-death upon the cmss make satisfaction for 



)8t 

jvmr ;sins>' tui4 ' siti^c>of : the* j^^bole- 
Have y (MS a < • >tfhianaikrul> i f fe use iM^anoef ‘>'oPi his 
dearth;' ' and ' do ' ly da i elKitv'i y^v- > thiankfulff ess; 
not with your lips-oniy; bat iin your Jife ? ' * ^ 

• Do you believe in God the Holy Ghost* 
who sanctifieth you, and ail' the elect' people 
of God ? Are you iehsible that your nature is 
so weak and corrupted, that you cannot do 
any thing that is acceptable to God without 
the aid of his Spirit, and do you seek for that 
aid in fervent prayer to Him, who giveth his 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him ? Do you 
seek it also in the diligent use of the other 
means of grace, particularly ’in the participa- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper ? 

In the third place, you engaged to “ keep 

God’s holy will and commandments, and to 
" walk in the same all the days of your life.” 
Have you fulfilled this part of your engage- 
ment? What the commandments of God 
are, you well know. Many of those which 
forbid the commission • of sin,' I have touched 
upon in the former part ' of this discourse. 
With iiegard to > those commandments ■ which 
enjoin religious dispositions stnd religious da- 
ti^, ask- your^ own • oonsciehces whether'you 
love and serve God as you ought to do. 
Whether' you treat his mame- with ; reverence, 
never takirig 'Hi in vaih, 'or in any way' pro- 
faning hr 'Consider!, ^wthether ybu : keep holy 
the Lord^iday; ’whether'you: are^ idlutitVil and 
obedient to parents, and' to ihagistrates, an^ 

g6 



ans i)S'[i&iiKbbority'{il\vh£tt(ef yjmivm' 
ritPf ok«^p) ;)R(mr r|jaaiids'i(fi^om 'pie^iftg> and' 
your , ' f ongue i (£rotiii i ■ cirii; spe<^in$/ 
lyia®,t 4 »pdt<slandBring/ji whether* yoU. fare aeon* 
teni^d'iih that 8ihterroi7iIiie;!<ini whiehiihe prou 
•vi^f»ceioj£jiGod^habripla(5ed.(^on.' K y»liflLv» 
ifi 'th$, iwilftil //neglect of ‘.any ofi God’si ohm* 
mandinents; if you are ni'llhe.habifeofsxveaiv 
ing;'iin, .th,^> habit of. selecting ‘‘cburoli, hnd 
the duties- of .the Lord’s day; if ybu ajre 
guilfiy bf reviling, lor of evil speaking, or of 
any otlier .sin against ‘ the divine law ; you 
have hr'Ciken ' youi* baptismal vow, have gone 
back'f^Qm your baptismal engagenjentsf, and 
have become exposed to die curse which id 
thr^fttenetl to, all those w'lio wilfully go 
astray from the commandments of God.” 
Consider well, my friends; what has' beOTt 
said. .iHevoilve it > again and.' again in your 
mlndSi and beseech God to Ixring it' homie to 
ypW heWits (and coisscienceB. . .You sorootiaies 
pn^baUlyihear/ and (read' of men&"behlg cohl 
yertfidi iPR: uiaeonvorted,' being rtJnewed or i«!fw- 
r^newjedw nndi •mnnyilikenexplrtssiorlsi^’-' AM 
«tlcpm 8 ^K>nj 5 i.'fcoraiff,''iA fetctptd'Ibhe skrte 
apd.ifdlliqtestiooiis iiegped»i»gtithpGil»>md 
^yrer(edj )bl^ ithe.ilanawqr 'itd ithe inquiry* 
yfljpihoJji endeavoiiredjlto/''|)ri88t''Upod 
you. Are you sincerely endeavouring to ftil- 
^Inyour-haptismali ' «re you 'Uvfc^'in 

iregle 0 t''of It *? ' ' If ' yutt ' ' liab&ttidlly Wihaful 

of ydUt* dlkpir^toal covenant',’ an^’ iivis^, and 



suseer^x ts]iij4d/.’li)re}iaod(Midii)9 to^ ilpd%i4h> 

tgoacei-te^Ieiitibfe' iytW 
to^cddi 'fip’, ^d» aie(jcb««Bi:ted’, iai-e( re^wed,' 
ane.>-in ;» state giBofe^/ inyai stbtel ©f >jugtiSiiati 

ti©nj ..(iIfH'ydlir/’habititoHlj^<>n8^*ict!t'.itj lOri-fedVd 
■wi^llyy (Uraw.n* > bdckiiiiqndudohtitiu® • te^>dTkw 
bftcfo frdHa>Jitii>yoa!;ar0 mulejMfwedy ia/ndife 'ft 
sta^e/of'oondeibndtiofli. j M lii' / '■' . 
i;(Jf yottiifaitbfiillylkeepttioJtbei en^tigeineafis 
iji/tio whicbi youienteredi afc:thd'fortt'f‘'if yttU 
todeayoui^jtof^rdnourtoe .the^^sife of the diftVitj 
the/ world and'!'th 0 ::flesh:;jif syoii: slhcerbly 
believe /alt the-articles' ’cff ■ the Christian^ faith; 
even .though your faith bc^ weak t. and'ifdt'is 
th Qi desire^ aaaid putpoae tef ypnr heart to keep 
G.od% horjitwilbiSud coitimdndments; aiid'*td 
walk Ju -tlte samedallithe da;;^6: of lyouf life, 
evien 'youri obedience - ills' irftwked' w^th 

Biiuich imponfe^iou! ; if;>:Lsay; thia ie tbe case, 
theny I happy '.are i ye. i ‘Youp inten est in the 
privileges conferred) at ibaptism! peibains firm. 
Humbly xbegi God to .keep youiinitHis|'S^fttfel 
and seek) foe ithe loonfirmationi i awd < iuerdasb bf 
gU, spiritual/ WrasingSl;! by I dewoiitJiy pkrftlkSttg 
ofiitte /tttblBQf thie horduio3Ji|tnjf/'Oti>tbe other 
h«aida ytiUipttbap[^y/ilaari brokirii 

uMfjarb still living/ vTHiothedAegldcri’bf'yo^ 
baptistndtvpwy ileb' line intheat ybuy Ib^othlt^Ts 

IjjI o1 I'OV ; ’i/. .nuy 

pe turnins away ir6|n V'l^ediie^ and ,^oif)g Mvhicli 
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to6^4ate/'to thS' (ftlttgeirdas eofl-* 

^tiori' yoH'^iarfe 'hii - You haviS^;for8dken''t8s6> 
guide ^ your youth*;* Und broken "the c6ve-f 
jrant of yout Godi You havO deserted' th« 
standard, under which yOu were ’enlisted to 
War ; have drawn back froiU’ the engage^ 
ipents into which you had entered. Remem- 
ber that they that draw back, forfeit the 
favour of Almighty God — his soul can have no 
pleasure in them — -and that they that draw 
back, “ draw back unto perdition *.*’ Reflect 
upon the awful warning of the Apostle, in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews : “ He that de- 
“ spised Moses’ law, died without mercy 
“ under two or three witnesses : of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
“ foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
“ blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 
“ sanctified an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace To this 
sore punishment, my friends, all those are 
exposed, who live in habitual and wilful neg- 
lect of their baptismal engagements. If you 
are of the number of such, let me entreat you, 
ere it is too late; to reflect upon the danger 
hanging over. your heads. “ Escape for your 
life, for evil is before you.” Flee instantly 
from the wrath to come, and labour to bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance. And be- 


* Heb. X. 39. 


* Heb. X. 28, 29, 
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cwae . ikhvougbi' . ths i weakness < rf)^ ,wir .n»PEtal 
nat!Uirn.;!wei ean,.4p ijnqf gop^ tWng witiM>4t 
God, let, ns -apply! tp,,hirn! for-gr]aoe and^hpip 
in tirpeof^eed. .^.et ns say, ,** Twp thoUjUg, 
“ Q gopd Lord, and , spi elK^l we 4e turned j” 
and let us irnplore-Him, tp igranfr unto us the 
aid of the Holy Ghost to create in ns a new 
heart, and renew a right spirit within us, to 
enable us for the future to keep steadily to 
our baptfemal engagement, and to preserve 
us &om again going back from it. 



SERMiONn.X 


THE' luAftir/S' duiHPEfti 


' Lukfi' xjfH. ^S*-' 

“ jXliis 4o>in remenibr^cd of JOe/' 

A jCmil&TiAN f^tbr, anx}bus,,Jor. tte .-^alvar. 
tipn’ of , tW souls cpmiiiitted i io . h}s cl]argCy 
be very desljrous of seeing Ks people 
regular ' coipaniutticanfs at t)ie ,I^pril’5 
He kbbwS tHat nbt^ipg,/6ughf ^ kpep tibejm. 
fr6m' ‘^t 'but'' ‘a|)spluie tipfitpess. , lie knp^s. 
that if they' are' unfit for ^ fHe ..Lord’s ^uppef, 
the j* ‘ are' pnifit ’ fop heaven! •, 'that , ff ^ey 
a^b./i^rifit'tp'r'!)ieaveh, 'they are .in constant 


'^ 11 . 

‘“'ra Sf'f, Js 


tei'^1 


// 


‘ This Sermon is also orinted as a Tract, nr ice 3d. 

i;. .q'i!' 
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The Lor^s Supper, 


With this impression on my mind, I wish 
now to address you on the subject of the 
Lord’s Supper. In doing which, I shall speak. 
First, of the institution and nature of this 
sacrament; S^coibdl^^^c^fhy <^gation which 
we lie under to partake of it constantly ; and 
Thirdly, of the qtMdihcations necessary in. 
order to partal^iOf it wwthilyi)' 

I. The institution . of the Lord’s Supper is 
recorded in nearly the same terms by three of 
the Evangelists, and by St. Paul in his first 
Epistle to the Corinthians'. The substance 
of them all is given in the Communion Ser- 


vice of our Church, in which we are, re^ 
minded, lihat out' Saviour Christ, in the 
“ saihb ni^ht that lie was betrayed, took, 
“ btead ; and, whjen be had given thanks* he 
“ bt^ake it,’ Mhd gave it to bis disciples, saying* 
" Takej'edL thii is. mj body which is given 
doVthi$ in remembrance of. me. 
“ tikeivise * after Supper he took the, cup; 

'^fi'fd, WhdH' W’ had given thanks,, he gave it 
*‘ tb'’thbm, '^ying. Drink ye all of ,this ; .fQr 
“ Ihiii W mji' mood p? ' tbe New Tesfamehit*' 
" whibH'ik 'shieii ^/dr* Vb,u, andi for ' rhanv, for 


' Fdoni tliis' afcc'dun't We f 
Sifjiper is t'cy'be'lbdked li 
or commemorative act. \ 


memDrance 

£'We ffhjjyjU 


jihat the Eojcd's 
upon as a mempria,!. 
We are coramanaed 


1 


Chap. xi. 23 — 25* 



bread ajid drink; the,iwil^ jnj" re- 
"(TO^mbraqqe’^off Clirist; ib put, it? i^9d» 
pr maUe , us /emeriih^, ,that ^ Jus t>ody . was 
broken pr wounded, upo» the cross, and his 
blood poured fortki for our sakes, Aud white 
it puts us in^ remembrance of these, things, it 
ought to excite in us those affections, tliose 
emotions of heart, , and especially that thank- 
fulness, which suph a wonderful instance’ of 
mercy deserves. 

, But though the Lord’s Supper is to be 
regarded as a memorial or commemorative 
rite, yet if it were to be considered in this 
light oa/y, it would hardly deserve to be called 
a sacrameut. For a sacrament, as we are 
taught in the Church Catechism, is not only 
an outward and visible sign of an inward 
and spiritual grace given unto us,” but 
also " a means whereby we receive that 
“ grace, and a pledge” or token ‘f tp assure 
** us” that we do receive it. Now, if the 
Chord’s Supper were merely an act of remem- 
brance, it ;would by no means coipe up to this 
dehnition of a, sacrament ; , and accordingly it 
is the doctrine of our Churchy that the Lord’s 
Supper waa mstitute^,. not on|y jEor tbp con- 
tinual rem^branpe oltbe sacrifice; of, the 
death ofj Christ* and, pf . the benefits which 
we receive thereby/’ but also as the means 
of conveying to the devout communican| the 
beniefftS' which' Ob'ristts deaths Was I 'des^ned 
to procuffe' j th€t meifthk bf str^gthehWg 



** and"i’efi^^shiiiy dW*^otll$, iiy tlie iA'd 
" t)l6o4 of Chfla, as otit bodies ai:'6‘* ra^h- 
ened and refreshed by eating br6ad' add 
drinking wine*. ^ The cilp df Massing whleli 
** we bless,” says St. Pam, ** ft it not the 
** communion of the blood of Christ ? The 
" bread which we break, is it not the com* 
munion of the body of Christ* ?” In com- 
pliance with this doctrine, the Lord’s Supper 
is spoken of in the first exhortation in the 
Communion S’ervice, as being to us " Spiri- 
" tual food and sustenance and soon after, 
devout partakers of it arc said “ spiritually 
'* to eat the flesh of Christ, and to drink his 
" blood ; to dwell in Christ, and Christ in 
*' them ; to be one with Christ, and Christ 
" with them.” In the same sense, in the 
prayer immediately before the prayer of con- 
secration, we introat, that " we may so eat 
the flesh of Jesus Christ, and drink his 
** blood, ihat our sinful bodies may be made 
" clean ny^ his body, and our Souls washed 
through his most piecious blood, and that 
** we mhy evermore dWfell in hirh, and he in 
us.” And thhs iVe ask ^in the ptayer of 
consecration, that ** rs^e may be pattakei's ‘bf 
“ the body* and blbod. of Chri^,*>' AU tbefee* 
b^pfessiqnS of s^nritoaliy edth"^ the fleah hpd 

' ' •! f 'i 1 I I 1 / 1> i( », _ni / ) / u I t 

)h fitter Watarlondi bud Law, Jifi this VoHtmri should feU into 

awth9R« 



b6ay“ apd^‘ blDotL mekn preaselv the , s^e 
^hfeV arc "fi^ranve mp'Ses i of , ejj? 

bur‘ part4kit^ in'tliCtjljeneF 
nu^i.U/V liUA>*.ub j.ul.„UAi^,l‘*r,.y ,,‘i. „ 


€hi9il^^ ]6iivc%Se(i'‘ror u^j and tli^e, 

dtie, Ibr^lVtlbes^'bf’siiis, find {^sjstancie.nt 
th4 H^ily Sjp^i'lf. “In tile skrae 
nhtl&i*il:bi)d tho^e 'sti ong e^pi^ijXQn^ in 
Cliiirfcli 'C*cltyi^5siiip' >\fiiui asgpit* y»p; 

“ body and 'blood of (L*hnst a^d Wjly i»n- 
"^deedfatei ant^ lecyived ty tlip ffiitljIbJi jm 
‘f'thb Lord’s ^np'pel';” winch ijica|)a^ nqtlijj^ 
iflttrc than that the jdiiJjf a/, {hobe,,^Uj:^ 
hekrty repentarice ahd true fa,itn ryqeivp ,|i»e 
Lord's Supber,'d<) veiily find ipdeed jPart^ke 
of the ben6nt& vyhich the dekth qf ^hj^V^ipur-* 
chsised; the ’ forgivenes^) of , sin, and JC^ijpwpd 
strfeiigth^ ihint thfej Sbicit pf holiness, g„| ,,.( 

‘ A sacranpfent, hOA^ever^ is .said 
obiy the itiearis 6f 1^^1^1*1100 uivipa gracej bpt> 
also a pledge or jf;oke'n ,lo,as^rp^iiqjit,pqi we 
reeiiye'it Iffe Usi!ral aihon^' m^p\to ^pcppa-i 

^ VW' ft'e 


bif^ain.'' fn*" this 



sftyiAl'of b|i^ pf s^ate^,i]bhppjEjp-' 

pdintmeht td, or •reltfiq lushing of tlierru.is ap- 
cottipkified' W the Qehrc^ dr .giving Ipacfc ^f» 
a'^%feal/br ii^nd“'6lf''6faff : the cpn^y^|ice| p£ 
labfrf is often' com^leftjd hy the conveyance of 
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rt'iy'^ju^tbta^V to give ^ ^maljl pi^^j<ff raopRy^ 

tuAM^ Silrfto ^l^fcS upqn.gs ap, 

qO^t^dVrf'tolten, or‘ pledge, pr efucppst,,^^ tl;ip 
dejiv6rv''6f‘ Which by theliahds (^f,liis pjiujfitpr^ 
Gpd t<5nVfe^s to the devout comuipn^anj; the; 
benefit^ those sypaDqls present. , , 

I'hcsd benefit^, you >\ia recollect 
spofcOU as being received by t\\e fyltJ^ul, 
add hy tfiP faithful only. Thus, whjle the 
28th Article of our Church asserts, “ tliat the 
body of ChHst is ^ given, takeiu and ‘eaten in. 
“ the Lord^s Supper only after an hcjavenly 
“ add ^pii^tual manner ; and the meap whero-* 
by itns i^eceived and eaten is faith the 
29th s£^s.^ ,The wicke^ and such as be vpid 


ofa lively faith, although thcy|d,p carnaJ|ly 
" add press with iljeir teefb thp sar 

drabibbt of the body* aud hloofl ofChristj 

ffUui'iU il*L- ^J... ii ' i' rru..:r,i. >’ 


^mthflrr 



cqs^rse expf^Se . pu^s^]i(i?s„.jta tlw 
pepajlly, , pt , 4ispbedience, , • Why c^l' ye * hm 
l-rfjrd,: |i»or(i, an4: dp, .hot ibe tjipngs that np 
says2, ;, , t. :: ^ '• 

Reflect, too oppn tbe. time at which o^r 
Saviour appointed this ordinance. It was in 
Jthe “ same night in wliich he was betrayed.” 
At the time when he was upon the point of 
enduring the severest agony of mind and 
body; when he was just about to encounter 
the most cruel indignities, to be mocked and 
scourged, and spit upon, and at last to un- 
dergo a most painful death ; and all for our 
sakes ; then it was that he instituted this 
sacrament, in order to put us in remembrance 
of his sufferings. Certainly we cannot refuse 
to comply with this his last, his dying re- 
quest, without being guilty of deep ingrati- 
tude. Had we been condemned to suffer 
death, and some friend had given himself to 
die in our stead, we should have felt very 
thankful to him. And if he had desired us 
to do something to put us in mind of his 
kindness, we should have felt bound by the 
strongest ties to comply with „his request. 
Let us not be less thankful to him who died 
to, save us from everlasting death; who 
w;hen we were sinners, gave his life a, ran- 
ff,^m for^ll.” 

. Consider too that the .Lord's Suppe|- ,was 
intended to conyey to us the benefits, which 
the death of , Chris^ purphased for ns, even 



THi6"£i)ti^^ ^ppe^. 

the forgiveness of sin^ and the assistance of 
the Holy Ghost. If vi^ had ho sinS to he'for- 
given, or if our own strength were stifficient 
to the performance of the divine will, yet still 
v^e could not neglect this sacrament, without 
being guilty of disobedience and ingratitude. 
But if we are laden with sins, and compassed 
about with infirmities — as, whether we feel 
and confess it or not, is indeed the case with 
every one of us — it surely concerns us in the 
highest degree to do what we can to procure 
to ourselves these inestimable benefits; and 
to refuse to partake of the Lord’s Supper, is 
to act like a sick man, who throws from him 
the medicine by which he might be healed : 
— it is, in some measure, to invite and court 
our own condemnation. 

Our Lord himself in his very remarkable 
discourse to the Jews in the 6th chapter 
of St. John says, “ Except ye eat the flesh 
of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye 
" have ho life in you.” “ If a man,” indeed, 
as our Church wisely and charitably teaches, 
by reason of extremity of. sickness, or by 
“ any other just impediment, do not receive 
" the sacrament of Christ’s' body and blood, 
** yet, if he do truly repent him* of his sins, 
and stedfastly believe that Jesus Christ 
** hath suffered death upon the cross for him, 
y and shed his blood for his redemption, 
“ earnestly remembering the benefits he hath 
** thereby, and giving »him hearty thanks 
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therefore, he doth eat and drink the body 
" and blood of our Saviour Christ profitably 
" to his soul’s health, although he ’do not 
“ receive the sacrament wiljb his irjouth 
But if a man, without sucli just imp^hneilt, 
wilfully refuses to partake of the body and 
Jblood of Christ in the way which Christ 
himself has appointed, he certainly acts as 
if he cared not for the strengthening and 
refreshing of his soul, or even for the soul’s 
spiritual life. 

■ III. But perhaps you acknowledge the 
obligation to communicate, but are afraid of 
communicating unworthily. Let us proceed 
then, in the third place, to consider the qua- 
lifications requisite in order to partake of the 
Lord’s Supper. These qualifications com- 
prise nothing but what is necessary at every 
part of our life, whether we receive the Lord’s 
Supper or not; nothing but what we en- 
gaged for at baptism ; nothing but what is 
necessary to fit us for death. They may be 
comprised in two words, faith and repent- 
ance. In the ^hurch Catechism, in answer 
to the question, “ What« is required of them 
" who come to the Lord’s Supper ?” it is re- 
plied, “ To examine themselves whether they 
** repent them truly of their former sins, sted- 

fastly purposing to lead a new life ; have a 
" lively faith in God’s mercy, through Christ, 


* Last Rubric in the Communion of the Sick. 



tftahlrfiflitteitoein&tdEic^i of^irffeJTd^tK, 
fl,&jjfl<be[ ijkbh4>ityj(wvtJi^>ali»Jni^fl.’’*^''''l‘^ “ 

.1, )i iOf fthe)^toatlt|«a)ctf l»epdiAia«fcei''iiOire yt)ti ‘I 

ijQliex^ i^ibrsj^i/ :tlit^ consists iitlireaMui^rt- 
.W<infil6rirpw fenj atoif'-togctfibK-' vtitiji an 
jsfewi^t.< ii'0sdKi!liffln)>to)-w!qlk! ' fofth'b'futlit^l '?h 
UPiHiffli's^lofiiUfe j/ja;/resdlutiiibn’'tb<iaVdld 
jjtmosfe oi1iQuri‘px)VTei' .'iffeatevep is-'disj^leaBiwg 
% 9 i ■ Crodij f and ->tiai Jive )dAbttrlly, irighteowslr; ' inM 
gpdly inlrthiS prascnb'Wbaid. ^nFaithi'dsiW'tfenl 
belief in the fundamental doctvindshof i itl)« 
OlQspolitpai'fiktidati'lyidu th^iin2&4/ ftomHadi^htal 
(doQtWKfi tbe idiehtbiiof.Gkiflrisife' foip-) the-^S'iof 
tba iWpvldi; a. ibclidf^i'robichuisvimot 'ibbe*iittiere 
p^spnti ! of, ■ ! fclw! . lundcrstahdibgy 1 1 tJae. ' pdp- 

S 4 a^i<? w of n tho ' hedrlv shewangi » itself • ’ ' to' ' ' bfe 
IJiVing audiaotliVieiifjy tbel^ood'’ ftmits which' it 
prodoQe.svon tbeiicoaidudt.; isai fiiitihi’m’ short 
yyl^klj wiOj’ketli- by /loveui i- Of/ such fO' faith the 
paturj^l :ceiusequdnco!iiliSi;i thwikfivhtess^^"^ 
‘f thptdifnj) 1 1 remehibranco' i of ) the death > <d 
vlQtl’kb” li'iFor iberliainljl an nnstnvnvho'^rea'Wy 
heli,bves)that .khnwas .eKpoBedlt'O'ietprwal 
4o#lilb'. ihe.fSod ) 0 fi;Ood )diei(Vtorltesdue .hirw, 
*/vi))l]fpel itliftnfifpl ^nredi/elv'a'iBtftpepdaubi 
sj^n^eipf 'do;\’i^i^iu4»jesfe. iilThe beiog inlpef- 
! skgifilyv/VV.ithl ■ .«lil i ihjoav I amplies' I the I halif 
^W^ipgii4i9,AilnVtiUk>?lrf^e)edbra) fironit dll ideghe 
5 i,,,peadi^sfe irijwriei^, 

jMTRtppfte tW>tWeJfe«e/ofiiaH liwitlain/dilr 
reach. This in fact may be considered as a 
^op^p,ta^]P 9 ,v, /liiOnquaJifioatioBS for 

33 H 
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the Lord’s ■Supper are mentioned rather more 
at length in the Communion Service. “ The 
" way and means thereto is first to examine 
your lives and conversations by the rule of 
“ God’s commandments, and whereinsoever 
“ ye shall perceive yourselves to have of- 
V fended, either by will, word, or deed, there 
“ to bewail your own sinfulness, and confess 
yourselves to Almighty God with full pur- 
“ pose of amendment of life. And if ye shall 
perceive your oflpences to be such as are 
not only against God, but also against your 
neighbour, then ye shall reconcile your- 
selves unto them, being ready to make sa- 
“ tisfaction according to the uttermost of 
“ your power for all injuries and wrongs done 
“ by you to any other ; and being likewise 
ready to forgive others that have offend- 
“ ed you, as ye would have forgiveness of 
“ your offences at God’s hand.” And again, 
more shortly, thus; “Judge therefore your- 
“ selves, brethren, that ye be not judged of 
the Lord ; repent you truly for your sins 
past, have a lively and stedfast faith in 
Christ our Saviour, anjend your lives, and 
be in perfect olutfity with all men.” And 
• what is there here which is not the bounden 
duty of every one of us, whether we receive 
the Lord’s Supper or not? What is there 
here, which is not necessary to entitle us to 
the common privileges of Christianity ? What 
is there here that c^n be neglected by any 
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one> ^wbo wishes to meet death with comfort? 
Thbse who have opportonity, do well, if be- 
fore communicating they give more time 
than usual to prayer and self-examination ; 
but the qualifications above mentioned com- 
prise all that is absolutely requisite. 

Many persons seem to entertain the mis* 
taken and dangerous idea, that though a man 
is not fit for the sacrament, he yet may be in 
a state of acceptance with God, and hiS eter- 
nal interests safe. Believe me, my friends, 
it is, generally speaking, impossible for a 
person of mature years to be unfit to partake 
of the Lord’s Supper, and at the same time fit 
for heaven. For in what does your unfitness 
for the sacrament consist? in the neglect of 
repentance ? in a determination not to quit 
your sins ? in an obstinate refusal to lead a 
new life? Alas! if this be so, you arc in a 
most perilous situation, whether you receive 
the Lord’s Supper or not. You are in a 
state of death, and eternal sufferings are 
hanging over your head. For you cannot 
hope for forgiveness without repentance, and 
if your sins are unforgiven, they will ruin you 
for ever. “ Except ye repent, ye shall cer- 
“ tainly perish.’’ Or is it that yon are wholly 
without faith ? Is it that though you pro- 
fess and call yourself a Christian, you really 
believe neither in God the Father, nor in 
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent ? If this be 
so, you are yet in yoqr sins ; for without 

H 2 
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Th^ Lord^s Supper. 

faith it is impossible to please God, and it is 
through faith in Christ alone that forgiveness 
is offered. 

- If however you tell me that you are 
heartily sorry for having offended God, and 
wish and intend to use your best endeavoiu'S 
k> please him for the time to come ; but that 
you fear that your sorrow for sin has not 
been deep enough, that your repentance is 
imperfect ; if you say farther, that you really 
believe the great articles of the Christian re- 
ligion, and ai’e influenced in your conduct by 
this belief, but that your faith is weak, and 
not sufficiently vigorous and active ; I should 
then exhort you to dismiss your fears, and to 
draw near to the table of your Ldtd in 
humble reliance upon the mercy of God. As 
long as we are in the body, we shall continue 
full of imperfections, and if none could par- 
take of the Loi’d’s Supper, but those whose 
faith and repentance are in every respect 
perfect, who could venture to appi'oach it? 
We profess to come, “not trusting in our 
“ own righteousness, but in God’s manifold 
and great mercies we there confess “ our 
“ manifold sins ‘and wickedness,” and ac- 
'knowledge that “ we are not worthy so much 
as to gather up the crumbs under his 
“ table.” 

Or perhaps you apprehend, though your 
repentance be now sincere, that at some fu- 
ture period you may fall into sin. If none 
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were to receive the ‘Lord’s Supper but those 
who can be sure that they shall hencefor- 
ward be perfectly free from sin, no one 
ought to receive it, for there is no man 
living that sinneth not. It is because we 
are continually exposed to temptation, and 
continually in need of having our souls 
strengthened and refreshed, that the Lord’s 
Supper ought to be continually received. 
This sacrament was appointed, not for angels, 
not for glorified saints, but for sinners; for 
sinners who are penitent, and wish to subdue 
their sins, although they expect not to sub- 
due them entirely while they continue in the 
body. 

Serious attention to what has been said of 
the qualifications requisite in order to par- 
take of the liOrd’s Supper, ought to remove 
all the groundless obstacles which prevent 
men from communicating. I wish however 
particularly to address two descriptions of 
persons. 

Many of you say that you are too young to 
communicate. But are you too young to re- 
pent and believe I Are you too young to fear 
and to serve God ? too yoiflig to w'ish to go 
to heaven rather than to hell ? ‘Our church 
considers all who are old enough to be con- 
firmed, — certainly all of the ago of sixteen 
years ', — as old enough also to receive the 


* See the Canon. 
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sacrament; and so they certainly are. 'If 
many ynutig people are in the habit of neg- 
lecting. the Lotd’s Supper, their bad exampte 
furnishes no excuse for you, and does not 
lessen your obligation. Do you think that 
because you are young, you need not think 
etf these things, but may lightly follow your 
own u ills and fancies, and that it will be soon 
enough to attend to religion when you are 
old ? But you may not live to be old. You 
may be cut off in the beginning of life. If in 
the strength and confidence of youth you re- 
solve to walk in the ways of thine heart, 
“ and the sight of thine eyes : — know thou, 
** that for^all these things God will bring thee 
** into judgment The Scriptures exhort 
you to attend to religion in the morning of 
your life : “ Remember now thy Creator in 
“ the days of thy youth God has a right 
to the best of your days, and the best of your 
strength. Do not then suffer the plea of 
youth to prevent you from complying with 
tile dying request, the dying vommand, of 
your crucified Saviour, Do you say that 
youth is exposed tof peculiar temptations? 
There 'is then the greater reason why you 
^ihould seek* for spiritual strength at the table 
of your Lord. You are old enough to ’under- 
stand what religion is ; you are old enough 
to be sensible of the difference between being 


Eccles. xi. 9. 
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happy or miserable for ever. You have not 
then any excuse for neglecting the sacra- 
ment, and you cannot neglect it without 
being guilty of disobedience to Christ. 

Again : : women of the poorer class, when 
they have families of children, too generally 
make this circumstance a pretext for absent 
ing themselves from the Lord’s table. They 
say that their children burden them with 
cares, fret and ruffle their temper, and thus 
render them unfit for the sacrament. But 
do your families prevent you from repenting 
and believing? If you repent and believe, 
you are fit to come. Your families do in 
fact furnish an additional motive to you for 
being religious, and ought to make you anx- 
ious to draw down God’s blessing both upon 
yourselves and upon them. If they have 
been to you an occasion of sin, you must re- 
pent of such sin, and strive against it for the 
time to come ; and that you may strive suc- 
cessfully, seek for spiritual strength at the 
Lord’s table. Irritation of temper, and anx- 
iety or carefulness of mind are to be regarded 
as marks of human weakness, and must be 
prayed against, and striven against. To suffer 
them to keep you from tlte Lord’s table, ik 
as if a sick man should make his sickness an 
excuse for refusing to apply to the physician. 
In short, you are either fit to come to the 

H 4 
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Lord’s table, or unfit. If fit, you have no- 
thing to keep you from it. If unfit, you are 
living in an unchristian state, a state of con- 
demnation. And can you cjuietly make up 
your mind to continue in a state of condem- 
nation until you have ceased to have chil- 
dren, or until your families are grown up ! 
The Scriptures represent your children as a 
blessing. Do not make them a pretext for 
disobeying God ; for neglecting your salva- 
tion. 

Finally, let me beg of you all to believe 
that it cannot be wise or safe to live in the 
neglect of an institution of Christ. Remem- 
ber that you are bound to partake of the 
Lord’s Supper, because Jesus Christ has 
commanded it ; because yon act most un- 
thankfully if you neglect it ; because of the 
spiritual benefits which it is, intended to con- 
vey. Remember that nothing is necessary 
to prepare you for this ordinance but faith 
and repentance ; and that nothing, generally 
speaking, ought to keep you from it, but 
W'hat, if persisted in, will keep you out of 
heaven. If you profess oind call yourselves 
Christians, do not slight the Christian sacra- 
ments. If you believe that Christ died upon 
the cross for your sins, do not neglect to 
commemorate his death in the way which 
he himself appointed. If you acknowledge 
Christ as your master — ^if you call him Lord, 
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Lord, refuse not to do the things that he 
says ' 

^ Anion^ the many excellent treatises on the Lord^s 
Supper, published by the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, I hardly know to wl icli to give the preference. 
Perhaps the “ Short Introduction to the Lord^s Supper/* 
by the apo>!tolical Bishop Wilson, is altogether the most 
useful. Waldo’s “ICssay on the Holy Sacran:ent” is writ- 
ten with great judgment and pietj% and tin; remarks on the 
Communion Service are excellent. Bishop Gibson’s little 
hook on this subject hears marks of the strong sense, learn- 
ing, and pastoral fide lity ofits author. Archbishop S\nge*s 
“ Answer to all Excuses for not coming to the Holy Sacra- 
“ meiU," and Bishoj) Fleetwood’s “Reasonable Commu- 
“ nicant,’’ arc both written with great clearness, and are 
particularly calculated for removing the doubts of scru- 
pulous persons. 



SERMON Xr. 


X«E . CPRISTUN PRIESTHOOP. , 


M , ) ,I Qqr. iv. 1. 

Let a wan to accbiuit of us, as of the ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of Godi” 

Even among men who profess and call them- 
selves Christians, there are at all times too 
maiiy who require to be instructed in the 
religion which they profess; and yet more, 
who stand in need of exhortation, admoni- 
tion, and reproof. From whom shall they re- 
ceive such instruction, and, admonition, but 
from the. ministers of Ood ? “ How shall they 

" hiear without a preacher ?” Public worship 
too appears' to tend greatly to the promotion 
of the glory of God, and of the edification 
trf, inan ; an,d the Christian sacraments are 
aqkno.wledged to be generally necessary to 
salvation. , . The proper celebration of public 
worship* however, requires the presence of 
some person regularly appointed to lead and 
direct the devotions of the people; and the 
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sacraments, having been ordained by Christ 
himself, must be administered by men duly 
authorized by him. From such considera- 
tions may be inferred the necessity of the 
office of the PriesthoQd. i 

From the earliest ages, there appear to 
have been priests appointed to minister for 
the people in holy things. For some time 
indeed the office was held by the head of each 
tribe or family, or annexed to the dignity of 
king; thus Melchisedec, the king of Salem, 
was also priest of the Most High God. But 
whatever description of men was invested 
with it, the office appears to have extended 
over the whole world, so that as there has 
seldom been found a people without some 
religion, there has rarely existed any appear- 
ance of religion, without a distinct order of 
men set apart for its service, set apart to 
“ minister in the things pertaining to God.” 
Indeed such an order of men seems absolutely 
essential to any public exercise of religion. 

When the Almighty chose to himself a pe- 
culiar people to be the depositaries of the 
truth, he set apart the whole tribe of Levi to 
minister in holy things, investing with the 
high office of the priesthood Aaron and his 
sons. And our blessed Lord, when founding 
his Church, against which the gates of hell 
will never prevail, ordained his Apostles to 
bear chief authority ; and in addition to them 
appointed other seventy also, to teach and 

h6 
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preach the Gospel of salvation. And now 
that his religion is establislied in great part 
of the known world, there does not appear 
to be less occasion for a distinct order of men 
to preach the Gospel to the people ; to assist 
them in the interpretation of the Scriptures ; 
to lead and direct public worship ; and, above 
all, to admit members into the Church by 
Baptism ; and after they aratsthus admitted 
to administer to them spiritual sustenance 
in the Lord’s Supper : to act, in short, “ as 
“ ministers of Christ and stewards of the 
“ mysteries of God.” 

But who are they who are to be consi- 
dered as invested with this sacred character ? 
Who are to be regarded as the ministers and 
priests of the Christian dispensation ? Can 
we suppose that any man, who, without any 
authority but his own, sets up himself as a 
preaclier of the Gospel, is to be regarded as 
the minister of Christ ? When Jeroboam 
caused the fatal schism in the Church of the 
Jews, and made priests of the lowest of the 
people’, were they to be regarded in the 
same light with the priests of God’s appoint- 
ment ? And novvj when any man, actuated 
whether by zeal, or personal vanity, or by 
any other motives, without any regular or- 
dination, constitutes himself a preacher and 
teacher, is he immediately to be regarded as 


* 1 Killy'S xii. SI. 
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a minister of Christ, and stewai'd of the' mys- 
teries of God ? Has any. one, who chooses, 
power to administer the sacraments, and to 
guide the public devotions of the people ? I 
am persuaded, that you all acknowledge 
the force of the apostolical rule : “ No man 
“ taketh this honour unto himself, but he that 
“ is called of God, as was Aaron Many 
of the selt-coil^tuted teachers are, I doubt 
not, men of sincere piety ; but piety alone 
does not give them a right to take upon 
them this holy office. Personal piety and 
excellent qualifications of every description 
were in our Saviour in the highest degree ; 
for in him was no spot of sin,, and the Father 
gave not the Spirit by measure unto him * : 
but even he did not enter upon his ministry 
until he was outwardly appointed to it. 
“ Christ glorified not himself to be made an 
‘Miigh priest; but he that said unto him, 
“ Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten 
“ thee Men may believe that they have 
an inwai'd call, but that docs not give them 
a right to exercise the office of the priest- 
hood, unless it be accompanied either by the 
power of vrorking miracles, mr by an outward 
appointment anjJ ordination. The power of 
working miracles has long since ceased to be 
conferred on men. An outward appointment 
or ordination appears then to be necessary* 


* Heb. V, 4. 


* John iy, S4. 


’ Heb. V. 5. 
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to'constiftite' a minister of Christ, an ambaS- 
sad6r and messenger of God ; for “ how shafl 
" thfey prfeach except they be sent^Y' The 
question then is. What kind of appointment 
is valid ? TheGhurchof Erigland maintaimi, 
tiiat ordination by bishops is most agreeable 
fc) the practice of the Apostles, and to that 
of the Churches which they established ; and 
that by means of such ordination, the office 
of the priesthood has been delivered down in 
succession from the times of the Apostles, 
indeed from Christ himself. 

Let me request your attention to the fol- 
lowing considerations. 

When our Lord gave his commission to 
the Apostles, he said, “ As my Father hath 
“ sent me, even so send I you. And he 
** breathed on them, and saith unto them. 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost ; Whosesoever 
** sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; 
“ and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are 
** retained The particular office on which 
they were sent by him was, to preach the 
Gospel to all people ; to baptize them in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
and to administer the Eucharist. Our Sa- 
viour adds in another place, “ And, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
" world ®.” Does not this promise of our 
Lord imply the necessity of a continued suc- 


* Rom. X. 15. 


‘ John x& 21. 2S, 


Matt, xxviiit 20, 
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cession in. the ministry I The, Apostles. them-* 
selves • in ithe course of naturci could not very 
long survive their divine Master; “ they Were 
“ not suffered to continue by reason, of. j^ath.” 
This promise of Christ’s presence therefore 
was made, not to them alone, but to them 
and- their- successors in the ministry to the 
end of time. So again; “he that despiseth 
“ you despiseth.;me ; and he that despiseth 
me despiseth him that ,sent me This is 
not to . he understood of , the Apostles alone^ 
but also of their successors in after-ages, 

Let us now consider in vvhat nvanner the 
succession was continued. “ As my Father 
“ hath sent me,” says our Lord, “ even so 
send I you.” The power which he himself 
had to send labourers into the vineyard, that 
power 1>Q gave to his Apostles. And as 
Christ appointed them, even so they ap- 
pointed or ordained other faithful men, to 
direct and govern the Churches which they 
founded, and also to ordain men to the work 
of the ministry. Thus we find St. Paul, who 
had himself in. the exercise of bis apostleship 
ordained elders in every city, left Timothy at 
Ephesus, and Titus in Ci’ete, with powers 
similar to those exercised by bishops now. • 
We dispute not about the precise meaning 
of the words elder, (or presbyter), or bishop, 
as they occur in the Epistles addressed to 


' Luke y. 16 . 
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;hese holy men. What we maintain from 
vjiese Epistles is, that Timothy and Titus 
•eceived from St. Paul the office and power 
Df a bishop ; the power to oi’dain, and to bear 
spiritual authority in the Church of Christ. 
Timothy, for instance, “ is adinOiDished to 
i lay hands suddenly on no man ; therefore, 
'* he had power to ordain ; and he is likewise 
‘ admonished not to receive an accusation 
against an elder or presbyter but before 
’’ two or three witnesses ; therefore he had a 
'‘judicial authority over that order. Direc- 
tions are given with respect to the deacons 
‘ of the same Church ; therefore, in the first 
‘ Church of the Ephesians there was a bishop, 

‘ with elders, (or presbyters,) and deacons 
‘ under him 

From the early history of the Church, and 
'rom the writings of the primitive fathers, 
we find that the same manner of ordination 
generally prevailed immediately after the 
:imes of the Apostles : and it seems to be 
dear, that for fifteen hundred years after 
iJhrist, with only one or two accidental and 
;rifling exceptions, there was no Christian 
Church without a bishop, and that holy orders 
:ave been banded down by episcopal ordi- 
nation to the present time. 

If however the ministers of the Church of 
England are well and rightly ordained, then 


’ Jones’s £ss%y on the Church. 
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they are ministers of Christ, and the various 
passages in the New Testament, relating to 
the ministers of Christ, are applicable to the 
clergy of our Church. And if this be so, 
they not only may, but ought to say to the 
people committed to their spiritual care, 
“ Let a man so account of us, as of the mi« 
“ nisters of Christ, and stewards of the mys- 
“ teries of God they may and ought to say, 
“ Obey them that have” spiritual “ rule over 
“ you, and submit yourselves : for they watch 
“ for your souls, as they that must give ac- 
“ count they then have a right, though 
with all humility and self abasement, to ap- 
ply to themselves the words of Christ, “ I 
“ am with you always, even unto the end of 
“ the world : he that despiseth you, despiseth 
“ me, and he that des})iseth me despiseth 
“ him that sent me.” As men, in our per- 
sonal character and deportment, we can 
hardly be too humble. The sense of the na- 
ture of our office, and of the awful responsi- 
bility attached to it, increases this feeling of 
self-abasement, and induces us to exclaim. 
Lord, who is sufficient for these things ! But 
still we must not suffer an affected humility 
to prevent us from “ magnifying -our office,”* 
from asserting its dignity, its claim to attention 
and respect. 

My friends, let me beg of you to consider 
well what has been said. I speak not now 
of those who have beea brought up as dis- 
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sinters from their youth ; but I address you 
US meitibei^ of the Church of England, that 
Church which takes care of you from the 
cradle to the grave ; "which baptizes you in 
itifiincy ; which confirms you when arrived at 
years of discretion^, which unites husband 
and wife in wedlock ; which ministers to you 
in sickness; and which attends you with 
prayers and Holy offices to the mansions of 
the dead. As such you were long since 
taught to submit in spiritual things to your 
spiritual pastor~^the clergyman of the parish 
in which you reside — and must recollect, 
that the sacred office which he bears has a 
claim to your respect on the authority of 
Christ himself. The obedience which you 
owe to Christ requires you to be present at 
the public ministrations of your spiritual 
pastor, and to receive with attention and res- 
pect the exhortations, the admonitions, and 
even the reproofs, which in the execution of 
his office, and at the peril of his own soul, he 
feels it right to address to you. 

There are among you but very few dis- 
senters ; and I trust that none of you will be 
seduced to desert your regular minister for 
•any self-constituted teacher. But, by way 
of caution, suffer me to "remind you, that if 
what has been above said be true, you can- 
not thus desert him, without being guilty of 
sin. 

No man of right ieeling will quit the reli- 
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gion and worship of his foref^theii’s, the reli- 
gion in which he has , been born^ and bapti^^ed^ 
and brought up, unless he is satisfied upon 
thorough conviction, after a long and careful 
inquiry,, that 'its terms of communion are un- 
lawful, Aa good citizens too, you know that 
the Church of England is part of the Consti- 
tution of your country. The laws of the 
land, it is , true, give every kind allowance to 
scrupulous consciences ; but the acts of tole- 
ration and indulgence are exceptions to a 
g^eral rule; and the religion which you 
profess is the established national religion, 
which even on this account ought not to be 
changed or quitted without reasons of great 
weight. This however I say by the bye. 
We claim respect to our office on still higher 
grounds — ^from the obedience which you owe 
to Christ, Respect I say to our ojfice; for 
we ask no respect as men, beyoird what our 
personal characters may be fairly entitled to. 
We acknowledge, that though invested with 
so high a commission, we are men of like 
passions with you ; we acknowledge that 
‘*'We have this treasure in earthen vessels* 
that we are exposed to the, common weak- 
nesses and f sins of our. corrupted - nature.* 
Doubtless, we ought to strive to be examples 
of holiness; and the knowledge that our 
faults will do injury to the cause of religion. 


2 Cor.iv.'7, 
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will give occasion, ito tlie enemies of the Lord 
and of his Church to blaspheme and 'speak 
reproachfully, furnishes to us a strong addi- 
tional motive for walking circumspectly. 
Still our personal defects and failings do not 
set our flocks at liberty to treat with neglect 
or contempt the oflice which we bearb And 
as in deserting your regular minister you 
■w'ould be guilty of disobedience to Christ, 
whose authority he bears, so also would you 
be guilty of the sin of schism. 

The nature of the sin of Schism is, I fear, 
in these days of laxity of principle, but little 
considered or understood. ^Ve pray indeed 
in the Litany, to be delivered “ from heresy 
and schism,” but the spirit of tho times we 


' The 2Gih Article of our Churcli says, Although in 
“ the visible Cluirch tlie evil be ever mingled with the 
“ good, and sometimes the evil have chief authority in the 
** ministration of the word and sacraments ; yet forasmuch 
“ as they do not tlie same in tlicir own name, but in 
Christ's, and do minister by his commission and autho- 
“ rity, we may use their ministry, both in hearing the 
“ word of God, and in" receiving of the sacraments. Nci- 
“ tber is the effect of Christ’s ordinance taken away by 
“ their wickedness, nor, the grace of God’s gifts diminished, 
“ from such as by faith and rightly do receive the sacra- 
merits minist(?red unto them ; which be effectual, because 
** of Christ’s institution and promise, altliough they be 
“ ministered by evil men. Nevertheless it appertaineth 
** to the discipline of the Church, that inquiry be made 
“ of evil ministers, and that they be accused by those that 
have knowledge of their offences ; and finally being 
found guilty, by just judgment be deposed.” 
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live in seems disposed to regard them as no 
sins, no evils at all. Schism however is re*- 
presented in a very different light in the holy 
Scriptures. The word schism means division 
— a division, a separation, in the Church of 
Christ ; a breach of that unity, that' oneness; 
which our Lord and his Apostles so earnestly 
inculcate. In the affectionate and pathetic 
prayev/ofhis Church, our Lord says, “ Holy 

Father, keep througli thine own name those 

“ whom thou hast given me, that they may 

“ be one, as we are. — Neither pray I for these 

“ alone, but for them also which shall believe 

“ on me through their word ; that they all 

“ may be one ; as thou, Fatlier, art in me, and 

“ I in thee, that they also may be one in us : 

“ that the world mav believe that thou hast 
¥ 

“ sent me’.” 

Such was the earnest supplication, which 
our Lord offered up to God the Father for 
the peace and unity of his Church. The 
Church, we know, is repeatedly styled the 
body of Christ, and in the passage just 
quoted you see how anxious he was that his 
inystical body should not be rent, and divided, 
and torn asunder by schisms, or divisions. 
The Apostles earnestly laboured .to promote 
this object of the prayers and wishes of their 
divine Master. They endeavoured to im- 
press upon their converts the necessity of 


* John xvii. 11. 20, £1. 
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harmony and peace and Unity; and to pre- 
vent those divisions and dissensions in reli- 
gion, which human passions and prejudices 
were likely to occasion. Such divisions ap- 
pear to have prevailed to a great degree in 
the Church of Corinth, where the people 
Tanged themselves some under one teacher, 
some under another, as their fancy led them. 
St. Paul anxiously warns them, that such di- 
visions were directly contrary to the spirit of 
true religion, and were the result of human 
passions, and of a worldly frame of mind. 
“ Ye are yet carnal,” says he, “ for whereas 
“ there is among you envying, and strife, and 
" divisions,” (or schisms,) “ are ye not carnal : 
" and walk as men?” (as mere sinful men, 
rather than as real Christians?) “ For while 
“ one saith, I am of Paul, and another, I am 
" ofApollos; are ye not carnal’?” In the 
same spirit he had addressed them a little 
before, “ Now I beseech you, brethren, by 
" the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
" all speak the same thing, and that there be 
“ no divisions among you ; but that ye be 
“ perfectly joined together, in the same mind 
" and in the same judgment*.” So anxious 
was he to .prevent snch divisions, that those 
who occasioned them were to be marked by 
their fellow Christians as disturbers of the 
public peace of the Church, and their com- 


' 1 Cor. iii. 8, 4. 
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pany , and .society ,to,be avojded- "Now I 
“ beseech you, brethren, mark them which 
" cause divisions and offences contrary to 
" the doctrine which ye have learned; and 
" avoid them*.” It is, I trust, unnecessary 
to lay before you the many other passages to 
the same purpoi't which occur in the Epis- 
tles of the Apostles ; I must, however be per- 
mitted to direct your attention to part of the 
fourth chapter of the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, where, after exhorting them to endea- 
vour “ to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace,” St. Paul goes on to enforce 
this *exhortation by saying, " There is one 
" body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called 
" in one hope of your calling ; one Lord, one 
“ faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
" all, who is above all, and through all, and 
" in you alP.” " How many oies are hore,” 
says an old writer, " to move the people ot 
" God to be one 1 how umiatural is it for 
" members of the same body to be divided 
“ one from the other! All the members of 
" the Church, the mystical body of Christ, 
“ have one and the same spirit. Why then 
" should they not have one heart and one 
" way, when they are taught and ,led by one 
" Spirit ? There is one Lord, and that is 
" the Lord Christ, whom we all worship and 
" serve. And shall fellow servants differ. 


' Rom. xvi. 17. 


* Ephes, iv. 3, &c. 
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" tba|t, l\ave.)t)ji(e,,eap^>^' 0 r 4 ,?,M.Jf thera be but 
Y pne ifaith, ' ^Khy, /^jiioulf^ we aipt ,be united 
<Y%rpin,.,ii;^; pne jw(]gtnent’ There is. pne 
" baptisni,.aB,4 .iShaU .we by our discordst au4 
" division?, unbaptjze purselves, as it were* 
“ by dividii?g,.frob?i,ith!at body, intn which we 
“ wer^ baptized ? , ^hall not we be one that 
“ have one, Qpid,? .^b all he be oyer us, and 
“ thi'opgh us, .and ip.ps ah, and should not 
“ this be an aj;gument to preserve peace and 
union among us ?”, , , In short, , to adopt the 
vyords gf anothey writer', wlio is so much ve- 
nerated by many of the dissenters themselves, 
“ A true Christian, , that hateth fornication, 
“ drunkenness, lying, perjury, because they 

are forbidden in the word; of God,, will hate 
“ divisions also, when he well observeth ho\y 
“ frequently and ^■ehemently they ai-e for- 
“ bidden, and concord highly commended and 
“ commanded,’’ 

The eyil of schism appears farther from 
the evil root from which it springs, I would 
not willingly give offence to any, and allow 
that it sometimes proceeds from a sincere 
though mistaken pjc*ty: too often how'ever it 
has its origin in .that ^ spirit of pride, and .self- 
conceit, which is so natural to sinful, man,: 
that spirit which produces sedition and 
lions in, the State, and dissension and,,scjhi?m 
in the , Ch’urchi' p,eligion inculcates ,,humi- 

* haxter. 
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^<■ 7 . and meekn^s, and patience ; a peace- 
ile obedience to the laws and established 
Dvernment ; and a dutiful submission in 
piritual things to spiritual pastors. Pride 
?lls a man not to submit to any body ; and 
elf-conceit makes him think himself too wise 
o learn or be directed. United they dispose 
lim to find fault with the established religion 
ind government, and nourish in his bosom a 
)roud factious spirit of insubordination. I 
rust that you will guard against this evil 
spirit. I speak not these things to reprove 
you,il)ut, as my beloved sons, I warn you. 

Schism then appears to be sinful in itself, 
ind sinful in the origin from which it springs. 
It is also too likely to lead you into iiiuiEsy, 
or false doctrine. 'I'he ministers of the 
Church of England are pleflged and bound to 
teach no doctrines at variance Avith those 
which are contained in her Liturgy and Ar- 
ticles — contained in them as being the sense 
of Holy Scripture. The frequenters of a dis- 
senting meeting-house have seldom a similar 
security, and are liable to be led wherever the 
jfreacher chooses to carry them. Many of 
the dissenters pride themselves upon the un- 
restrained licence of their opinions.' Some of 
them represenL our Saviour to have been a 
mere man, ana deny that his death made 
atonement for sin. And there are, I believe, 
dissenting teachers in these evil days of re- 
buke and blasphemy, who even dispute the 
33 I 



170 The Christian Priesthood. 

divine authority of the Scriptures. A 
possessed of natural talents and readiness ( 
tongue may easily make the worse appear th 
better reason, can easily give a specious co 
louring to erroneous doctrines, and “ by fai 
“ words deceive the hearts of the simple. 
‘Men who earn their bread by tlie sweat o 
their brow, cannot generally be supposed tc 
be possessed of learning and ability sufficient 
to detect the errors and false reasoning of r 
man fluent in speech, and able to pervert the 
words of Scripture, so as to give a seeming 
support to what he says. Hence, thosenwho 
go to dissenting meetings are in danger of 
being carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine, till at length, wearied and puzzled by 
the many opposite opinions presented to 
them, they end in doubt, and quit religion 
altogether. A man who keeps stedfast to the 
form of sound words, which he has been 
taught ; who lives in quiet submission to the 
Church in which he has been baptized and 
brought up, is in little danger of being led 
into error ; and if he should err, much allow- 
ance is to be made for him. But a man who 
frequents schismatical conventicles, runs him- 
self wilfully into danger ; and if he should be 
led away either by irregular zeal, or “ cun- 
“ ning craftiness,” he has no one to blame but 
himself. His departure from the faith is his 
own work. His having become a heretic or 
an unbeliever is to be imputed to his own 
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love of irregularity, his own itching ears. 
" The time will come,” says St. Paul, “ when 
“ they will not endure sound doctrine ; but 
after their own lusts shall they heap to 
“ themselves teachers, having itching ears 
My friends, think on these things. If you 
go at all to dissenting meetings — even though 
you may also go to church — If I say you go 
at all to dissenting meetings, you do by so 
doing encourage dissent and schism ; you ex- 
pose yourself to the danger of being led into 
false doctrine or heresy ; you act undutifully 
towards that Church in which you have been 
baptized, and towards the spiritual pastor, 
whom you ought to regard as “ the minister 
“ of Christ, and steward of the mysteries of 
“ God.” Be on your guard therefore against 
irregular teachers, who may unawares creep 
in ; mark them which cause divisions and 
schism in the Church, and avoid them ; “hold 
“ fast the form of sound words,” in which you 
have been instructed from your youth ; and 
endeavour quietly “ to keep the unity of the 
“ Spirit in the bond of peace.” 


* 2 'rim. iv. S, 
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HOLINESS THE DHSiGN OF THE CHRISTIAN 
> msWNSATION^ 


Eph. IV. 24. 

That put on the new man, which after God is cicated 
in 1 ighte ousness and true holiness. ^ 

It appears from the whole tenor of the Scrip- 
tures, that the advancement of real practical 
holiness — the fonnation of ji^oocl dispositions 
and conduct, and the correction of such as 
are had — is the great object of religious ifl- 
struclion. This is strongly asserted by St. 
Paul, in that passage of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, of which the text forms the con- 
clilsidn. “Ye,*’ sayS he, “have not so learned 
“Chri'^t; if so be that ye have heaid him, 
“ an(J hare been taught by him, as the truth 
“ is in Jesus : th^i't yd put off Conceritittg the 
fOrttidf coiiverkdtioil thd old man, whmh is 
corrtipt according to the 4eceitfhl luSt4 ; 
“ a,nd bfe renewed’ in the spirit c/f your mind ; 
“ and that ye put on the new man, which 
“ after* God is created in righteousness and 
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"true holiness’.” Accordingly, if we would 
give correct notions of the Christian religion ; 
if we would teach " the truth as it is in 
"Jesus;” we pmst-^^rj^s^ upon, our hearers 
the necessity or getting' the better of their 
corruptions and sins, and . of acquiring the 
opposite virtues and graces of character ; in* 
one word, the necessity of‘ becoming 

Holiness consists in 'soeh a conformity to 
the will and nature of God as is attainable by 
man. Its principal seat is in the heart and 
affections ; — we must .be renewed, says St. 
Paul, in the spirit of our mind, — where it 
shows itself in loving God and what he loves, 
and conseqnently in hating. what he hates. 
Holiness, as it .regajrds , the genera.1 condupt, 
consists in “ceasing, to do evil, qnd learning to 
“ dq well- qy, according to that, comprehen- 
sive passage in, the lipistle. tO Titus, in " de- 
nying ungodliness., and worldly lusts,” and 
living soberly, .riglitepusly, and gpdly in 
“ this present vyorld in avoiding all , hu- 
quity, and being .zpalo, us of good yvorhs ^ ; nqt 
only dobig gopiljWorkSj iJpt being zealous of 
them, doing them with zeal, with readiness 
and pleasure. It imidios ,a' tonstaut and wil- 
ling endeavour to do ’wiiatever we ought to 
do, and to leave undone whatever we ought 
not to do ; a disposition to be guided , in 
thought, word, and deed, entirely by the will 
of God. , , 

^ Eph. iv. 20 — 24. ^ Isaiali»i. 16, 17. 

1 3 


’ Tit. ii. 12. 
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The ftdvaticement of holiness appears to 
have been' made by our gracious Creator the 
great object, both of the dispensations of his 
providence, and also of his supernatural re^ 
velatioUs. “Ye shall be holy, for I the Lord 
■“ your God am holy is the lesson which he 
‘'has been continually enforcing upon his crea- 
tures. 

When he was pleased to separate a parti- 
cular family from the rest of mankind, it was 
that they might be a peculiar people, a holy 
nation ; that among them might be main- 
tained a holy worship ; and that to them 
might be committed those oracles of God, 
which contain the criterion and rule of holi- 
ness. The moral laws which he gave to them 
were all designed to enforce holiness ; and 
their many ceremonial observances were in- 
tended to keep them holy and undefiled, and 
separate from the sinful nations around them. 
They were intended to remind them con- 
stantly of the holy nature of God, of the ho- 
liness, which he required in his worshippers, 
and to point forward to the great Fulfiller of 
all holiness, who was to come into the world. 

“ The law,” hdwever, “ made nothing per- 
‘ fectV’ Its efficacy in producing practical 
holiness was comparatively small. But, “what 
“ the law could not do, in that it was weak 
“ through the flesh V’ too weak effectually to 


' Lfev. iik. 2. 


«HA. vh. 19. 


’ Rom. viii. 3. 
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subdue 'the coemption, tbu iheadstrung. ^sts 
and passions of the natufe !of . rnan.— the 
** bringing in of ■ a better hope V’— that is, the 
Christian dispensation, acoonripUshed in a far 
greater degree. Of that dispensation, holi- 
ness was the great end and intention ; it is 
the object of all its promises, and of. all. its 
threatenings. Throughout the whole of our 
Saviour’s wonderful ministry for the restora- 
tion of man ; in his life and in his death, in 
his resurrection and in his ascension, the ad- 
vancement of holiness among men was the 
end which he constantly had in view. It was 
this that was the object of his excellent moral 
precepts, of his divine discourses, of his in- 
structive parables ; and the miracles which 
he wrought, were not only so many proofs 
that his mission was divine, that he indeed 
came forth from God, but many, if not all of 
them, had also a particular moral intention, 
and were designed for the recommendation of 
some right action or feeling, or for the cor- 
rection of such as were evil. And in the 
whole of his life, he was a perfect pattern of 
every kind and branch of holiness : thus 
“ leaving us an example, that ye should fol- 
“ low his steps and walk coutmually “ irf 
" all holy conversation and godliness His 
piety and devotion; to God, hi$: self-denial, his 
humility and meekness, his uniTOrsal henevo- 


Heb. vUi 29. 


, » l,P«t.<ii..21. 
I 4 


^2 Pet.iii.fll. 
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lettce, d "trading ;to - dki' 'good' both to tho 
bodfes hnd sOuliS 'of' trtdrt, M'ere 'so* many fea- 
tures of his holy* eharactet-, which those’ who 
wish to be partakers of his resuwection miist 
endeavour' to imitate. And as every part of 
the life of our Redeemer was thus Calculated 
to advance holiness among men, so most sig- 
nally was the same gi-cat object promoted by 
his death. The death of Christ for the sins 
of the world, jdaced in the most striking 
point of vie^^'«both the awful justice, and the 
mercy of God, his hatred of sin, artd his rea- 
diness to forgive sinners. God so loved 
“ the world, that he gave Iris only-begotten 
“ Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
“ should not perish, but have everlasting 
" life * and he so hated sin, tliat the blood 
of his dear Son was shed to wash away its 
guilt. 

The moral or practical effects which this 
wonderful dispensation of “ mercy and truth,” 
of “ righteousness and peace V’ ought to pro- 
duce upon our heai’ts and conduct, the ten- 
dency which it has to promote holiness, are 
almost’ self-evident. They are earnestly and 
a'ffectibnately set forth by the Apostles in a 
'variety of passages; Christ "died for all, 
" that they which live should not henceforth 
“live unto themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again Being 


^ John iii. IG. 


^ Iftxxv. 10. 


® 2 Cor. V. 15. 



Holiness the design of Qlu'istiftw^. l'?7 

thus, “ bought with a, price “ poi} 

“ redeemed, with cojrruptihje as,sily;eu 

“ and gold, — but with jbl^e, prqciou^i, bipod of 
“ Christ*,” we should coutjidqr, tl^at.we “ afp 
“ aio longer our own,” are no, longer at liberty 
to follow our own corrupt wills, but belong 
unto him who has thus bought us, and should, 
consequently “ glorify God in our body gnd 
“ in our sj)irit which are God’s “ ivuow- 
“ ing this,” says St. Paul in another place, 
“ that our old man is crucified with him, that 
“ the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
“ henceforth ^^e should not serve sin h” That 
is, the death of Christ furnishes the most pre- 
vailing motive for forsaking tliose sins to 
which by our unrcnewed nature, here called 
the old man, we are inclined ; we should be 
no more capable of committing sin than a 
man actually dead. St. Peter, to whom I 
have already referred, uses similar language 
to St. Paul: “ Clirist also hath once suftered 
“ for sins, the just for the unjust”— rapd why ? 
— “ that he might bring us to God V’ that he 
might make us holi/. And again, “ who his 
“ own self bare our sins in his own body ou 
“ tlip tree” — and for what ♦ end that we 
being dead to sins, should Ijve ,unto rigbte— 
Qusness , , 

In like manner does ,tJlie great .djpctriup.of 
) <1 

MCor. vi. 20. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 

* llora. vi. ,0. ^ 1 Pet, iii.^1 8,>j 
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® 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
; Pet,,jj.!24. 
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the resurrection of Christ, tend to advance 
practical i holiness. “ To yoU first,” says St. 
Peter to the Jetvs, God having raised up 
“ his son Jesus, sent him to bless you” — but 
how 1 — “ in turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities St. Paul, in a variety 
of passages, points out and insists on the prac- 
tical efficacy — the moral tendency — of the re- 
surrection of Christ. When in his Epistle 
to the Pinlippians he expresses his wish to 
know the power of Christ’s resurrection as 
well as “ the fellowship of his sufferings 
his meaning appears to be, that a lively be- 
lief in the resurrection of Christ, aided by the 
influence of the Spirit, miglit effectually ex- 
cite him to a higher degree of holiness. So 
again he says in the Epistle to the Romans, 
“ therefore we are buried with him by bap- 
tism unto death ; that like as Christ was 
“ raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in new- 
“ ness of life As Christ rose from death 
to life, so should we rise from that state of 
sin in which we are by nature, but to which 
we are now supposed to have died, to that 
holiness of living* which Christianity requires, 
•aud to which it furnishes such powerful in- 
ducement. 

The same practical lesson is again enforced 
by St. Paul, from the “ ascension” of our 


‘ Acts iii. 26. 


’ Philip, iii. 10. 


’ Rom. vi. 4. 
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Lord, and his sitting* at the right hand of 
God. “ If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 
those things which are alJove, wrhere Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God ; set your 
aflPections on things above, not on things on 
the earth : for ye are dead, and your life is 
“ hid with Christ in God 

And, that the awful doctrine of Christ’s 
coming again to judgment was intended to 
promote holiness of living, is so plain, that 
the most thoughtless must immediately per- 
ceive it. For when we are told that “God 
“ shall bring every thing into judgment, with 
“ every secret thing, whether it be good or 
whether it be evil — when we are assured 
that our Lord will sit on the throne of his 
glory, and will judge every man according to 
his works; and that then those who have 
done evil will go into everlasting punishment, 
and the righteous into life eternal “ ; both our 
hopes and our fears must be most powerfully 
acted upon, and must both lead us to endea- 
vour to acquire such a disposition of heart, and 
to adopt such a line of conduct, as will enable 
us, through faith in the atonement, to look for- 
ward to that awful judgment without dismay. 

The same course of argument might bd 
carried much farther, but I trust that the 
observations which I have made are sufficient 
to convince you, that the advancement of 


^ Col. iii. 1 — 3. 


^ Ecclefl. xii. 4. 
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® Matt. XXV. 
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real praotical holiness is :the main idesigiv of' 
Christianity,:, and of allt its findamehlialiidoe- 
trines; and is im^essed upon our consciences 
by all the leading circtnnstances in tlie life 
and death of Christ, by his' hunsiliation and 
hjs glorification. Accordingly, the Apostle 
assures us in that noble passage which con- 
tains the sum and substance of Christianity, 
and which can hardly be too often repeated, 
“The grace of God that bringeth salvation 
“ hath appeared to all men, teaching ns that 
“ denying ungodliness, and worldly lusts^ we 
“ should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
“ in this present world ; looking for that 
“ blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
“ the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
“ who gave himself for us, that he might ro- 
“ deem us from all iniquity” — might rescue us 
from the power and dominioii of sin — “ and 
“ purify unto himself a peculiar people, zea- 
“ lous of good works k” And you must recol- 
lect, that the passage from which my text is 
taken, tells us, that the true Christian doc- 
trine, “ the truth as it is in Jesus,” is that 
w.hich : admonishes us to :“put oil* tlie old 
“man,” that, is t<5 avoid, - to forsake, to get 
tid of, the skis to which, by nature we are in« 
dined, and to put on the new man” — to ac*<. 
quire the virtues, the temper, and disposition 
of i real Christian. Of such affections, the 


^ Titu^i, 11 — 14. 
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most liniportant aro) :the bowb • op i cob which 
isstyled' hy .our Lord; the first land great com-’ 
maodment ; ^ aud i as isecond Mjurad liloe unto 
the! loVp of man?. It) is worth your while 
to turn to the ) chapter of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians ^ from which the text is taken, and 
to see what particular virtues St. Paul there; 
thought it expedient especially to inculcate^ 
as marks or instances of Christian holiness, 
of having put off the old man and put on the 
new. They are ; a sacred regard to truth * 
in our intercourse with each other; strict 
honesty and industry, and a readiness to 
administer to the wants of others ; chastity 
and purity in heart and in language ; the due 
restraint of anger ®, and the actpiiring of the 
graces of humility \ meekness, gentleness, and 
a willingness to forgive injuries ®. In the fol- 
lowing ciia})ter, he again enforces some of the 
same virtues, and then goes on particularly to 
recommend attention to all the relative du- 
ties of life, together with fervency in prayer, 
and the use of the other means of grace. In 
short, we find from the language of, St. Paul 
himself, that “ putting off the old tnan’’ and 
putting on the new,” me&ns laothing more 
nor less, than the ceasing to ds> evil, and' 
learning to do well; the getting rid of bad 

‘ Sent), xm. ® Serm. xviir. “ Epli. iv. latter part. 

* Serm. xix. ® Serm. xx. “ Serm. xxi. 

’ Serm. xvii. “ Serm. xxiif 
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dispositions of heart, and the acquiring of 
such as are good ; it means, in shortj the be- 
coming holy. <rr 

And, that this is not only our duty, hut in 
every point of view our interest : that the 
becoming Ao/y is the most effectual way of 
becoming happy, a little serious reflection 
will, I trust, convince you. Holiness is essen- 
tial to happiness, both in this world and the 
next Holiness, as was said, consists in con- 
formity to the will of God. Now since that 
will is the result of infinite wisdom, good- 
ness, and truth, and supported by infinite 
power, it seems to stand to reason that con- 
formity to that will must be the surest source 
of happiness, and that any opposition to it 
must be attended with uneasiness and pain. 
And your own observation and experience — 
observation of what occurs in the world 
around you, experience of what passes in 
your own breast, — will tell you that most of 
the unhappiness and misery among men is 
occasioned by their unruly wills, their head- 
strong appetites, their ungovemed passions. 
Where the will is submitted to the will of 
God, and the dppetites and passions are 
guided by his laws, peace and tranquillity of 
mind are the happy result. And if holiness 
‘s essential to happiness here, it is still more 
3ssential to happiness hereafter. Without 


^ xii. 14<. 
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holiness. no man shall see the Lord*. An un- 
holy soul will not be admitted into heaven, 
and, indeed, could not be ha^py if it was ad- 
mitted there ; for it would have no enjoy- 
ment, no taste for that nearness and likeness 
to God, which constitute the happiness of 
that blessed place ; no feeling in common 
with the holy fellowship, the spirits of just 
men made perfect which are there assembled. 
From all tliat we can learn of the nature of 
the blessedness of heaven, it is plain, that in 
order to be lit for it, in order to be able to 
enjoy it, a particular character must be ac- 
quired during our continuance on earth, and 
that character is the character of holiness. 

Let the attainment of holiness then, my 
friends, the putting on of the nexo man, be the 
great object of our endeavour, and of our 
prayers. Remember, that, “ this is the w'ill of 
“ God, even your sanctification ^ and that, 
according to the passage just now quoted, 
without holiness no man shall see the Lord. 
Unless we are in some measure hohf, and have 
the seeds and principles of holiness planted 
within us, we shall not, we cannot, go to 
heaven. That we should ht once attain it, 
we cannot indeed hope. The habit of holi- 
ness, like other habits, is acquired, generally 
speaking, by degrees, ^nd step by step. And 
that we should ever literally perfect “ holi- 
ness in the fear of God we can hardly 


* 1 Thess. iv. 3. 


’ 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
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expect while we remain in tliis w'orld. . In 
many things we ofJ'end all, and shall too pro- 
bably got on to offehd, so long as the “ cor- 
“ ruptible body” continues to “ press down 
“ the soul.” But still, we most strive to ac- 
quire higlier degrees of holiness ; must strive 
to “ abound continually more and more ’ to 
press” Oil “ toward the niark V’ to go on to- 
ward perfection ; humbly lamenting our mani- 
fold failings, and imploring pardon for them 
through the merits of our Redeemer. 

It is hardly necessary to state, that our ho- 
liness must be founded and built upon faith 
in Christ. This has been implied, and more 
than implied, through the wjiole of this dis- 
course. If our hearts are purified, they are 
purified “ through faith " :” if our souls are 
saucthied,, they are sanctified tJirough the 
faith that is, in Christ .Jesus. No religion 
but the religion of Christ furnishes motives 
sufficiently powerful for the production of 
real 'sanctification. .. One/ of. tho: principal out- 
W'ard , means of . producing holiness is, the 
study of the Scriptures. Our Lord, in Ins 
prayer for his chosen • folloitvtra, ;says, sanc- 
“ tify them , throagh . thy. t ruth : thy word, is 
"“.truth ‘.’1 s Tlio-wocd God.. points ,out .fp 

us all ithc parts and. hraoch^s of, holiness,, aud 
the moans by.(Which;\ve, may acqiuireiit.;, liCis 
a'. lamp unto our feet,, and. a /.liglrt unto Qur 

* 1 Thefes. i'v. 1. * Phil. iii. 14. 

’ Acts.%v. 9. * Johnxvii. 17. 
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paths- . ’ ' Lfet life 'therefore 'Make the Scriptures 
ouv frequent study ; let us read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them; -The great author 
and giver of holiness 'is the blessed Spirit. 
His peculiar office it is to renew our cor- 
rupted nature, to purify our hearts and affec- 
tions, and, in one word, to sanct/fy us, or 
make us holy. Let us seek his sanctifying 
influence by the diligent use of the means of 
grace ; especially let us beg them of him with 
unwearied earnestness; “ praying always,” 
says the Apostle in the same Epistle, “ with all 
“ prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
“ watching thereunto with all perseverance*.” 

Thus through the use of prayer and of the 
other means of grace, may we be enabled to 
acquire that holiness of heart and of conduct, 
which is necessary to prepare us for heaven : 
— ^thus may we be assisted and sanctified ; 
thus may we be more and more renewed in the 
spirit of our minds, and, in the full sense of the 
word, put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

THE PRAYER. (Collect for Christmas.) 

Alniiglity God, who hast given *iis ' thy only-bcgptteii 
Soh to take our’ tjatuVe upon him ; ' Grant that we, btSing 
r^gbnerate and mAde thy Children by adoption and grace, 
may-daily be rCnetved' 'by- thy Holy Spirit ; through the 
saihC our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the same Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 

* Psalm cxix. 105. * Eph. vi. 18. 



SERMON XIII. 


THE LOVE OF GOD. 


Matt. xxii. 37, 38. 


Jesus said unto liimy Thou shall Ion the Lord ihy God with 
all thy hearty and with all ihy soul, and with all thy 
mmd. This u the frst mid great commandment. 


Among all the right affections of the heart, 
all the various branches of the Christian 
temper, there is no one which better deserves, 
and more requires to be cultivated, than the 
love of God. 

The love of God is styled by our Saviour 
in the text, “ the first and great command- 
ment.” All God’s commandments without 
exception, even those which are compara- 
tively the least important, must be carefully 
observed by us, and cannot be wilfuUy negf 
leoted without the utmost danger. And, 
certainly, that which by our Lord himself is 
said to be the first and greatest of them all, 
must have the strongest claim tot our atten- 
tion. . 
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In discoursing on the love of God, I shall. 
First, lay before you some of its effects or 
properties; by the consideration of which 
you will be enabled to judge, whether you are 
influenced by it or not. • 

Secondly, I wish to show you whji, and how 
justJij, the love of God was termed the first 
and great commandment of the law. 

I shall. Thirdly, direct you to the means of 
acquiring, or of increasing the love of God ; 

And shall conclude by mentioning some of 
the advantages which result from the presence 
of this excellent principle in our hearts. 

I. In speaking of the effects or properties 
of the love of God, we shall derive assistance 
from considering what are the effects and 
properties of the love which we bear to any 
earthly object. 

Whatever we really love, will be much and 
often in our thoughts. Our minds recur to 
it naturally and without effort, and we find a 
sort of satisfaction in thinking upon it. The 
man, for instance, who loves money, will 
have his mind dwell much upon what he has 
already gained, and the means of gaining 
more. He who loves sensual pleasures, wiU 
have the idea of such pleasures* constantly* 
returning to his imagination. When we feel 
loVe for a fellow-creature, for some dear rela- 
tion^ oi* friend, who is as our own soul, we 
think trf him much and often when absent, 
and feel satisfaction in* his presence. His 



mef:e ^ jife^nqe,, is ji > sqyr^^e. , qf .pl^aisjare ; , ,^n(i 
thp ;iis ^^,till, f»rtlier inci;ef»SQ,c^' b)?,,^e /^qmpj^T; 
ni9ati9,q’,of oiir tliqiiigj,i,ts,, ,l?y, qf;2^er/si^/g. ;vyi|;l;| 
]^i^. .^pd, thus i£.,>\e .Ipve (JJoc^, jvq ,q.iay\hq 
s.ure, tluit, liq wil^ be, pften ,ij?i ourj fnin^. ;.;W,q 
shtdl frequently thfnk:;of lihiii ; sh^ll.feql !qpm-, 
fprt in tbe .idea that be ‘‘ is, not far fr(^, a,i,ij, 
"one of us;” sbafllong to h^ ajdqntted tp.jns 
more iqmiediate presence ;n heaven shall 
take pleasure in spefilyiiig to bitn in , the. dan-' 
guage^of praise, thanksgiving, aiql praypr. 

Is this the case, my friends, with us?, ,. 0 ,ne 
of the marks of thq 'yicked man, , given , ,by 
the Psalmist, is,, that " fiod is not in all liis 
“ thoughts.” Let ys take care^tbat this piis- 
sage do not apply to ourselves. Anuthef 
feature in the character of the unbelievers ii^, 
that “ they have not called U))on God.” Av |0 
we , in the cons.ta,nt habit oi calling upon Gotlf, 
Dp. we find it our comfort and delight to be 
permitted ,tp open to him the desires of our 
hearts; to la^- before him our wants, and our 
sorrows; to implore Ids mercy, bis proteption, 
and support ? If we do not love to call upon 
Qod in pyayer, tp bphl thi^ converse with lumj^ 
we have reason, tp fear, that we do not love 
•God as wq/jugbt tp do. .'j- 

When we sincerely love any, one, especi- 
ally one of superior wisdom and power, we 
naturally fall into and adopt his likes and 
dislikes ; we arc anxious to learn his wishes, 
and careful, as far as we can, to comply with 
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the^in. ' Aiid if we 'loVe''Cjod', we sb^ll natu- 
r^]y loVe what he* lovek, djid' hkte' what he 
hkte’s; ’We shall loVe that ivliich' i's la\vful arid 
right, rfiid,' ori the bther haVid, shall hate arid 
aVriid the 'thitt^ that is 'evil ; we shall be very 
desirous td learn hfs will, and very careful to 
peiforim it. " If ye lorie me,” says 6ar Sa- 
vidur, “ keep my commandments,’' and again, 
" he that hath my commandments, and keep- 
" eth them, he it is that loveth me.” “ Ye 
“ are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com- 
“ maud you And St. John, in the same 
manner, says, “ this is the love of God, that 
“ we keep his commandments But we 
shall not only keep them, keep them as of 
necessity because we are afraid of doing 
otherwise, but shall take pleasure in keeping 
them. We shall feel the truth of the Apos- 
tle’s assertion in the latter part of tiro verse, 
" his commandments are not grievous.” We 
shall not feel the observance of them as a 
painful burden, a burden Irom which w'O 
would 'gladly be relieved, but shall find it 
rhthcr 'a sorirCe of delight. This was felt by 
David ; “ Lord, what love have I unto thy 
"Idw! all the' day long is ’my study ip it. 
“ Thy testimonies have I claimed as mine 
‘“heritage fpr’bver;” for “ they arc the veay 
*'Joy‘ W riiy hesitt^.” More to be desired 

>ni I 1 I. ,, I I, 

) 1 I I / ^ I I ’ , ) < 

^oljn xiVf ^ xv^ 14. ^ 

’ ^ Ps. cxix. 67*and ill. 
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“ are they than gold, yea, than nnich fine 
gold ; sweeter also than honey, and the 
“ honey-comb There is not one of God's 
commandments which is more earnestly en- 
forced, than that which enjoins the love of 
our neighbour. Thus the same Apostle 
Urges “ this commandment have we from 
" him, that he who loveth God, love his bro- 
“ ther also.” If we love God, we shall love 
our fellow-men, as being originally made in 
his likeness, as being still the objects of his 
fatherly care, as being actually, or at least as 
capable of being, adopted in Christ, as his 
children. Accordingly, to be without the 
love of man, is a proof of the absence of the 
love of God. “ If a man say, I love God, 
“ and hateth his brother, he is a liar : for he 
“ that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he hath 
" not seen* ?” 

Let us examine ourselves, my friends, by 
the tests just mentioned ; ever bearing in 
mind, that if we fail in the love of God, we 
fail in the chief part of our duty. Are we 
then careful to keep his commandments ? 
Are we in the habit of doing his will, of doing 
“■it willingly^ and with pleasure ? In particu- 
lar, do we love our fellow-creatures ; and are 

^ Ps. xix. 10. 

^ 1 John iv. 20. See the whole of this beautiful and 
affectionate Epistle. 



The love of God. 191 

we ready to do them whatever kind offices 
are in our power, for God’s sake ? These are 
important questions, which demand our seri- 
ous attention. God grant that our consci- 
ences may answer them satisfactorily. 

Again ; when we really love any person, 
we are zealous for his reputation, are anxious* 
that he should be honoured among men, and 
are pained when we see him treated wth 
disrespect. And thus, if we love God, we 
shall be very desirous of promoting his glory, 
of extending the influence of practical reli- 
gion among all around us. We shall be 
anxious that his name may he hallowed, that his 
Jcingdom may come, and that Jus will may be 
done by men in general. We shall take pains 
to let our light so shine before men, that they 
may see our good works, and glorify — not 
ourselves — but our Father which is in hea- 
ven. And, on the other hand, it will give us 
deep pain and grief of heart to see God dis- 
honoured, his laws and will neglected and 
despised, to hear his name profaned, his au- 
thority and ordinances treated with contempt. 
On such occasions we shall be disposed to 
exclaim with David,, “ Mine eyes gush out 
“ with water; because men keep not thy 
"lawh” 

To give one instance more. We naturally 
feel an interest in every thing which serves 


^ Ps. cxix,»T36. 
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to,.remi,i^d,'US; of,thoso we jove...^ What^Mer 
belongs to them, whatever they valuejd, .be- 
comes ^tq, q$! an , .object-. .qf; vegiard. , And . thus 
if we.lqye G.pdj wc,,shal], Jove, ■whatever is de- 
dicated, to his. immediate hjonqur and servicej 
whateyfen is deigned, to preseiTe the re,meia- 
brance of him fresh and strong in our, minds. 
We shall , love his roord, his law, his' //e?|.se, 
his woi'sliip,. his sacroj/ients. W e shall take 
pleasure, in rcadrag, and studying his word; 
and shall prize it more highly “ than gold or 
“ precious Stones.” His day we shall look 
upon, not as a time of gloom and dejection, 
but shall esteem “ the sabbath a delight, 
“ the holy of the Lord, and honourable 
His ltvii.se, and the xovrshlp to which .it is de- 
dicated, we shall regard in the same spirit 
with David, who thus gave utterance to the 
feehogs of his heart : “ I was glad when they 
said unto me, ^Ve will go into tlie house ot 
“ the Lord: one day in thy courts is better 
'• than a thousand” spent elsewhere; “ I had 
' rather be a door-keeper in the house of ray 
“ God than to dwell in ;the tents of ungodli- 
ness.” . ■ ' ■ • 

His , we sh^dl esteem a., sacred 

pledge of his love, desigited and excellently 
calculated to keep up, the flame of- divine 
love in our heartSi and which 'can noti, which 
will not , be neglected by any, in .whose 


^ Ivii* -1 ^ 



Tk6''lo0e'\)f 'G^^. Idd 

love^'df Oodis fti atiy degree fehdd 
aWoald."'' / / >i’i " ' ii// ■ 1 .1 • t" I 

' 'Hite' train' df rfeflectidri, my friends, ybti 
msly '■cdtry fiirthei* ifoi* yourselves/ Whit I 
have isaid, may 'in ^ome degree assist ydit' in 
jud^mg, how fit* you are influenced by the 
love df ©od. 

II. I At us j)roceed in the secdnd place td 
consider, n'ftt/, arnl how justly, the love of 
God is styled ** the first and great command- 
** ment.” 

It is so, becanse its immediate object is 
the first, and greatest, and best of beings, 
who accordingly has a better right and title 
to our love than any thing else. All earthly 
objects ai*e in Some degree imperfect. Many 
of them we may, and ought to love ; our pa- 
rents, for instance. Our friends, our fellbw- 
creatures generally. Even many inanimate 
objects may be valued to a certain degree ; 
but nothing on earth must be allowed to hold 
as high a place in' our rtgard as God ; nothing 
must be allowed to come in competition with 
the obedience, the duty, the Idre which we 
owe to him. “ He that loveth father or mo- 
‘f ther more than me is not’ worthy of me : 
^ and he that' loveth sOn or daughter more 
" than me is not worthy of mo h” 

The love ‘Of God is also the first and ^reat 
eommdndmeitt', because it comprehends within 

' Matt. X. 37. see also'Luke xiv. 2G. 

33 K 
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itself all other commandments whatever. 

This is the love of God/’ says the verse 
which I before quoted, “ that we keep his 
" commandments.” Lovq is, in every sense, 
" the fulfilling of the law.” As all the laws 
of the second table are briefly comprehended 
in this one saying, “ thou shalt love thy 
“ neighbour as thyself,” so the love of God 
comprises within itself the whole compass of 
moral obligation. , 

The love of God, too, is the first and great 
commandment, not only because its object is 
so exalted, and its nature so comprehensive, 
but because it is the noblest and highest 
principle of obedience. “ The fear of the 
“ Lord is the beginning of wisdom and it is 
well when men are induced even by fear to 
■wish and endeavour to work out their salva- 
tion. Where fear, however, is the only prin- 
ciple of obedience, obedience is constrained, 
and paid grudgingly, and as of necessity. 
The obedience, on the other hand, which 
proceeds from love is lively, vigorous, and 
cheerful ; and, as the service of a willing 
mind, is doubly acceptable in the sight of 
Ood. 

III. Let us now proceed, in the third place, 
to inquire into the means of acquiring or 
increasing the love of God. And here the 
first step must be, to root out of our hearts 
whatever is contrary to that love. We must 
endeavour fo subdue all attachment to sin. 
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those sins especially to which by nature, or 
constitution, or habit, we are most inclined, 
— “ the sin which doth most easily beset us,” 
— in order that this divine principle may 
find our hearts empty, and ready to receive it. 
The love of the toorld is represented in the 
Scriptures as being peculiarly inconsistent 
with the love of God. “If any man love 
“ the world,” says St. John, “ the love of the 
“ Father is not in him ' and our Lord him- 
self assures us, that we cannot serve, or at 
the same time supremely love, God and 
Mammon. We must strive, therefore, to 
conquer and keep down all undue love of the 
world, which we shall do most effectually, by 
cultivating and cherishing a strong and vigo- 
rous belief of the great doctrines of religion ; 
for “ this is the victory that ovcrcomcth the 
“ world, even our faith 

One of the most powerful means of acquir- 
ing and increasing the love of God, is the 
contemplation of his excellency and goodness. 
Evil and corrupted as our nature is, yet still 
distinguished and exalted goodness is sure to 
meet not only with approbation, but vvith 
admiration and love ; and this, even in cases 
where we derive from it no advantage to 
ourselves. When we read or hear of the vir- 
tues of men who lived perhaps many centu- 
ries ago, or in far distant countries, or who 


k2 


’ 1 John ii. 15. 


* 1 John V. 4. 
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tiever 'e’j^Wd W all l)iit;5h 'the'^fMa'^ination 6f 
the, ^t.i4t^,’tvd’'Pee^ft^l•'■^herti‘k''kiritJ'df esteem 
and-kffecnWtii ‘' Any, ceftaiply, h'd 6ught' to 
feel ihd same aiffectidh' of ’$bhl;;AvlieW we don- 
temjilatfe that BeitiJ?, in' ■vt'hom gbddneiss arid 
e'\‘ery kind of hioral texeeilerice khJ found in 
the ji^^ltest ' ftegfee lydssibtb. Certainly We 
ought to libiioitr, to 'arid 'to hve' him. 

When we reflect iipOn His goodifess as dis- 
played’ in the vi'Orks of natrire and'provjdelice, 
the larigriage of our hearts ought cettaini'y to 
he, Thoti art gdod, and doest good ; the earth 
is fuli'bf the’ gdodricss of the LOM ; his 'mer- 
cies, are over all hrS' Worlrs. ‘ ” O .that Men 
y Would therefore praise the Lord fot *his 
igoodriess,-and dechhc the woildbrs that he 
" doetll for the 'children' of men ' ' ' ' ‘ , 

'The love 'and admiration, hOiveVer, Which 
we fecl'for gdbdriess ‘in'/geiiefal, 'hecomes ria- 



tb' Vdfldfcf tfport 'his kirtdne^i'rtd' bUrselyes in 
j^rti’dtddrl buri ' atlrriirht$bri''khd'' 5 tovd ' abdllite 
warnith ’dnd'^stl'eh^tH 'Surtdy 

Wd mUytl drid'bili™<! to lovb' 

KVe'hffd* ririive"^d*'H4\4’'diir%eiH^ i'to mibfn 

kiridr^s'’df tfib ''bbh:lfoil!^’'df ^dbcT- 
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fw;, p^d,,.ty^;^q»^i]lity,qf 

«li^d,. ^o>y; ,bksi5j^g^.j^o,yye._4^)lly,and 
hourly,, jeqqjve , ,; ^yqi-y j .ooraforl^q 
rp^t, every, , Bufflwqntj qiqah an , 

inqnt i4r,( ^ljanl^q)ii|iqss;, ; E^pwfially ihp>y; i own 
J}av(e. .w.e bqeu deUyeyeid ‘ frprp ;da?g.Pi% how 
repeatedly, might lye, lia,ve perished and ibeefi 
cut off in pur; sins, if God’s protecting hand 
had not beqn stretched , out to save us; ! We 
have all abundant reason to say, “ I will love 
the Lard my .strength/ for thou art my de- 
liverer aiidj defencc,.-;— We have all cause to 
exclaim, Praise the Lord, O my soul, and 
“ forget nqt all his benefits 

But when> from this consideration of the 
goodness of God, both to men; in general, and 
to ourselves, in the works, of nature and pro- 
vidence, we go on to contemplate it as mani- 
fested in the work of redemption, our love 
and thankfulness ought to rise, to the highest 
pitch. God so loved the world, that he 
“ gave his only-hegotten Son, that 'whosoever 
“ believeth, in him should not perish, but 
“ have everlasting life;’’ ^id does not this 
wopderfui im^apee oft fhe love and nnercy of 
God . richly deservo .fhe iwdtmest . returji of 
gcatitudo .fropiAUS,,!; Herein is love, not 
‘f . , that >ve lovad , fjtpdj,- . W^rt ,, hp j Ipyed us, 
/tand: for 

f pur sins» .‘Bpipveji, if, Gpdr^ loved us V’ we 

^ Paley. * ciii. 2# ® 1 Johniv. 10, 

' k ' ' 3 ' ^ 
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ought certainly to love him in return, as 
much as we possibly can, “ with all our heart, 
“ with all our soul, with all our mind, and 
“ with all our strength,” and to love one an- 
other for his sake. 

The principal means, how'ever, of obtaining 
■the love of God is prayer. The carnal mind, 
we are told, is enmity against God. The 
sinfulness and corruption of the nature of 
man indisposes him, and incapaeitates him 
for this divine principle. That natural in- 
capacity can only be removed by the Holy 
Spirit, of whose distinguishing fruits love is 
the first ’ ; and whose gracious office it is to 

shed” the love of God “ abroad in our 
" hearts His aid for this purpose is to be 
obtained by earnest prayer ; and certainly we 
shall pray for it, pray for it most earnestly, 
if we reflect, that wdthout it we shall be guilty 
of disobedience to “ the first and great com- 
“ mandment.” 

. No additional arguments can be requisite 
for quickening our endeavours and giving 
earnestness to our prayers, for obtaining this 
divine principle. Still it may not be unpro- 
fitable, in the last place, to add a few words 
on the advantages which accompany the love 

God. It is rewarded with' his favour and 
proteetiorii The Lord preserv^th all them 
*f that 'love himJ’ ! He Watch f;qvM; them 


‘ <3al>‘v^ i2. 


■ * RcmJivJ 5. 
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with fatherly care, iand pour down his bless^ 
ings upon them in an abundant measure. 
And when they are visited by outward ca- 
lamity and afiiiction, when poverty, or pain, 
or sorrow, becomes their portion, yet even 
these seeming evils will be rendered benefi- 
cial to them, for “all things work together 
for good to them that love God ‘ and “ to 
“ the godly there ariseth up light in the dark- 
“ ness,” tire light of comfort, and hope, and 
spiritual joy, in the darkness of distress and 
grief. But it is in the zoorld to come that the 
love of God w'ill be most plenteously rewarded. 
“ Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the 
“ things which God hath prepared for them 
“ that love him There, those who have 
loved him while on earth, will be admitted 
through Christ into his presence ; and will to 
all eternity be made happy with that fulness 
of joy, which results from communication with 
the great object of their reverential affections, 
with those unspeakable pleasures w'hich are at 
God’s right hand for eveumore. 

Let then the attainment of the love of God, 
the effectual keeping of this ftr$t and great 
commandment yho the object of our persever- 
ing endeavours^ and of our most earnest 
prayers : And may that gracious Being, who 
hath prepared) for . them* that Ikw© him, such 


' 1 28. 


* 1 Goi\ iii 9. 
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good things as pass man’s understanding, 
pour into our hearts such love towards Him, 
that we, loving Him above all things, may 
obtain his promises, which exceed all that 
we can deafrie^ tlMfbfagli'' Jisils' Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

r 

' Collect for .tbe Sunday after. Trinity. 



SERMON: XIV. 

WOKLDtY-lMlXBEDXESS, 


]\Iatt. vi. 24 , 

“ No man can serve two masters: for cither he will hate the 
one, and love the otlier ; or else he will hold to the one, 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
]\IavTimon.” • 

Few things are more opposite to the love of 
God, and more tend to check the progress of 
religion in the soul, than the love of the world. 
Against the love of the world, accordingly, 
we are anxiously and repeatedly cautioned 
both by our Lord himself, and by the first 
teachers of his religion, the holy apostles. 
" Love not the world,” says St. John, nei- 
" ther the things that are in the world. If 
" any man love the world,* the love of the 
Father is not in him V’ From what fol- 
lows in the following verse, “ for all that is 
" in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,” — it 


‘ 1 John ii» 15. 

K 5 
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seems that the apostle had ill vie>v those sins 
■which are occasioned by the love of sensual 
pleasure, the love of show and ostentation, 
and the love of money. Our Saviour, when 
he warns ns against worldly-raindedness, in 
the Sermon on the Mount, and in the striking 
-parable of the wedding supper, appears to 
have had particularly in his contemplation, 
not so much acknowledged sins, as an ex- 
cessive attachment to objects in themselves 
lawful, — such an attention to the business 
and cares of this life, as prevents us from 
paying due attention to the cares of the soul, 
and to the interests of the life to come. 
After oautioning his disciples against “ laying 
“ up for themselves treasures upon earth,” 
and exhorting them rather “ to lay up for 
“ themselves treasures in heaven,” and assign- 
ing the strongest reason for this advice, he 
goes on to say, in the words of the text, “ no 
“ man can serve two masters : for either he 
“ will hate the one, and love the other; or 
“ else he will hold to the one, and despise 
the other ; ye cannot serve God and 
" Mammon.” 

No man can serve two masters. To the 
truth of this maxim, when properly under- 
stood, you must without difficulty assent. To 
serve a master, is to obey the commands, to 
do the will, to perform the work of that mas^ 
ter: and in this sense no one can serve two 
different masters at. the same time. While 
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indeed t^eir are exactly tfce same, and 
they command precisely the same things, it 
is true, that in doing the will of one, he does 
the will of the other also; but even in this 
case, one master must in his affections and 
mind have the superiority over the other. 
And when once their commands are different 
from, or contrary to, each other ; when one 
master orders him to do one thing, and the 
other something else ; when one master woidd 
send him one way, and the other in the 
opposite direction ; he then cannot possibly 
obey both, but must show which is really his 
master, w'hich it is whose authority he really 
acknowledges; he will then be for®d “to 
“ hold to the one, and despise the other to 
act as if he loved one and hated the other. 

Having laid down the general rule, or 
maxim, that no man can serve two masters, 
our Saviour goes on to apply it to a par- 
ticular instance ; “ ye cannot serve God and 
“ Mammon.” Mammon is a word of the 
Syriac language — the language of the coun- 
try bordering on Judea — it properly signifies 
riches, and also the idol, whom the heathens 
of that country worshipped as the god of 
riches. In the passage before us, however, 
it means not simply riches, but every thing 
roorlMy, even what are considered (and in a: 
certain ’ sense jmtly considered) as the ne- 
cessaries of life. This appears from wh^ 
follows int’ lJie' very next verse, and again 

k6 
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l^en'^filacfe'/ovH'riiordirsaySjtf^'TlreirefoEh'.takEl 
fritKH tholiglilt^ saysia^jiWbaftr shaii> wb'i'Statil' 
‘^.ori iWhat slihlioweodritilh WheiriwithfeA 
Mffehalti.wo 'to ■ oklhed ?;(.(fbr; hftec 1^1 ) these 
*V, things do the; Geiitiil«a^£eDk;)i^B'ntj‘^«!oki.yie 
.first the ifcingdom b£jGod {ihdr.hisirightebua- 
^^iness.h;’ >•(••.• ■ ^ .ii: ' .‘i '/ ;-)h 

: The truthvtheii,;. which omri Savkhir asserts 
in these Ayords^ the> maxirii; whilch 'he: Jays 
down, is, that we cannot. he the servants' of 
God . and .of the world at the same time, we 
cannot acknowledge 'and obey, rthe -authority 
of both at once. In. many, instances, indeed, 
the. seijjfcice of both may be apparently con- 
sistent. We .may serve God; faithfully^ i and 
attend, notwithstanding, in proper degrete/ito 
the business and cares of this ;li£e. And; /so, 
on the other hand; a man, who is devoted to 
the, world, may, notwithstanding, in many in-t- 
stances attend to the outward service of God. 
Buticases and' occasions will arise, in. which 
their service , will : ; interfere; and ■ i clash ; ; . in 
wlideh/;God eoimnaods .one' thing; and.' the 
world) irequires: another ;ii; in .'iwhich, ;if one is, 
obeyed; .tl^q] .otliefi rndst.- bh. rdisKabeyedn ■, liitfiscr 
itt 'iiappear&v whioh// isn i:eall^ masteib who^j 
$CKViat)t[i8i'matniiBealfy>i^ fiin>''ihiar//serKdiit 3 ye, 
iaire>”isaysjtheiapa>stleilff tojiwbemjyre/ ofahyiM; 
vgAl^friienda^jfwidDifite oouMiaHlrijuBxbran^hii 
ni JfiMtriJnioqxp; xia /i ".fiirnjJu yii: il'jiilw 
trio'flMatti vk)33j^c80jj8fti’g bus xn6lBii)ni.'jidl)lsIoiii 



seiiorisly .toTqfeflectibfl' jaraJi Ihsiiwstlyi 

toii;askf(»tosnfii'bWar,'pcai^cioiices;owb«il]ei![o1»iy 
$iiiiceTe]y (blwii^ thei /4iui;k<Dirit^ ^ 

AMiigbfcy/i that dfiitbe worldiifl whietSieri'wfe 
servai Gbd or iManutioh £ . i OLbt ust iexamuie' ithb 
genenaV tnrn of our flaanlights^ and the i^hefal 
condateti of- but . (lives, - ahd . cot^idetr ' hbw f iwe 
act, when the service of the world and- the 
service of God Interfere: with ekila Other and 
we ; shall, >. (through the divin e assistance,' be 
able (to form a judgment in this . maitter. 
The inquiry is of the ver 5 r last importaiice. 
We all pi'etend to be the servants of God ; 
we all acknowledge, that: it is our daty to 
serve Mm truly all the daysr of out 1^, and 
we - perhaps .flatter ourselves that tve do so. 
Bat let- us not : deceive ourselves. When thfe 
service of God requires one thing, s and the 
service of the world another, which ;of the two 
do, we attend to 2 which of the two is it' that is 
obliged to give way.. 2 ■ ■ i i ; 

My meaning. laiay perhaps- -be. made, clear, 
by mentibningaorae particular-' instances, (i - - 
:i Few- (things, have- tended icore to jtreseirve 
a :seuse bf lieligion amon^(;mBn,jthqn> the' in- 
stitu'tioni '. of ^the i : Sabbath j i : The > ap jibiAttpeiit 
ofe'oh® day.^ini seVen, iui wibibh-/ tbttir • |fi(rin(ft 
are ealled-jtiwaiy! fronii idieULusualimccfophtifOits/ 
andythh) cafesim bhib iife^la«4iitivited(«erioasIy 
tb !#xritfae^sdbvdd.uon othakb/.'^^ uabe^i' things 
“ which are eternal,” is an appointment in 
which ithe wktdom and gaadQ£$su)& bitbt^firom 



whom it proceeds are both manifested. It is 
notorious, that this sacred day is' in many 
places sadly profaned ; and it is equally plain, 
that much of this profanation proceeds from 
a disposition to serve and obey the world, 
rather than the God of heaven. One instance 
of the profanation of the Lord’s day arising 
from such disposition, is, the custom which 
some persons fall into, of purchasing on the 
Sunday morning, whatever necessaries may 
be required for the consumption of the week. 
This practice is not only a profanation of the 
Lord’s day, — that day which both the laws of 
God and the laws of the land command us to 
keep iBly , — but too often has a tendency to 
prevent both the buyer and the seller from 
joining in public worship. And why do they 
thus fly in the face of the laws both of God 
and man ? simply because Mammon is their 
master ; because they think that their worldly 
interest in some way requires it. The buyer 
will not spare for this purpose a quarter of 
an hour on any one of the “six days on 
“ which men ought to work;” and the seller 
fears, that if he refuses to sell on the Lord’s 
day he shall offend a customer. His profits, 
- he thinks, will be a trifle less ; and that, in his 
eyes, is of more consequence than the service 
of his Maker. Now can such a person for a 
moment flatter himself, that he is the servant 
of God? He cannot help confessing, that 
Mammon, that the worU, is his real master. 
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He cannpt help acknowledging, that he haln- 
tually sacrifices the welfare of his soul, to the 
subsistence of the body. 

When the practice just mentioned is occa- 
sioned by the payment of weekly wages on 
the Sunday morning, he by whom they axe 
thus unduly paid clearly partakes in the 
guilt. Nearly the same may be said of those 
tradesmen, who prevent themselves from at- 
tending to the public service of God, by car- 
rying out goods, — articles of clothing, for 
instance, — on the Sunday morning. 

It is too from this undue attention to the 
service of the world, that very many habitu- 
ally absent themselves from the Lord’s sup- 
per. They know, and acknowledge, that all 
Christians of mature years ought to partake 
of this sacred ordinance ; but they know also, 
that they ought not to partake of it, without 
some preparation ; and for such preparation, 
the world, whose servants they are, will never 
allow them time. As the men in the parable 
of the wedding supper excused themselves 
from coming, on account of their worldly 
business, and went " one to his farm, another 
" to his merchandize so ,do too many still 
neglect every branch, of the service, and of 
the worship of God, for the sake of some 
worldly occupation ; for the sake, perhaps, of 


* Matt. xxii. 5, Luke siv, 16« 
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obtaining i. pome trifling igain* .pfriadvauicwig 
some paltry interest. iiiiij 'yi 

Po; riot trtisnnderstanfl.mei iriy ifiriends.. { I 
am> , iby no means exhorting i yoni • to aseglect 
your ’ worldly ; business. , I am,;n)ii)t’ ririCouragT. 
ing you to.be I well iknow, .'that.it is! 

your duty to be diljgent. .:arid? 4 ndufitriio'us: ua 
that state of (life, in, whioh il^e providenee of 
God has placed you. I well know* that, it , ia 
the direction; of the apostles, “ that with quiet* 
“(Bess” (.men, should " work,,. and eat their 
own bread V’ — their orm ; 6rearf,-?Trbread proK 
cured by their own exertions, by thq . toil .and: 
labour of their owa hands. .Neither am I 
exhorting you to neglect : the care of your 
families. , The word of God requires you .to 
take can© fofj tliem ito the utmost of your 
power ; and tells you, that..'*' if, any proiwido 
** not for his own, and especially for those! of 
“ his own hon8e^ lAis oim fnrmlyi “ he hath 
“ denied thef 3 faith* i and/ ; is* wqrse 1 .than . an , in- , 
“rfldeh” What./I; wishoifc<tio)press:upon,yy,ou 
is*, 4 hat,l^ou/ seek; “ the /kingdom of God 
“ I hnd hisi f rightebusnessT < 1 ia 1 thei jfirst i place “ ; ... 
that ^du i#ftust(i ridt/§0/;kbourl ’:fqynthe, ‘^imeiati 
“4hat)!paHshethi7oas,'jt(0/ neglect >V ithfti lUieat . 

.if hioh ' . tsridiweth ,■ j iUhto \ . life.'.oyarlastihg! fi 
thalbivyou itouiiist- hot /,■ be! 1 5 o carefulnabibot' 


^ 2 Thess. iii. 1. 


* 1 Tim. V. 8. 

t jQ]9a;l^ai27. 




w0fldJijr negTiit* tbfe’om'i'thidg 
needful*. .> r(M;ri; von .- 

>' Yoii"in«^t,' I' ani'!slitieyfc»*»4ttsible,*tthat 'ill 
•vv5io' «tt!ffer ; the' husinessjidf thie adiifsemeintsi 
or the mistaken ' oouHesies’ 'of ■ f he) i World -to - 
interfei'ei ’with the duty which they owe to 
their Maker ; still more those who make use* 
of' any unfau* means -of kicreasing their 
wealth, who are guilty of any kind of fraud 
and i dishonesty, are all chargeable • with the; 
sin and folly of obeying the authority of 
Mammon, rather than the authority of the 
living God. 

And now, my friends, to which class do we 
really belong? Which of the two shall we 
choose for our Master^God ? — or the world ? 
— Our Saviour tells you, that you must choose 
between them ; that you cannot serve them* 
both. 

When a man is about to engage in a ser- 
vice, one of the principal things that are apt 
to occupy his thoughts, is the leages which 
he is likely to receive. From the worid you 
know what • treatment you have' met with 
hitherto ; and the wages, which you will re*- 
cetve fronfi it when your time ' cw aervide iis 
ex^iredyis; J' The. wbiM,” in' ihe 

sCt^urali/feetise of the word, in wioki^ 

" edness^” and they who have lived and died 
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its servants, will at the last day be “ condemn- 
** ed with the world 

On the other hand, God invites you to his 
service, and proffers the noblest rewards, 
wages of inestimable value. Indeed, on the 
plea of gratiUide, you ought to devote your- 
■selves entirely to him. It is from him that 
you received your being; it is he that pre- 
serves the life that he gave you; it is he 
that supplieth you with food and raiment, 
and giveth you richly all things to enjoy. 
From the work of his own hands, from the 
creature of his providential care, he surely 
has a right to expect unwearied and zealous 
obedience. Still more, however, than that; 
when we were exposed to eternal death, he 
rescued us from the ruin which awaited us> 
by giving his only Son to die for our sakes. 
Being thus bought with a price, no less a 
price than the blood of the eternal Son of 
God, we clearly are not our own *, are not at 
liberty to give our service to w'hat we please, 
— to the flesh, or to the world, — but by every 
tie of common justice and common gratitude, 
are bound to devote it to him, who has so 
dearly purdhased* it. We are bound to do 
this also by the motives of common pru- 
dence, by regard for our own interest ; fot 
the tpag'esi which God holds forth to bis feiith-i 


‘ 1 Cqi:..xi, ^2. 


* 1 Cor, vi, 19,^0. 



Worldly’mindedne^. 211 

ful and true servants, are great and valuable 
beyond description. They consist of happi- 
ness eternal and unchangeable in heaven, — 
of “ an exceeding weight of glory, that fadeth 
" not away.” 

“ Choose you,” then, my friends, “ this day, 
" whom ye will serve',” whether God or 
Mammon. I must again remind you, that 
our Lord assures you, that you cannot be the 
servants of them both at the same time ; — 
you cannot acknowledge the auihoritij of 
both ; — one must have superiority over the 
other in your hearts. You must not “ halt 
"between two opinions*” and at one time 
consider God as your Lord, and at another 
take the world as your master; — but must 
resolve to give yourselves up either to one or 
to the other. Let us pray fervently for the 
aid of God’s good Spirit, that we may be di- 
rected and enabled to make the only wise 
choice. You must all, I trust, be ready to 
exclaim, " The Lord he is the God, the Lord 

he is the God"!” — or, like the Jews in the 
book of Joshua, " The Lord our God will we 
" serve, and his voice will we obey *.” 

If we make this choice in truth and good 
earnest, and sincerely endeavour by God’s 
grace to adhere to it; wo may at length, 
through the merits of the Redeemer, hope 


^ Joshua xxiv. 15. ^1 Kings xviii. 21. 

* 1 Kings xviii. 39. Joshua xxiv. 24. 
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** to hear the encouraging voice, " Well done, 
" good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord * — to receive the gra- 
cious invitation,^ " /Gonii ye’ -blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
“ you from the foundation of the world 

THE PRAYER. 

Gracious Lord, mercifully grant us grace to withstand 
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and 
with pure hearts and minds to follow thee, the only God> 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

‘ Matt. XXV. 31. ^ Matt, xxv, 34-. 



SERMON XV: 


CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD, 


Rom» J3. 

Be not conformed to this world/’: 


In the journey, which we all profess to be 
travelling, towards the heavenly Jerusalem, 
we are on every side surrounded by tempta- 
tions. Of those temptations, one of the most 
powerful, and most dangerous, is that which 
arises from our proneness to fall in with the 
customs and maxims of this rcorld, of those 
whom we see around us, and with many of 
whom we arc connected by the ties of social 
intercourse. In proportion to the prevalence 
of this temptation is the earnestness of Scrip- 
ture in warning us against it. Both the old 
and the New Testament abound in passages’ 
bidding us beware of the dangers which 
await us from this quarter; and the first 
teachers of Christianity in particular repeat- 
edly admonish us, not to be conformed to this 
world. To this subject, therefore, I now 
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wish to draw your attention ; and in doing 
this shall. First, make some remarks on the 
nature of the danger to which I allude : I 
shall. Secondly, point out some of the evil 
consequences of giving way to this tempta- 
tion ; and shall conclude with an exhortation 
to a vigorous resistance to it. 

In our earliest years we necessarily acquire 
the habit of imitating what we see done by 
others ; and this habit gains strength as we 
advance in age, until it becomes almost a se- 
cond nature. 

We willingly think, that what is generally 
practised, what is usual with all around us, 
what is done by the world, must be right, or 
at least not greatly wrong ; and easily allow 
ourselves to fall in with the stream. To set 
up our opinions and practice against theirs, 
we choose to consider as a degree of pre- 
sumption, and cannot bear the imputation of 
being singular, and unlike the rest of man- 
kind. Those, among whom we live, of course 
wish to strengthen and encourage these im- 
pressions. They wish to have all others like 
themselves, to increase the numbers of their 
party, and regard any one who does not 
conform to their maxims and habits of life, 
as throwing a sort of blame upon them. 
Thus doing,” say they, “ thou reproachest 
us.” Consequently, they habitually endea- 
your to keep all they can in their ranks ; and 
if they see any one* professing principles, or 
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adopting* a line of conduct, superior to those 
of the times, they assail him with ridicule or 
with censure, and upbraid him for being sin- 
gular. These temptations to conformity with 
the xoorld are strengthened by the support 
which they derive from the insinuations of 
the great enemy of our souls, and by that 
which they find in our own native corrup- 
tions. The power of these temptations, 
shows itself in the conduct and language 
W'hich are commonly maintained. A large 
proportion of the sins both of omission and 
commission, both of leaving undone what rve 
ought to do, and doing what we ought not to 
do, are occasioned by conformity to the 
world. The practice of the generality fur- 
nishes, at once, a great part both of the 
temptation and of the excuse. Multitudes, 
both old and young, if asked why they persist 
in some bad practice, or the neglect of some 
known duty, notwithstanding the injunctions 
of the divine law, will answer, that they 
merely do as others do. Why, for instance, 
are so many guilty of the foolish but dread- 
ful vice of cursing and swearing — a vice 
which they know exposes ’ them to God’s 
wrath, and at the same time is unattended 
with either pleasure or advantage? They 
have no reason to give but custom. Why do 
men, who have really no taste themselves for 
the shameful sin of drunkenness, often suffer 
themselves to be guilty 'of it? from con- 
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formity to the world ; from compliaftce, weak 
compliance, with the wishes and example of 
their company 1 Why do so many pursue a 
thoughtless careless life, with no appearance 
of that fear of God, that religious watchful- 
ness, which they ought habitually to main- 
“tain ? Because this is the mode of living 
adopted by the generality of those around 
them, ^^"hy do so many — of the young es- 
pecially ~ live in the wilful neglect of the 
Lord’s supper ? from falling in with the prac- 
tice of the majority. Young persons, who 
have been confirmed, acknowledge their obli- 
gation to comply with the precepts of Scrip- 
ture ; they know that the Lord’s supper is 
generally necessary to .salvation; they know 
that Jesus Christ hath commanded them to 
receive it, and that be gave the command in 
the same night in which he was betrayed, 
when he was just going to die for their sakes. 
They know all this, and yet act contrary to 
it all. And why ? they have no reason to 
give for their neglect, except, that most 
young persons neglect it as they do. Con- 
formity to the example of numbers w'eighs 
more wdth them than the laws of God. 

In short, in all ranks and stations in life, 
conformity to the world, or fashion as it is 
called, furnishes the most usual rule and 
guide of conduct. 

Powerful, however, as are the temptations 
to such compliandB with the maxims and 



custom^ ^VPHPd HP,, ijl^ giffa% i>eho,vps 

,^s WPJSt, i$e . pipt cpvtforiifl^ [to. this 

“ ^posii]£?;in thp.tp^ct,. , Hojv- 

eye,r,i?iw^ hy, hal^it a»i4i ioplination,. and. by the 
ioyp pt /ej^e/, ycji^ piay b^ .disposed to , fall in 
wit^ the gon.etaJli praptic? and prevailing opi- 
liiopp of, the xyoriqi . yet be .careful that you ,d6 
liot comply with th^u), .except so far as you 
are \v,arrante)d in doing by ,tl;ie revealed will 
ofGod. , , 

The danger of such conformity or compli- 
ance may ,be inferred, from the description, of 
the world given in the Scriptures, and from 
pur own observation and experience. The 
representation given in the oracles of truth 
of the general state of the w'orld is most un- 
favourable. In the beginning of things, it is 
true, every creature of God was good, and 
man Avas made innocent and upright. Very 
soon, however, we find, that “ through envy 
"of the devil'” sin entered into the world, 
and in a short .time increased and spread so 
rapidly, that .we read that " God saw that the 
" wickedness of man was great in the eaith, 
“ and that every imagination of the thoughts 
“ of his, heart was only, evif continuallyV’ In 
the time of ,Npah,, we .^nd jtliat. the world -waS 
^0 generally, porrupt,., .di^t , (plod wap, induced 
tq , destroy if the, wafers of tlie, ;$ood. . In 
that state, St. Peter empbaticglly calls it the 

* ^|s4oi|«.ii. i,i . 'qten.fvvi^. 
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“ world of the ungodly*.” Again, from the 
records of inspiration, we find how soon after 
the flood, notwithstanding that awful visita- 
tion, the world was again overspread with 
ignorance of God, idolatry, and wickedness, 
which seem to have generally prevailed at the 
time of the calling of Abi'aham. When God 
separated to himself a peculiar people, and 
made them the depositary of his law and his 
worship, it would have seemed probable that 
they at least would have kept themselves 
pure, and separate from sinners. Their his- 
tory, however, is little else than a history of 
their repeated rebellions and defections to 
idolatry, and of the punishments which, in 
consequence, were inflicted on them. There 
was but too much cause for the pathetic lamen- 
tations of the Divine Psalmist ; “ Help me, 
“ Lord,” says he, “ for there is not one godly 
‘‘ man left ; for the faithful are rainished from 
“ among the children of men®.” And again, 
“ God looked down from heaven upon the 
“ children of men : to see if there were any 
“ that would understand and seek after God.” 
And what is the result of this examination or 
scrutiny ? “ They are all gone out of the 

way, they are altogether become abomi- 
" nable : there is also none that doeth good, 
" no not one ®.” 

In this depraved state did the world con- 


* 2 Pet. ii. 5 . 


PsSlm xii. 1. 


’ Ps. liii. 8, 4. 
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tinue until the coming of our blessed Lord 
But you will ask, did the pure precepts whicl 
he gave, and the holy example which he set — 
did the teaching and the exemplary lives of his 
apostles produce no alteration, no change for 
the better? We acknowledge, and ac&iow- 
ledge with heartfelt gratitude, that they did. 
In proportion as the religion of Christ, as the 
Gospel of peace, extended itself, the wicked- 
ness of mankind was diminished, and righteous- 
ness and holiness increased. 

Isaiah had foretold, that the blessed effects 
of the coming of Christ would be, that the 
“ wolf shall dwell with the- lamb, and the 
“leopard lie down with the kid; and the 
“ calf, and the young lion, and the fatling to- 
“ gether ' that is, that the angry and violent 
passions of men should be subdued into gentle- 
ness and meekness. And in very many instances 
these effects have been produced. Peace and 
happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety, 
have more and more flourished, and the 
general tone of morals and sentiment have 
been raised and improved, even among 
many who have not embraced the faith of 
Christ. 

All this we thankfully acknowledge; but 
when from this brighter side of the picture 
we turn to that which is less favourable, we 
still find much to deplore ; we still find that 
iniquity abounds, that corruption too gene- 

’ Isaiah xi.* 6. 

1,2 
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rally prevails. The chronicles of the times, 
both in this and other countries, are filled 
with records of the crimes and the follies of 
men. And if we look around us as far as our 
own observation will extend, how much do 
w’e see of what is wrong, and how little com- 
jparatively of what is right! It is, no doubt, 
unpleasant to think ill of any, and a readiness 
to find fault is justly regarded as unamiable ; 
but, after making all possible allowance, and 
taking every thing in the most favourable 
point of view, we cannot help perceiving, that 
the xoorld, the generality of mankind, is still not 
effectually influenced by religious principles. 
For how many of those around us appear to 
be utterly regardless of religion and its sanc- 
tions! how many are addicted to swearing, 
or drunkenness, or dishonesty ! how many 
are the backbiters, and the railers, and the 
despiteful ! how many live in. the neglect of 
God’s public worship, and how many of those 
who outwardly are present, appear to be un- 
influenced by any feelings of devotion ! W e 
still, I fear, must confess, that the world, in 
the scriptural sense of the word, lieth in 
wickedness ; thalf the way trod by the many 
is the broad and easy way that leadeth to de- 
struction; that they who live as the world 
lives, will perish with the worjd. Therefore 
it is that the apostle says, “ Come out from 
" among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
** Lord, and touch ’ not the unclean thing 
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and again, in the language of the text, “ Be 
“ not conformed to the world.” 

Let me, therefore, exhort and entreat you, 
my friends, to beware of shaping your opi- 
nions and practice by the opinions and prac- 
tice of the world, and taking them as your 
only, or your chief rule of conduct. Do not 
flatter yourselves and stifle your convictions 
by saying, that you do but as others do ; that 
you are not zoorse than your neighbours ; that 
you live as the rest of the world lives. If 
there is any truth in the text which I have 
last referred to, that very cii'cumstance ought 
to alaim you. If you live as the world lives, 
you are in danger of perishing with the 
world ; if you walk in the same path with 
the many, you have reason to fear that you 
are travelling in the road that leadeth to de- 
struction. Remember, that you are cautioned 
not to follow a multitude to do evil. Be as- 
sured that numbers tvill not screen you froir 
the penalty of your disobedience ; be assurec 
that “ though hand join in hand, the wicked 
“ shall not be unpunished.” Instead of form- 
ing your conduct by the maxims and customs 
of the world, you must form them by the will 
of God, as revealed in the Scriptures. “ Tc 
“ the law and to the testimony” you must have 
recourse for your direction. You shoulc. 
adopt the avowal and the resolution of the 
Psalmist, “ Thy word is a lantern unto my 
“ feet, and a light unto my paths ; I have 

T. 3 
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sworn, and am stedfastly purposed to keep 
" thy righteous judgments'.” We engaged 
as much when at the baptismal font we en- 
gaged to keep God’s holy will and command- 
ments ; let us be stedfastly purposed to ad- 
here to that engagement, and pray for Divine 
^*ace and strength to enable us to adhere to 
it. When our duty is clearly pointed out to 
us in God’s word, we must resolve to keep to 
it, although every one else should act differ- 
ently ; and must never be so weak as to suf- 
fer the example of numbers, or what is called 
fashion, to lead us astray. When the cus- 
toms of the world are lawful and innocent, 
we not only may, but ought to comply with 
them ; I am far from recommending, I would 
rather caution you against, an unnecessary 
and affected singularity. St. Paul, in things 
indifferent, became all things to all men ; and 
in similar cases we should do the same. In 
things indifferent, compliance with other men 
is praise-worthy. But we must take heed 
that compliance with others do not lead us 
one step farther than is warranted by the 
word of God. In all matters of duty, we 
must, if so required, dare to be singular, to 
•whatever blame or whatever ridicule our sin- 
gularity may expose us. We seldom, blessed 
be God, shall be left really alone in our reso- 
lute opposition to sin ; we seldom shall be 


* Ps. cjfix. 105, 106 . 
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left without the countenance and support of 
men equally prepared to adhere to their duty ; 
and we trust that the numbers of such are 
still increasing. But if it were otherwise, 
still we must not be frightened from what we 
know to be right. Noah stood alone when 
ho was a doer and preacher of righteousness 
in the world of the ungodly : the holy pro- 
phets of God had the generality against them, 
so that Elijah exclaimed, though erroneously, 
I, even I only, am left ; and they seek my 
“life to take it away';” the Lord Jesus was 
left alojie amidst his enemies ; and his holy 
apostles were engaged in a continual warfare 
against the generality of the world. We must 
expect that the men of the world will wish to 
make us resemble themselves, and that they 
will dislike us if we refuse. Thus, in the 
Book of Wisdom, the sinners are repi’esented 
as saying of the righteous, “ lie is not for our 
“ turn, and he is clean contrary to our doings ; 
“ he upbraideth us with our offending the 
“ law, and objecteth to our infamy the trans- 
“ gressings of our education And again, 
“ He was made to reprove our thoughts ; he 
“ is grievous to us even to behold, for his life 
“ is not like other men’s ; his ways are o? 

another fashion’.” The designing and the 
unthinking will unite, in endeavouring to 

* 1 Kings xix. 10. ^ Wisdom ii. 12. ’ Wisdom ii. 14, 15, 
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deter us from our religious singularity, both 
by expressions of blame, and by laughter and 
contempt. But we must not be so weak and 
so cowardly as to be influenced by either. 
“ Fear ye not the reproach of men,” says the 
prophet, “ neither be ye afraid of their re- 
“ vilings’.” The solemn warning too of our 
Divine Master should never be forgotten by 
us. " Whosoever shall confess me before 
“ men whoever, from a sense of duty and 
obedience to Christ, exposes himself to perse- 
cution, or contempt, or ridicule ; “ him will I 
“ confess also before my Father which is in 
“ heaven V’ And, on the other hand, “ Whoso- 
“ ever shall be ashamed of me, and of my 
“ words in this adulterous and sinful genera- 
“ tion ; of him also shall the Son of Man be 
“ ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of 
" his Father with the holy angels ’.” Let us, 
my friends, never be guilty of such weak and 
unmanly cowardice. The approbation of our 
own conscience is of far more consequence to 
us than the opinion of the world ; and the ap- 
probation of the Lord Almighty is of infinitely 
more value than any thing else. Our con- 
nexion with this ‘world can last but a very 
kittle while, and it is not, it cannot be, very 
material whether, during that connexion, it 
gives us its smiles or its frowns. “ This I 


* Isaiah li. 7. 


’ Matt. X. 32. 


Mark viii. 38. 
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Conformity to the world. 

“ say,” brethren, “ the time is short — for the 
“ fashion of this world passeth away',” Or, 
as it is said by St. John, “ The world passeth 
“ away, and the lust thereof ; but he that doeth 
“ the will of God abideth for everV’ Let it 
be our care, my friends, thus to do the will of 
God, regardless alike of the world’s frowns', 
and of the world’s .'ipplause. And let us pray 
fervently to God, that he would so strengthen 
us with might by his Spirit in the inner man® ; 
that he would so “ stablish, strengthen, settle 
“ us’ that we may never follow a multitude 
to do evil ; that we may never be so conformed 
to this world, as to partake of its vices, and 
share in its condemnation. 

* 1 Cor. vii. 29 — 31. ® 1 John ii. 17. 

“ Eph. iii. 16. ’ 1 Pet. v. 10. 
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RESIGNATION. 


1 Sam. iii. 18. 

“ It is the Lord : let him do what secmeth him good.” 

When any one holds a high place in our 
esteem and affection, we are naturally dis- 
posed to comply with rdl his wishes, even 
when such compliance would otherwise be 
irksome to us ; and thus one of the happy 
effects of the prevalence of the love of God in 
the heart, will be a cheerful submission to his 
will. 

We are taught to regard this life as a state 
of trial ; a state of moral discipline, designed 
to prepare us for another world; a state in 
which God often sees fit to humble us and 
to prove us, to show what is in our heart, 
.whether we would keep his commandments 
or no’. 

It seems essential to a state of trial, that it 


’ Deut. viii. 2. 
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should be exposed to difficulties and dis- 
tresses. Accordingly, from the cradle to the 
grave, the life of man is liable to a variety 
of sufferings. We often have to encounter 
pains of body, and grief of mind : pains of 
body arising from sickness and hurts, from 
cold and hunger ; and grief and vexation of 
mind proceeding from ten thousand causes, 
from failure in our undertakings, from losses 
of property, from injiu'ies to our good name, 
from the perverseness of those under our 
care, from the unkindness of pretended 
friends, from the malice of enemies, and the 
removal by death of those who are dear to us 
as our own soul. All these, and the many 
like afflictions, not only occasion pain when 
they actually come upon us, but the dread 
and apprehension of them when at a distance, 
when, indeed, they may never happen at all — 
often serves to fill the soul with anxiety, and to 
embitter all its enjoyments. So many, indeed, 
are the sources of uneasiness, that it was not 
without cause that the friend of Job asserts, 
“ Man is born unto trouble as the sparks fly 
“ upward’.” 

And in what manner arp these varied evils 
to be endured? The disposition of man, 
when uninfluenced by religion, is, to be fret- 
ful and impatient under them, to murmur 
and repine, to complain of fortune or of fate. 


‘ Jobv^7. 

L 6 



228 Resignation. 

or by whatever name he may designate the 
author of his sufferings. But is it so with 
the Christian ? lie is accustomed, in all cir- 
cumstances, to look up to an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence. He is accustomed to think, that 
“ affliction cometh not forth of the dust, nei- 
“ ther doth trouble spring out of the ground' 
that it is not the result of blind chance or for- 
tune, but that it happens with the knowledge 
and by the permission of a gracious Governor 
of the world. Our blessed Lord, when ex- 
horting his followers to place their trust in 
God for protection, and for the supply of their 
wants, assures them, that a sparrow doth not 
fall on the ground w’ithout our Father ; that 
even the hairs of our head are all numbered*. 
This belief in a controlling Providence, the 
persuasion that all things happen according 
to the will of an all-powerful, all-wise, and 
good Being, will naturally produce a habit of 
patient submission under all circumstances, 
however calamitous. If God is allpowerful, 
his will must inevitably be accomplished, 
notwithstanding any opposition that may be 
made, or any rebellious murmuring. What- 
soever the Lord pleaseth, that doeth he in 
Jieaven and in earth’ : and “ who hath re- 
sisted,” — who can resist “ his will*?” A 
sullen submission, however, because we cannot 


■ Job V. 6. 

® Ps. CXXXV. 6. 


* Matt. X. 29, SO. 

* liom. ix. 19. 
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do otherwise, because we cannot help it, is 
not the submission of a Christian, The com- 
mon sense of a heathen, or even of one who 
believes in no Supreme Being at all, will tell 
him,*that evils which cannot be either avoided 
or removed, must be borne ; and that the more 
patiently they are endured, the less painful 
will they be found. The Christian, however, 
believes and is persuaded, not only that God 
is all-powerful, but that he is also all-wise, 
and all-good; that if he is “ mighty in strength,” 
he is mighty also in “ wisdom ' and that 
not only he doeth whatever pleaseth him, but 
that whatever he pleaseth to do is fittest and 
best to be done : not only hath tlie Lord cre- 
ated all things in wisdom, but with infinite 
wisdom does he direct and govern them. 
The reasons of his dispensations we cannot 
always understand : but if we submit to them 
with humble resignation, and_“ through faith 
“ and patience inherit the promises V’ we 
shalr in a better state perceive the reasona- 
blen^s and the wisdom of them. “ What I do 
“ thou knowest not now ; but thou shalt 
“ know hereafter*.” Though we cannot at all 
times understand them, yot we may be as- 
sured that they are regulated not only by 
wisdom, but by goodness ; that God wills the 
happiness of his creatures ; that he is good 
“ unto every man, and his mercy is over all 


^ Job xxxvi. 5. 


* Heb. vi. 12, 


® John xiii. 7. 
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“ his works’.” Though now “ clouds and 
“ darkness are round about him,” though the 
reasons of what he does are wrapped in ob- 
scurity, yet we may be sure that they are 
guided by justice, “ that righteousness and 
“judgment are the habitation of his seatV’ 
Many tokens and instances of goodness have 
been confeiTed upon us by God ; and “ shall 
“ we receive good at the hand of God, and 
“ shall we not receive eviF ?” If we are now 
deprived of any blessing by him, by whom 
that blessing was bestowed, the language of 
our hearts should be, “ The Lord gave, and 
“ the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the 
“ name of the Lord\” We cannot suppose 
that a merciful and gracious Being can take 
pleasure in the sufferings of his ci'eatures. The 
Lord “ doth not afflict Avillingly, nor grieve 
“ the children of men*” for his own pleasure; 
but “ chastens us for our profit,” for our ad- 
vantage. 

Reflection on the nature of this benefit, on 
the moral uses of affliction, will furnish a 
strong additional argument for quiet and 
cheerful resignation. One of the uses of 
affliction is, the , tendency which it has to 
..wean our affections from the things of this 
world. Too great attachment to earthly ob- 
jects, is the cause of much of the wickedness 


^ Ps. cxlv. 9. 
^ Job i. 12. 


^ Ps. xcvii. 2. 
^ Lam. iii. 


® Job ii. 10. 
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and of much of the misery, which prevails 
among men. Most kinds of affliction tend 
powerfully to lessen their influence, and to 
make us thoroughly and deeply sensible of 
their uncertain and unsatisfying nature. 
This, to a greater or less degree, is the effect 
of bodily pain and disease, of loss of pro‘ 
perty, of loss of reputation, and, above all, of 
separation by death from those we love. 

Another great moral use of affliction is, its 
efficacy, in bringing us to repentance, and 
to serious reflection upon our spiritual con- 
dition. When the world smiles upon us, and 
all things go on well and prosperously, we 
are too apt to grow careless and I’emiss in our 
Christian warfare, in our contest against the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. We are too 
apt to fall, in some measiu-e, into the sin of 
the Isi'aelites, who, when in prosperous cir- 
cumstances, “ forgat God their Saviour, who 
“ had done so great things'” for them. But 
affliction leads us to reflect seriously upon 
ourselves and on our past conduct ; and to 
consider what there is in it that is displeasing 
to the Almighty, and requires correction. It 
inclines each of us humbly to say, Shew me 
** wherefore thou contendest with me V’ to 
search and try our ways, and turn again to 
the Lord When brought to a sense of 
our sinfulness, instead of complaining of what 

‘ Ps. cvi. 21. ’ Job X. g. * Lam. iii. 40. 
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we suffer, we shall feel thankful that our 
sufferings are not still more severe. We shall 
be disposed to say, “ hy doth a living man 
“ complain, a man for the punishment of his 
“ sins * T Reformation and amendment of 
life was the effect which affliction produced 
tipon the Psalmist. “ Before I was troubled 
“ I went wrong ; but now have I kept thy 
“ word and again, “ It is good for me that 
I have been in trouble, that I may learn 
“ thy statutes When suffering produces 
these salutary consequences, when it is the 
means of bringing us to genuine repentance 
and amendment of life, it is to be looked upon 
as a real blessing. If we are chastened and 
corrected, “ that we should not be given over 
" unto death ; that we should not be con- 
demned with the world’;” it is certainly a 
strong instance of the love and goodness of 
God, and consequently a strong argument, 
not for sullen acquiescence, but for cheerful 
and thankful resignation. It is, in a religious 
point of view, alarming to be “ without chas- 
“ tisement, whereof all are partakers it is 
dangerous to have our portion in this life. If, 
on the other hand, we “ endure chastening, 
“ God dealeth with us as with sons.” We 
have then cause to say, “ Happy is the man 
“ whom God correcteth “ Messed is the 


’ Lam. iii. 39. 

’ 1 Cor. xi. 32. 


“ Ps. cxix. 67. 71. 
* Job V. 17. 
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" man whom thou chasteneth, O Lord S and 
" teachest him in thy law who by chasten- 
ing is brought to the knowledge and practice 
of religion. 

Instances of humble and pious submission 
to the divine will abound in many parts of 
the sacred Scriptures. Job, when his cala- 
mities first came upon him, was a noble ex- 
ample of resignation ; and is held forth to us 
as such in the New Testament ; “ ye have 
“ heard of the patience of Job^” When mes- 
senger after messenger arrived with disas- 
trous tidings, first, of the total loss of all his 
large property, and then of the destruction of 
all his children at one blow ; yet still the vio- 
lence of his grief did not induce him to utter 
any murmurings against Providence ; “ in all 
“ this Job sinned not, nor charged God fool- 
“ ishly®.” The language of his heart and of 
his lips was, “ The Lord gave, and the Lord 
“ hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
“ the Lord When at last, through the ex- 
tremity of bodily pain, in addition to his other 
heavy sufferings, he gave way to some ex- 
pressions of impatience, he was soon restored 
to his former pious frame of mind ; and, in 
the genuine feeling of penitence and piety, 
exclaimed, “ Behold I am vile ; what shall I 
" answer thee ? I will lay mine hand upon 


' Ps. xciv. 12. 
"Jobi. 22. 


® Jam. V. 11. 
Job i. 21. 
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" my mouth. Once have I spoken ; but I 
“ will not answer ; yea, twice ; but I will 
proceed no further The aged Eli is 
another instructive and interesting instance 
of humble submission to the Divine will. 
When warned of the fatal consequences 
'Cvhich his mistaken fondness for his sons 
would bring upon his family, his only answer 
was, “ It is the Lord ; let him do what seem- 
“ eth him good.” And when the awful pre- 
diction was accomplished in the death of 
both his sons in one day, the grief, which ap- 
pears to have struck him down as a thunder- 
bolt, was not that which was occasioned by 
his own dreadful domestic losses, but by his 
concern for the honour of God, and for the 
interest of the religion of w'hich he was the 
most distinguished minister*. The Psalms 
of David are full of expressions, as of all other 
instances of devout affections, so especially 
of humble resignation to the Divine will. He 
repeatedly expresses his conviction of the sa- 
lutary effects of affliction, and of the gracious 
intentions of God in sending them. The 
knowledge that they proceeded from him 
suppressed all murmuring and impatience. 
“ I became dumb, and opened not my mouth, 
" for it was thy doing.” When driven from 
his throne by the unnatural rebellion of his 
son, and the fickleness and ingratitude of his 


^ Job xl. 4, 5. 


* 1 Satn.iv. 18. 
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subjects, he showed the same humble resigna- 
tion to the will of God ; “ Behold, here am I, 
“ let him do to me as seemeth good unto him*.” 
His enemies he regarded merely as instruments 
in the hand of Providence for his humiliation. 
“ Let him alone,” said he of Shimei, “ and 
let him curse ; for the Lord hath bidden 
himV’ 

But the most noble instance of resignation 
was our divine Saviour. He left “ us an 
" example that we should follow his steps,” 
especially in meek submission to the will of 
the Most High, in committing ourselves to 
him who judgeth righteously. Through life 
he was a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief. He was exposed to poverty and 
hunger, to the malice and calumnies of ene- 
mies, to the unkindness and desertion of 
friends. And at his death he endured so 
much, as to have reason to say, in the words 
of the prophet, Behold, and see if there be 
any sorrow like unto my sorrow, — where- 
‘‘ with the Lord hath afflicted me in the day 
“ of his fierce anger®.” And with what per- 
fect resignation did he endure it all! When 
the knowledge of the extremity of anguish 
which awaited him led him to utter a wish 
that he might be spared it, — “ If it be pos- 
sible, let this cup pass from me — he im- 
mediately adds, “ nevertheless, not as I will. 


* 1 Sam. XV. 26. 


‘ 2 Sam. Xvi. 1 1 . 


^ Lam. i. 12. 
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“ but as thou wilt — not my will, but thine be 
“ done.” 

With whatever afflictions we may at any 
time be visited, we should reflect upon the 
example of our Lord, and learn from him the 
lesson of resignation. “ Let us run with pa- 

tience the race that is set before us, looking 
“ unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
“ faith ; who for the joy that was set before 
“ him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
” and is set down on the right hand of the 
“ throne of God. For consider him that en- 
“ dured such conti'adiction of sinners against 
“ himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
“ minds'.” 

Lest ye he xceuvy and faint in your minds ; 
— this is a natural effect of affliction. “ Hea- 
“ viness in the heart of man makethit stoop V’ 
Affliction, where it does not find utterance in 
any rebellious munnurings, yet has a tendency 
to sink us into a general state of depression, 
perhaps despondency. It too often makes us 
forget the many blessings which still remain 
to us ; it perhaps renders us indisposed for 
the performance of any active duties, and in- 
clined to make our grief or pain an excuse 
to ourselves for neglecting them. We must 
guard against this too usual consequence of 
affliction. If we have lost some blessings, yet 
let us not be the less thankful for — let us 

^ Heb. xii. 1, 2, 3*’ 


* Prov. xii. 25. 
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rather make the most of — those which still 
remain to us. If we endure some pain or 
suffering, yet let it not so conquer us as to 
render us unmindful of God’s many and great 
mercies. Particularly we must guard against 
permitting affliction to prevent us from ful- 
filling those duties of life which are still in our 
power. We must not make suffering God’s 
will, a pretext for not doing it. Indeed, one 
of the best remedies for affliction will be 
found in active employment in the way of 
duty. The wise man, when he says, “ My 
“ son, despise not the chastening of the 
“ Lord adds, neither be weary of his cor- 
“ rection We shall be, in great measure, 
prevented from being thus weary, from being 
thus weakly overcome, from thus permitting 
affliction to depress us into inactivity, by the 
religious considerations above suggested ; 
and especially, by dwelling upon the example 
of resignation set us by our Redeemer. 

Arc we, for instance, afflicted with pain of 
body, occasioned either by sickness, or by 
any accidental hurt 1 Let us reflect on the 
anguish which our Saviour endured for our 
sakes, and endured with perfect and willing 
resignation to his Father’s dispensations. 
Are we assailed by the malice of enemies, 
who, perhaps, endeavour to injure our repu- 
tations by laying to our charge things that 


* Prov. iii. 1 1. and Heb. xii. 5. 



238 Resignation. 

we know not ? Let us think on the oppro- 
brious names that were heaped on the Lord 
of life ; who was called a glutton and a 
drunkard, the friend of publicans and sinners ; 
who was treated as a wretched outcast ; and 
charged with working his miracles through 
ithe agency of the devil. Are we tried by po- 
verty, and the want of the comforts, perhaps 
of the necessaries, of life ? Let us remember 
that Jesus Christ was often exposed to cold 
and hunger, and had not where to lay his 
head ; that he has represented the state of 
poverty as a state attended by many spiritual 
advantages, and riches as accompanied by a 
variety of snares and temptations, which ob- 
struct men in the way to salvation. Are our 
friends unkind and inconstant? Our Lord 
was deserted by his chosen followers in his 
time of need ; denied by one of them, and re- 
jected and given over to death by the people 
among whom he had done so many mighty 
works of mercy and benevolence, that very 
people who had welcomed him to Jerusalem 
with Hosannahs and songs of triumph. 

One of the severest of earthly afflictions is 
that which we experience when dear friends 
and relations are removed from us by death. 
But this affliction, great as it is, we shall 
learn to bear with resignation, if we consider 
it as proceeding from a kind and merciful 
Father ; here, especially, we must learn to 
say from our hearts, the Lord gave, and the 
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Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the 
“ name of the Lord.” The Scriptures teach 
us, that if our friends have departed in the 
faith and fear of God, they have gone to a 
better place, where we may hope to rejoin 
them ; and that consequently we must not be 
sorry as men without hope for them that sleep’ 
in the Lord *. 

To conclude : This prospect of a future 
life of happiness ought to be a constant sup- 
port under all afflictions, and a powerful 
motive for resignation under them. If we 
have a well-founded hope of being admitted 
through Christ to a state of happiness, which 
will never end, the afflictions which we en- 
dure here will seem of trifling importance. 
" I reckon,” says St. Paul, “ that the suffer- 
“ ings of this present time are not worthy to 
“ be compared with the glory which shall be 
“ revealed in us Any sufferings here are 
as nothing, when compared either with the 
pains of hell, from which we have been re- 
deemed, or with the glory which is set before 
us. “ Our light affliction, which is but for a 
" moment — the whole life of man is but a 
moment when compared with eternity, — is as 
nothing, when set against “ that far more ex- 
" ceeding and eternal weight of glory,” to 
which Christ has opened the way. If afflic- 
tion is instrumental in bringing us to that 


’ 1 Thess. iv. 1 3. 


® Rom. viif. 18. 


2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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glory, it ought to be borne not only with 
submission, but with thankfulness. We ac- 
quiesce, without difficulty, in whatever is done 
by those whom we love and esteem highly. 
If we love God as we ought to do, we shall 
feel no disposition to murmur against him, or 
‘to rebel against his will. In our daily prayers 
we say to him, “ thy will be done on earth as 
“ it is in heaven.” Let us endeavour to ac- 
quire the habit of both doing and suffering his 
will with readiness and cheerfulness. Let us 
pray fervently for grace and strength to sub- 
due and bend the stubbornness of our own 
wills, and to enable us, under whatever affiic- 
tion, to say from the heart, “ It is the Lord, 
“ let him do what seemeth him good.” 
“ Lord, not my will, but thine be done.” 

THE PRAYER. 

O God, whose never- failing providence ordereth all 
things, both in heaven and earth, fix ever in our hearts a 
firm faith and confidence in thee, that so, among the sundry 
and manifold changes of the w^orld, our hearts may surely 
there be fixed where true joys are to be found, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
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1 Peter v. 5. 

“ Cc clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble.’' 

Humility is one of the most important 
features in the Christian character. It is 
intimately connected with almost all the 
right affections of the soul, both towards God 
and man ; and he who wishes to build up the 
fair edifice of Christian holiness, must begin 
by laying his foundation deep and low in 
genuine humility. 

In discoursing on this subject, it is my 
wish. 

First, to lay before you the reasons for 
humility, which are to be found in the nature 
and condition of man in general, and in our 
own characters in particular : 

Secondly, to point out the close con- 
nexion of humility with other parts of the 
Christian character : 

33 M 
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Thirdly, to direct your attention to some 
of the many passages of Scripture which re- 
commend this virtue. 

And to conclude, with such practical ad- 
vice as shall appear to me most likely to be 
of use. 

I. Humility consists in a low opinion of 
our own w'orth, talents, and acquirements; 
such an opinion as is agreeable to truth. It 
consists in complying with the exhortation 
of the Apostle, “ I say to every man that is 
" among you, not to think of himself more 
“ highly than he ought to think ; but to 
" think soberly b” 

In order that we may not think of our- 
selves more highly than we ought to think, 
it is necessary that we should acquire a 
thorough knowledge and feeling of our many 
wants and imperfections, our weaknesses and 
sins. 

The condition of man in this world is well 
calculated to make him humble, and to keep 
him so. As he had his beginning out of no- 
thing, so every moment of his existence he 
depends entirely upon that Being, in whom 
alone he lives and moves, and who upholdcth 
all things by the word of his power ; when 
he hideth his face, his poor creatures are 
troubled ; when he taketh away their breath 
they die, and are turned again to their dust * 


^ Rom. xii. 3. 


^ Psalm civ. 29. 
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" Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 

return was part of the sentence upon 
man when he sinned; and, accordingly, the 
father of the faithful acknowledges himself 
to be " but dust and ashes ^ and the son of 
Sirach asks, “ why is earth and ashes proud “ ?” 
certainly, the feeling, not only that while 
here we are dependent upon another for life 
and health and .all things, but also, that at 
any moment we may be called away into the 
forgetfulness of the grave, when we shall say 
“ to corruption. Thou art my father : to the 
" worm. Thou art my mother and my sister V’ 
ought to produce in us a deep impression of 
humility. And if we consider, ourselves, not 
only as dependant and mortal creatures, but 
as creatures polluted with sin, we must feel, 
most forcibly, that “ pride was not made for 
“ man 

When from the condition of man in ge- 
neral, we turn our attention to our oxen in- 
firmities and sins, we shall find still more 
abundant cause for the deepest humility and 
self-abasement. Let us reflect how many 
are our transgressions in thought, word, and 
deed ; how little w^e do that is •pleasing to 
God, and how even that little is tainted w'ith 
vanity and worldly motives. Which of us 
could bear that all that passes in his bosom 


* Gen. iii. 19. “ Gen. xviiij 27. * Ecclus. x. 9 , 

* Job xvii. 14. ‘ Ecclus. x. 18. 
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should be publicly knowni?! that all the vain, 
all the impure, all the uncharitable thoughts 
and imaginations, which rise in his mind, 
should be seen by all the world ? the very 
thought of such a disclosure must fill us with 
shame and confusion of face. 

And while we have such great cause for 
humility, we have none whatever for pride. 
For what if we are possessed of any seeming 
advantages ? what if you are more rich, or 
more beautifial, or more strong, or more 
learned than another ? none of these advan- 
tages are really your own. They all are 
talents entrusted to your stewardship by 
God, and you must be asked the question, 
“ Who maketh thee to differ from another, 
and what hast thou that thou didst not re- 
ceive 1 now if thou didst receive it, why 
“ dost thou glory as if thou hadst not re- 
“ ceived it * ?” Therefore, “ Let not the wise 
“ man glory in his wisdom, neither let the 
“ mighty man glory in his might, let not the 
rich man glory in his riches “ but be 
“ that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord ®.” 

II. Let us, in the next iplace, consider bow 
closely humility is connected with other 
parts of the Christian. . character. It: is,: in 
feet, in some degree:, ; the , ground-work of 
almost, all right affections, both towards God 
and man. 

> 1 Cor. iv. 7. • Jer. ix. 23. ’ 2 Cor. x. 17. 
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And first, humility /leads -us to maintain a 
right frame of: -heart towards God. Pride is 
the 'great Source' of neglect and contempt of 
religion. The proud man, as he will not 
acknowledge the want of any extrinsic sup- 
port — any support not proceeding from him- 
self,— so he cannot bear to submit his own 
will to the will of any other being, however 
great and excellent that being may be. Such 
men, consequently, are too prone to discard 
both the protecting power, and the authority, 
of God. “ Therefore they say unto God, 
“ Depart from us, for we desire not the 
" knowledge of thy ways. What is the Al- 
“ mighty, that we should serve him ? and 
“ what profit should we have, if we pray unto 
" him ‘ ?” The humble man, on the contrary, 
constantly feels his dependance upon God. 
He knows that it is from him that he receives 
“ life and breath, and all things and, con- 
sequently, looks up to the Giver of all good 
with humble thankfulness and love. And 
while he is thankful for mercies already re- 
ceived, knowing that he is indebted for them, 
not to his own merits, but to the goodness 
of God ; so his sense of his (iependent condi- 
tion, and of his innumerable wants both of 
body and soul, leads him earnestly to pray to 
God for the continuance of his protection, 
support, and help. Thus humility will keep 

* Job xxi. 14, 15. 
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up a habit of piety, a devotional frame of 
mind. 

And it will not only render him thankful 
to God, and frequent and earnest in his pray- 
ers ; it will also induce him to submit to the 
divine will in all things, both in doing and 
suffering it. He will be contented in that 
state of life in which the providence of God 
has placed hiip, and never give way to a dis- 
satisfied repining temper. And when visited 
with any trials or afflictions, he will bear 
them with resignation and patience. His 
humility will induce him to feel, that what- 
ever he endures is less than his iniquities 
deserve ; and will dispose him to say from 
the heart, “ Why should a living man com- 

plain ; a man for the punishment of his 

sins ?” He will say with sincerity, “ It is 
“ the Lord, let him do what seemeth him 
“ good : Lord, not my will, but thine be 
“ done.” 

And as humility disposes him in this man- 
ner to suffer God's will ; so will it induce 
him to do God’s will without disputing it. 
“ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?” will 
be the genuine ' language of his soul : and 
when he knows the will of God, he will try 
to do it at once, without setting up his own 
will in opposition to it. 

And, as humility leads to the formation of 
right feelings towards God, so does it bring 
man thankfully to* receive the salvation of- 



Humility. 247 

fered him throjigh Christ. The proud feel 
no want of a Saviour. They that think 
themselves in a state of perfect health, see 
no need of a physician. They that conceive 
themselves to be “ rich and increased with 
" goods, and” to “ have need of nothing 
are ready “ to despise the riches of God’s 
" goodness,” as shown in the redemption of 
mankind. The humble man, on the other 
hand, who is deeply penetrated with the 
sense of his own unworthiness and sin ; who 
feels that in his natural state he is “ wretched, 
“ and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
“ naked,” accepts thankfully the mercy prof- 
fered to him ; he feels his need of pardon, and 
gladly embraces the pardon offered him 
through the blood of the cross. He suffers 
no proud reasonings, no disputings or wis- 
dom of this world, to come in his way, but 
meekly and thankfully submits himself to the 
righteousness of God, and to the method of 
justification which the divine wisdom has 
devised. 

Thus too, with respect to the aid of the 
Holy Spirit. "While the proud man thinks 
that he stands in no need . of assistance, but 
that of his own native strength alone he is 
able to do all that is right, that of himself he 
is thoroughly furnished unto ad good works; 
the humble man, who , is sensible of his own 


* Rev. iii* 17. 
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weakness and spiritual wants,^ seeks earnestly 
for the help of the blessed Spirit, and rejoices 
in ■the conviction, that there is grace to help 
him in time of i^eed. 

And as humility thus disposes us to be 
rightly affected towards God, so does it most 
essentially tend to keep us in a right temper 
towards man. The foundation of all the 
duties between man and man is love or cha- 
rity. What noV is it that most usually occa- 
sions interruptions, of this love and charity ? 
What is it that most frequently is the cause 
of dissensions and quarrels, and consequently 
of the hatred and malice which grow out of 
them ? I answer, pr/Ws — the evil pride of 
our fallen nature. When under the influence 
of that pride, men in every station of life, — » 
the poor, perhaps, just as much as the rich, 
— are ready to take offence at every thing. 
At one time they are offended because they 
think they are treated with neglect or disre- 
spect ; at another, because some little interest 
of theirs, — which, became it is theirs, they 
look upon as great — appears to be invaded. 
Some thoughtless expression, some unguard- 
ed action, perhaps some look, they consider 
.as an insult; their pride is directly up in 
arms, and they give vent to their feelings in 
angry language, if not in angry deeds. A 
re^ly humble man will not quarrel with any 
one. He mSfees all possible allowances for 
the failings and tempers of other men, and 
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hardly ever takes offence. If they utter 
against him reproachful language, he feels 
that be deserves it, if not from them, yet 
from the hand of God. Pejliaps he is not 
guilty of the faults which angry men lay tc 
his charge, but he is conscious to himself of 
others, which deserve reproof and punish- 
ment. It was in this temper that David, 
justly penetrated with the sense of his own 
guiltiness, meekly bore th^ scornful re- 
proaches ajid curses of Shimei. “ Let him 
“ alone,’’ said he, “ and let him curse ; for the 
“ Lord hath bidden him'.” And thus, when 
men speak reproachfully of us, and lay to our 
charge things that wo know not, we should 
look upon them as instruments employed by 
God for our humiliation and correction. At 
the same time, humility will induce us to give 
up onr own w ills and wishes to other men ; 
not to stand pertinaciously to our own opi- 
nions, not to insist loudly that we are in the 
right, and all who op])ose us in the w'rong. 
It will rather induce us to comply with the 
injunction of the apostle, “ all of you be sub- 
“ ject one to another" or, as it is in another 
place, to submit “ yourselves one^o another 
" in the fear of God^” I am sure, my 
friends, that you must see how many quarrels 
and dissensions would be prevented by hu~ 


^ 2 Sam. xvi. 11. " 1 Pet»v. 5. ^ Eph. v. 21. 
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mility ; and how true it is, that " only by 
p'ide cotneth contention 
You must perceive, too, how greatly hum- 
bleness of mind contributes to a man's own 
peace and comfort.- When our Saviour says, 
“ Learn of me ; for 1 am meek and lowly in 
*•' heart he adds, “ and ye shall find rest 
“ unto your souls^.” Nothing occasions so 
much disquiet and discomfort in a man’s 
mind as pride. * Pride makes him envious of 
one man, jealous of another, and angry with 
a third. He is always looking for, and find- 
ing, some fresh cause of uneasiness and mor- 
tification. He is at the mercy of the meanest 
individual, who, by some a})parent neglect, 
or merely by withholding some customary 
tribute of respect, which he looks upon as 
due to him, fills his bosom with vexation. 
Such was the case with the proud Haman, 
when Mordecai refused to do him reverence. 
Though at the height of power, and wealth, 
and dignity, yet all these advantages were 
lost to him, because a single individual of a 
despised nation withheld from him the tokens 
of respect which were paid him by all others. 
“ All this”^ honour and splendour, said he, 
“ availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mor- 
decai, the Jew, sitting at the king’s gate^.” 
And thus it is with every proud man, with- 


' Prov. xiii. 10. 


^ Matt. xi. 29 . 


® Esther v. 13. 
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cut exception. 'The humble m^Xi careth little 
for any of those things;. The faults and fail- 
4ngs, of which he is conscious, make him feel 
that he does not really deserve respect, and 
therefore he is little hurt if it is not paid 
him. Consequently, he “ finds rest unto his 
" soul” from all the gi’eat and little vexations, 
to which the proud are exposed; he finds 
rest from — he is not discomposed and dis- 
turbed by — a foolish touchiness and readi- 
ness to take offence : still less by jealousy, 
cr envy, or excessive anger. 

III. The time would fail me, if I should 
endeavour to enumerate all the beneficial 
effects of humility. What has been said has 
been sufficient, I trust, to make you under- 
stand, with how much reason this virtue is so 
earnestly recommended and enforced in the 
Scriptures both of the Old and of the New 
Testament. r 

In the former we are told, that “ to walk 
humbly” with our God', is one of the chief 
things which he requires of us. We are told, 
that “ though the Lord be high, yet hath he 
** respect unto the lowly ; hut the proud he 
knoweth afar off®.” “ Surely he scorneth 
the scorners; but he giveth grace unto the- 
lowly®.” We are told, that “ when pride 
cometh, then cometh shame : but with the 

* Micah vi. 8. * Psalm cxxxviii. C. ’ Prov. iii. 34. 
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lowly is wisdom’^:?, that." a man’s pride 
‘f shall.' : bring. i him , i low : but . honour shall 
" uphold the - humble in spirit*;” and, that 
before honour is humility*.” Again, “ a 
“ proud look” " doth the Lord hate* and 
" every one that is proud in lieai’t is an abo- 
mination to the Loi'd*.’’ And the prophet 
assures us, that " the day of the Lord of 
" hosts shall be upon every one that is proud 
" and lifted up, and he shall be brought low.” 
" The loftv looks of a man shall be humbled, 
" and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed 
" dowui ; and the Lord alone shall be exalted 
" in that day".” 

When our blessed Lord entered upon the 
public exercise of his ministry, and went 
forth, teaching and preaching the kingdom 
of God, he appears to have begun his divine 
instructions with the virtue of humility. 
" Blessed are the poor in spirit. Blessed 
" are the meek. Blessed are ye when men 
shall revile you, and shall say all manner 
"of evil against you falsely, for my sake^:” 
now nothing is more repugnant to our natu- 
ral pride,, than to be evil spoken of. When 
the workings of human pride sliowed them- 
, selves in the disciples of the lowly Jesus, he 


* Prov. xi. 2. ® Prov. xxix. 23. ^ Prov. xviii. 12. 

* Prov. vi. 17. 16. * Prov. xvi. 5. ' Isaiah ii. 12. 11. 

* Matt. V. 
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“ called a little child, and set him in the 
“ midst of them, and said. Verily I say unto 
you, except ye be converted, and become 
“ as little children, ye shall not enter into 
“ the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, there- 
“ lore,” he continues, “ shall humble him- 
“ self” — it was in humilily, especially, that 
their conversion was to be shown — “ whoso- 
“ ever, therefore, shall humble himself as this 
“ little child, the same is greatest in the king- 
dom of heaven k” In other words, the 
humblest man is the best Christian. 

We are repeatedly told, that our Lord 
gave us an example that we should follow 
his steps All parts of his example that are 
imitable by man, w'e shall do' well to follow ; 
his piety to God for instance, his persever- 
ance in prayer, his purity, his temperance, 
his compassion — but what is the part of his 
character, which he himself particularly pro- 
poses to our imitation ? — his humility and 
meekness. “ Learn of me, for I am meek 
“ and lowly in heart.” It was to place his 
humility in the most striking point of view, 
for the imitation of his followers, that he 
gave that wonderful instance of condescen- 
sion in washing his disciples’ feef?" And the 
whole history of his life, and still more, if 
possible, that of his death, is one continued 
display of humility and meekness. The 


' Matt, xviii. 1— 4. 


’ 1 Pet. ii. 21. 
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aposdes repeatedly call us to this imitation 
of our Saviour, and bid us to let that mind 
be in us -which was also in Christ Jesus, who 
condescended so low for our sakes, as to 
take upon him the nature of num, and suffer 
death upon the cross. They enforce the 
same lesson in a variety of other passages. 
•When St. Paul exhorts the Ephesians to 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they 
were called, to live as became Christians 
indeed, what is the Jirst virtue which he 
recommends? humility — “ all lowliness and 
" meekness’.” And in like manner he ex- 
horts the Colossians, to “ put on humbleness 
of mind^” as a leading characteristic of the 
new man, the real Christian. 

Humility, therefore, being of such import- 
ance in the Christian scheme, it behoves us 
to consider how far we are actuated by this 
heavenly grace. Have we “ put on humble- 
" ness of mind ?” have we acquired a lowly 
temper of soul ? are we “ clothed with hu- 
" mility ?” are we humble in our behaviour 
both towards God and man? With respect 
to God — do we humbly feel our dependance 
upon him for every thing? are we thankful 
for his mercies, earnest in our prayers, con- 
tented in our stations, and resigned under 
trials and afflictions ? are we deeply im- 
pressed with the sense of our spiritual wants. 


* Eph. iv. 2. 


* Col. iii. 12. 
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with our need ■ of a Redeemer, and a Sanc- 
tifier? : , 

And thus in our behaviour towards men; 
— do we show that we are duly sensible of 
our own faults and follies, and ready to make 
allowanee for those of othem ? are we ready, 
as far as possible, to give up our own wills 
and opinions ? are we free from envy and 
jealousy ? slow to take offence, and ready to 
forgive and pass over a transgression ? In 
particular ; how do we bear to be told of our 
faults ? it is an act of kindness in any one to 
point out to us where we are wrong. If on 
such an occasion we feel our spirit rise within 
us, — if, instead of acknowledging ourselves 
in the wrong when we really are so, we im- 
mediately begin to frame excuses, and to 
justify oui'selves — we have reason to fear, 
that w'e have much of pride remaining within 
us. So again, how do we feel when we 
hear another praised, especially for some 
quality in which w'e imagine ourselves to 
excel ? Do we feel no lurking wish to lessen 
the praise bestowed upon him ? Do we 
never feel a sort of uneasiness, as if he was 
eclipsing our reputation ? Surely, there can 
hardly be a stronger proof oTour being 
wanting in humility. My friends, let me 
entreat you to endeavour by all the means 
in your power, and especially by fervent 
prayer for God’s grace, to cultivate a ge- 
nuine spirit of Christian humility, both in 
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yourselyes, and in your children : check in 
both all thpse feelings of vanity, all those 
risings , ,of the prida of our corrupted nature, 
which , would tend to produce envy and dis- 
content, apd anger , and repining against 
God. Be humble and. modest both in mind, 
and in outward behaviour. Let your dress, 
your speech, your general manner, be ex- 
pressive of lowliness. Be on your guard 
against all appearance of vanity and ostenta- 
tion, and be very backward in speaking of 
any thing which may redound to your own 
praise. The wise man observes, “ most men 
“ will proclaim every one his own goodness’.” 
But his advice is, “ Let another man praise 
" thee, and not thine own mouth ; a stranger, 
“ and not thine own lipsV’ — “ not he tliat 
" commendeth himself is ajjproved, but whom 
“ the Lord commendeth^.” This praise of 
himself lowers him in the sight both of God 
and man. 

Be ready to give up your own w'ills, and 
wishes, and opinions. Consider how much 
harm you know of yourself, compared with 
w'hat you know of other persons. “ In lowli- 
“ ness of mind,” therefore, “ let each esteem 
“ other b^ter than themselves * and him- 
self least, and most undeserving of all. “ All 
" of you be subject one to another, and be 


^ Prov. XX. 6. ® Prov. xxvii. 2. 
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THE LOVE OF OHR NEIGHBOUR. 


Matt. xxii. SD. 

“ Thou shalt love tliy neighbour as thyself.” 

The great foundation of all the duties be- 
tween man and man is love. The love of our 
neighbour, accordingly, is one of the most 
important subjects that can engage our at- 
tention. In treating of this duty, I mean. 

First, to say a few words upon its import- 
ance, nature, and extent ; 

Secondly, to point out the manner in 
which it ought to show itself, some of its va- 
rious acts and offices ; 

And T^nrdly, to lay before you some addi- 
tional motives for cultivating this lovely 
feature of the Christian character, together 
with a few , hints of advice on the means of 
acquiring it. 

By the term neighbour, as used in the 
New Testament, we are to understand, not 
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merely those who happen to reside near to us, 
but all men who come within our reach, all 
to whom we can do either good or harm, and, 
most especially, all our fellow Christians. 

The divine Author of our religion repre- 
sents the love of our neighbour as being the 
distinguishing mark — the badge or character- 
istic — of his true followers. “ By this shall 
“ all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
“ ye have love one to another * and in the 
same spirit, his beloved disciple St. John says, 
"We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren 
The love of the brethren, he lays down as the 
sign or token, by which we may know that 
we are in a Christian state ; — that " we have 
" passed from death unto life.” And on the 
other hand, he affirms, " that he that loveth 
" not his brother abideth iii death,” — is in a 
state of condemnation, of alienation from 
God. Our Lord in his public ministry re- 
presents the precept, “ thou shalt love thy 
" neighbour as thyself,” as second in autho- 
rity and rank, only to that first great com- 
mandment which requires the love of God ; 
and tells us, that these two pxgcepts Com- 
prise the sum and substance of the moral 
law ; On these two commandments hang all 
"the law and the prophets.” Ill like man- 
ner St. Paul repeatedly asserts, that " love is 


* John xiii. S5, 
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“.Uie. fulfilling, of, tUe laW'* f. after ,pa;rti-< 
cularly, njentioning' the ,,principal,ilawp of ; the 
second, .tahlc—tliose,.hiws which relate to our 
duty towards our neighhour-i-says; that each 
of these, “ and if , there be any. other com- 
‘‘ mandraent,., it is briefly comprehended in 
this saying, namely. Thou shalt love thy 
^ neighbour as thyself.” So again, in the; 
first Epistle to Timothy,. he speaks of love, 
as being the great object and end of all the 
moral precepts of :religion. Now the end 
of the commandment is diaritij — (which is 
merely another word for love,) — “ the end 
“ of the commandment is charity, out of a 
" pure heart, and of a good conscience, and 
" of faith unfeigned And thus, in that 
beautiful and well-known chapter in the first 
Epistle of the Corinthians % he tells us, that 
without charity or love, the most splendid 
gifts and endowments, and the most noble 
actions, are, with respect to salvation, abso- 
lutely profitless, absolutely good for nothing. 

Such in the Christian religion is the im- 
portance of love, of a principle of real good- 
will or benevolence. And this good-will 
we are to^fgel towards men in general. Not 
that we are required to love all persons in 
the same degree. It is strictly in the order of 
nature and of providence, that those who are 
connected with us by relationship, or by any 


’ Rom. xiii. 8. 10. Tim. i. 5. 
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similar 'tie;> should p6sSesi^ riidr^' of 'Btir at- 
tachment’ thah lothei^s. Arid' cbthttibn' coii- 
sent requires, not' without r'eason, ' that We 
should fefel a greater interest in our own 
countrymen than iti foreigners j and iu those,' 
who dwell near us, — who are our neighbotir^ 
in the eomtUon sense of the term,— than ‘ in 
those who* reside at a distance. Those/ also 
who are most distinguished for goodness and 
amiable qualities, are proiper objects of higher 
degrees of our regard. But still, our loVe 
must be extended to all mankind, without 
exception ; we must bear good-W’ill to all, 
and wish and strive to promote the comfort 
and well-being of all, as opportunity is offered 
to us. Even those at variance with us are 
not excepted. Our Saviour expressly com- 
mands us to love our enemies, to bless them' 
that curse us ; to do good to them that hate 
us, and to pray for them that despitefully use 
us and persecute us ’. Those also, who have 
disgraced themselves by their vices, ' have' a 
claim to our regard. While W^ hate and 
abhor theW??, we may and must feel kindness' 
for the siiinef. HiS sin; indeed, renders him 
a fit object for the sincerOst pfity -arid born- 
passion. And' this gOod-wHl! tbw’qrds inatir. 
kind We imistfeel’ in'The' highe^ dtegteb pbS- 
siMfe: i’^^Thbii shalt ’ldv’'e thy neighbour’ a^ 
** ihytifflfP' That Wfe' Should ' love other tnefi 
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to regulate our practice is, that we should in 
all cases do as we would be done by. As the 
precept in the text enjoins the inward prin- 
ciple of love, so the rule just mentioned 
points out the manner in which that principle 
should influence the outward conduct. For 
instance, the love which we bear to ourselves 
makes us unwilling to be injured in our pro- 
perty, our persons, or our good name. We 
should be equally unwilling in any of these 
instances to injure another. “ Love worketh 
“ no ill to his neighbour,” says the apostle ; 
“ therefore love is the fulfilling of the law 
And this extends, not only to those greater 
instances of injustice mentioned by St. Paul 
from the laws of the second table, such as 
murder, adultery, theft, and false witness, 
but to all others of whatever description. As 
we do not love pain ourselves, so we shall be 
careful never in any way to give needless 
pain to another. As, w'hen speaking of him 
to a third person, we shall be on our guard 
against injuring his character, except when 
the claims of justice clearly require it ; so in 
our intercourse with him, we^ must be careful 
not to say or do any thing Vhich -may use- 
lessly hurt his feelings# especially, we shall be 
watchful against any appearance of treating 
him with contempt. If ever in our inter- 
course with those, whom, in compliance with 

^ Rom. xiii. 10. 



264 hove of our Neighbour. 

the habits of society, we consider as beneath 
us, we are tempted by the corrupt pride of 
our hearts to behave as if we slighted and 
despised them, we should correct ourselves 
in the words of Job; “Did not he that 
“ made me in the womb make him ? and did 
“ not one fashion us in the womb * ?” ' There 
are few things which we feel more acutely 
and painfully ourselves, than any expression 
of contempt ; and there is nothing to which 
even the poorest among men are more alive. 
Let us reflect how we behave when in the 
presence of a superior, of a man whom w'e 
wish to please, for the sake of, some interest 
of our own, or merely for the sake of his 
countenance. How careful are we to ^o 
nothing which ipay offend or displease him ! 
How strictly — to adopt a common expres- 
sion — are we ^lpon our good hchavlour ! If 
we are influenced by Christian charity and 
Christian humility, we shall not be less upon' 
our good behaviour, less fearful of giving un- 
necessary pain, when in the presence of the 
least and lowest of our fellow men. 

But the love of our neighbour will not only 
restrain us from' injuring him, or giving him 
needless pain ; it wil^also induce us to do 
him all the good in <5ur power ; to promote 
his welfare and comfort, and, as far as we can, 
to relieve his wants both of body and soul. 


^ J(^ xxxi. 15. 
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As the interests of the latter are of inexpres- 
sibly the greatest importance, we should be 
most anxious for them : and should show such 
anxiety, when we have any prospect of being 
of use by so doing. His temporal necessities 
we must relieve as far as our means fairly ex- 
tend ; but must endeavour so to relieve them,' 
as not to encourage any evil habits of impro- 
vidence, or of undue dependence on the aid 
of others. > And especially, we must seek for 
opportunities of making the relief imparted to 
the wants of the body, the means of doing spi 
ritual good to the soul, the necessities of which 
are the more dangerous, in proportion as they 
are less sensiblf felt. Perhaps no duty is in- 
culcated in the Scriptures more earnestly, than 
the duty of ministering to the w'ants of our 
fellow-creatures. The passaSjes relating to it 
are numberless, and will readily occur to you. 
That in St. John’s first Epistle is very strong; 

Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his 
** brother have need, and shutteth up his 
" bowels of compassion from him, how dwell- 

eth the love of God in him ' ?” If we can 
give nothing else, we must at least give them 
our sympathy and our prayers. 

And not only on^ greater emergencies, but 
in all the common wtercourse of life, the 
same spirit of good-will will make a man kind 
and obliging to all about him, in words, in 


* 1 John iiii 17« 
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look, and in manner. He will strive to pro- 
mote their ease and comfort, and will be 
ready to perform many little offices of atten- 
tion, of small value in themselves, but im- 
portant as showing the spirit from which tliey 
proceed. We are enjoined by St. Peter to be 
courteous' ; that is, in other words, to be civil. 
None of you will venture to say that any in- 
junction of holy Scripture can be of slight 
importance. Remember then, that we have 
the authority of St. Peter for considering 
courtesy, or civility, as a Christian duty. Cer- 
tainly civility is a neccssai-y fruit of the love 
of our neighbour; and the neglect of civility 
proceeds generally from pride and uncharita- 
bleness, and often leads on to much heart- 
burning, and bitterness of spirit. A man duly 
influenced by the Christian temper, will, con- 
sequently, be courteous or civil to all with 
whom he has any intercourse. At the same 
time, however, he must be cautious not to 
suffer his courtesy, or unwillingness to offend, 
to induce him to flatter any man in his faults, 
or in the slightest degree to be unmindful of 
the interests of religion and truth. The 
Christian rule, as laid down by St. Paul, is 
this; " Let every one of us please his ndgh- 
** hour for his good, to edification Please 
his neighbour for his good. We are always to 
have in view his spiritual good and his ec^ 
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taUon, his advancement in holiness. If at 
any time we so please men, as to encourage 
them in their vices, so as to be negligent of 
our duty to God, we are no longer the ser- 
vants of Christ/. But, if we occasionally 
have to blame some parts of their conduct, — 
plainly “to set before them the things that 
“ they have done,” still we must never forget 
the rules of Christian courtesy. Consider how 
you feel and act with respect to your friends : — 
how careful you are of their reputation when 
absent, — how anxious not to pain or offend 
them— not to hurt their feelings — when pre- 
sent. And oiight we not, if we are Christians, 
to feel and to act, in some degree at least, in 
the same manner towards men in general? 
So again, with respect to our friends, we enter 
into all their joys and sorrows, increasing 
the former, and softening the latter, by our 
sympathy. And ought we not, in a similar 
manner, to sympathize with all who come within 
our reach and notice ? ought we not, accord- 
ing to the apostolical rule, to " rejoice with 
“ them that do rejoice, and weep with them 
“ that weep ® .?” 

HI. I readily acknowledge, Jthat the ac- 
quiring of this spirit of constant and universal 
Benevolence, and the habit of continually 
practising all its various acts and offices, is 
« work of no Httle difficulty. The great step 

' Gal. i. 10. * Rom. xii. 15. 
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in order to it is to conquer the selfishness of 
our nature. All men are too apt “to seek 
“their own^” exclusively; to be so occupied 
with themselves and their own concerns, . as, to 
have no room left in their hearts for others. 
But charity is not selfish. A well-regula,ted 
attention to our own interests, is not only 
allowable, but necessary, — necessary even as 
a part of charity. We must not hpweyer so 
attend to ourselves, as to be inattentive to the 
interests and wishes of others. 

There is perhaps no lesson which it is more 
important to learn, than the lesson of sub- 
duing our own wills; the lesson of making 
our own humours, and inclinations, and even 
our interests, give place on fit occasions, to 
those of other men. Children cannot learn 
the art of giving up to others, too early ; and 
grey-headed old men have generally room for 
improvement in it. Nothing is of more con- 
sequence to our own happiness, and to the 
preservation of the principle of benevolence. 
We must strive also to eradicate — to root 
out — the evil pride of our corrupted nature. 

Only of pride cometh contention,” and where 
pride is subdued, -the great occasion of quarrels 
and soreness of spirit is entirely removed. 
Envy, hatred, and malice must also be ba- 
nished from the bosom which means to be 
governed by Christian charity. And every 
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one who knows what uneasy and painful in- 
mates of the breast these malevolent affections 
are, and how they embitter life, will feel that 
this alone is a most powerful argument for 
endeavouring to acquire the spirit of bene- 
volence. 

Another argument for cultivating this gene- 
ral spirit of good-will may be drawn from the 
consideration, that we are all the work of the 
same Creator, that we all descend from the 
loins of the same earthly father, and are all 
partakers of the same common nature. “ Hath 
“ not one God created us ’ ?” says the Scrip- 
ture; or, as it is in the passage of Job, which 
I before quoted, “ did not he that made me in 
" the womb, make him ? did not one fashion 
us in the womb?” Yes, verily; and God 
“ hath made of one blood all nations of men, 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth 
Consequently, we are all relations ; — all we 
" are brethren;” and should look on each 
other as another self. 

But we not only partake of the same na- 
ture, but of the same sinful nature ; and are 
consequently exposed by nature to one com- 
mon condemnation. The 'circumstance of 
being fellow-mfferers, of being companions in 
danger or distress, or misery, is generally 
found to be a strong bond of union, a great 
promoter of kind and friendly feelings. Let 
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the thought that we are by nature fellow- 
heirs of sin, and suffering, and death, have 
the effect of filling us with sentiments of 
kindness towards each other. But as we 
have been partners in guilt and condemna- 
tion, so, God be praised! are we partakers 
also of one common redemption. As God 
formed of one blood all the men that dwell on 
the earth, so by the blood of one were all men 
redeemed. Christ " tasted death for every 
man every man, therefore, may have an 
interest in the blood of Christ ; and as such, 
has the strongest claim to our kindness and 
regard. If we hope ourselves to be benefited 
by the sufferings of our Redeemer, let us 
take heed how we withhold either the feeling 
or the expression of good-will from a brother 
— however poor or weak — ^ for whom Christ 
“ died Remember, that our Lord himself 
proposes the love which he showed to us, as 
a pattern for us to follow ; “ a new com- 
" mandment I give unto you, that ye love one 
“ another ; as I have loved you What was 
the instance that he gave of his love? He 
died for our sakes. Certainly, " greater love 
“ hath ne man than this, that a man lay down 
" his life for his friends He laid down bis 
Kfe for us, when we were not friends, but 
enemies ; enemies through wicked works. And 
does it not follow, that if Christ so loved 

' 1 Cor* viii. 11. * John xiii. 34. ® John xv. 13. 
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us, we also ought to love one another ? Does 
it not follow, as St. John avgtles, if Christ so 
loved us, as to lay down his life for us, we also 
ought to be prepared, if necessary, “to lay 
“ down our lives for the brethren ' ?” 

• God is the centre of all perfection, and w^ 
are humbly to try to imitate such of his per- 
fections as are imitable by us : “Be ye holy, as 
“ God is holy “ Be ye perfect, even as your 
“ Father which is in heaven is perfect But 
he particularly requires us to imitate him in 
his love to mankind. The Lord is good to 
every man, and “ his mercies are over all his 
“ works.” He is kind, even “ to the unthank- 
ful and to the evil “ and sendeth rain on 
“ the just and on the unjust Let his ex- 
ample induce us to bear good-will to all men, 
even to those who least deserve it at our 
hands. It is thus that we shall, through the 
merits of Christ, become “ the children of the 
“ Highest 

My friends, let these and the like consi- 
derations prevail with us, to do all that we 
can, to cultivate in our bosoms a general 
spirit of love and good-will towards men in 
general ; more especially towards tlwse with 
whom we have most intercourse. “ Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and cla- 
“ mour, and evil-speaking, be put away from 


* 1 John iii. 16. ’ Matt, v 48. * Luke vi, 35. 

* Matt. V. 45. * Luke vi. 35. 
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you, with all malice : and be ye kind one 
" to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
" another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath 
" forgiven you Endeavour, above all things, 
to put on charity, which is the bond of per- 
“ fectness ® to “ have fervent charity among 
“ yourselves^;” and strive unceasingly to “love 
“ one another with a pure heart fervently V’ 
and with “ love unfeignedly And since in 
this great work we cannot hope to succeed 
without divine aid, let us implore God by his 
Spirit to pour into our hearts that most ex- 
cellent gift of charity, the very bond of peace 
and of all virtue, without which whosoever 
liveth is counted dead before him ®. 

* Eph, iv. 31, 32. ’ Col. iii. 14. ’ 1 Pet. iv. 8. 

* 1 Pet. i. 22. * 2 Cor. vi. 6. 

® See Collect for Quinquagesima Sunday. 



SERMON XIX. 


SPEAKING THE TROTH. 


Epii. iv. 25. 

** Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with 
his neighbour; for we are members one of another.” 

The method which St, Paul adopts in se- 
veral of his Epistles, is, first, to lay before his 
converts an affecting statement of the bless- 
ings to which they were admitted by their 
conversion to Christianity ; and then, from 
that statement, to infer the necessity of cor- 
responding holiness of practice. This is 
especially observable in the Epistle to the 
Ephesians. In the verses immediately pre- 
ceding my text, he consider^ them having 
put off the old man, as having renounced, as 
having forsaken, the evil passions and guilty 
practices to which they before had been ad- 
dicted ; and as having “ put on the new man, 
" which after God is created in righteous- 
" ness and true holiness;” — as having upon 

N 5 
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their admission to the privileges of the Gospel, 
engaged to acquire — as having, in some de- 
gree, actually acquired — the moral graces of 
the Gospel. It is worthy of remark, that 
the very first virtue, by which the apostle en- 
joins them to show, that they “ really” had 
^ut off the old man, that they were Christians 
not in name only, but in reality, in veracity, 
or a strict adherence to truth. “ Where- 
"fore” — as the natural consequence of what 
had been just said, — “ Whei*efore, putting 
“ away l 5 ung, speak every man truth with his 
“ neighbour.” Exactly in the same manner, 
and in the same connexion, he says to the 
Colossians, ‘^Lie not one to another;” and 
enforces the precept by the same considera- 
tion, “ seeing that' ye have put off the old 
“ man with his deeds Lying is the sin of 
man in his state of native corruption, of a 
man unrenewed by the Holy Ghost ; but is 
utterly unbecoming a Christian, utterly un- 
worthy of him who professes to have put on 
the new man. 

My friends, these passages are applicable 
to us, as well as to the Ephesians or the Co- 
lossians. , W,e, like them, have been admitted 
to the privileges of the Gospel ; we, like 
them, have engaged to put off the old man 
with his deeds. “ Wherefore,” from the con- 
sideration just mentioned, “ putting away 
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lying, speak every man truth with his 
“ neighbour.” 

Lying consists in speaking falsely with an 
intention to deceive. The intention to de- 
ceive seems to form the essence of this sin ; 
for where there is no such intention, a man 
is hardly to be deemed guilty of lying. This' 
may be said with reference to tales confess- 
edly fictitious, and to fables and parables, 
such as are used in Scripture and in other 
books for the purpose of instruction. And 
when a man states what he believes to be 
true, but afterwards is found to be false, he 
is not to be considered as a liar. Certainly, 
he is wrong in speaking without sufficient 
grounds ; is guilty of a blameable heedless- 
ness, and, to a degree, of falsehood ; but still, 
is not chargeable with the guilt of deliberate 
lying. If what he said reflected upon any 
one’s character, he has to answer for the 
additional fault of evil-speaking, and want of 
charity. And as a man may speak words, 
which in themselves are not strictly true, with- 
out being guilty of lying, because he has no 
intention to deceive ; so the intention to de- 
ceive will fix this guilt upen him in some 
cases, where what he says is, to a certain de- 
gree, true. This is the case with all kinds of 
equivocation ; — which sometimes have in them 
as much guilt as a direct lie; perhaps even 
more, inasmuch as they show more cunning 
and contrivance. And so also the intention 

N 6 
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to deceive, may render a man /liable to the 
blame and pupisliment of lyings >in some 
cases, where no words are used at all; for a 
man may be guilty of this sin by deceitful 
actions, as well as by deceitful words. 

In the further prosecution of this subject, 
i shall. 

First, consider some of the occasions on 
which men are guilty of this sin, and the 
motives which lead them to it. 

And, Secondly, shall endeavour to make 
you sensible of its guilt., 

I. First then;-^some men lie in -more 
wantonness of spirit, for the sake, as they 
pretend, of amusing the company they are 
in, and for the purposes of acquiring to them- 
selves the sort of consequence or importance, 
which seems to belong to those who can re- 
late what others are ignorant of. Now the 
wise man tells us, that “ in the multitude of 
** words there wanteth not sin ' and in the 
case which we have been supposing, the sin 
is rather increased than diminished, by the 
circumstance of its arising from so trifling, 
so pitiful a temptation. 

In this, and in many like cases, men may 
perhaps *say, that the falsehoods they ut- 
tered did no one any harm. But the mere 
violation of truth is a harm. Men have a just 
right to expect that truth shall be spoken to 
them ; we all expect it ourselves. To be 
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wilfully guilty of spealdng falsehood, there- 
fope>- even when we do no other harm by it, 
is -to b^e.guilty’iof injustice, is to act contrary to 
the* .rule )of' doing as. we would be done by. 

Another not unfrequent instance of lying, 

is, when men lightly mahe promises, which, 
at the very time they make them, they have' 
no intention of fulfilling ; or when, though 
they • once intended the performance, they 
yet neglect it afterwards. They are thus 
guilty of deceiving their neighbour, and of 
disappointing the expectations they have 
themselves raised. When a man has promised 
any thing, he has made himself a debtor to 
the extent of his promises, and is chargeable 
with positive injustice, if he does not perform 

it. Making the promise or not, was, in the 
first mstance, a matter of choice ; but when it 
is once made, ho is bound to fulfil it. We 
may here apply what is said in Scripture 
of religious vows. “ Better is it that thou 

sliouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest 
" vow and not pay If a man says, that he 
cannot perform his promise without inconve- 
nience or loss to himself, he should remem- 
ber, that it is one of the cliaracterigtics of a 
good man, “ that he sweareth” — or, we may 
add, that he promiseth — “to his neighbour, 
“ and disappointeth him not, though it were 
** to his own hindrance But then, on the 
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other hand, I would observe, that he is not 
to be regarded as a promise-breaker, who 
really intended the performance, but was 
unavoidably prevented ; or he who failed in 
the fulfilment through the treachery of his 
memory. I would observe also, that men are 
too apt to interpret as a promise what was 
never intended as such ; and to construe into 
a positive engagement, some general pro- 
fession of good will, and of an intention to as- 
sist them. Those who thus claim promises, 
where none were made, are guilty them- 
selves of a violation of truth ; and if they 
call those whose assistance they expected 
promise-breakers, are chargeable also with the 
sin of slander or calumny. 

This sin of slander is one of the worst 
kinds of untruth. A falsehood which is de- 
signed to hurt another man’s character, is 
a lie of the very worst description ; and 
exposes those who are guilty of it to the 
severest punishment. And as we must on no 
account lower a man’s character by falsehood, 
so neither arc we at liberty to raise it by 
such means. If w'e are guilty of ascribing 
to any one .virtues which we know he does 
not possess, of bestowing upon him praises 
which he in no way deserves, we are guilty 
of that violation of truth which is expressed 
by the word flattery. Flattery is a sin, which 
not only is culpable as an instance of lying, 
but also as it tends to encourage vanity and 
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self-conceit ; — as it may induce him who is 
object of it, to neglect the attainment of 
virtues, the credit of which he has already 
received : — and as it may discourage others, 
who see praise so lightly and unworthily be- 
stowed. Remember the saying of Solomon : 
“ He that sayeth unto the wicked, Thou art 
“ righteous, him shall the people curse ; na- 
“ tions shall abhor him But then I must 
remark here also, that this censure -must not 
extend to certain expressions of civility, 
which are used, without any intention of de- 
ceiving, in compliance with custom, and for 
the preservation of the decencies and courte- 
sies of life. 

A very common occasion of falsehood, — 
and here I would request the particular at- 
tention of the younger part of my hearers, — 
of the children, and of those who have lately 
engaged in service, — is the wish to conceal a 
fault. A persbn, we will suppose, has been 
guilty of some real fault; or perhaps is 
chargeable only with carelessness. The fear 
of blame, or of punishment, or perhaps a 
mere feeling of sinful pride, which prevents 
him from owning himself* in. thq wrong, 
tempts him to endeavour to conceal it by a 
lie. He either flatly denies the charge, or 
invents some false story by way of excuse. 
Now there is no maxim better known, or 
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which ought to be more constantly remem- 
bered, than this, that he who commit* a fault 
and lies to hide it, makes it two^. The origi- 
nal fault was perhaps one, which, if it had 
been honestly acknowledged, would have 
been easily forgiven. By seeking to con- 
fceal it by falsehood, such persons bring upon 
themselves much shame and uneasiness of 
mind; they expose themselves to more se- 
vere blame and punishment from men, when 
they are found out, — as they generally are 
found out and what . is worst of all, they 
grievously offend God, from whom they can 
conceal nothing. And here I would request 
both parents and superiors, when a fault is 
committed and fairly acknowledged, not to 
be very severe and harsh in reproof or pu- 
nishment ; — but to let that severity be shown 
and felt, where there is any attempt to hide it 
by a lie. 

Another occasion on which falsehood is 
too often employed, is, in the sale and pur- 
chase of various articles of convenience or 
luxury. It is observed by the author of the 
book of Ecclesiasticus, that “sin sticketh 
close betvvejen buying and selling ’ and, I 
fear, that the sin of lying especially, some- 
times finds place in matters of dealmg and- 
traflSc. When it is employed by the buyer 
for the purpose of obtaining goods at a price 
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below their fair worth, or by the seller with 
a view to enhance their value, it becomes 
doubly sinful. It becomes falsehood and dis- 
honesty, in other words, lying and stealing, 
united together. 

I by no means pretend to enumerate all 
the many occasions or instances of lying 
perhaps those which 1 have mentioned are 
among the most frequent. I will now go on 
to offer some remarks upon its sinfulness. 

II. The sinfulness of this unworthy vice, 
is strongly suggested to us by the words of 
the text. “ Putting away lying, speak every 
“ man truth with his neighbour.” And why 2 
What reason does St. Paul give for this pre- 
cept ? The reason follows in the same verse ; 
“ For we are members one of another.” We 
are members one of another, and therefore should 
upon no account deceive, but should be influ- 
enced, in all our intercourse with each other, 
by a uniform regard to truth. 

We are members one of another, as we are 
partakers of one common nature, and formed 
to live together in society, which could not 
subsist without truth. If truth were gene- 
rally disregarded, the bonds of spcie^ would 
be broken ; mutual confidence would be de- 
stroyed ; we should not know whom to trust ; 
and should fall into the deplorable state de- 
scribed by the prophet Jeremiah : " Take ye 
" heed every one of his neighbour, and trust 
**ye not in any brother: for every brother 
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“will utterly supplant, and every neighbour 
“will walk with slanders. And they will 
“deceive every one his neighbour, and will 
“ not speak the truth ; they have taught 

their tongue to speak lies, and weary thera- 
“ selves to commit iniquity'.” This, my 
friends, is the description of people, who, 
having lost the fear of God, have thrown off 
all regard for truth and a most deplorable 
picture it is. 

Again : the proper use of language is the 
communication of our thoughts : and, as 
members of society, we are under an implied 
compact or agreement, that our words shall 
really n>ean what they express. If we wil- 
fully utter falsehood, we break this compact 
or agreement, and abuse the gift of speech, 
that gift by which we are distinguished from 
the brute creation. We are guilty, in fact, 
of a sort of injustice, of a violation of the 
natural rights of those, with whom we have 
intercourse. 

“We are,” however, “members one of 
“ another,” not only as we are partakers of a 
common nature, and are members of society, 
but much more'as we are fellow-Christians. 
“We are members one of another,” because 
we are members of the body of Christ ; and 
this sacred relation, as it unites us most 
closely together, so it makes it peculiarly in- 
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cumbent npon us, that we should speak 
" every man truth with his neighbour.* 
When we were admitted into this holy so- 
ciety, we engaged to have this regard for 
truth. We then renounced the devil and all 
his works ; and no sin is more peculiarly the 
work of the devil than lying; for, as our 
Saviour tells us, “ he is a lie and the father of 
« it‘.” 

Let us consider too, that we were baptized 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost ; and that the relation Avhich w'e bear 
to each is utterly inconsistent with falsehood. 
The glorious Being, among whose children 
and servants we were then 'enrolled, is em- 
phatically styled the God of truth a God, 
who cannot lie, all whose words are faithful 
and true, who is essential truth itself. If we 
wish to be his children, we must be “ children 
that will not lie So again, we profess to 
be the disciples of Jesus Christ. But let us 
reflect, that he was the “ faithful and true 
witness,” who “ came to bear witness to the 
" truth" and in whose mouth no guile was 
found. We must walk in truth, if we would 
be his disciples indeed. The *Holy Spirit 
also, by whose guidance all true Christians 
are conducted, is the Spirit of truth. If we 
profess to be led by him, we must be careful 
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to live according to his direction, and to 
bring forth his fruits; and the fruit of the 
Spirit is found “ in all righteousness and 
" truth.” 

Accordingly, the servants of God have 
always been distinguished by their regard for 
truth. It was one of the injunctions of the 
Jewish lawgiver, “Ye shall not — deal falsely, 
“ neither lie one to another In the book 
of Proverbs we are told that, “ lying lips are 
“ abomination to the Lord : but they that 
“ deal truly are his delight Holy David, in 
the fifteenth Psalm, lays it down as one of the 
marks or characteristics of an inhabitant of 
the heavenly Jerusalem — of him, “ who shall 
“ ascend the hill of the Lord,” — that “ he 
“ hath used no deceit with his tongue,” but 

speaketh the truth from his heart.” Of 
himself the Psalmist says, “ as for lies, 1 hate 
** and abhor them ; he that telleth lies shall 
“ not tarry in my sight.* 

From, what I have said, you will, I trust, 
sufficiently perceive that lying is a sin-— as it 
is a violation of natural justice, a violation of 
the implied agreement, the fair understand- 
ing, thajt oyr Words shall express the real 
truth; — that it is a sin most hateful to the 
God of truth ; — a sin utterly inconsistent with 
the Christian profession, utterly unworthy of 
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the Christian character; — that it is, in short, 
a sin, which is a direct and gross violation of 
our baptismal vow. 

And if the sinfulness of lying is so great 
and so evident, no doubt its punishment will 
be severe. “ He that speaketh lies shall not 
escape ’ — shall not escape shame and pu- 

nishment both in this world and the next. 
Even in this world the liar is the object of 
scorn and contempt ; so much so, that, to 
call a man by this hateful appellation — in 
common language to give a man the lie — is 
generally looked upon as one of the sorest 
affronts that can be offered. And as the liar 
is the object of contempt, so he cuts himself 
off from all the advantages of society. No 
one will trust him ; and he can hardly obtain 
belief, even when he speaks truth. And in 
the world to come, his punishment will be 
awful indeed. We are assured in the book 
of Revelations, that “ whosoever loveth and 
" maketh a lie” shall be for ever shut out 
from the heavenly Jerusalem, together with 
murderers and idolaters ; and again, that “ all 
liars shall have their part in the lake of fire 
“ and brimstone, which is the second death 
Having behaved like the children of the 
father of lies while on earth, and done his 
works, they will hereafter share his punish- 
ment. 
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I will not pretend to add any thing more to 
the passage of Scripture which I have just 
quoted. Nothing can be stronger or more 
awakening. Let us, my friends, ^th from the 
dread of these awful sufferings, and from a 
sense of what is required of us by our Christian 
hopes and Christian profession, — and above 
all from a filial love and obedience to the God 
of truth , — be unceasingly careful to “put away 
“ lying, and to speak every man truth with his 
“ neighbour.” 

You who have children, take care to bring 
them up with a strict regard to truth. Make 
them understand very early, that you can 
pass over almost any fault rather than a lie ; 
and that, if they attempt to conceal a fault by 
a falsehood, they will bring upon themselves 
your severest displeasure. Do not allow them 
to get into a habit of lying in jest. Maintain, 
on your part, a constant attention to truth. 
Never make use of deceit, as a means of pro- 
curing their obedience, but set them in all 
things an example of Christian truth and 
Christian simplicity. 

Let us all, finally, endeavour to acquire 
the habit of speaking the truth in love 
of being guided in our intercourse with each 
other by a spirit of open frankness, of sim- 
plicity, and godly sincerity. And since some 
impediment to this will arise from the re- 
mains of our native corruption, from the old 
man not being perfectly and entirely put off. 
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let us fervently seek the assistance of God ; — 
let us beg him to take from us the way of lying, 
and to cause us to make much of his law ; — let 
us implore the Spirit of truth to guide us into 
all truth, — into a habit of truth in our inter- 
course with each other, as well as to the know- 
ledge of religious truth, — and keep us in the* 
ways of truth and holiness. 

PRAYER. 

O Lord, the God of truth, who hatest a lie as being the 
w^ork of the great enemy, instil into our souls such an un- 
alterable love of truth, that no temptation may lead us into 
the ways of falsehood. Let our hearts and tongues always 
go together ; and keep far from us all manner of deceit, 
cither in words or actions. Grant this, O Lord, for the 
sake of him who came to bear witness to the truth, thy Son 
Jesus Christ. 



SERMON XX. 


HONESTY. 


EpH. iv. 28 . 

^‘Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him 
labour, uorkin;^ with his hands tlie thing which is good, 
that lie may. have to give to him that nc^eth.*’ 

Honesty is a virtue, which holds a high 
place in the estimation, even of those who 
ai'e little influenced by religion. If not al- 
ways scrupulously attentive to this virtue 
themselves, they still wish to see it observed 
by all other men. To the character of a real 
Christian it is absolutely necessary. Indeed, 
to speak of a dishonest Christian, would be a 
sort of contradiction in terms. St. Paul ac- 
cordjjigly, when laying before the Ephesians 
some of the principal virtues which it be- 
came them to practise, now that they were 
become Christians, now that they had put 
the new man, makes early mention of ho- 
nesty. “ Let him that stole, steal no more; 
“ but rather let hiin labour, working with his 
" hands the thing tliat is good, that he may 
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hath to give to him that needeth.” Far 
from depriving another of what belongs to 
him, sincere Christians — even those whp have 
least — even those who labour for what they 
get — will be glad to impart what they can 
to the necessities of others. I would here* 
remark, by the way, that if St. Paul exhorts 
even those who support themselves by la- 
bour, to be ready to give to him that need- 
eth, how much more forcibly are they called 
upon to give who have this world’s goods in 
abundance ! If they who have but little 
should gladly give of that little, certainly 
they who have much ought to give plente- 
ously ' ; — should give largely, though still 
with such sound judgment and discretion, as 
may prevent what they give from encouraging 
a habit of dependance, or any sort of idleness 
or profligacy. Upon this part of the verse, 
however, I shall not now enlarge, but shall 
confine myself to the former part of it, “ Let 
him that stole steal no more.” 

This caution of the apostle against stealings 
as well as the eighth commandment, must be 
considered as forbidding us, in whatever 
manner, to deprive another, agaiVist his will, 
of that which belongs to him. Where this 
deprivation of his property is attended witl\ 
outrage and violence, or when it is accom- 
panied with breach of trust, or the violation 
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of positive engagements, these and the like 
circumstances ai*e so many a^ravations of 
guilt, jvhich call for severer punishment. In 
every instance, however, in which w.e know- 
ingly take from another that which he is law- 
•fully possessed of, or keep back from him, 
without his consent, that which is his due, 
we act contrary to the spirit of the precept in 
the text. 

The full consideration of this precept, con- 
sequently, might lead us to take notice of 
every species of fraud and dishonesty, that 
has been invented by the mischievous inge- 
nuity, and practised by the ill-directed dex- 
terity, of fallen man. These, however, are 
unhappily so various in their forms, and so 
many in number, that it would be an endless 
labour to recount them all. I shall, therefore, 
only mention such violations of this injunc- 
tion, as, either from their frequency, or from 
their being thoughtlessly considered and 
spoken of as light and trifling ofiences, seem 
most to require it. 

And first, I wish to direct your attention 
to what are called little or petty thefts. I say 
little or' petty thefts, because I will not sup- 
pose that any of you who are present would 
be guilty of the higher and more daring kinds 
of stealing. Now with regard to Uttle thefts, 
I most readily allow, that there are some 
things so insignificq.nt in value, that they are, 
by .common usage and consent, left for who- 
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ever will be at the trouble of collecting them. 
To take, and apply to our own use, such 
things as these, is not to be considered as a 
violation of the divine law; for the consent 
of the owner may be fairly presumed. In 
every case, however, which does not clearly- 
fall under the above description of being al- 
lowed by common consent and usage, no one 
ought to venture to take any thing, however 
trifling he may think it in value, without ho- 
nestly asking his own conscience, whether he 
would equally take it if the owner were pre- 
sent and looking on. If he would not, or if 
he has any doubt upon the subject, he must 
refrain from it, till his doubts are removed 
by asking and receiving permission. Asking 
leave, indeed, is, generally speaking, so ready 
a way of’ removing such doubt, that recourse 
to it ought to be had in every case where the 
doubt exists. If you neither have leave, nor 
feel satisfied that you would have it, you can- 
not take any thing, however small its value, 
without being guilty of stealing. 

It is plain, that such leave of the owner, 
though, generally speaking, if* may fairty be 
presumed in the case of dead broken 

off by the violence of the wind, cannot be in 
any degree supposed in the taking of wood, 
•—either when actually growing, — or when 
cut by the owner,— or when applied to fen- 
cing or other purposes. , To steal wood in 
any of these or the like circumstances, is an 
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offence,' a^^inst wftlc'h tiecuHSr, f^uhishWient^ 
‘af'e eh'actM by tHe laws of thid countr|j^, anA 
is a .direct violatiori'bf tile lalvs of jCrod. ^ Id 
^ost bases of wood kUaling, tbb ^iawfel 6#ner 
Is ihjiifedj'npt .mei'eTy ito tlio artibunt ofvvhat 
“is Stolen, blit sbinb^mies' to an! exteiit which 
Can hardly be repail'ed. He that steals or 
destroys wood actually growing, for instance, 
is, in fact, responsible for what it would havo 
increased to if suffered to remain : add, con- 
sequently, if it was of such description as 
would have become ihnher, he exposes him- 
self to temporal punishment of a very heavy 
nature Thus again, if the wood was ap- 
plied to the purpose of fencing, for the pro- 
tection of the produce of the soil from cattle 
or other injury, he who steals it is in con- 
science answerable, not merely for the value 
of the wood taken, but for all the barm or 
loss, winch, in consequence of its being taken, 
is sustained. If you say that the wood is of 
hb value, of no consequence, ask' yoiU'Selvefe 
fairly whether you would venture to take it 

! ' ' It may be rigJit to remark, that the wood-steafct ife 
’particularly e^os^d to punishment. His conviction ' 
easier tlian tliat of any other tliicf. In other cases j erf? tbaft, 
it is generally nect’ssary . that the owner shov^kl ,bc, alilp to 
swear to hi^ propei^ty ; but this is not the. Case with wood, 
'^hy perspii carr>ind. a burjdeii of wood, or billing wood in 
%i^ ‘l^os^ssifyrt ^ Whicli irf 4upposcd to stolen, liiay^ be rel- 
quired »tcf gitei accouiit Wiiere dnil >if hi6> account 

is, not bf punisbt^d? tho^g^\ the owner 

nf flip wonrl i<? tinVnown 



iC yo^.i kne)y the .o^ Jt ,,sayy: 

jr you ^^Uld. ' not, be, , a6Si|fe4, i fliait , ypu 4? 

on^ in , , talcing k, — pi.aiu , 'vvprqs, are 
guilty of , stealing. • T]3,e ^yant of fuel, no 
^Ipubt, is, oftentimes a serious evil, ' an evil 
which they who have it in their pow’er ought 
to be anxious to. remedy. But a Christian 
ought to submit to this or to apy other evil, 
rather than violate the laws of his Maker. 
Religion calls upon us to part with a right 
hand, or a right eye, or even with life itself, 
rather than offend God. It allows you, and 
requires you, to love your families, and to 
provide for them ; but it does not allow you 
to love them more than the Almighty. If 
you break God’s laws in order to provide 
necessaries for them, you not only expose 
your own souls to ruin, but act as if you 
wished to turn away God’s blessing from your 
families. At the same time, you show that 
you do not put your trust in God, who has 
promised to provide his servants with all that 
is really needful. 

But it is not only by direct stealing, that 
the pi-ecept in the text is broken; it is 
broken by every kind of wilful fraud and 
dishonesty. 

In dealing in traffic there is much occa- 
sion for caution on this head, ‘ “ Sin,” says 
tlie son of Siraeh,; “ sticketh . close betvyeen 
buying land selling.’^ If> for instance, the 
seller takes advantage of the ignorance or 

o 3 
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necessities of the buyer to exact from him 
an exorbitant and unfair price ; if he, know- 
ingly, sells articles of a worse quality than 
he pretends them to,J)e of, or purposely con- 
ceals any defects or imperfections in them ; 
•he offends against the injunction in the text. 
To give a quantity less either in weight or 
in measure than he is paid for, is clearly the 
same as robbing the buyer of so much money, 
and is an offence against which there are 
especial provisions in the Old Testament. 
"Ye shall do no unrighteousness in weight 
or in measure, just balances” and “ just 
" weights shall ye have ’ " for all that do 
“ such things, and all that do unrighteously, 
" are an abomination to the Lord thy God 
And as a poor man — as indeed any man — 
has just cause to complain, if he receives in 
weight or in measure less than he pays for ; 
so, in his turn, does he give just cause of 
complaint against himself, if he gives less. 
work than he is paid for performing. As he 
feels himself injured if a shop-keeper gives 
hhn a few ounces less than he ought to have, 
so is he himsglf guilty of dishonesty, if he 
gives to wotk an hour or two less than the 
time fbr which he is hired. If he is employed 
by the day, he has sold to his employer such 
^antity of hrs time. Tf he wastes any 
part of thM; time, nr tj&es for refreshment a 

c 

^ Lev. xix. 35, 36. 


* Deut. XXV. 16. 
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larger, portion of it than is reasonable, or 
than is allowed by the custom of the country 
where he works, he defrauds his employer of 
so much time ; which, since his time is paid 
for in money, is the same as defrauding him 
of so much money. If, again, a man is hired 
to perform a certain task of work for a cer- 
tain price, and neglects to perform that" task 
to the best of his ability ; — if for the sake of 
dispatch, and of increasing the measure, of his 
work, he docs it slightly and imperfectly, 
he is guilty of similar dishonesty. There is 
one case, in which this careless manner of 
doing work is particulai'ly injurious- The 
case I mean is, where men are employed to 
thresh out grain, do not take pains effectually 
to separate it from the ear. If wilfully guilty 
of this neglect, they not only wrong their 
employers, but they also deprive the countiy 
at large of a part of the food intended for its 
subsistence. 

On the other hand, if the buyer takes 
advantage of the ignorance, or of the neces- 
sities of the seller, to induce him to part with 
his property at: a less price than . it is really 
worth; or if a master . exacts from servants 
or, labourers more work than they are well 
able to perform, or more than by the custom 
of ther, place. he : has a, righ^ to expect from 
them;, if, having engaged to,,feeid themr he 
neglects to give them sufficient food; or if 

o 4 
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be tefas6s to pEty their wage's whe'h' ‘they'aifc 
demanded, alia justly dUe; in aH'siich' and 
the like cases the law of honesty is violated,' 
and an affence comniitted against' the: goMen 
rule of doing ai tee rt'oidd be done by. 

Knowingly to pass 'bad money is so evi- 
dently the same thing as stealing to the pre- 
tended value of the money, that it is almost 
superfluous to mention it as a flagrant and 
direct offence against the divine law. 

And here I must not omit Sapng a few 
wairds upon the payment of debts. In this 
country it is the custom to deal much tipon 
trust or credit, and in many cases this cus- 
tom has its advantages. It would, however, 
be for the benefit of all parties, if it were 
much less prevalent than it is. There can, 
however, be no doubt that money which is 
due to any person for goods received from 
him, is to be looked upon as actually his pro- 
perty ; and those who incur debts which they 
know that they arc never likely to pay ; — 
those, who do not use their best bxertions to 
pay off the debts which they have incurred ; 
— or who refuse or tesent the just' demands 
of their, creditors ;— are to be looked upon 
as gfiilty of dishonesty, as' offenders 'against 
the preCep^ of the apostle. To be* angry 
with, or to reprdach, a CteditOr;' wheii he 
quietly askS for what ‘is reahy his ovtn, or*to 
seek to injure him for it, is not only most 



aod wikele$s, but also (highly 
sinful h^ tl^e sjght of the iCJod of truth aud 
ju;stiee. 

But possibly, there may be somp persons, 
who would upon no account defraud or rob 
their neighbouiv but think it no sip to defraud 
government, by evading tlie paypieut of 
sortw? pait of those duties and taxes, which 
have been lawfully imposed. I wish such 
persons to reflect, that ticm the moment any 
tax is thus imposed and has become due, it is 
to bo looked upon as the property of the 
public at large. To evade the payment of 
it consequently is to defraud the public. And 
irot only so, but as it is evidejit, that, if the 
taxes already imposed do not amount to 
what was expected from them, and are in- 
suflicieuL for the exigencies of the State, 
fresh duties must be levied ; those who evade 
tlio payment of those already in existence, 
contribute to render additional taxes neces- 
sary, and to brhig an additional burden upon 
those vvho pay them conscientiously. Such 
conduct is coiiti-ary to pommon. honesty apd 
to the injunction in the text;, aud contrary 
also to the express prccept4 qf holy writ. 
f'.Jjteuder, apitp , C^sar,” ?py5 our ’Saviour, 
^peahiug of the tributp-mopey, “thP tilings 
"iWhichai'CtCfPpsi^r’s, and uptp Qofl tl^e things 
‘'(that ,are (jfpd’sh” /iepder i/ie 

^ ’ h 

^ Matt. 21. 
o 
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ihingSi tkai iore Cc^ar’is>*^th$.t < is; ^ (pay to the 
chril goTerhiaent} uiwie!? this ‘pirdfection^ of 
■whidi you live, the taxes imposed by it. 
And thus again the apostle; ReToder theve- 
“ fore to all their dues : tribute fo whom tri- 
huie is due ; custom to whom ciMom 
■ Such are some — for I by no means pretend 
to MMimerate all-*-but such are Some of the 
many sins, ivhich offend against the precept 
in the text, which are violations of honesty. 
I know not whether it is necessary to add, 
that all who in any manner assist or encou- 
rage those who are guilty of such offences ; 
— -those especially, who, thoi^h they do not 
actually steal themselves, yet knowingly re- 
ceive or conceal things stolen by others ; — 
participate in the guilt, and, both in this 
world and the next, expo^ themselves to the 
punishment of theft. " When thou sawest a 
** thief,” says the Psalmist, " then thou con- 
" sentedst with him.” And then he adds, a 
few verses after, “ Consider this, ye that for- 
get Cod, lest I tear you in pieces, and there 
be none to deliver V’ 

The consequences of all these offences are 
most formidable?. Even in this world they 
are such, in most instances, as might be sup- 
posed sufficient to ^ter men fix)m bemg 
guilty of them. It is true that somi^ of the 
acts of dishonesty which I have mentioned 


* Roib. xiii. 7. 


* Ps.l. 18 . 22 . 
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afe S0 foequentlyrtJFactised, that they are not 
always attended < among meat with the treat- 
Boent which they merit. : Generally speaking, 
howesver; you must be fully sensible^ that 'he 
who is guilty of stealing or fraud, exposes 
himself to deserved shame, and contempt, 
and reproach ; that his society is shumred ; 
that he sometimes cuts himself off from the 
naeans of procuring a livelihood ; and de- 
prives himself of that protection and assist- 
ance, which sooner or later, are generally 
bestowed iq)on honest industry. Even if his 
dishonest practices are, for a time, attended 
with seeming success, yet from that he de- 
rives no real advantage, which can make 
amends to him for the loss of his chai'acter, 
of the respect of those among whom he lives, 
and of the inward peace of his own mind. 
At the best, he cannot long enjoy his dis- 
honest gains, his wages of iniquity; and the 
time is rapidly approaching when he will 
lament his dishonesty from the bottom of his 
heart. “ He that getteth riches,” says the 
prophet, “ and not by tight, shall leave them. 
“ in the midst . of his days, and at his end 
shall be a fool At his ehd he will deeply 
feel that he has been guilty of the greatest 
fMy ; that he has spent his labour for that 
“ which iwofiteth not,” and , has acquired 
Wealth to his own hurt. For in the world 


* Jer. xvif. 11. 
o f? 
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to come, which he iwill th 0 n,ibe.«i)oufc,.to en^ , 
tet,, thei' consequences ' of his. dishOneslty iwiH . 
be. most awful. . Wte are repeatedly tdl4 that 
the thief — and. under that general name may. 
be Gcmaprehended. all n.’Uful violdtions lof lion 
nesty-i— shall not inherit the kingdom of God,, 
but shall have his part with , those unhappy 
beings, who 'are doomed to suffer the ven- 
geance, of eternal hre. 

In every point of view therefore, and upon 
every account, it is of the last importance 
to us both as men and as. Christians, — as we 
value our character or our comfort in this 
world, or the salvation of our souls in the 
world to come, — to maintain an inflexible 
honesty of conduct, to be invariably just and 
true in all our dealings. In every part of 
our intercourse with each other, we should 
bear in mind the golden rule laid down by 
our . Saviour : “ Whatsoever ye would that 
“ men should do unto you, do ye even so to 

them.’’ In every transaction w'hich in any 
degree relates to gain or profit ; in every in- 
stance of conduct, which can in any way be 
referred to the principle of honesty ; — parti- 
cularly if unhappily we should be tempted 
to deprive another of his property, whether 
by open violence, or by secret fraud or pil- 
fering ; — we should put ourselves in his 
place, and consider fairly and imjrartially 
in what manner w'e should then expect, and 
think we had a right,' to be treated, and upon 
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no- accbunt do that "to another which we 
wbiald not bAvo done to ourselves. This,, I 
must again repeat' it, should be tb© invariable 
rule of our conduct towards men; and to 
those who walk by this rule, and in all other 
parts of their conduct are influenced by 
similar religious principles, peace be oil them 
and mercy ; and may they, through the me- 
rits and atonement of Christ, be numbered 
among the true Israel, the chosen of God. 

TTIE PRAYER. 

( From the TVIwle Duly of Man.) 

O God of righteousness and justice, cleanse my heart 
and hands from all fraud and injustice, and gi\e me per- 
fect integrity tind upr!j,htncSs in all my dealings. Grant 
that I may most sti ictlv obscre c that sacred rule, of doing 
as I would he done liy. Mahe me careful to render to 
every one his due, and may so behave myself towards all, 
that none m;ty have any evil thing to say of me ; or, how- 
ever, that I may hy keeping innocency, and taking heed to 
the thing that 5s right, have peace at the last, througlt 
Jesus Christ dur Lord. 
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Eph- iv. ^G. 

Be ye angry, and sin not : let not the sun go down 
upon your wrath. 

There is perhaps no passion of the human 
mind, which more requires to be carefully 
W'atched, and kept within strict bounds, than 
the passion of anger. None of you will dis- 
pute the truth of this assertion, when you 
consider the many and the great evils, which 
this passion occasions in the w'orld, — when 
you think how it breaks the peace of society, 
destroys good neighbourhood, and ruiirs the 
harmony of families. At the same time, 
there is. hardly ^ny tault, which seems to oc- 
casion less shame and remorse, in those who 
are subject to it. Nothing is more common, 
than to hear persons who are in the habit of 
giving way to excessive violence of temper, 
treating it ,as a light and excusable failing. 
They acknowledge "with a readiness, which 
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shows how little they are ashamed of it, that 
certainly they are apt to be passionate ; that 
they are disposed to it by their constitution ; 
— but that it is soon over, as they never hear 
malice. This idea, that they do not bear 
malice, seems to set them at ease, and they 
apparently feel no scruple in giving way to 
a passion, which, in its excess, is at variance 
with the express precepts, and with the 
w'hole spirit and genius, of the Christian re- 
ligion. 

The opposite quality to wrath or excessive 
anger, is meekness ; and meekness is laid 
down, both by Christ and by his Apostles, 
as one of the leading graces of the Christian 
character. The former, near the beginning 
of his sermon on the mount, says, “ Blessed 
" are the meek And soon after, in the 
same divine discourse, he warns us against 
the danger of causeless anger ; ** Whosoever* 
‘*is angry with his brother without a cause 
"shall be in danger of the judgment*.” In 
another place he proposes his own meekness 
as a pattern for us to follow — " learn of me ; 
" for I am meek — meek and lowly in heart®.* 
St. Paulgwhen exhorting the* Colossians to 
acquire the character of real Christians, en- 
joins them to "put off anger, wrath,” and 
"malice,” and to "put oil meekness, long- 

f ' 

* Matt. v.'S. ‘ ’MaA. v. 22. * Matt. xi. 29. , 
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*^8u(Fewng,’^ .and forbearauee.^j. , 
sitti'ilar' passage to .the lEplwsiaiis^ cautipnsi 

them iwitbe words ofi the text^i" Be y0 apgii55>, 
“and -sin not; letaot: the sun gotfdowip upon 
“ your wrath and again in the^.ctHtcJnding. 
vfersBs ®f the < chapter, “ Let all bittentoss, 
“ and^ revrith, and anger, and clamQW,i and 
^‘■evil'-sp^king, be put away, from you,- with 
"all malice ; and.be ye kind c*ne to another, 
“tender-hearted, forgiving one anptlier,: even 
“as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
“■you.” 

It is my wish to enforce these precepts p£ 
Christ and of St. PauU In order to which, 
1 shall, 

' First, mention a few reasons .for consider- 
ing anger as not Ijeing absolutely sinful in 
itself : ■ ' 

I shall, secondly, point out some . of the 
very many' instances, in which it is sinful : 

• And shall conclude, by laying before you a 
few hints of advice, on tiie means of restrain- 
ing this liead-stroog passion. ,, , 

' I. And, ‘first, that anger is not in itself , ab- 
solutely anfuL may he inferred . both, from 
the words of. tire text*; and from, the .passagiS 
in the sermon on the mount already alluded 
to. When the apostle says, “be ye angry, 
“’and sip' not;” VO ' may 'at once conclude, 

' Col. iii. 8. 12 . 
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that it' is 'Very possible to be angry, ■without 
being guilty of sin ; and the judgment de?* 
nouneed by ■ our Saviour is not against all 
anger in ■whatever circumstances, but against 
mger imthmt came *. 

We infer too, that anger is not in itself 
sinful, from the circumstance, that God him- 
self is repeatedly represented in Scripture as 
being angry. For though the supreme Being 
is not really subject to any passion, and all 
such representations are made merely in 
condescension to the weakness of our capa- 
cities, for the purpose of setting forth in a 
more lively manner the evil consequences of 
sin to those who are guilty of it; yet cer-* 
tainly such representations would not have 
been made, had anger been m itself abso- 
lutely sinful. Our blessed Lord during bis 
ministry, ‘‘though in all points tempted as 
“we are,” was yet perfectly “without sin,” 
but he appears to have been repeatedly in- 
fluenced by a holy anger. At one time we 
are told, that he looked upon those about 
him “ with anger, being grieved for the 
“ hardness of their hearts He appears to 
have been influenced by a zerfl jiear .akin to 


f He i* angry; without slnuwho^ is angry only on such 
occasions — with such persons — in such manner — at siich 
time — and for such continuance — as he ought. Ahp. 
Seeker. . 

“ Mark iii! 5, 
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anger, when he drove the money-changers 
from the temple ; and repeatedly, on other 
occasions, he was moved with indignation, 
or anger, at the hjrpocrisy and worldliness of 
the Jewish teachers. Many also of the most 
distinguished servants of God, both in the 
Old and in the New Testament, appear to 
have been influenced by this passion, not 
only without blame, but, humanly speaking, 
to thefr honour. Such was the anger of 
Moses, when he witnessed the low idolatry 
of the Israelites * ; such was the anger of 
David, against the murderers of Ishbosheth 
and the lawless pride of the sons of Zeniiah; 
such was the indignation of Nehemiah, 
against the transgressors of the divine law “ ; 
and such was the just anger of St. Paul on 
many occasions, recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles, or alluded to in his Epistles. 

Anger (within due limits) is not only law- 
ful, but right and praiseworthy, when it is 
occasioned by sincere zeal for the glory of 
God, and for the interests of religion ; or by 
a real regard for truth, justice, or mercy. Aa 
it is good to be “ zealously affected in a good 
thing V’ so. it is good to be angry, when 
we see God dishonoured, his laws broken, 
the innocent wronged, or the poor oppressed. 
Though even on such occasions we should 


* Estod. xxxii. 1$. 

* Nebetniah xiii* 


* 2 Sam. iv. 
*GaI.iv.l8. 
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endeavour to be angry with the sin, rather 
than the sinner, for whom, as an erring bro- 
ther, we should feel pity and compassion. 
And where we ourselves are wilfully wronged, 
it is not only natural, but right, that we 
should feel some emotions of resentment. 
This passion, indeed, appears to have been 
implanted in the original constitution of our 
nature, before it was corrupted by the fall, 
as the ready instrument of preventing or of 
repelling injury, and for the restraint of evil- 
doers. 

But though in such instances as those 
above mentioned, anger is without sin, yet I 
fear it is sinful in nineteen out of twenty of the 
cases in which we give way to it. Some of 
them I will shortly notice. 

II. Anger, then, is sinful, whenever it is 
excited against those persons or things, 
which are not the proper objects of it; — 
whenever it is excited entirely -without cause, 
or to a greater degree than the cause of it 
•will warrant; — whenever it leads on to -vio- 
lent words or actions ; — and then, especially, 
is it sinful, when it takes lasting possession 
of the mind, and settles into liabit qf malice 
or hatred. 

And, first, anger is sinful, when it is ex- 
cited against a being or person that is not 
the proper object of it. Of such sin are we 
guilty, wlJ^en we are so destitute of religion 
and oommcoi' sense, as tb allow ourselves to 
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be an^ry with Go^, an^ with thq ,|}ispensa^ 
t|ions of his providence. Gotl is himself in- 
finitely perfect ; ana all that he does is just 
and right. We cannot, therefore, be too 
much on our guard, against giving way to 
any disposition to murmur and repine — 
either in great things or in small — against 
%vhat is ordered by his will. If we are angry 
with the station and circumstances in W'hich 
Providence has placed us ; or if, instead of 
being resigned under the calamities which 
fill! on us, we complain as if we were hardly 
and injuriously dealt by, our anger is sinful. 
The same may be said, when we are fretful 
and impatient under the many little unto- 
ward accidents which frequently occur : when, 
for instance, w’e are out of humour with the 
weather, and murmur because the seasons 
are not such as our wishes would make 
them. 

We offend too most decidedly against the 
precepts of the text, when we arc angry with 
those who gently admonish us of our faults, 
and advise us to correct them. Brotherly 
admonition is really an instance of the truest 
kindness. If. instead of being thankful for 
it, and endeavouring to amend, we so far 
Bsten to an evil pride as to be ojfendedf wc act 
both foolishly and sinfully. 

Another instance of anger, which is very 
foolish and blameable, is the anger which is 
excited against objects unendowed with rea- 
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sblii' !Sti,c|l''is tkb 'abgev iy’hich' is so^etiipj^s 
Mt aj^a^'b'st 66rij Tiitue ;chil(li‘6jfi ;' iagainst 
animals; aiid evetv'agaiii^ inanimate oBjWts, 
Sbme Persons' are so 'sttVisteless, as to alto^ 
tliemsclves' to Idg iti a jidsitipii vyitli tlie horse 
•Or cdw which does not imihediately do as 
they wish,— perhaps because it follows the 
mere impulse of itis nature,— or with , thp 
tool ' which does not readily perform its 
ofiice, — or with the block or stone, against 
which they have heedlessly hurt themselves. 
" He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly ’ 
especially he who is angry on such occasions 
as these. Parents or nurses, who teach a 
child to beat the chair or table' against which 
it has run, and to express its little resentment 
against every person or thing that happens 
to hurt or offend it, are thoughtlessly encou- 
raging a habit of giving way to angci*, which 
will make them a nuisance both to themselves 
and to others in this life, and perhaps ruin their 
souls in the life to come. 

Again, abger is always unreasonable and 
sinful, when it is occasioned by comparative 
ir'ifles. A heedless w'ord, for instance, ’ a 
■casual look or mere inadvcrtcVice, will stir 
hjr a' degree of anger in 'Some mchi at‘ which 
those, whose passiohs are well reguli|.ted, are' 
justly astonished. Th6 ’ dngry man himself 
must fed, attid often does fed, iip little degre^ 


* Provi xiv. if. 
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of shame, -when in his cooler moments he 
considers, how trifling was the circumstance, 
which he weakly permitted to make his blood 
boil, and to throw his mind into a sort of 
tempest. 

Even when it has some cause, yet anger, 
on whatever occasion, is sinful, when it is so 
violent as to get the better of our reason, 
and deprive us of the proper government of 
ourselves. It then becomes what the Scrip- 
toes appear to express by the term zeratk, 
and what in common language is called rage. 
The greatesi provocation will not justily this 
excessive and ungovernable passion. Such 
anger is too apt to lead on to violent words, 
and perhaps to violent actions, even to strik- 
ing and wounds. Too many men, when in 
a passion, immediately give vent to it, in 
injurious reproachful language — perhaps in 
curses and imprecations, in calling down the 
vengeance, the damnation of God upon the 
person or thing which has offended them. 
Their angry language, probably, raises a 
similar storm of passion in the bosom of him 
who is the object of their wrath ; one angry 
word produces another ; and they go on, 
mutually rising in bitterness and wrath, till 
their passion knows no bounds. Let not 
such persons, when again cool, speak peace 
to their consciences, by saying that they are 
sorry for what they said and did, but that 
they were in a passion, and could not help it. 
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I say to them as I say to drunkards ; you are 
strictly answerable for all the sins of which 
you are guilty in that state, as weU as for 
the great additional sin of throwing off the 
government of reason and religion. It is 
against such excesses that St. Paul cautions 
us a few verses after the text : “ Let all bit- 
“ terness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour,'’ 
that is, loud and violent language, "and 
“ evil-speak'mg,” calling reproachful, abusive 
names, “be put away from you, with all 
“ malice Certainly nothing can be more 
unworthy of a Christian, more unbecoming 
in one who professes to be a disciple of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, of him “who, when 
“ he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he 

suffered, threatened not*.” 

Sometimes, instead of expressing itself in 
violence of language and manner, anger takes 
the form of sulleuness and ill-humour, which 
is displeased Avith every thing, even with 
kind offices, and attempts at reconciliation. 
It then becomes a most irksome inmate of 
the breast, painful and distressing both to 
him who is influenced by it, and to all who 
come within reach of his unhappy temper. 

The last instance of sinful anger, which I 
shall now mention, is, when it settles into a 
spirit of mdice and ill-will. It is against 
this, especially, tliat the apostle warns us in 


* Eph. iv. 31, 
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the text, " Be ye angry and sin not,” — ^you 
may possibly have reasonable cause for a 
well-regulated anger — but, at all events, “ let 
"not the sun go down upon your wrath,” 
never retire to rest in an unforgiving temper, 
or with a spirit of ill-will seated in your 
bosom. St. Paul adds, "neither give place 
" to the devil.” By yielding to a spirit of 
malice, you give an advantage to your great 
enemy, which he will perliaps improve to your 
utter ruin. 

There is, I think, nothing against which 
our Saviour more earnestly cautions us, than 
against an unforgiving disposition. He en- 
forces the necessity of forgiveness by precept, 
by striking parables, and, most powerfully, 
by his own example. He expressly assures 
us, that " if we forgive not men their tres- 
“ passes, neither will our heavenly Father 
" forgive us and his apostles, in a variety 
of passages, enforce the same doctrine. We 
can, hardly, therefore, be too much upon our 
guard against any thing approaching to ma- 
lice, or a desire of revenge ; and the danger 
that there always is, if we give way to anger, 
that it will lead us to a settled spirit of ill- 
will, should induce us to restrain it within 
the strictest bounds. Anger " resteth” — re- 
mains settled — " in the bosoms of fools,” and 
of fools only. 

In short, anger is evil and dangerous in so 
many ways, and upon so many accounts, that 
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if we reflect' at all, we must feel the ftn'ce of 
the representations against it in holy Scrip- 
ture. We are told, that while, on the other 
hand, “ he that is slow to wrath is of great 
“ understanding ' so, on the other, “ he that 
“ is soon angry, dealeth foolishly ; and he that 
“ is hasty of spirit exalteth folly 

III. Let us, therefore, my friends, do all 
that we can to get the better of this headstrong 
and turbulent ])assion. If any of us are by 
nature particularly inclined to it, — are of a 
passionate disposition, — that is a reason for 
taking the greater pains, and being the moi'e 
watchful, and praying the more earnesth/, in 
order to get the better of it; — but no excuse 
at all for giving way to it without resistance. 
Whatever sin most easily besets us, we should 
strive against that sin with especial care. 
If we are by nature inclined to Avrath, there is 
the greatest reason why we should try to 
acquire — to put on — ^the spirit of meekness. 
Consider that a proneness to anger is generally 
a mark of a weak mind. We see it most in 
madmen, who are deprived of reason ; in chil- 
dren, whose reason is not yet matured ; and in 
those whose reason is weakened* by infirmity 
or sickness. On the other hand, the getting 
the mastery of a tendency to anger is a proof 
of strength of mind, and of religious principle, 
aided by divine grace. The wise man tells us, 

* Prov. xiv. 29. * Prov. xiv. 17. 29. 
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that “ he that is slow to anger is better than 
" the mighty ; and he that ruleth his spirit 
“ than he that taketh a city 

Give me your attention \vhile I suggest one 
or two hints, which may assist you in getting 
the better of anger. In the hrst place, en- 
deavour to conquer pride. “ Only by pride 
" Cometh contention “ and pride is the chief 
source of anger. ]Men who are puffed up with 
a conceit of their own worth and importance, 
are apt to take offence at every trifling circum- 
stanee. They are (mgry if their persons and 
every thing helonging to them are not treated 
with the respect which they think their due. 
They are angry if their advice is not followed, 
if their opinion is neglected. If there was no 
such thing as j)ride in tlie world, there would 
hardly be any sinful anger. This, doubtless, 
is the reason why humility and meekness are 
so constantly united in the precepts of holy 
writ, in the passages, especially, which I have 
already referred to. In short, if we are humble, 
we shall not be pamonate; and if we are in the 
habit of being soon and violently angry, we 
may be pretty sure that tve have much evil 
pride at work within us. 

Another important piece of advice is, to 
check the Jirst beginning of anger. Endeavour 
to suppress the first emotions of it in your 
bosom ; and, at all events, do not give vent or 


* Prov. xvi. 32 . 
* 


* Prov. xiii. 10. 
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expression to them, till you have taken time 
to consider whether you have just cause for 
resentment, whether you do well to he angry. 
“ The beginning of strife,” and so also the 
beginning of anger, “ is as when one letteth 
“ out water : therefore leave off contention, 
“ before it be meddled with If we give 
utterance to angry words, the storm of passion 
will go on increasing till it knows no bounds. 
The like conduct we should observe when 
any one is angry with us ; remembering, that 
“ a soft answer turneth away wrath and 
“ yielding pacifieth great offences “ but 
" grievous words stir up anger It will be 
wise too, as far as we can, to avoid being much 
in the company of men who are in the habit 
of giving w’ay to violent anger, and who will 
be likely to lead us into the same fault. 
“ Make no friendship with an angry man ; 
“ and w'ith a furious man thou shalt not go : 
“ lest thou learn his w'ays, and get a snare to 

thy souP.” 

We must also endeavour to moderate our 
attachment to the trifling and perishable 
things of this present world. If ^we are eager 
in the pursuit of the honours, the riches, or 
the pleasures of life, we shall be apt to be 
angry and out of humour w'hen that pursuit is 
unsuccessful. If we set our hearts on w’orldly 


* Prov. xvii. 14. ’ Pro>^. xv. 1. and Eccl. x. 4, 

^ Prov. xxii. 24, 25. 
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vanities and enjoyments, we shall be vexed 
and irritated when disappointed of them. The 
more we can succeed in setting our affections 
on things above, and not on things on the 
earth, the less shall we be exposed to be car- 
ried away by sinful anger. 

Finally, let us earnestly beseech that Being, 
among the distinguishing fruits of whose in- 
fluence are love and peace, that he would pour 
into our hearts a spirit of gentleness ; that he 
would enable us to check, to put away from 
us, all violent anger, and wrath, and clamour ; 
and to walk continually in all lowliness and 
meekness, forbearing one another, and forgiv- 
ing one another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any. 


THE PRAYER. 

O Almighty God, who alone canst order the unruly wills 
and affections of sinful men, suppress in me that pride 
from whence cometh anger and contention ; grant me grace 
to put away all bitterness, and wTath, and anger, and all 
malice. However I am tempted and provoked, make me 
still to possess my soul in patience y and not to be overcome 
of evil, butovercofne evil with good. Enable me to follow 
the example of meekness and forbearance given by thy Son, 
in whose name I beseech thee to hear my prayers. 



SERMON XXII. 


FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 


Eph. iv. 32. 

“ Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you.” 

There are few instances in which the spirit of 
tlie world and the spirit of Christ — in other 
words, the old and the nezo man — are more 
opposed to each other, than they are in the 
manner in w'hich they severally behave under 
injuries, whether real or imaginary. 

That we should feel, and in the first in- 
stance, resent, every wrong intentionally of- 
fered to us, appears indeed to have formed 
a part of the original constitution of our 
nature. This bare momentmy resgntment, 
therefore, considered in itself, is hardly to 
be looked upon as sinful. It becomes sinful, 
however, when it obtains fixed possession of 
the mind ; when it drives from it that good 
will, which we are bound to feel towards 
all men, even towards those who least de- 

p 3 
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serve it at our hands; still more, when it 
leads us to wish their hurt ; and more, above 
all, when it prompts us to seek to harm them 
ourselves, and thus assume the character of 
the fierce and malignant passion of revenge. 
To this passion, however, hateful and perni- 
cious as it is, we are all of us by the dictates 
of our corrupted nature, by the spirit of the 
old man, but too prone. When any wrong is 
offered us, the first impulse of that nature is 
to exclaim, I will be avenged on my enemy ; 
" I will do so to him, as he hath done to me ; 
“ I will render to the man according to his 
“ work So prevalent indeed is this feel- 
ing, and so commanding the power which it 
too generally acquires, that it is often able to 
exalt itself, in the opinion of the unthinking, 
almost into a virtue. It is then looked upon 
as a mark of a high and manly spirit, and the 
disposition recommended in the text, the dis- 
position to forgive injuries, and to maintain 
a readiness to do good offices to those who 
have been guilty of them, is not unfrequently 
reproached with meanness, and considered 
as the mark of a soul deficient in energy and 
resolution. There are men who can even 
boast of cherishing this feeling; who when 
they have suffered, or imagine that they have 
suffered, any wrong, declare their determina- 
tion never to forgive it, never to rest till they 


* Prov. xxiv. 29. 
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have repaid the injury, till they have grati- 
fied that revenge. They may perhaps pre- 
tend to acknowledge, that they know such 
conduct to be morally wrong ; but make the 
acknowledgment in such manner, as if they 
were secretly proud of acting contrary to it, 
and as if they were satisfied that the strength 
of natural feeling was sufficient excuse or 
justification. 

Such a disposition, however, and the con- 
duct which naturally results from it, is to- 
tally at variance with the express injunctions, 
and with the whole spirit, of our holy Reli- 
gion, utterly inconsistent with the Christian 
character. Both the Divine Author of that 
religion, and those to whom he entrusted the 
care of teaching and extending it among men, 
insist on nothing more earnestly and repeat- 
edly, than on the duty of forgiving those who 
injure us, the duty of abstaining from every 
feeling and indulgence of revenge. “Ye 

have heard that it hath been said,” says our 
Saviour, near the very beginning of the public 
exercise of his ministry, “ Thou shalt love 
“ thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But 
“ I say unto you. Love youf •enemies, bless 
“ them that curse you, do good to them that 
“ hate you, and pray for them that despite- 
“ fully use you and persecute you His 
apostles in like manner exhort us not to ren- 


' Matt. V. 44. 
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der " evil fijr evil, or railing for railing ’ to 
recompense to no man evil for evil * “ to 
“ conduct oiirselves with all lowliness, and 
“ meekness, and long-suffering ; forbearing 
“ one another, and forgiving one another, if 
“ any man have a quarrel against any 

Nothing can be plainer than these injunc- 
tions ; nothing more easy to understand. 
And it is equally plain, that the writers of 
the New Testament invariably represent a 
readiness to forgive, as the distinguishing 
mark of a real Christian, as indispensably 
required of those who wish to walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith they are called 
Consequently to allow ourselves to cherish 
any emotions of hatred, to indulge in any 
feelings of revenge against those who have 
injured us, is in sotne sort to renounce our 
claim to the name of Christian. 

But perhaps we are ready to acknowledge 
the truth of this in general, to confess that 
generalhf speakmg, revenge is unlawful ; — 
but that in such and such instances we have 
been so grievously injured, that it is not only 
allowable, but even a duty. The precepts of 
our Lord and' his apostles, however, admit 
not of such exceptions. They arc universal, 
and extend to all imaginable cases ; and in no 
instance whatever do they permit us to hate 


^ 1 Peter iii. 9. 

® CoL iii. 12, 13. 
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any one ; in no instance do, they qjlow us to 
revenge ourselves, however great the wrong 
done unto us may be, or however it may be 
heightened by aggravating circumstances. 

The right to' revenge belongs not to any 
creature. “ It is written. Vengeance is 
“ mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord To 
seek to avenge ourselves with our own hand, 
is invading the prerogative of Him, to whom 
alone “ belongeth vengeance and recom- 
pense 

Where the will of our heavenly Master is 
so clearly and decidedly made known to us, 
nothing more, certainly, ought to be neces- 
sary to induce us to comply with the exhorta- 
tion in the text. The passion of revenge, 
however, is apt to take such strong hold on 
the mind, that any additional argument for 
such compliance can hardly be looked upon 
as superfluous. One or two such arguments 
I will now proceed to lay before you. Let 
me hope that they will not be without their 
weight ; that they will not be found devoid 
of practical influence, where such influence is 
requisite. 

And first ; we ought to check every emo- 
tion of revenge from mere worldly prudence, 
and from considerations of our own comfort 
and interest in this world. There is, I know, 
a saying, that revenge is sweet. That at the 


* ’ Dcut. xxxii. 35, 
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moment of its gratification it may produce a 
sensation of pleasure, of exultation, and tri- 
umph, I by no means deny; but without 
stopping to enlarge on the hateful — the dia- 
bolical — nature of such exultation, I must 
observe, (and I believe the experience of 
every one who has felt it will testify the 
truth of the observation,) that the pain and 
uneasiness it occasioned while it was rank- 
ling in the bosom, far more than counter- 
balanced the pleasure produced by its gratifi- 
cation. 

But let us now consider what the conse- 
quences would be — what, sometimes, the con- 
sequences actually are — when those malignant 
feelings are indulged. 

A man, we will suppose, has received, or 
thinks that he has received, some injuiy. 
The first emotion of his soul is a wish to re- 
taliate, to repay the injury done unto him. 
Now, as every one is an unfair judge in his 
own case, and, where he is himself concerned, 
very apt to see things in a false light, which 
represents them as being very different from 
what they really are, it is probable, indeed 
almost certainj that the injury which he 
thinks he has received will appear much 
greater than it actually is. Perhaps the 
effect of mere ignorance, inadvertence, or 
mistake, will in his eyes be converted into an 
injury, though none was intended, or even 
thought of. This ’injury, whether real or 
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only imagined, he determines to revenge ; 
but, from the false estimate he has formed, 
his revenge will probably be excessive ; far 
beyond the wrong which occasioned it. He is 
now, instead of suffering, become the aggres- 
sor, and his enemy will in his turn seek to re- 
taliate. And thus they will be in danger of 
going on, in an interchange of wrongs and mu- 
tual ill-offices, till a deadly spirit of hatred is 
formed, which the authority of human laws can 
hardly prevent from satisfying itself with blood, 
and which, where such laws do not exist, does, 
in fact, proceed to eveiy evil word and work *. 
“ The beginning of strife,” says the wise man, 
“ is as when one letteth out water And 
again, “ as coals are to burning coals and wood 
“ to fire so are such contentious men to 
kindle strife ^ 

We should act wisely, if, instead of thus 
giving way to a sense of injury, we set our- 
selves quietly to consider wliat circumstances 
may be pleaded in mitigation of it. We 
should endeavour to make all fair allowances 
for the person who has offended us ; and 
consider, in the first place, whether he really 
intended it ; and if he did, wljether it was not 
under some mistaken impression, ’ whether, 
indeed, his conduct might not be attributed, 
even to some proper motive. We should re- 


* Sec Bishop Butler's sermon on this subject. 

* Prov. xvii. 14. • ’ Prov. sxvi. 21. 
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fleet how apt we are to be blinded by self- 
love in any case which affects ourselves, and 
how apt that principle is to magnify trifles. 
Let us reflect too, how often we ourselves 
fail in what is due to other men ; how inat- 
tentive we are to their interests, how for- 
getful sometimes of the sort of I'espect which 
we ought to pay to them. We should think 
it hard if all our inadvertencies and mistakes 
should be construed into intentional offences, 
and resented as serious wrongs. Let us give 
to others the same indulgence which we 
expect oui’selves, and the occasions of deep 
resentment, revenge, and quarrelling, will be 
greatly lessened. 

Such forbearance is dictated not by religion 
only, but by common sense, and a regard for 
our own peace and comfort. If at the same 
time we cultivate a deep feeling of humility, 
and are penetrated with the conviction of our 
own unworthiness, wdth the sense that we 
have but little real claim to respect or atten- 
tion, this conviction will cut off the principal 
occasions of offence, and, consequently, will 
leave us comparatively little room for the 
exercise of the, virtue of forgiveness of inju- 
ries ; and will render it easy in the cases in 
which it is called for. 

- As, however, neither the forbearance, nor 
the degree of humility which I have alluded 
to, are very common, I must call your atten- 
tion to the powerful arguments for forgive- 
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ness which are proposed to us in the Scrip- 
tures. 

One of the most forcible of these, is that 
which is furnished by the example of our 
Saviour, “ Even as Christ forgave you,” says 
St. Paul to the Colossians, “ so also do ye'.” 
Christ, the Scriptures assure us, came into 
the world to purchase the pardon of our sins, 
by laying down his life for our sakes, by un- 
dergoing, in our stead, the punishment which 
our iniquities deserved. And this he did, 
while we were in a state of enmity with him. 
While we were yet sinners, and enemies to 
him through wicked works “ in due time 
" Christ died for the ungodly k” He gave 
too a striking and beautiful example of for- 
giveness, when at the time of his crucifixion 
he prayed for his murderers. “ Father, for- 
“ give them ; for they know not what they 
“ do ‘.” Surely, the least return which we 
can offer for such unmerited mercy, is to 
endeavour to comply with his repeated ex- 
hortations to us to follow' his example; 
and in this instance of meekness and forgive- 
ness of injuries above all others, for in this 
he particularly proposed himself, to our imita- 
tion. 

Our blessed Lord, when enforcing the 
necessity of our forgiving those who have 


^ Col. iii. 13, 
® Rom. V. 6. 
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wronged us, dwells much upon the forgive- 
ness held forth to us by God, and upon the 
disproportion which any injuries which can 
be offered to us by our fellow men, bear to 
our offences against him. Our sins against 
God are countless; « yea, they are more 
" in number than the hairs of our head * ” 
They are attended too with the aggravation 
of being committed against One, who is higher 
than the highest, and excellent in power; 
against one to whom we are indebted for 
every blessing that ^ve enjoy. And yet he 
continues to bear with us; he continues to 
be kind even “ to the unthankful and to the 
** evil^, ’ and “ sendeth rain on the just and on 
“ the unjust To forgive the offences com- 
mitted against ourselves, therefore, is to fol- 
low the example, to imitate one of the most 
glorious perfections or attributes of God, the 
attribute of mercy ; it is, to adopt the lan- 
guage of our Saviour, to become, in some 
sort, “ the children of the Highest.” And, on 
the other hand, we are assured, that if we re- 
fuse to forgive those who have wronged us, 
neither can we hope for forgiveness of our 
offences at God’s hand. We might almost 
infer thus much from the natural suggestions 
of our own minds. Of ourselves, we must 
think it probable, that we shall be dealt with 
hereafter as we deal with others now. It is 
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just and reasonable that it should be so. 
This natural feeling is strongly expressed by 
that sagacious observer of mankind, the au- 
thor of the book of Ecclesiasticus. “ He that 
revengeth shall find vengeance from the 
“ Lord, and he will surely keep his sins in 
“ remembrance. Forgive thy neighbour the 
“ hurt that he hath done unto thee, so shall 
" thy sins also be forgiven when thou prayest. 
“ One man beareth hatred against another, 
“ and doth he seek pardon from the Lord ? He 
“ showeth no mercy to a man which is like 
himself ; and doth he ask forgiveness of his 
own sins ' ?” 

We are assured by the highest authority, 
that this argument for the forgiveness of in- 
juries is founded in truth. Our Lord him- 
self repeatedly warns us, that if we forgive 
not, we shall not be forgiven by God. It 
was to illustrate this truth, and to bring it 
home to the consciences of his hearers, that 
he introduced the striking parable of the un- 
forgiving servant^, who, though he owed his 
lord ten thousand talents, yet refused to bear 
with his fellow-servant who owed him only 
an hundred pence. The consequences of his 
refusal you well know'. He was delivered 
to the tormentors, till he should pay” to 
his lord “ all that was due to him.” You 
know also our Saviour’s application of the 
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parable ; " So likewise shall my heavenly 
“ Father do also unto you, if ye from your 
“ hearts forgive not every one his brother 
“ their trespasses.” We must forgive from 
our hearts. It is not enough to abstain from 
ill-offices, and outward expressions of ill-will. 
If we still hear hatred in our hearts; if we 
wish hariTi to them, though we harm them 
not ourselves ; if we rejoice when we hear 
of any harm happening to them, our forgive- 
ness is not complete. This consideration is 
of so powerful a nature, that it ought always 
to be present with us, and that it might be 
thus present with us, our Lord has made it 
a part of our daily prayers, in wdiich we beg 
God to forgive us our trespasses, only so far 
as we forgive them that trespass against us : 
— in other words, we tell him not to forgive 
us, if we ourselves are unforgiving. Reflect 
for a moment upon the dreadful consequences 
of having our sins unforgiven by God : and 
surely nothing more can he necessary to in- 
duce you to comply with the exhortation of 
the text. Upon the first rising of any emo- 
tion of malice or revenge, recollect that if 
you give way ho those dark feelings, you give 
way to {hem at your peril. You may ipdeed, 
by gratifying them, hurt your enemy, but 
the evil which you inflict upon yourself is, 
beyond all comparison, greater than any you 
can do to him ; for you will thus deprive 
yourself of the forgiveness of God, and will 
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bring the dreadful penalty of your sins down 
upon your head. 

Let us then, my friends, continually strive, 
and watch, and pray, against every approach 
to an unforgiving disposition, against every 
desire for, or attempt at, revenge. Let us 
not keep the remembrance of either real or 
fancied wrongs rankling in our bosoms, 
under the pretence that we can forgive, but 
not forget. It may be true, that we cannot 
always literally forget ; but let us take heed 
that this be not made a cloak to cover a 
secret feeling of ill-will, or lui'king enmity of 
heart. The wrongs that are done unto us 
cannot greatly hurt us, if -we will not let 
them. To pass them over is a mark of real 
greatness and manliness of soul ; it is the 
glory of a man “ to pass over a transgres- 
“ sion And, what is of more consequence, 
forgiveness is a necessary part of the cha- 
racter of a real Christian, of him who has put 
on the new man. 

Let us therefore earnestly beseech the 
Spirit of grace, to pour into our hearts his 
distinguishing fruits of love, peace, long- 
suffering, and gentleness Let us ^beseech 
him, to enable us to “ put on, as the elect of 
“ God, — meekness” and “ long-suffering ; for- 
“ bearing one another, and forgiving one 
“ another, if any man have a quarrel against 


’ Prov. xix. 11. 


» Gal. V. 22. 
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“ any ‘ “ to be kind one to another, tender- 
hezxtcd, forgiving one another, even as God, 
“ for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven” us ^ 

THE PRAYER. 

(From the Whole Duty of Man,) 

O blessed Jesu, who wast led as a sheep to the slaughter, 
let, I beseech thee, that admirable example of meekness 
quench in me all sparks of anger and revenge^ and work in 
me such a gentleness and calmness of spirit, as no provo- 
cations may ever be able to disturb. Lord, grant I may 
be so far from offering the least injury, that I may never 
return the greatest any otherwise than with prayers and 
kindness ; that I, who have so many talents to be forgiven 
by thee, may never exact pence of my brethren ; but that, 
putting on mercy, meekness, and long-suffering, thy peace 
may rule in my heart, and make it an acceptable habitation 
to thee, who art the Prince of peace ; to whom, wdth the 
Father and Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory for ever. 


^ Col. iii. 12. 15. 


* Eph. iv. 3.2. 
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ENVY. 


1 Cor. xiii. 4. 
Charity cnvieth not. 


All the passions originally implanted in hu- 
man nature are innocent in themselves ; and 
when directed to their proper objects, and 
kept within due bounds, become instruments 
of good to man, and of glory to God. This 
is the case with hope and fear, with love and 
hatred, with joy and sorrow, and with anger. 
Envy, however, appears to be altogether evil, 
to be made up of malignity and baseness ; and 
as such could never have existed in a state of 
innocence. 

Envy is a secret displeasure of mind, at 
seeing another person possess some advan- 
tage, which we ourselves have not, or, at 
least, have not in the same degree. It in- 
clines those who are under its influence, to 
wish that the prosperity which has excited 
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it, may be in some way lessened ; and too 
often shows itself in attempts to lower the 
character, or in some way to injure the pros- 
pects of those, whose success has given birth 
to it. 

In this there is something so base, some- 
thing so unworthy not only of a Christian, 
but of a man, that hardly any one will ac- 
knowledge, even to himself, that he is actu- 
ated by so hateful a passion. I fear, how- 
ever, that it prevails too generally. There 
are but too many persons, who cannot see 
another getting on in the world, especially 
if he was originally of the same rank and in 
the same circumstances with themselves, 
without feeling some sort of vexation. When 
any good fortune unexpectedly happens to a 
man, there are always some persons disposed 
to grudge it to him, and inclined to find out 
some reason why he ought not to have met 
with it. We often witness among the poorer 
classes of society a most amiable and praise- 
worthy readiness to assist each other in dis- 
tress; in the time of sickness or other ca- 
lamity, they will perform the kindest offices 
without any •expectation of reward in this 
world. But often these same persons cannot 
see or hear of a gift, or other instance of 
kindness, bestowed upon a neighbour, espe- 
cially upon one whom they choose to think 
less deserving than themselves, without feel- 
ing angry, both with him who gives and him 
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who receives the benefit ; and at the same 
time inclined to run them both down. To 
him who confers the kindness, they impute 
some unbecoming motive ; or, at all events, 
a blameable weakness, and a want of fairness 
or discernment in not doing the same by 
them ; and him who receives it they charge 
with some meanness or unworthy compli- 
ance. How many too are the persons, who, 
being placed by Providence in that state of 
life, which depends on daily labour for daily 
bread, look with an evil eye on all that are 
exempted from the necessity of bodily work ; 
and not only murmur against God because 
others have, as they think, so much, while 
they have so little, but envy them their afflu- 
ence, and secretly rejoice when they meet 
with losses, or when any calamitous want 
brings them down to a level with themselves. 
From the same bad principle proceeds much 
of the disaffection to established government, 
and of murmuring and repining against “ the 
“ powers that be 

The working of this evil passion shows 
itself in our earliest years. Infants unable 
to speak, cannot bear to see afiy trifle given 
to another if they are passed over ; and little 
societies of children, brought together either 
for instruction or for amusement, feel some- 
thing of envy, if any one of their number is 


‘ Rotn. xiii. 1. 
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distinguished by peculiar marks of kindness, 
and are perhaps disposed to run him down 
as a favourite. Even among brothers and 
sisters, who ought to be so dear to each 
other, an indulgence granted to one is often 
sufficient to occasion dissatisfaction to the 
rest ; who instead of taking pleasure, as they 
ought to do, in a brother’s good, feel dis- 
pleased and angry both with him, and with the 
parent or friend by whom the indulgence has 
been given. 

We are ashamed to acknowledge even to 
ourselves, that we are influenced by any 
feeling so base as envy, but are we entirely 
free from it ? Let us suppose a man, whom 
we tliought inferior to ourselves, or, at least, 
upon the same level, and in the same situa- 
tion, becoming decidedly superior to us in 
some qualification, upon which we prided 
ourselves, or in some outward advantage ; — 
in riches, for instance, in the good-will and 
favour of man, in honour and reputation ; — 
are we able sincerely to rejoice in his suc- 
cess ? do we feel no secret desire to see him 
checked in his career of prosperity, and de- 
scending again to the same level with our- 
selves? When we hear another commended 
for some quality, in which we imagine our- 
selves to excel, or for the display of some 
talent, or the performance of some praise- 
worthy action, do we never feel any inward 
workings of pride, which make us feel as if 
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the praise bestowed upon him was a sort of 
blame to ourselves ? which make us, in short, 
envy him the approbation he receives ? Do we 
feel no lurking wish to throw in something to 
his disparagement, something to lessen the 
commendation given ? We naturally should 
blush to confess this ; but let us consider 
honestly, whether any thing like this is the 
case with us or not. The mere existence of 
such a feeling in the bosom is evidently mean 
and sinful ; — but if it shows itself in word or 
action, it increases in guilt. 

Perhaps what has been said may have 
been sufficient to convince you, that envy, 
in a greater or less degree, is a vice by no 
means uncommon. Let us now consider 
more particularly, how great and sore an evil 
it is. 

And, in the first place, it is clearly and 
directly contrary to chanty, — charity, that 
distinguished grace, without which all other 
seemingly good qualities are absolutely 
worthless : chanty envieth not. Instead of 
envying, the Christian love of our neighbour 
takes pleasure in whatever good happens to 
him, as if it happens to ourselvd?. It rejoices, 
and rejoices sincerely, with those that do 
rejoice ’ ; is glad to see them prosperous, and 
getting on in the world, even though it is 


’ Rom. xii. 15. 
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itself behind in a lov^r andileiis! advanf- 
tageous station. ' ' ' H 

■ i Being > thus eontrary tx) lore; envy’'\% to 'be 
looked'. upon as one of the worst marks of 
the corruption of our nature. It is i^ejire- 
sented as such by the apostles. Thus St, 
Paul speaks of the unconverted heathen as 
full of envy and murder as “ Ihing in 
“ malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 
another He exhorts the Roman Christ- 
ians, to “ walk honestly, not in strife and 
“ em>7/ing * and warns the Corinthians 
and the Galatians, that so far as there was 
among 'them envying and strife, so tar were 
they to consider themselves as in an unre- 
newed, an unchristian state. St. Peter af- 
fectionately exhorts us to lay aside " all 
“malice, guile, and envies'^’” and St. James 
tells us, that if we “ have bitter envying and 
“ strife” in our hearts ®, we can hardly pre- 
tend to be Christians, without lying against 
the truth ; “for,” continues he, “ where en- 
“ vying and strife is> there is confusion and 
“ every evil work 

Every evil wwk, according to St. James, 
may proceed from envy ; and the evil of envy 
will' ^pear in a still stronger light, if we go 
on to insider Some of the sad effects which 

..I'n;;-'' ■■ ■ 

* iiom. i. 29. * Titus iii. 3. ’ Rom. xiii. 13. 

* 1 Cor. iii. 3. ’1 J’et. ii. 1. * James iii. 14. 

^ James iii. 16. 
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proceed from it. When envy is not restrained 
either by religion, or by humane feelings, or by 
shame, it produces the most melancholy con- 
sequences. It leads those who are under its 
influence, to do what they can to blacken the 
characters of those whom they envy, and to 
lower them in public estimation. Sometimes 
it proceeds even farther than this, and incites 
them to deeds expressive of their malevolent 
and envious feelings. It seems to be with a 
reference to its tendency to work on in the 
dnrli, in order to accomplish the depression, 
or even the destruction, of him, by whose 
seeming prosperity it has been excited, that the 
wise man says, “ Wrath is cruel, and anger is 
“ outi'ageous ; but who is able to stand before 
“ envy’ ?” 

I will not pretend to enumerate, or to de- 
scribe, all the evil consequences produced by 
envy, but will confine myself to those which 
are particularly mentioned in Scripture. 

The first crime, the first calamitous event, 
recorded in Scripture after the fall of man, 
is the murder of Abel by the hand of Cain ; — • 
the death of a brother, by a brother’s hand. 
And wherefore slew he him ? because his 
own works were evil, and his brother’s 
“ righteous Few parts of the Bible are 
more familiar to us, and more interesting, 
than the story of Joseph ; and much of this 

* Prov. xxvii. 4. ’ 1 John iii» 1^. 

^3 


Q 



838 lEnvtj. 

story hinges upon his being sold by his 
brethren into Egypt. But what was it that 
induced them to take this step, to do this 
deed of cruelty and unkindness so unnatural ? 
It was envy. “ The patriarchs,” says St. 
Stephen, “ moved w'ith envy, sold Joseph 
“ into Egypt*.” They envied him the fa- 
vour which his father showed to him, and his 
coat of many colours ; they envied him also 
on account of his dreams, his supernatural 
revelations from on high, and the high rank 
which those revelations foreboded. E7ivy 
took possession of their souls, and entirely 
overpowered the natural affection which they 
ought to have felt towards a brother ; and 
kept them from reflecting, that by their 
cruelty towards him, they were not unlikely 
to bring down their father’s grey hairs with 
sorrow to the grave. Indeed, the first in- 
troduction of sin and misery among men is 
ascribed in the Book of Wisdom to the envy 
of the evil spirit. “ Through envy of the 

devil came death into the world The 
devil envied man the happiness which he 
enjoyed in Paradise, from the favour of his 
Maker, and -his envy led him to endeavour 
to destroy that happiness by tempting man to 
sin. 

When our blessed Lord came into the 
world, to repair the mischief occasioned by 


* Acts vii. 9. 


* Wisdom ii. 24, 



the author of evil, he was interrupted in his 
blessed work, and persecuted by the Jewish 
rulers. And what was it that induced them 
to adopt this line of conduct ? Envy. They 
envied him his holy life, and his influence with 
the people ; and when, in order to accomplish 
his destruction, they brought him before Pilate, 
Pilate himself is said to have known, that it 
was through envy that they delivered him to 
himk So again, when, after his death, his 
chosen followers began to preach the glad 
tidings of salvation, the same malevolent 
feelings obstructed them in their work. In 
the fifth chapter of the Acts, the high priest, 
and they that were with him, were “ filled 
with indignation ’ or, as it is in the margin, 

with envy” at the influence which the apostles 
acquired by their miraculous cures, and suc- 
cessful preaching. Again, in the thirteenth 
chapter we read, that the Jews, which believed 
not, " were filled with envy®,” and by their 
envy were induced to speak " against those 
“ things which were spoken by Paul, contra- 
" dieting, and blaspheming.” And on a like 
occasion, in the seventeenth chapter ^ envy 
appears to have carried them on to deeds of 
actual violence. 

From that time to this, similar effects have 

’ Matt, xxvii. 18. Mark xv. 10. * Acts v. 17. 

’ Acts xiii. 45. * * Acts xvii. 5. » 
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been constantly produced by this evil and hate- 
ful passion. 

And now, my friends, can it be necessary 
that I should produce any additional motives 
for persuading you to be veiy much on your 
guard against envy, and very earnest in your 
endeavours and prayers to suppress it ? If 
additional motives are necessary, I might 
mention the uneasiness, the pain, which this 
passion occasions to the person himself, who 
is influenced by it. ■ He who gives way to it, 
is, indeed, his own enemy. Instead of de- 
riving pleasure, as he ought, and as he might, 
from all the good which he sees around him, 
it becomes to him the source of bitterness 
and vexation of spirit ; and his only delight 
is in the losses and calamities of those to 
whom he ought to wish well. Like an evil 
spirit, he rejoices in evil for evil’s sake. How 
painful and corroding envy is, when it takes 
possession of the soul, may none of us ever 
Icnow by sad experience. “ Envy,” says the 
Scripture, “ is the rottenness of the bones 
Of all the sore m allies to which suffering 
human naturg is exposed, one of the most 
dreadful is the rottenness of the bones; that 
disease which seizes on the bones, the stay 
and support of the body, consumes them in 
secret, and from them extends to the rest of 


‘ ProV. xiv. SO. 
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the system. To this sad malady is envy 
compared. It gnaws the inmost heart, and 
makes the soul pine and waste away in silent 
anguish. It is on this account that envy 
was styled by one of the fathers of the Church 
the most unjust, and at the same time the 
most just, of all the passions ; the most unjust, 
on account of its conti-ariety to all that is 
good and reasonable, and the mischief which 
it does to others ; the most just, because it is 
sure itself to inflict just and severe punishment 
on him that is guilty of it. 

And after making a man miserable in this 
life, envy, if unsubdued and allowed to keep 
possession of the heart, will exclude him from 
heaven in the world to come. Envy is ex- 
pressly mentioned as one of those works 
which have this sad effect ; and we may be 
sure so malevolent a feeling can find no 
place in the regions of love, and peace, and 

joy- 

I am confident, my friends, that w-e must 
all most sincerely wish to keep ourselves free 
from this base and wretched passion, which 
is thus destructive of happiness, both in this 
world and the next. In order to J)e pre- 
served from it, we must watch and pray — 
watch with much care, and pray with great 
earnestness — that we may be delivered from 
this temptation. In addition to the argu- 
ments against it, which I have mentioned, 
let us consider how absurd and unreasonable 

Q 3 
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it is in itself. For what can be more unrea- 
sonable, than to feel as if you were worse 
off than you were before, because another 
is better off ? to be angry, and out of humour 
with any man, because he happens to meet 
with some good fortune; or, to speak more 
properly, because he receives some advan- 
tage from the goodness of Providence? As 
partakers of one common nature, and one 
common redemption, we are all members 
of one body, and whatever good happens 
to any part, happens, in fact, to the whole ; 
so that if one member is well off, all 
the other members should naturally rejoice 
with it 

Endeavour to feel in this manner your- 
selves, and to impress these sentiments on 
your children. Accustom them to see a 
brother, or sister, or a playfellow, occasionally 
partakers of indulgences, from which they are 
debarred themselves, without being vexed at 
it. Teach them, that instead of being dis- 
pleased and enviotis, they ought to be glad 
at whatever good they, see, even if they have 
no part in it ; and that their enjoyments are 
not less than they were before, because others 
seem to have greater. 

You must be sensible that nothing would 
more tend to check and prevent envy, than 
cultivating a spirit of real good will towards 


‘ Cor. xii. 26 . 
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men in general. If we love our neighbour as 
ourselves, we shall, as I hinted near the com- 
mencement of this discourse, be as glad when 
any good happens to him as when it happens 
to oui’selves. Charity envieth not. 

In order too to check envy, we must 
nourish in our bosoms a genuine feeling of 
humility. Almost all the evil passions have 
their birth, or their growth and increase, 
from fride; and envy in particular gathers 
strength, if it does not in the first instance 
arise from a conceit of our own worth, from 
the presumptuous idea that he whom we envy 
is less deserving than ourselves. If we have 
a low opinion of our own worth in the sight 
both of God and man, we shall not be uneasy 
at being in a low station, or in meeting with 
but few advantages. 

We should do well too to fix our atten- 
tion upon the blessings which we have ac- 
tually received, and to feel thankful for them 
in our hearts, instead of envying those con- 
ferred on others, and being angry both with 
them, and with him by whom they were be- 
stowed. 

If we could acquire the habit of. looking 
upon all temporal advantages as comparative 
trifles, of really setting our hearts and “ affec- 
“ tions on things above, not on things on 

the earth,” we should be in little danger 
from envy. Things thq,t have little weight 
Q 4 
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or value in our esteem, would never be capable 
of exciting in our hearts this restless and un- 
easy passion. 

If, at any time, you should unhappily feel 
any emotions of envy springing up in your 
bosom, at all events, be careful not to give 
vent to them by any unkind words or ac- 
tions ; least of all, by saying any thing to the 
disadvantage of him, by whose success they 
have been excited. Let us rather be anxious, 
in an unconstrained manner, to show him all 
tokens of kindness. The giving utterance to 
envy will be apt to increase and strengthen it, 
while it will naturally be lessened by kindness 
of behaviour. 

Above all, let us pray fervently to God, 
that he would restrain and check within us 
all the evil workings of envy. Let us implore 
him that he would remove from us “ all strife 
" and envying,’’ as well as “ bitterness, wrath, 

and malice and that he would shed 
abroad in our hearts still larger and larger 
measures of that Spirit, whose distinguish- 
ing fruits are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
and goodness. 


THE PRAYER. 

(From the Whole Duty of Man.) 


Lord, grant that I may never look with murmur- 
ing on my own conditiejn, nor with envy on that of 



Ktmy’ 

^luen. , Give niq quch a qontqmpt of mere earthly 
ricjiesjj l,b^t wliqther they increase pr cjecrepse, T m^y never 
set my heart upon them, but that all my caie may be to be 
rich towards God^ and to lay up my treasure in heayqn : 
that I may so set my affections on things above, that when 
Christ, who my life, sliall appear, I may also appear with 
him in glory. Grant this, O Lord, for the merits of the 
same Jesus Christ. 


Q 5 
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RASH JUDGING AND CENSORIOUSNESS. 


Matt. vii. 1. 

“ Judge not, that ye be not judged.” 

There are few of us probably who, at some 
period of our lives, have not suffered from 
censoriousness; and perhaps still fewer who 
have not been guilty of it themselves. The dis- 
position to find fault, to form an unfavourable 
opinion upon the conduct and characters of 
other men, and to judge hastily and hardly of 
their principles and motives, is, in all classes 
of society, but too prevalent. It is, however, 
directly contrary to the kind and charitable 
spirit of our religion, as well as to the express 
injunction o£ our Lord and his apostles. 

Judge not, that ye be not judged,” is a 
maxim we should never forget, and which 
should have a constant influence upon our 
conduct 

La discoursing , on this precept, I mean. 
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First, to mention a few of the cases to which 
it cannot be considered as applying : 

Secondly, to point out some of the instances 
of rash and uncharitable judging which are 
most frequent : and. 

Thirdly, to add a few words upon the 
sinfulness and danger of giving way to this 
habit. 

I. And, first, this precept does not apply 
to men invested with authority in church or 
state, who are required by their office to pass 
judgment upon persons and things, to the 
best of their ability. Even if the opinions 
which they form should turn out to be un- 
founded, yet if formed honestly, and to the 
best of their ability, they are not to be con- 
sidered as offending against the injunction in 
the text. 

Neither, in the next place, does this pre- 
cept require us to think equally well of all 
men, or to be ready to confide in all alike. 
It is doubtless allowable to be willing to 
trust some men rather than others, and to be 
wary and on our guard where we have any 
reason for suspicion. Such caution does not 
necessarily imply that we judge ill of them, 
but merely that we have not sufficient 
grounds for judging well. And if we are 
careful not to suffer such suspicion to weigh 
more with us than it ought, and do not com- 
municate it to others, except in the way of 
charitable caution and advice, such conduct 
Q 6 
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cannot be considetnd as fotbidd^h bj^ the 
text. 

Thus again, we are nOt Obhgfed ' bjr 'this 
prohibition to resist the evidence of our 
senses, and to shut our eyes to open dnd' ho- 
torious transgressions. If we see a matt 
drunk, we cannot avoid judging him to be 
guilty of drunkenness; and if we hear him 
swear, we must judge him guilty of pro- 
faneness, and of breaking the express com- 
mandment of God. Still less does this pre- 
cept requiie us to excuse men who are opehly 
guilty, to justify their crimes, or to represent 
them as trifling or harmless. Christian cha- 
rity, and the recollection of our own weak- 
ness, may induce us to make what excuse, 
what allowances v/e car for the sinner, but 
we must be careful how we venture to lessen 
the sin. There are men, indeed, w ho, partly 
from a mistaken liberality, and partly to ex- 
tenuate their own evil deeds, are in the habit 
of making light of the most serious offences. 
Such conduct, instead of being kind and cha- 
ritable, is in reality -cruel and destructive J 
for it encourages men in practices which may 
occasion the ruin of their souls. At the skwie 
time it tends to confound the distinction be- 
tween right and wrong, 'it tends to sacrifiti^ 
the interests of virtue attd the holin‘efes'‘knd 
truth of God, to the wdiktieSs 'and ’dortup** 
tion of man; and is conseqnefntly'iri“dangfe^i 
of the woe denounce*d against thodb, *"Wh6 



",palJ,jeytti,gopid‘ ao4 gipodi -evil ; that i pat 
“ darkness for light and light for darkness.; 
“nthatput-^ittev fpr, sweet and meet fou bit- 
"ter.T,, ,;i- 

, ,,11., In order ; to obviate mistake and misap-* 
pi*^|>ension,.I have, thouglit it right to say thus 
n|ucb> as, to what .is not forbidden by the.pre' 
Cjcpt ip thp text. "W^e will proceed iia,' the. sectmd 
place to, consider Wihat is forbidden by it,'what 
opr Lord intended when, he said,f“: Judge. notj 
" tlpit ye hot, judged” . ; .u.. 

It is, perhaps,, bardly necessary, toiremark^ 
tha,t hy. judging; jn this .passage is meant 
ju^h}g uufavvinrd}li/, pr €oiidemimg the >mti- 
tiy.es or , conduct of other, meji. ,. If,.. without 
sufficient grounds, we form sudh harsh opi- 
nions in our own minds, w'e are . guilty of I a 
violation cf charity ; and are still more^blame'- 
able if we suffer such opinion of . the /ieed to 
iidlnence the heart, if illr^ill is the conse- 
quence, of oui: unfavourable judgment. This, 
1 say, is the case, even if the harsh judgment 
is eQPfiped to oiir own bosoms. . But it;sek 
domwiilbe oonfined to them; ■' out of the 
ahun dan.ee of: the hearti the -mouth speak- 
“jeth . find we .are- all fod , ready to givei>ut- 
teraupp : to -.tfie, (judgments we Ijave passed^ 
withfii, I ourselyes, , eithnr that), [we i . hsay i itabe. 
cvadit-fosiiopr aagaflity an,dtiacuteness!,!onifrGJik. 
thp,p?firejip>!e^Ltjplkmg.);i ■’VVlhem.we thuslmsw 
m’e^, .qur. , uflehmijfohlu opinion, wa i;are iguilt^ 
of.ildie sir^uTirhicbij.^ 
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and our guilt is greater, in proportion as the 
mischief is more widely spread. Indeed, it 
is impossible to say how far the evil may ex- 
tend. The harsh judgment which we have 
formed, will seldom be softened by those to 
whom it is communicated. Often, as it 
spreads, it will become more unfavourable to 
the injured person ; and what was first given 
only as a strong opinion, will, by others, be 
considered as a certain truth. The chai'acter 
which we have censured may thus be utterly 
ruined, and the mischief which we do become 
irreparable. 

This is one of the usual consequences of 
offending against the precept in the text. 
We do ofiend against it, whenever we un- 
necessarily form a decided opinion to the 
disadvantage of another, without very suffi- 
cient grounds for it. And if we take into our 
consideration how very seldom it is that we 
have such certain and sufficient grounds, how 
very rarely we are fully acquainted with all the 
circumstances of any case, and how utterly 
unable to penetrate the many and various rea- 
sons and motives from which any action or line 
of conduct proceeded, we shall find that our 
safest and wisest course is to abstain, where w^e 
can, from judging at all. 

It may be useful, perhaps, to point out some 
of the instances of rash judging, which are most 
frequent. 

We are guilty then of this offence, when- 
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ever we eoiQi^enin any onei merely from /^ear- 
say and. <x)mm(m tfeport. ;No one is ignorant 
bow hastily, and lightly, unfavourable reports 
are often taken up, bow eagerly they are pro- 
pagated by the thoughtless and unfeeling, 
and how apt they are to be exaggerated, al- 
most by every one through whom they pass. 
No one is ignorant how often, when they are 
sifted to the bottom, they are found either to 
be totally without foundation, or to have 
arisen from circumstances which ought to 
have furnished matter of praise rather than 
of censure. Mere report, therefore, can 
never be looked upon as a sufficient founda- 
tion on which to form a judgment to a neigh- 
bour’s disadvantage. Before we can safely 
form, still more before we can express, such 
an opinion, we ought to go through a pro- 
cess something like that which, in a parti- 
cular instance of judging, was prescribed to 
the Jews. If it be told thee, and thou hast 
" heard of it, and inquired diligently, and, 
“ behold it be true, and the thing certain h” 
That you have been merely told a thing, is, 
generally speaking, no sufficient reason for 
passing a harsh judgment, unless you have 
also inquired dil^ently, and found it to be 
true. 

Thus w!©. offend against the precept in the 
text, when - we ..condemn any man, merely 
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upon hearing what is said ag^j|ist liioaii,' with- 
out knowing what he has to urge in hi? own 
defence. This maxim of, common prjudencei 
and justice, we might learn even from the 
heathen Festus. “ It is not the naamaer of 
“ the Romans,"’ says he, “ to deliver any man 
“ to die, before that he w'hich is accused 
" have the accusers face to face, and have li- 
cence to answer for himself concerning the 
crime laid against him If we venture 
to judge at all, at least let us not be less cir- 
cumspect, less considerate in our judgment, 
than this unenlightened heathen. Appear- 
ances, perhaps, as well as common report, 
may be against a man, but tnere appearances 
do not form sufficient ground to go upon. 
“ Judge not according to 'the appearance, 
“ but judge righteous judgment %” 

Another very common instance of rash 
judging is, when the words or actions of our 
neighbour being capable of being viewed 
either in a bad or in a good light, we put the 
worst interpretation upon them ; , thus per- 
haps, condemning him for a fault of which 
neither God nor his own conscience in any 
degree accuse .him. The disposition to this, 
frequent as it is, is a mark, of the sinful .pride 
and corruption of our nature, and is direptly 
contrary to the spiiiit of Christianity,. Cha- 
rity “ thinketh no evil.” Charity “ .beliqjj^h 


’ Acts XXV. 16. 


* John vii. 24f, 
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all things ; ^opeth all things ’ and he 
who has that most excellent gift of charity- 
shed abroad in his heart, will be ready to put 
upon any doubtful action the best construc- 
tion of which it is susceptible ; will be glad 
to believe it to have proceeded from a good 
intention, unless the contrary be evident and 
undeniable. 

Sometimes, from a single action we assume 
the right to condemn at once a man’s whole 
character and conduct. From a single act of 
drunkenness, for instance, or a single act of 
dishonesty, we perhaps pronounce him who 
has been guilty of it to be an habitual drunk- 
ard, or habitually dishonest. Such a single 
act of sin, no doybt, constitutes a man a sin- 
ner in the sight of God ; and, if unrepented 
of, exposes him to the severity of his wrath ; 
but still it does not form sufficient foundation 
for any one of his fellow-mortals to pass a 
censure upon his whole character, as if it 
took its colour from that one act. Those 
who, humanly speaking, are good men, may, 
through the suddenness or the violence of 
temptation, fall into sin ; and their sin is the 
more grievous, since it gives occasio.n to the 
enemies of the Lord and of goodness to blas- 
pheme. But if, from one sin, we immedi- 
ately conclude, that all their previous good 
conduct was mere pretence, and that they 


* 1 Con xiii. 
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are in reality destitute of religion, our judg- 
ment is rash and uncharitable. 

An instance of rash judghig, which is by 
no means unfrequent, is, when we form a ge~ 
neral unfavourable opinion of a man, merely 
because either we or our friends have re- 
ceived some injury from him, or have had 
with him some misunderstanding. The 
soreness which we feel in consequence, dis- 
poses us too often, to see his whole conduct 
in an unfavourable point of view. But 
surely, the circumstance of his having 
wronged, or had some difference with, either 
ourselves, or our friends, does not affect all 
the rest of his character ; and if we permit 
such a circumstance to lower his character 
in the judgment which we form in our own 
bosoms — still more if we express that opinion 
to others — we are guilty of a weak selfish- 
ness. He who takes upon him the office of 
a judge or censor, must, at least, divest him- 
self of all prejudice and partiality. 

Nearly the same may be said, when we 
judge hardly of a man, because he belongs to 
a party of which we disapprove. We may 
have reason to think, that in that instance 
he is mistaken and wrong ; but if on that ac- 
count we assume a right to find fault with 
his general character, and to represent it 
altogether in an unfavourable point of view, 
we offend decidedly against the injunction in 
the text. And so, on the other hand, if we 
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lay to the charge of any particular class or 
body of men, the faults of some few of the 
individuals of which it consists; if, for in- 
stance, we tax a whole trade or profession 
with dishonesty, because we have suffered 
from the dishonesty of one or two of its 
members ; if we charge a whole sect in reli- 
gion with hypocrisy, or a whole party in the 
state with want of public principle, because 
we think that in some particular instances 
we have ground for such a charge, we are 
guilty of a very blameable kind of rash 
judging. 

Some unthinking and ignorant people are 
in the habit of forming their opinion of men, 
from the outward circumstances in which 
they are placed ; and if they see them visited 
by losses or other calamities, consider such 
calamities as divine judgments upon them, 
conclude that they must have been grievous 
sinners, and set themselves to find out, or 
perhaps to invent, the particular, sins for 
which such judgments are inflicted by God. 
We can hardly be too much on our guard 
against this instance of uncharitableness. 
Such judgment is always rasht Of this fault 
those men appear to have been guilty, who 
told our Lord ‘‘ of the Galileans, whose blood 
** Pilate had mingled witlr their sacrifices. 
“ And Jesus answering said unto them, Sup- 
“ pose ye that . these . Galileans were sinners 
" above ^11 the. Gdlileans, because they suf- 



356 Rash Judging and Censoriotisness. 

fered such things ? I tell you. Nay : but 

except ye repent, ye shall all likewise pe- 

rish. Or those eighteen, upon whom the 
“ tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think 
“ ye that they were sinners abqve all men 
“ that dwelt in Jerusalem ? I tell you, 
" Nay : but except ye repent, ye shall all 
“ likewise perish V\'e should always re- 
member, that, as outward prosperity, though 
it calls for the gratitude of those who enjoy 
it, is no proof of God’s peculiar favour, so 
afflictions and sufferings are by no means to 
be regarded as tokens of his displeasure. 
They are rather to be looked upon as proofs 
of his fatherly care, and must never be made 
the ground or occasion of any unfavourable 
opinion of him wlio is visited with them. 

To pretend to judge even of the thoughts 
and intentions of men, and of the motives 
from which their actions ]^roceed,>is almost 
always rash, and, co'nse.qhently, strictly for- 
bidden in the text. It bi^Ion^s to him alone, 
who is the great Searcher of hearts, to judge 
of these. He often knows, that actions of 
very questionable appearance proceed from 
pure and upright motives ; and that others of 
the fairek outside are deficient in principle. 
He knows this ; but it must almost always 
remain unknown to man, till that day when 
the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed. 


’ Luke xiii. 1 — 5 , 
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“ Therefore/' says the apostle, “ judge nothing 
“ before the time, Until the Lord come, who 
" both will bring to light the hidden things of 
“ darkness, and will make manifest the coun- 
" sels of the hearts*.” 

In short, the prohibition in the text forbids 
all disposition to condemn or censure the ac- 
tions or motives of other men, unless when we 
are called upon to do so by a sense of duty. 
It forbids all proneness to take pleasure in 
finding fault ; all inquisitiveness into the lives 
and conduct of others, for the purpose of 
finding materials for blaming them. And 
when, as it sometimes happens, we are com- 
pelled in our own minds to pronounce them 
guilty, it forbids us needlessly to disclose their 
guilt, to delight in speaking of it, or to find 
our amusement in blackening or lowering their 
characters. Chmity rejoiceth not in ini- 
quity. ■ ' 

III. There c^i T tiilrik, be but little ne- 
cessity for jgtating.'Jtt any length, the reasons 
on which thi^ prohibition is founded, or 
for pointing hut the sinfulness and danger 
of rash judging. A few words, however, 
upon this head, may assist w^iat has been 
said in making the deeper and more lasting 
impression. 

And, first, let us direct our attention to 
the evil source, from which this disposition 


1 Cor. iv. S. 
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to judge and censure others, appears to proceed. 
It springs from the pride and naughtiness of 
our hearts ; it springs from the vain imagina- 
tion, that by thus judging, we give proof of our 
superior sagacity and dicernments ; and from 
the idea, that by lowering the character of 
those around us, we raise our own, and make 
it appear the brighter. We receive an empty 
satisfaction from thus exalting ourselves above 
them ; from the sort of superiority which is 
implied in becoming their censor and their 
judge. 

And as a censorious disposition shows 
great want of humility, so it is a mark of ig- 
norance of our own character, of an alarming 
insensibility to our own failings, infirmities, 
and sins. Did we in any degree see our sins 
in the light in which we ought to see them, 
and in which, if our eyes were not blinded 
by partiality and self-conceit, we should see 
them, our attention would be so occupied in 
lamenting and endeavouring to correct our 
own faults, that we should have little lei- 
sure and less inclination to attend to those of 
other men ; of whom, generally speaking, we 
know ntuch less evil than we know of our- 
selves. We should then feel the force of 
that passage of St. Paul, “ wherein thou 
" judgest another, thou condemnest thy- 
** self*.” We should feel the force of our 


Rom. ii. 1. 



Rash Judging and Censoriousness. 359 

Lord’s address to the accusers of the woman 
taken in adultery, “ He that is without sin 
among you, let him first cast a stone at 
“ her ’ or that of his indignant expostula- 
tion which follows the verse which I have 
chosen for my text, '' Why beholdest thou the 
mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but consi- 
derest not the beam that is thine own eye ? 
Or, how wilt thou say to thy brother. Let 
" me pull out the mote out of thine eye ; and, 
“ behold, a beam is in thine own eye ? Thou 
" hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of 
" thine own eye ; and then shalt thou see 
clearly to cast out the mote out of thy bro- 
ther’s eye 

If we loved our neighbour as ourselves, as 
we ought to love him, we should feel as little 
satisfaction in contemplating his failings, as in 
dwelling upon our own. Are we willing that 
other men should judge, and blame, and con- 
demn us ? If we are not, we should call to 
mind the golden rule, of doing as we would be 
done by, and let that restrain our disposition 
to censoriousness. 

The judging forbidden in the text is an in- 
stance, not only of want of humiliW and of 
charity, but of want of justice. When we 
are guilty of it, we assume an authority over 
our neighbour to which we have no right. 
He is our equal and our brother; we are sub* 


’ John viii. 7. 


* Matt. vii. S—5. 
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wndpmn those whp.iare; ahout.to holtried iA 
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f, thou jpdge.i thy brother ?” says th$: appstle, 
"‘,or,|why dosf:.,thou sat afc nov^ght thyhrMher ^ 
J'ioi; we shall ail §pnd r before the judgment- 
‘‘ ^eat of phrist. j^et uft not, tbereforeji’. con- 
j;inue? St., i Paul, judge one another any 
f'.inote : .'. ;., ( , , " . , . 

,4pd as rash judging is an ^et of i iryustico 
towai’ds men, so is it alsoi to he looked upon 
akanacj; of injustice, towards God., It is an 
usurpation of Iris, right.; an inviasion of i his 
prerogative. He is the- God of judgment; to 
him alone judgment and vengeance belong. 
“ Who art thou that judgest another man’s 

servant ? . To his own master , he standeth 
*‘,or falleth,*;” and. (you. have np, right to cen- 
surp. him. ,i 

And if, the sinfulness of rash uncharitable 
jpjdg^ing bo so great,). the punishment which 
awaits ; it will ‘doubtless,, be severe.;). It is ito 
this thah our attention: is directed by., the 
lifter part ,of .the,, text ; , “ Judge not, tbat.ya 
“ be not judged., For with what : judgment ye 
"judge, ye shall be, judged: and with what 


^ Kom. xlv. 10. 13. 
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<^!tw6asufe'ye tttete, it sll^ll be measured to 
" y’du agdin.” TbeSfe words may be applied 
to tbe cotiSe(|Uerice8 of sinful judging event 
in this world. With what judgment we 
judge, we may expOct to be judged even here. 
If we have allowed ourselves to be harsh 
and censorious and uncharitable in judging 
others, they, in their turn, will assume, and 
feel that they may justly assume, a right to 
treat us in the same manner. They will feel 
that they have a right to watch our conduct 
with an observant eye, to publish abroad 
whatever faults they can discover in it, and 
to hold them up to the reproach of a censo- 
rious world. In their most awful meaning, 
however, these words refer to the judgment 
of the last day, — that day when we shall all 
stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. 
At that di'eadful day, as, on the one hand a 
meek, and gentle, and charitable disposition 
will, through the merits of Christ, be graci- 
ously accepted ; so will that which has de- 
lighted in uncharitable judging, be treated 
with terrible severity ; for with what judg- 
ment we judge, we shall be judged, and, 
he shall have judgment without* mercy, 
“ that hath showed no mercy This con- 
sideration of the last judgment, joined with 
the contemplation of our own weaknesses 
and sins, and of the need in which we stand 

^ James ii. 13. 
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of mercy, the consideration of the beam hi 
our own eye, ought certainly to repress effec- 
tually a disposition to uncharitable judging. 

Let us, my friends, beseech God to pardon 
our past transgressions of this precept, and 
for the time to come, to assist us in striving 
against this dangerous, but too prevalent, 
fault. Let us check both in ourselves and 
in others all censoriousness, eagerness to 
blame and condemn ; and let us, on the con- 
trary, be ready to make all fair allowances 
for other persons, to be candid and kind in 
the interpretation which we put upon their 
conduct. Let us abstain from judging at 
all, unless when called to it by a sense of 
duty, and strong conviction. Let us, — to 
adopt the words of the apostle which I before 
quoted, — “judge nothing before the time, 
“until the Lord come, who both will bring 
“ to light the hidden things of darkness, and 
** will make manifest the counsels of the 
“ heart.” 

THE PRAYER. 

O Lore!, the God of judgment, by whom alone our ac- 
tions and w^ords aiid thoughts are justly weighed, beep fat 
from us ail disposition to judge and censure our brethren. 
We stand ourselves in constant need of thy mercy and for- 
giveness. Let us not deprive ourselves of the hope of it, 
by uncharitable judging ; but in our conduct to each other, 
let mercy still rejoice against judgment, as we pray that it 
may do in our own cases, ‘through the merits and atone«« 
ment of Jesus Christ. 
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EVIL-SPEAKING. 


Speak not evil one of another; brethren. 

As the greater part of the comfortsr and en- 
joyments of society proceeds from the proper 
use of speech, so a very large portion of the 
discomforts of society springs from its abuse. 
It is with a view to the evils which arise 
from the abuse of this faculty, that St. Jaiues 
calls the tongue a world of iniquity ; — an 
" unruly evil, full of deadly poison h” Of 
the many sins of the tongue, slander and 
evil-speaking are two of the njost frequent, 
and at the same time two of the m'ost dan- 
gerous. The distinction between slander 
and evil-speaking appears to be this ; Sian- 
rfer, which is also called calumny, consists in 
inventing ourselves, or propagating from 

^ James iii. 6. 8. t 
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Hpne, of you could be guilty of deliberate 
caiiHdt. Tfd^' sattie 

gin pf eviUspedkmgt uffi ''^in' br'injU^^'Wit 
neigbbolii’’r ob&jic±er, sbe^ibg etil oti 
him behind' his‘| blAfclc, 'When WfeithinkthA 
'wliai we- s^y ‘is founded In ttufh. This a 
sin which is e'^ety WhCrle most deplorably 
prevalent ; and a sin, which is tl^e disgrace, 
and w'hicV Occasions the disquiet, of e\^ery 
towp an4 viHdwe in the kipgaum ; and from 
which few of it is to be fparpd, are en- 
tirely free. ' Mahy,‘ even of those who profesS, 
and to a degree really' fbel, d rerfereneb for 
4jrod pnd his laWs, and are carefully Observ- 
ant of many of the duties of rCligien, are 
yqt too apt to h® g'ilhy ii' this instance. 
The tongue, according to the expression of 
the apostle, from whoiU my text is taken, is 
60 unruli}, so tinjtameable an ewfl, that those 
who havb 'made sonib good progress in reli- 
gion in other reSpects, and tm-ough God’s 
Help have got the better Of many other cor- 
ruptions, haVe hitherto not succeeded in 
qonqueri^ this ;~perhaps, from the poW‘er 
pf self-deqeit, haVe hardly in good earnest 
a^^emptedjto db it. Let me beg of you, there* 
,forp, your Smioh^ attentioh fhe’observa* 
tldns which l/wi^h^'tb' difer^ UpOp a vice so 
widjCly preyaiein!^' hnd''at fhe gathie time so 
ulterly fnooyisteht', 'witW 'eVeiW 'tthrt Of the 

Chryiahchkbfer.'' ‘ ' 

To prevent , misap^rehet^io^, ‘ ho Weye^i I 
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must remark, that there are coses, in which 
it is' lawful to speak what we know to aoo-* 
ther’s prejudice. We may be called on fairly 
to do so, either by zeal for the glory of God, 
or by a love of> justice, or by a sincere desire 
to promote the reformation and amendment 
of him of whom we speak. When we are 
honestly satisfied in our consciences, that we 
have such reasons as 4hese, for speaking of 
any fault or eiTor committed by another, we 
are at liberty to do it. If^ for instance, we 
know that any one has so far violated the 
laws of his country, that the general welfare 
of society requires that he should be pu- 
nished ; or if, when he has been charged 
with an offence by some other person, we 
are called upon to declare what we know 
before the civil magistrate, we not only may, 
but ought, to declare it. So again, a sincere 
desire for a neighbour’s reformation, may 
very properly induce us to mention to him, 
in the spirit of gentleness and friendship, 
what We have seen or heard to his discredit ; 
or, for the same good purpose; to speak of 
it,' itt' the same spirit, to some one who is 
likely to. have* influence with him; — ^perhaps 
to ''the minister, 'tinder tt’hoBe spiritual care 
he lives, is especially appointed to Watch 
for* his soul, and to warn hittv bgainst such 
practices < as would lead hhn to destruction. 
Again, we may lawfully disclose what we 
know to another's 'prgudioe when it is abso- 
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lately necessary for the clearing of ow oy^n 
character, or tliat of some .innocent person* 
unjustly traduced. Or if ' we see the young 
and inexperienced in danger of being led 
astray by the artifices of some bad man, of 
whose real character they are ignorant, we 
certainly do well to put them on their guard, 
and to warn them of the danger to which 
they are exposed. Excepting, however, iu 
these and the like cases, — except either Just 
iice or charity clearly require us to speak, — 
we can hardly be too tender of our neigh*- 
hour’s reputation, or too careful that we say 
nothing that may in the slightest degree in- 
jure it. “ Whether it be to friend or foe,” 
^ays the son of Sirach, “ talk not of other 
y men’s lives ; and if thou canst without 
offence, reveal them not’.” Reveal them 
not; do not divulge what you know against 
any man, unless you are satisfied that you 
really do wrong to conceal it. 

If we repeat whatever we have heard by 
common report, we shall probably in very 
many instances be chargeable with the guilt 
not only! of evil-speaking or back-biting, but 
.in, some measure even of slamler itself. For 
every . one knows,, that of the many, fll-natured 
reportsrthat are spread abroad,, the greater 
.part are I not true ;-rrat least not true tO' their 
lull extent. .C<i>nseqiuem;ly,,..you.are in dan- 
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tUtnder, tJiiienBVW^' 'you' 'flay latoy fehiTi^'-to ftti- 
‘Other 'nian^'- dis(}reditiiiwhich''JyofU' hate 'W0% 
very good teason' to bfelievo to be trh^. 'J'o 
plead, that you only say' what you havfe 
heard, and what nnoltitudes report as well 
^ you, is no exousb whatever. The guilt of 
slander attaches, not tally to its first author, 
hut in some degree todevery ohe that gives it 
circulation. 

But even supposing that you ate well as- 
sured that what you say is true 5 still, yoU 
have no right to say it \ you still are charge- 
able with the unmanly, unchristian, Vice of 
back-biting and evilspeaking. Reflect ttoW 
for a moment on the gieatness of this sio» 
You all are sensible of the' wilue of character. 
You all know, that there are few thin^ 
vVhich every man holds more dear than hiS 
good name. It is in itself of great worth— 
and upon it many depend, almost entirely* 
for the means of subsistence-*^so that if you 
rob them of their character,' you rob then* 
of their means' of getting their bread. Many 
of those 'Who are' in -the habit Of atlowinjg 
th^selvteS'ito talk froely of their neighbour's 
^Itfl, would be highly oflfend'ed to be them-J 
selves suspected of thieving — they look Updjtt! 
d 'Mi^'WJth iContempti} and" think' that ‘no- 
thin^atioutd «etn^;theni> <to '^Sfoop 
to be guilty of so base a sin. But are they 
less guilty, when they depihte a man of his 



shswfcedl(to tcfee 
i ({«a^aWe/j:©f uddfh^gwMm , vctfw Afe 
jlSW’^Syirrfbft^i 4hi|]ilsf /][itt{g>^)9£^tfpb^h)gfi hisi 1 jof 
,t^t, v«lj#f:hKis^4e»r;ei}f‘t<frihim(»feba« Inuw^eyi^ 
.fQSir'ao’gop^l/Bainft” l&^^TX«Mllj“isr.Tk|- 
ffj^Jbeii,5to-,(t^,-chp5b»iiftKafflt gre&i rlQbps,V’i;jA 
iQPftBPfWHriftHief .-pt^ftlftiiperhap^ )t 0 >i irelipy#-^ his 
ia'.fio tascjjselfonihirrfiicefc*- 

>?a|«li|.i still 

by his crime. The evil-speaker oxi^iiSi^tltiiev 
li^iS'svjfnw. Q&)hia;iinosti liValfipbJei ! j^psssE^n, 
•witlioMt).^hav,ing etvsns:- aiio appetoancef) oKMaii» 
vajHftgp /tp ihimselC tpi pieadt iii Agau}, . IM 
i^uaf,U bfiishpnldube yfejipught tpifl.-Q|)B»tsujtefr, 
the-,^6ih6e«ityv\9f ibis r^i#titaed 
bj|.iT)ii>hiflg. restitution, %; “;givi»g,i(^ftin(.th&t 
tbat-rhs jhasii^rpUl^di” sThe-evilrS^akeY, 
JjOYf Pveiv • jputs , .repsratioa , i but of , . ttisf ! po weY. 

( ibrouglit to i irepemtancejf! hp-i wayi * wish 
to ^'hst he hasnsalditaTiji ?</«^rthb)evi!l 
thgbho has;4^p,.hwfcit.is nojWitoo latet-f;.: The 
ftviV iieppyiliTthvough .hiSiwitieails has spread 
9#d' iwide iti la uttered- by . a diwbdted t ibaitgives j 
s>n4 f 4ie hfls I nbti iTjeapsi lefi' stoppiBgi its oihi't?^ 
^MovoWS progtess; And. shall. welmyifriendfe^ 
prptottdiithftt #eiai‘e Chri$tiatisk and-iM-guiltyi 
fwavdsdany ifeUowi-HiotiliaAiK^.'shth.a 
iffljwy ga, this, lit--, iu i,.,t ).,cj>,i(v . ./l-v. 

~()iThe;feupdfttion,(Pf |;h^(flere«al .btanghe&ofi 
PWr74oty,.itQ]vaflds (Ouij-i^igfejlaiiMtr toii.that^iiWa 
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riiftiuld love- him- as ourself ; and we : know, 
that “ he that loveth not his brother abideth 
“in death,” in spiritual deatii, tending to 
death eternal. But how can we pretend that 
we thus love oitf neighbour, when we wrong 
him in so tendier a part, — when we despoil 
him of what he holds most dear ? Again, 
the rule by which our conduct towards other 
men should be regulated, is, that golden one 
of “ doing as we would be done by ; — of 
“ doing unto all men as we would they should 
“ do unto us.” And are we willing to have 
our character tom to pieces, our good name 
stolen away from us, by the backbiting 
tongues of the malicious or of the thought- 
less ? If we are jealous of our own reputa- 
tion, if we feel — painfully and deeply feel — 
when men “ shoot out their arrows, even 
bitter words,” against us, and strive to 
lower us in the opinion of those among whom 
we dwell, — let us not be guilty of inflicting 
on others a wound, which we feel so acutely 
ourselves ; — let us not do to others an injury, 
which, when offered to ourselves, we com- 
plain of as cowardly and cruel. A man who. 
speaks evil of his /fiend, is justly looked 
upon as base and unworthy but the Chris- 
tian religion, which requires us to love all 
men; as burselves, requires us so far to treat 
all men as friends, as not to injure them 
in this manner. Attend particularly to the 
words df my text* Speak not ievU one of 
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another, brethren,’’ says the apostle. We 
are all brethren, brethren by creation, and 
still more brethren by redemption and adop- 
tion. For brethren, in any way, to injure 
each other, is most unreasonable and un- 
natural. “ Sirs, ye are brethren” says ]Moses> 
" why do ye wrong one to another ?” The 
affecting consideration of such a relationship, 
ought to have withhold them ; and it ought 
still to withhold us from speaking evil one of 
another. 

And in order to be liable to this heavy 
guilt, it is not necessary, that what you lay 
to your 'neighbour’s charge should be some 
heavy and serious crime. If you unneces- 
sarily say any thing to lower his character, 
though you impute to him only what are 
deeined trivial faults or follies, yet, if it tends 
really to lorver his character, you offend 
against both the precepts and the spirit of 
religion. 

Various are the ways in which men are 
guilty of the sin of evil-speaking. Some 
men attack their neighbour’s character by 
a direct and specific charge ; — some say, that 
they repeat merely what they have heard 
from others, thus weakly thinking to remove 
the blame from their own shoulders;— others 
will profess to disbelieve some ill-natured 
8toi*y, which, however, they are careful to 
repeat, asnd, if i they can,* to get beheved by 
those to whom they address it ; — and others, 

r6 



agftH'Pif iho I|fe(nlts>>io 

cfe«t^7 will ft^k t<J”ipWer>«he(i!pffcfeigW[«iur^dt 
re^tttytibn >/ ' ftscvibio^ ' Ih 9< -ftirtefc f defe«lsi i to t 

SOttlfeVvHlWc^*thy‘'ftK)thfliSi^"'' » i' Mf vd il.i:i!< ■)//• 
'This'' last '^de^cfiptiwi 'Of •' 0vii}-speabin^>'9ar/ 
what Is' ex^eSsed by*' thefwoi'd'iife^mfcliow;' 
Deltkciioii ■ Consists -in iehdoavoUring < to lower ■ 
a g^oe?' charaicter, ‘by<{>ointing out blennishes 
or picking holes in it, .by miBrepresenting itS' 
virtues,' and ' exaggerating its tlefedts. ■ ' ' ItV for ^ 
instance, ia man is liberal ih giving, the ' 
trdctor Wilt call hitn profuse and ostentatfota ? 
if'.he is frugal, he calls-liim pitiful 'and sordkJif 
In the representatiwis ofa iman addicted tO' 
detriitUon, a reasonable' prudence becbiwieS 
worldly cunning 5 bravery is termed i rashi-' 
neSs •, humility, meanness j dhd * religion, 
liy^crisy. ' ■ ' • 

It would be endless 'to- lUention allrthe vat* 
ridds manners of hurtidg a mart’s character. 
They all fall under tho general 'name 
speakings backbiting, mk alb ohdigeabld 
with' the heavy degree Of guilt which I< liava> 
endeavoured to point out to 'you^j- And porw 
these ai^' litfie less to "blame; who ieno 
courage ' e*e^speaking"by ' listeilingf to 4ti witlt 
rdadiness'atid ftttdiitik!>h/' 'It'^'isJairiold 

"if’ there ''vtetb' .mb '-nechiyirs bfilstoleb 
pbi^sv'feere Wbuld^hfe iiO'thievefc^i<atid!itl«ia^’ 
bd'^sifeff^ WitW^equai tfttthjthhbfifl'ttiarfe iweoq 
ho "Ifet^hefSi'ttierei'WbVildvbe? iale-beianrers; 
jao evil-speakers'; 



Norfjwiil «f eyiyp^Hffigiiappi$#«i 

theiileMiiwheiftiifwe jinquim iWo th^/ 
frcmi fwbkh ituproce^dg 5 Trhi«^ wUith inqmrjf* 
we shall be led to considf^y gome pf tbp 
which I men, sometimes ndv^ne^ m 'epcusetfov 
it. > One great cause of it is p;a<fe and sef/7 
comeit. Elated with the ima^nation pf their 
own virtvie, with the conceit that they aic 
not as other poen are, men aiie tempted to 
endeatour to blacken the character of their 
neighbour* tlrat their own may appear thp 
brighter by contrast, and that they may be 
permitted to a’jswme a sort of snpeiwiity 
over them. “ Pride,” we know, “ was , not 
" made for man and we are told in Scrip- 
ture, that ‘‘the pioqd in heart are an abomi- 
“ nation to the Lord when thisj, therefore^ 
is the source of evil-speaking, a man is guilty 
of a complicated* of a double sin. 

An opposite description of men fall into 
evil-speakiuig from a cause the reyci'se of 
thisk Having by their .follies and their vices, 
destuoj^ed and ruined their own characteps^ 
they are an^ous to bring .every one el^ 
down to the same level with 'themselves, 
thus their reputation may. no longer bq 
ened^biy oompaiispn withjithppe ithftt arifiiun- 

btemishtd. -Perils too, they know! POi,mnsh 
ill i <©f > themselwes*! Shaft they , , are r^Jly 1 4i^ 
posed to). think) ifttetiShjeffle ils„noth|ip» 
ini mani-ahd th^ft..evht’ynqpp^thiqa .ftf>)g^>o4T 
ness and religion is merely a.pjrpftq^t-i^'Pdoft 
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cheat. This, I suspect, is iio tiniisual cause 
of backbiting; but it is a cause Vvbich most 
men will be ashamed to own. 

A third source of this sin of evil-speaking 
is the spirit of revenge. A man has received, 
or thinks that he has received, some injury, 
which the corrupted feelings of his nature 
prompt him to revenge. The dread of the 
correction of the laws of the land, or perhaps 
the fear of an encounter with him whom he 
deems his enemy, prevents him from aveng- 
ing himself with his hand. He therefore 
seeks to do it with the tongue. Under the 
influence of this dark passion he attacks his 
enemy’s character, and by injuring his good 
name inflicts wounds of the worst and sorest 
nature. Now you all know, that every feel- 
ing and gratification of revenge is forbidden 
by the religion of Christ. “ Dearly beloved,” 
says the apostle, “ avenge not yourselves, 

but rather give place unto wrath : for it is 
“written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 

saith the Lord And if we are absolutely 
forbidden to avenge ourselves in any other 
way, least of all should we seek revenge in 
so base and dastardly a manner as by ba^ik- 
hiimg or 'evil-speaking. 

Some men, again, will run down a neigh- 
bour’s character without any ill-feeling to- 
ward him, but for the salte oi paying court , 


’ Rom. xii. 19, 
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of wakiog themselves . acceptable,; to , him 
to whom' they are speakiing ; — who, as they 
imagine, has conceived some dislike to , the 
person whose character is assailed. Those 
who are guilty of evil-speaking from such 
considerations, are, if possible, more inex- 
cusable, and chargeable with greater mean- 
ness, even than those whom I last mentioned. 

But perhaps, after all, the most usual 
cause of evil-speaking is a mere love of talk- 
ing, coupled with the vanity of seeming to 
know more than the rest of the world, and 
attended by a general spirit of levity and 
thoughtlessness. But surely, a man’s good 
name and reputation is far too serious and 
valuable a thing to be trifled away in this 
light and foolish manner. Inconsideration 
in matters of religion is a fault utterly un- 
worthy of an immortal and responsible being, 
where ourselves alone are concerned ; but, 
it becomes doubly blaraeable, where it occa- 
sions so serious a wrong to a neighbour 
as injuring his reputation. Remember that 
striking passage in the Proverbs of Solomon ; 
As a mad man, who casteth firebrands, 
arrows, and death ; so is th(i man that de- 
ceiveth” (or as it is in another* version, 
that haQkbketh) his neighbour, and saith, 
** Am not I in sport ‘2” 

And as ovil-speaking is thus evil in itself 


* Prov. xxvi. 8.'19, 



sp .m <!<))n&mi^mhvk iftipw 

lifWerT^WiWy-' '^UicHnife d®es .-^.^ hiflV/ w^Q* 

/flpf uij^llyv^JWk 
l?^}Pgu4iyjsii9i^< >iPl4}P^l|tiv?piti^,} 

. As, ‘/ ^:herpntlwrP)Af|iiqii<^r 

‘‘fearer, , tljp i^rjifft 1 1*q uPtheji 
bpp4, p,,jta^-b^prw.. sflpaff^fli?|;H[,fyi9rjr„||-ipn49i 
aw4,liis.W!9ircis}?re as ivtffiynd{5 \„„o,i ,-, . urrA ' 

• {FTPrai • all , ,ih(m > icqnsi^ai:^ liiA*y5<( j ymh 1 
well,sui)pqi^..tU^ ,of ayii-«ppa^W>W 

e»r^^.y,,v^|ii6re,'str<^ly ^pqkeiv,?g^j:,;4^?- 
S-wptu^e.i , . Holy , .D^vidwiin , tr^Jia 
rp^igioit^ , ertia^p, | Whoso .spyjvil y-u.^Und^r 
"lethihis qdghbour^ hipi .iVS’iJU Ii des^i’iOyff-M 
And, in thp fiftepntli Psalpi ,givps it qs<p«e of 
tha qhai^ct^'istJos . of hivaMiOi^hojiild ascqnd 
tV!,liolyyhiU x>f jtUp Ij^cMjdiJihat ,heti“ hath<.pqt 
“slandered his neigAh^^H’l' -piaia^iit ia -in 
tl^, , Bible ,y|0rsitMA) Pft , Bsalpuai - “-be • that 
“i^ckhitpih ;.iiat,., with, ,hia topgpie,>r-Bor, 

“,t^keih. up;kP „rqBrpafth. against, his /, npighr. 
‘^hpurV?, fQpr//blesspd Bond^ chtssqs ,/a^ 0 _ 
witn^s with jpurdpy.'p.ndi’i.qdnUery',;. 4^nd(/I^. 

ranks, J^a^Witfirsitu ^ithi fqvpipatora#, qndj 
ittpvderqrPi ^.hafcerp.|<?^.^Qo4,i.,>yithi(4M>ap, (rf, 
whopi nhe;,p?/!pres^,,-,§9-ys*--!tlv^-'tl^jr 

<li: ifi!// n t: •>: ‘‘jnnii /tl 

^ Prov. xxvi. 20. xviii, 8, * Ps. ci. 6. 

f vf * 



"ttdt ' iAlieiit tfrtf kirigdbirf God.”' AgaSi'r; 
iti th^ i^bfl!d Episticf to TimoHiy, hfe lileh- 
tiob^ false •acctiSatioh as 6rie ef'thi sifis 
those who have form fif gotMiness, httfc 
'*deny the bower tliereof*," who are Chris- 
tians in profession and Outward appearance, 
not in reahty. And to the hke purport the 
apostle, from Whom my text is taken, assures 
us, that ** if any man among you seem to be 
‘‘religious, and bridleth not his tongue, this 
“ man’s religion is vain He may se&m, 
and may pretend, to be religious ; but if he 
bridleth not his tongue, if he gives way to 
evil-speaking and backbiting. Or slandering, 
“he deceiveth his own heart,” and hi^ reli- 
gion is vain ; it is vain and ineffectual as to 
regulating his conduct in this life, and will 
be found to have been vain in the life to 
come. “By thy words,” says our Saviour* 
“thou shalt be Justified, and by thy words 
“ thou shalt be condemn^ 

Let us therefore, my friends, strive to cor- 
rect both in oumelves, and in those with 
whom we converse, the pernicious and dan- 
gerous sin of evih-speahing. With holy DhVid 
let' us resolve td take heed unto opr ways, 
that we offond not with ohr tongue’. Let 
i»’ care^illyJ 'guard almost ovll-speakihg oub** 
selves; an^ give' mo encouvagett^ent to -it ‘in 
others, by appearing to listen to it with ap- 
' ‘I / 

* James i. 26. * Matt. xii. 37, * Ps. Xxix. 1. 
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probation and pleasure. Let us ever re- 
member, that if guilty of backbiting, we 
offend against the fundamental precepts of 
our holy religion, — against the love of our 
neighbour, — and against the rule of doing aS 
we would be done by. Let us remember, 
that by this vice we are guilty of a mean sort 
of stealing, of robbing our neighbour of that 
which is dearer to him than his money or his 
goods. 

To guard against this sin will require un- 
remitting care and watchfulness, for the 
habits of society and our own corruption 
render us continually liable to fall into it. 
We shall however think such care and watch- 
fulness well bestowed, if we seriously reflect 
upon the hateful nature and dangerous con- 
sequences of the sin of evil-speaking. And 
because our care and vigilance will be inef- 
fectual without God’s assistance, — since “ the 
^'tongue is an unruly evil, which no man," 
of his own strength alone, “ hath tamed or 
"can tame — ^let us seek from heaven 
strength equal to the task, let us beseech 
God to " set a watch over our lips, and to 
" keep tjie door of our mouth,” to restrain us 
by his grace from slander and evil-speaking, 
and to render our tongues, as well as all our 
other members, instruments of righteousness 
and of his glory. 


James iii. 8. 
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O God, forasmuch as without tJiee we are not able to 
please thee in any thing, particularly in tlie proper govern- 
ment of the tongue, do thou by thy grace assist us in con- 
trolling that unruly memher. Set a watch, O Lord, over 
our lips, and keep the door of our mouth, that we may so 
take head unto our ways, as that we may not offend in 
tongue. Beep us from the base and unchristian sin of 
slandering and backbiting, and grant that our speech, in- 
stead of injuring our neighbour, may be made the instru- 
ment of his edification and of thy glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 



; .‘ri/ /fi • ! ' 

'i riM T/‘ 

RiilLIX<fr)QR ABUSaViEXANiyUAQE. 


1 Cor. vi. 10. ^ 

llJorjtbkT^s, iKW xioy^pist nor i drunkards, |K>r |REyiL- 
f.ER^ nor^ extortioners,. shAU,im}ier4 tlio: k:ingd<?^l jof 
' /Go^. , , , ' ' . ' I ’ ' 

T(HE- guilt mi eviihspeaUng 'is generally, felt, 
and there ate i few wlro & not acknowledge 
Oie necessity of guarding against- it. . - Theffe 
arfei' lioWever, l! apprehend, many persons, 
whoi thdogh. they , think it wrong ; and cow- 
ardly — '(as. it most certainly, ;Ss)-r-to .speak 
e^vil of a man : in: his absence, nrako ■ np scruple 
of speaking eviluof hith in hiP ^ presence :;-r*T- 
hrho will not traduce a man.hehihd- his hack, 
but freely allow' fhemselwes tioi abuse < him ;to 
his'facei c Nothing is naoro foommoh hhan.-to 
hdar those iwho are lirrilateily'OE prPvofcedjifW? 
out! of-hamouU'With apy oney (giving' -vent tP 
ftlieir oB^y passioju . by ? abosivb languagoy by 
icallihg him ! reprbaohfi^ natlies, >^4 laying; b> 
hisf'chBi^ ^afvairifeiy'O'f ctmieSv >Tb^;,if the 
Isin, ih ScripturO is caUedi.rra^^ or 
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reviling, and a very heavy sin it is. Nothing 
can be more opposite to the meek, and gen- 
tle, and forbearing spirit of Christianity ; 
nothing rnqrf ^f^nljr picj^e^s'^’om the cor- 
ruption of our nature. Accordingly you will 
observe, that in the passage which I have 
chosen for my textr'^^^ers, that is, persons 
who are :^dnf- the/ -hahfe 'of aeingi. abusive lan- 
guage, are classed .with idolaters, adulterers, 
and thieves; and, together with them, de- 
clared to be incapable of inheriting the king- 
dom of God. 

-*A‘‘^n'of .th»>tfongi? 0 i!whicyy'iB so repognarfl 
to fhd^^'‘^irit! 6f''G^htetiaiiity,''Snd sb'dreaid^ul 
in its consequences, appears to reqxiire'to be 
sid^t^ ’ -^itself. I'v'-W'ost, i i»o#ev5$r, i ii- 

febbi ioptbceedf; faiitherv''ob8ervay tliati :thetie 
hase^j itriwteteh:^itiisii»ii!(?ti*only'}awfol, bit 
.a!^i!^;{tO''.teUiia man-ito<th(is fkceJ of ' hisiifaults, 
and' ]fylafailyi‘tOf' “JseCfibifore’iihioisithe' things 
^♦'Which;' he-"haei' done/ tltnis dawful 
t^,' ■whOnov«»''we )ar0i>sati6fled/ inMout ii«Ti 
con'seifettoes that we doiit froiva rasl'cox^cehi 
• dither'; 'the 'glwyfof. Oodj^o# for tho gobd 

‘Of 'mtin;'‘*‘M5lf; him pirtioulOrly^ tb; t'^heth wfe 
‘th US' ■ ‘^dre^ i ©orselves <when .we '^do' lit 

^itiKwit ‘indeGeni'Vehieiiencev'ttift o»ithi ctalni- 
«tie^S mid‘<tet]qipevj'> 1^ ihstanoejriltilist'often- 
4^ie$;'‘e!^die»b^i:aviiag4St»b1p tei'speakiSti 
teretfS/Of IveproofjJto 

tlib pu4F^'e of JKmMn^> hcitwifeel csoo^thingidf 
''«sn*w]Si©' H)ibibamei fouJJliis^^vfl! di«fe? =o«i 
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also for the sake of public example, and of 
inducing others to avoid the crime which 
they hear thus publicly reproved. So again, 
the ministers of religion are oftentimes re- 
quired by their office, to tell men of their 
sins to their face, for the sake of humbling 
them, for the sake of repressing their proud 
self-conceit, and of bringing them to repent- 
ance. And they may for these good pur- 
poses, and for the public correction of sin, 
find it expedient sometimes to do this with a 
degree of publicity, and before many wit- 
nesses. Thus St. Paul directs Timothy to 
reprove, and to rehulce, as well as to exhort * ; 
and he bids Titus to rehulce certain men 
sharply, “ that they may be sound in the 
"faith*.” Again, the former of these apos- 
tolical men he charges in another place, " to 
" rehulce them that sin” — that sin, that is, no- 
toriously, and scandalously — openly " before 
" all, that others also may fear In a si-» 
milar manner in the Old Testament the Al- 
mighty bids his servants, the prophets, to 
" cry aloud,” and " spare not to show his 
" people their transgression, and the house of 
** Jacob .their 'sins And accordingly, we 
often find the messengers of the most High 
using the strongest language of reproof. 
Thus Isaiah calls the Jews, " a people laden 


* 2 Titn. iv. 2. 

* 1 Tim. V. 10, 


* Titus i. 13. 

* Isaiah Iviii. 1. 
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with, iniquity, a seed of evil-doers, children 
"that are corrupters’.” Thus John the 
Baptist termed the Scribes and Pharisees, a 

generation of vipers ^ and our blessed 
Lord himself addresses the Jewish teachers 
in various terms of reproach ; he calls them 
" an evil and adulterous generation ®,” fools 
and blind guides, hypocrites, and children of 
the devil*. And the ministers of religion 
now may sometimes feel themselves obliged 
by the sacred commission which they bear, 
to reprove and to rebuke, perhaps to use the 
language of reproach ; though it must still 
be done " with all long-suifering and gentle- 
" ness.” Even private persons may, and 
sometimes ought, to address themselves in 
this manner to those whom they observe 
doing wrong, in order that they may bring 
them to amendment and reformation : " Thou 
“shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour,” 
said the Jewish law, "and not sutler sin upon 
" him ®.” 

In these and the like cases, to tell a man 
openly of his faults, though it is in a degree 
to speak evil of him to his face, is. certainly 
lawful, and is not to be called reviling. It 
is right in itself, and proceeds from a right 
principle, from a concern for the honour of 


’ Isaiah i. 4. * Matt. iii. 7. * Matt. xii. 39. 

* Joha viii. 44'. * Lev, six. 17. 
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religioai, and' the iwelfare ©f out* nei^boctt'S 
soul. /' < ‘ i ifi ' I I I I ' ' 

A imn is guilty of th)e siin of rhiUng 6t 
vilhtg, when not from any tight f»rinc^pli^ but 
from the instigation of his own cornet phs-* 
sions, from pride, from anger, or fVortl * re- 
venge, he assails another with repmachful 
language, calls him abusive names,' aihd 
taunts and insults him, by la 3 ang to his 
charge either the faults ftf which he has ad-* 
tually been guilty, or sins of which he is in-' 
nocent. For yon will observe, we have nO 
right to reproach a man even with the sins, 
with which ho really is cliargeable, in a 
taunting, insulting manner, or from a feeling 
of anger or contempt. And if we reproach 
him with crimes of which he is ipnocent, if 
we bestow on him injurious names, which he 
in no way deserves, and “ lay to his charge 
"things which he knows not,” we are guilty 
of the worst sort of reviling; are guilty of 
something like slander or calumny, as well as 
of railing. And as we are thus chargeable 
with do^lffv guilt, we expose ourselves' ' to 
double punishment. 

I would here remark by the way, that the 
offensive and dteadfal practice of sweariieg 
ot nny one, of cursing, and damning^ him, fal^ 
directly under tfce prohibition of the ' text. 
Not only is it a flagrant violation of tWe' third 
qcmtttiamlgient, a breach of our duty Awards 
God, but.it is'also a vUry'had species of rail^ 
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att.t(€3apre8$H)h)of ‘Ufiiclfiasti^ii'raBiw 
lence and ill-will, which if properly cohsfc^ 
deredb «QUld\ herqljy pttoaeedil&Qtttt onyr ^ne 

vf ho , hajd . f iMfelerlyi ^thuown off all tfegard'^br 

religi9iJfif«"!-i<»)"it//" •-'ui /io; ■■;!■* 

,iThoi$in jof I now'hinied#^ 

$pnfietuBeS) t pfioieeeds.iiprincipaUy'i from prjde^ 
‘pi'fhose 4jf^,:a!n ovenboa»ing terhp©rw of a hs^^yi 
and arrogant' . ! spirit,, j r aefeinw.- - ithafc i right ^ , of 
treating with! . coiitj^pti,. i those whom 
think beneath thorn,— their servantSj perhaps^ 
©r labour^rs,-T-andti.of .iexpajessii^ [thisuiconn 
tempt on*^^© most trifling locoasions in . in,'-^ 
jurioug ilangua^^. Kotv: injurious: langu^, 
when it .proceeds from any, vicious > principle 
whatever, is la grievous,! sin,; but surely. It 
becjoraes peculiarly ■ tmmanly and disgracefidi, 
when addressed >to those wko, from their cir<^ 
cumstance® and situation in life, are to a 
certain degree ptecluded ■ from answering. It 
is very ungenerous;; to tciike advantage of;iany 
little difference : in rank or station for’ such . a 
purp^e-ii . : ( ! 

' Parents, also Pshould -earriestly*} ©xhoart, not 
to make use of any description of .Kangh 'lam-‘ 
guage .ito their .diildteUii,. for , the purpose I of 
eufordng .their authority,, r is distressing 
thi hear la father , or mother angrily upbraiding 
ai, child. [with stupidity for i^oraircej-^which 
pFohablyi is not ia anytidegche its ow;ii. faulty 
-ror addressing it in taunting or in:insultii>g 
words. It <is in itself a • very peimicious 
33 s 
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habit, and the ehects which it may have upon 
the temper and character of the child are 
most painful. It tends to lessen its love and 
filial respect for its parents, to sour its tem- 
per, to render it needlessly unhappy, and to 
give it the habit of using the same bad lan- 
guage to its play-fellows, perhaps even to the 
parents themselves. 

The most general occasion of railing or 
abusive language, is anger. When a person 
is provoked, or put out of temper by any one, 
he is apt to express his anger in reproachful 
words ; sometimes in curses and* impreca- 
tions. He would perhaps vent his wrath by 
actual violence and striking, but being with- 
held from this by the strong arm of the law, 
or by the fear of bodily hurt, he has recourse 
to the violence of the tongue. It is possible, 
we know, to be angry without being guilty 
of sin : but when anger expresses itself in 
this manner, it is both sinful in itself, and the 
occasion of sin. It is to no purpose, there- 
fore, for a man, when he is guilty of reviling, 
of using reproachful language, to say that he 
was provoked to it, that he was in a passion, 
and could nob help it. It is the duty of a 
Christian not to be " easily provoked but 
to keep his passions — the passion of anger 
among the rest — within proper bounds. To 
assist him in doing this he has the precepts 


' 1 Cor. xiii. 5 , 
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and the sanction of religion, and above all, 
the offer of the help of the Holy Spirit. If 
he does not seek or make use of this help, 
and disregards tliese precepts and sanctions, 
he disregards them at his peril. 

Men and women are particularly ready to 
advance this excuse, when they have them- 
selves been assailed with abusive language; 
when accosted with reproachful words, they 
think that they must have a right to answer 
in the same strain. Their adversary is con- 
sequently ^more irritated; and they thus go 
on vying with each other in abuse, and ut- 
tering words and reproaches most disgrace- 
ful to those who use them ; and not only re- 
pugnant to every feeling and principle of 
religion, but shocking to common decency. 
If after the ferment of anger has passed 
away, any expostulation is offered on the 
sinfulness and scandal of such conduct, the 
reply will probably be, " He or she called 
“ me names first, and surely I had a right to 
" answer in the same manner ; was I to be 
“ abused and reviled, and yet was I bound 
** to bear it without retorting T Believe me, 
you had no right to answer abuse with abuse ; 
you were hound to bear it without retorting. 
This would have been your wisest course in 
common prudence. While “ grievous words,” 
such as those which you were provoked to 
use, “ stir up anger,” a " soft answer tumeth 

s 2 



mb3^‘'ffo ’bn3ivdi''^"at- bH,'-yodi-‘’a'dtdfgbry 
\v^6tiM MVd^be^ffl ash'ittfed of^gbi^g'btij bV'ihe 
of ‘life 'iybtiM ‘hbvevgbhb'’t)ut'fbt 

^a'nt'bf ftfel.’ And'- this- bugHtf tb“Jia'vb htebh 
ybur cdti'i^i^e^ • from thfe’ wbll-known'prin^iplbs 
of Christiat^.' I I'cafinot^ tbo dbbii’ reiidM 
you^' thbt our ‘hbly ' religion allbws tiS hi lio 
case to feVelige ourseHes ; brtd'''part}c!iilaTly 
bautioiis us not to answer abuSe inith ainlse. 
St. Peter expressly bids us, not "to render 
evil for <n*il, or raHing for raUhtg, but coh- 
tratriwisc blessing We are not to render 
railing for railing: nothing can 'bfe plainer. 
In the Same spirit, our blessed Lord, in his 
divine sermon on the mount, had said " Bless 
** them that curse you This precept is to 
be understood of all those, -who in any 'way 
abuse or revile you, ot treat you with con- 
tempt: " bless and cvirse not:” give good 
language for bad : answer them not in the 
spirit in which they assail you. 

Our Lord himself gave us an ex!ample, that 
we should follow' his steps : and his exam|)le 
Me are bound to follow, if we wbuld' be pat- 
takers of his 'resurrection. But he especially 
biHs hs tp imitate him in meekrieSS'apd gen- 
tleness under itAirfes. We'are, by'theat)dsfle, 
fdf 'btlr diteefipn,' jjiaTOcularly 'chmgbd tb bbgr 

* Prov. XV. 1. Pet. iii, 9. ® Matt. v. 44. 



*^;rw^f?,.n^t,,^g£»m ; 7 rwM^?iif^e s^%^i h,^ 
7,f|h?:eafiene4tnot]',:’ !..§,i^, jiti^rer 

fpire,, , .^olfitRnly ,' 4p|d j ^ftrn^stjy. , , to rp, y pn, 

jpp^ify iypu, ipsfpg, thp) Uk^,.lu| reto^p. , i am 
HC^.spealdpg. i>p>y pCvyiiatf priy%gp yp^ pay 
think y,pu ,-p^y pla,im,, from, tip, cusjboms or 
thp : spirit ,o^ , the wpiiW. ., ,\yith; ,tfiese customs 
and i that spiriii we , Ipyp nothing to dn-es;- 
cept , in mauy cases; . tp avoid, , and . to . ship 
thePK - But I am, , speaking of jWiat isi your 
duty, as C/iiiistkins, of what, is required , of you 
by lypur religion. Be assured,, that that , reli- 
gipn has-i PP ,ppciple. more .clear, -no ppcept 
more express, than, that you a.l'enpt to answer 
ak.use, with ^tise, that you pe, ipt, tp render 
railing for, failing. ., i, ; i ,,, , 

. Not only in the, case pf being ourselves as- 
sailed \yi,th reproachful >yprds, hpt in every 
case, the use .pf suchjpigpsige— excepting as 
I stated towards, the entsct.pf tlfis diScoupn^ 
yyherp , , it . is required by, ! fan , 4 fipm, 

s’pme fight;' Pfinciple-Tis,;ptterry dnepnsistmt 
with ,jthf,,.Cind^ian ' c^VJictor.j .,lt„ge^t 9 ^aily, 
if upt aivyaySi iinphe^i'a 46StoP.pt 
- 777 UPW utteyfCPntcppt jFP atf^ijRPtnPejpift# 

tp.iecl ,fRr-;,anynfe%w-creetm^,^^Sf% 
any felh3vy^,^htisi4a!ilTr''iA9Po*‘ffi^-1^fi!?#^^^ 

it is he that is void of wisdom,” and he 
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only, " that despiseth his neighbour Re- 
member the words of our Saviour, Wh6- 
soever shall say to his brother, Raca,” (that 
is, worthless fellow,) ‘‘ shall be in danger of 
" the council : but whosoever shall say. Thou 
fool, shall be in danger of hell fire Here 
the word fool is used as an expression of the 
lowest contempt. Reviling, or using abusive 
language, is so great a sin, that St. Paul ad- 
vises us to avoid the society of those who are 
guilty of it. “ I have written unto you,” 
says he, " not to keep company, if any man 
that is called a brother,” that is, that pro- 
fesses to be a Christian, “ be a fornicator, or 
" covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner ; with such an 
one no not to eat A railer — a person 
who is in the habit of attacking his neigh- 
bour, with rough language — is here, you see, 
ranked by St. Paul with idolaters, and for- 
nicators and extortioners, and declared un- 
worthy of being admitted into the company 
of Christians. And as he is unfit for all 
good and Christian society on earth ; so are 
we assured that he will be shut out from /the 
blessed society in heaven ; for the text posw 
tively assures us, that " revilers” shall be ex- 
cluded from the kingdom of heaven, no le® 
ihasi murderers and adulterers. 

Let me therefore entreat you, my friends, 
to take heed unto your ways, that you offend 

* Prov. xi. 12. * Matt. v. 22, ® 1 Cor. v. 11. 
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not in your tongue in this or any other man- 
ner. If you desire life in this world, and in 
the world to come, and would fain " see 
" good days, — ^refrain” your “ tongue from 
evil Let nothing — neither injurious ac- 
tions nor abusive words — nothing, in short, 
Tvhatever, induce you so far to forget your 
Christian character and your Christian hopes, 
as to be guilty of reviling, of using reproach- 
ful language. Pray to God for his grace, to 
keep you from being provoked so far as to 
“ speak unadvisedly with your lips.” Bear 
ever in your minds the recollection of the 
example which you have to follow, the ex- 
ample of the meek and lowly Jesus ; and in 
compliance with that example, and with the 
genius and precepts of the religion which 
jou profess, “let all bitterness, and wrath, 
“ and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice.” 

THE PRAYER. 

Give me grace, O Lord, so to take heed to my ways, 
as that I may not offend by my tongue. Enable me to 
refrain my lips from uttering injurious reproachful language, 
however I may be provoked. Make me careful never 
to render railing for railing ; but grant that 1 may fol- 
low the example of thy meek and lowly Son, who when 
he was reviled reviled not again, and threatened not 
when he suffered reproach and contumely. Hear me, 
O Lord, for the sake of the same thy Son, our Lord asnd 
Sbmur. 

* 1 Pet. Ki.lO. 
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CHARITY. 


1 Cor. xiii. 13. 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but 
the greatest of these is charity* ' 

There is, perhaps, ho single chapter in the 
sacred volume, which better deserves to be 
repeatedly read and studied, and committed 
to memory, than the thirteenth chapter of the 
First Epistle to the Corinthians. It sets before 
us the nature, and properties, and excellence 
of charity ; — that greatest of Christian graces, 
without which all our doings, all our acquire- 
ments, are nothing worth- The occasion of 
St. Paul’s being led to give this beautiful de- 
acription of charity was this. The church of 
Corinth appears to have been trouHled ’(yith 
ihatiy, irre^laritie?, to Jiave ,'beea iiluch* di- 
yided| ip;t6 djffet'ent ^ feli^ods ^i^es or fac- 
tions;, ahd fh^sO divisions ana hfegUlatities 
appeal* 'id 'have ih sprrie degree brt^hated in 
tnb’Mni’oper eajerfcilse 'df ’ ^he miraculous gifts 
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of the Spirit, such as the gifts of tongues, 
and of prophecy, and the power of working 
miracles, which were designed to assist in 
the extension of the Christian faith. These 
gifts form Ifh©' thejtvy^fth chapter, 

and St. Paul returns again to the considera- 
tion of them in the fourteenth ; but between 
these two chapters, he inserts, in the thir- 
teenth, his account of thariiy, without which 
he tells them all the gifts, of which he had 
been speaking, however excellent in them- 
selves, and however greatly to be desired, 
were nolhing worth, were useless with respect 
to salvation. To the description of charity 
thus given by St. Paul, let us now direct our 
attention. You will give me your attention 
the more readily, if you reflect that charity is 
a grace or virtue, witliout which you cannot 
be saved; that all talents, and acquire- 
ments, and seeming good works, in a reli- 
gious point of view, arp useless to the pos- 
sessor of them, if they are unaccompanied 
by chariut. It is the more necessary tfcat 
you should attend, because many mistaken 
notions on the subject of charity are apt tp 
go ; forth intp the >vorld, and ^to pass current 
pmong npem , , . ; 

, Possibly , spme, , ojf you may , be, , ignorant, 
that the .Eptstle^ pf J$t. P^.ul;i(ivlth the ipit- 
peptiqn.. .perl^jS pf, tp. .the .Hebyewi^ 

s 5 
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charity, is generally rendered iobe. For in- 
stance, St. Paul, in the thirteenth chapter to 
the Romans, repeatedly speaks of lovi as 
being the fulfilling of the law. Love, in that 
passage, and charity in this which we are 
now considering, are expressed by exactly 
the same Greek word; so that you are to 
consider charity as being merely another 
word for love. The whole of Christian duty 
is comprised in the love of God, — which our 
Saviour styles the first and great command- 
ment, — and in the love of man. Charity, in 
its most extended sense, comprises the love 
of both ; and as it regards our fellow-crea- 
tures, it means the love of our neighbour for 
God’s sake ; it means a real heartfelt good- 
will towards men in general, founded on 
Christian principles. Accordingly, when St. 
Paul speaks of charity or love as being “ the 
" more excellent w^ay as being that without 
which every thing else is “ nothing worth 
as being the greatest of Christian graces ; it is 
in the same sense in which, in the passage 
to the Romans first alluded to, he had spoken 
of love as being “ the fulfilling of the law.” 

Keeping tljen in mind that charity is 
merely another word for love, — the love of 
God and man, — let us proceed to the more 
particular consideration of the account here 
given of it by St. Paul. 

He begins, " Though I speak with the 
" tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
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dbaHty, I am become as sonnding InTass or 
** a tinkling cymbal/’ 

The miraculous gift of tongues, of >speaik- 
ing foreign languages, was indispensable to 
the first preaching of the Gospel, and was 
accordingly conferred on the day of Pente- 
cost. And in all ages, some men have been 
distinguished above others for the talent of 
speaking with eloquence, of expressing their 
sentiments with readiness and ease, in a 
graceful and striking manner. We every 
day see the effect of this faculty of speaking, 
and how easily the uninstructed and ignorant, 
indeed how all men in some degree, are led 
by a man who speaks readily and fluently. 
None of these talents, however, whether mi- 
raculous or natural, not even the eloquence 
of angels, are of any real benefit to the pos- 
sessor of them, without charity. He has no 
more substantial worth than an empty mu- 
sical instrument, “ than sounding brass, or a 
" tinkling cymbal.” 

" And though I have the gift of prophecy, 
" and understand all mysteries and all know'- 
" ledge ; and though I have all faith, so that 
“ I could remove mountains, and have not cha- 
" rity, I am nothing.” 

The gift of prophecy, in the first age of the 
Church, sometimes extended to the foretelling 
of future events; and in this way it was 
possessed by Agabus and others ; and some- 
times seems rather to have implied a super- 

s6 
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Qiiitural;>benet3rati(m '^iiitq*thb deepe^ 
the ' oraclefc of Gbdi‘ ^ Thte ■ > spbken ■ of ini 

this vexse>:i8 the faath bf inib^ie8,>>8i8 di6tiii- 
guisbed; from saving' faithJ"' SavSftg faith' is 
the ground-vrork 'Of veligibn> and is neTer* 
separated . from charity^ since it " wqrketh 
“ by love In the first age of the Gospel, 
however, men who were not effectually in- 
fluenced by saving faith, were yet endued 
with the faith of miracles ; the faith which 
both here and in St. Matthew is spoken of 
as removing mountains. Thus our Lord 
says, that many would come unto him at the 
last day, who would say, “ Lord, Lord, have 
“ we not prophesied in thy name ? and in 
" thy name have cast out devils ? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works — ^who 
would yet perish, because they were workers 
of iniquity in other words, because they 
were vnthout the genuine Christian temper of 
mind, here styled charity. 

The next verse is particularly worthy of 
observation : “ And though I bestow all my 
" goods to feed the poor, and though I give my 
" body to be burned, and have not charity, it 
“ profitetli me nothing ” 

Though I bedt(m> all my goods to- feed '■ the 
poor. Some people •< seem f o • confine the idea 
of charity to alms*^ving. ifa man should 
give all gbods' to fe^ !the pdor; he wouM 


’ Gal. V. 6, 


* Matt. vii. 22. 
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probably | a;jv«ry, cjiaaritable 

pergOH;;, bia-^n6i^bojui‘l wouldi -say, Hbungood 
b^i iSi!; %bd Would liload hinQ: with tiianks and 
prai$f|isi>) , Sti . Paul^ i iio wever> heire tellst usv 
that .a matiitnay.do i this, and yet be without 
charity ; and if you think, for a moment, your 
own sense and reason will tell you the same. 
Giving assistance to those who are in need, is 
certainly a most necessary duty ; and a chai- 
ritable man will give alms in proportion to 
his means ; but then, as we have just said, 
the mere giving of alms does not of itself 
prove a man to be charitable. He may pos- 
sibly give his goods to feed the poor, from 
vanity, from ostentation, from a love of the 
praise of man, from a desire to get their 
good-will and good word, and from a hundred 
other motives, in which real charity has no 
part. So again, a man may give his body to 
be burned ostensibly for the sake of religion 
— may suffer martyrdom — and yet be without 
charity, without real religious principle. He 
may encounter even this last extremity, from 
sturdiness and stubbornness of disposition,.or 
from pride, which, under another name, is 
called a sense of honour^ From motives pro- 
bably such as these, ,we have Heard . a man 
snaring martyrdom in the qausie of atheism. 
BUt iPo iulms,. howeyer liberal* no suffisritngs 
Wweyeri acute; arid ;oo«rage<!rtialy h«irnB, aue 
of any real benefit, if unaccompanied by cha- 
rity. 
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iHaving imade these general observations 
;on the nature and excellence of charity in 
general, Paul next goes on to meiition 
■some of its marks or properties. And, first, 
" oharity sufiPereth long.” It is patient under 
the injuries and oppositions, which it meets 
with in the world. A man under the influ- 
ience of his natural feelings, is too often irri- 
‘table and touchy. He, perhaps, seems almost 
on the watch for occasions of ill-humour; 
takes offence where none was intended ; and 
is eager and hasty to express his resentment 
by his manner, his words, and his actions. 
This he considers as a mark of proper spirit. 
This readiness to take offence, and to resent 
injuries, is certainly a mark of spirit ; of the 
spirit of the world — the eml world — but not 
the spirit of charity. “ Charity suflfereth long;” 
it is patient under injuries, it makes all pos- 
sible allowances for the weaknesses, the tem- 
pers, and the prejudices of other men, and 
bears with them in the spirit of gentleness and 
meekness. 

But charity not only suffers with patience 
— it is also kind — ^ready to do whatever kind 
offices are in her power, obliging in manner 
and behaviour, careful not to give unneces- 
sary pain, but anxious to promote the happi- 
ness and well-being of all around her. She is 
glad to relieve the distress of those who are 
in want, to alleviate the sufferings of the 
afflicted ; and, in short, to rejoice with them 



-Chariip. 3SG9 

4hat do ;jrejdicei rand weep with them^fhat 
sweep.' 

This being the case, it follows as ai mattesr 
of course, that charity enmeth not. Envy is 
a, secret displeasure of mind, at seeing some 
other persons possessed of an advantage 
which we ourselves want. This is one of the 
most dark and evil feelings of our corrupted 
nature. Those who feel it most, are ashamed 
to own it. It is classed by the apostles toge- 
ther with strife, deceit, malice, and murder. 
And as it is a most sinful affection of mind, 
so it is also a most uneasy and painful one. 
“ Envy,” says the wise man, “ is as the rot- 

tenness of the bones ’ and again, “ envy 
“ slayeth the silly ones.” - Evil, however, 
and shameful as envy is, it is, I fear, but too 
common. For how many are the men, who 
feel something of this passion, at seeing 
others, whom they perhaps think less de- 
serving, better off in the world than them- 
selves! How many are the men, who feel 
out of humour at seeing some advantage, 
some gift, for instance, bestowed upon ano- 
ther, while they themselves do not share in 
it ! They perhaps feel a degree of ill-will, 
though they hardly dare acknowledge it, 
against both him who gives and him who re- 
ceives the benefit ; and are tempted to catch 
at any opportunity of running them down. 


* Prov. xiv. 30 . 
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ff9ro filing jas.. if AV^iSj (vwvi^ pff, 

'|l)ef9^pi ’^ec^s 9 ,?mqt^ 9 r, ji§ bet^r.QfiT- , . JI9. tik<?f 
^leas^iiefiiii seeing iii^t^9jes of. ,lt^(Ii>e^,v eyiQf 
,(ieViye„ji,9. ipth9i;,t>enejQt ii^w, tl^iemi hTO- 

..!r ; ■:'<! ■••'■'.! I- r . ••■•. 

. n“ Charity y^tttethnjot.^taeif/ Atrwe.^nd 
jreal Christian is 90^ (lispp^Cfl jtp , Yaiint,, 
s^zo ^hiroself j— is not disposed nnnecessa- 
jrily apd rashly to put himself lorivvard; to thrust 
Jiimaelfinto situations to, which lie, is notoallecl. 
Instead of presumptuously engaging m mat- 
ters \yhich are too high for him, he, is inclined 
rather , to ,, be diffident, and unpretending; tc 
study to be quiet, and to mind his own busi- 
ness according ,to the expression of the 
psalmist,: ;to “ refra^ his sou), and, keep it 
low, like as a child that is weaned from his 
" mo^er?.” 

And as charity vgunteth not itself,” so 
also, it , " is, not ,^i^d. with pride, apd 
soif-conpeit, , ,Pptn th© Spriptures and /reason 
,pss; 9 r^(ii^,,,that op,e pf , the, .leading 

for yeast, pf^ipll /mif 


^ 1 Thess. iv, 11. 


^ Psalm cxxxi. 3 . 



fbkt bf or iowfiiiesife ^ bf-tiiiiiid Is 

the diyj^Sttbri *wMbh ^i^st bb,ebi^esliibi ; the 
dfe|jbiitioh,’Whidh vVa^ most edthestly inc^- 
csfted by dur l^iotd, both by precept arid ex- 
aipple, tipem' all his followers. He acknow- 
ledges that' whatever advantages he may seem 
to possess, were all conferred by the bounty of 
the Most High; that he has nothing — no 
talent, no virtue, no grace, — but what he bath 
received, and therefore has not the smallest 
right to glory as if he had not received it. He 
acknowledges, that ** all his sufficiency is of 
God.” He feels too in himself so much infir- 
mity, so much folly, and so much sin, that 
instead of being putted up, instead of being 
conceited, and arrogant, instead of looking 
down upon other men, as if they were beneath 
him, he is rather disposed to comply with the 
apostolical precepts, submit “ yourselves one 
“ to another in the fear of God ” “ in lowli- 
ness of mind let each esteem other better 
than themselves 

A man who, from the influence of Christian 
charity, is “ not putted up,” will be, compara- 
tively, in small danger of behaving “ unseemly” 
— of behaving himself in any manner which 
■does not beseem, does not become the'Christian 
character, or which might bring discredit upon 
the Christian profession. There will be in his 
behaviour nothing scornful or haughty, nothing 
of improper levity. 


' Eph. T. 21. 


’ Phil, ii. 3. 
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Charity seek^h not her own. A moderate 
tmd well-reguJated attention to a man’s own 
•interests and concerns, is not only allowed, but 
required, both by Scripture and reason, in order 
that a man may not only be able to provide 
for those of his own house, but may have also 
something to give to him that needeth. — 
Without such attention, his substance, instead 
of being a benefit to the deserving, would 
become the prey of the unjust and the rapa- 
cious ; and he would be reduced to become 
himself a pensioner on the bounty of others. 
A man accordingly may be a charitable man, 
even though he should in a temperate manner 
require the payment of what is justly due to 
him. 

When it is said, " Charity seeketh not her 
" own,” I consider the expression as mean- 
ing charity is not selfish ; — she does not so 
attend to her own concerns, as to be regard- 
less of those c(f others. On the contrary, she 
takes a lively interest in the welfare of all 
around, is anxious to promote it by every 
means in her power, and will often, to a cel^- 
tain degree, neglect herself for the sake of 
helping or benefiting a neighbour. When 
4St. Paul" says, in the tenth chapter of this 
1^'stle, •" Let no man seek his own, but every 
*‘masa another’s wealth^;” and again, to the 
Pholippians, Look not every man on his 
" own things, but every man also on the 


* T Cor. X. 24. . 
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things of others ’ I consider him, not as 
enjoining an utter carelessness about omr 
own concerns ; — ^this would be inconsistent 
with many other parts of his writings but 
as cautioning us against being selfish; as 
enjoining us not to be so taken up with our- 
selves, as to he inattentive to the good of 
others ; as inculcating the duty of being 
ready often to give up to others, to be ready 
to assist them, even with some loss to our- 
selves. 

The next character of charity is, that she is 
iifri. easily provoked. 

Nothing could contribute more to the 
peace and comfort, both of individuals and of 
society, than the diligent cultivation of this 
branch of charity. Men suffer themselves 
to be easily and violently provoked, — often 
about comparative trifles, — and then in the 
heat of their passion say and do things, of 
which in their cooler moments they would 
be ashamed, but which often lead on to the 
most fatal animosities ; animosities which are 
destructive of charity, and consequently fatrf 
to the safety of the soul. 

- The following property of charity, that 
it' “ thinkerii no evil,” is capable of being 
understood in two senses; iof/i in strict ac* 
cordance 'With its gederat character. iFirst, 
charity is unwilling to think tevil any oniOi 



unl^., sh^! 'is •,t/>,(,4of.?p4 

fitQfiesf jta ;f ^potflipr pej^fio^f ^ , 4isa4l(»nteg^.l 4»4 
JiKiUwgr toi'iafee. ei^eTy.it;hU>g|iip/,t^e w?it! fp.r 
sfpuiffijble.ipoint of/,yie,yf.) Cl^r^y aj^p-.t^kr 
pyii no onp; she 4pes iipt iplan 

scheines , ot] , noalice py reyejiJgo, , p r, ide^ise, ,in jsr 
chief agouistithoso wbo;may .bpye iojmf^d her. 

“ Jlejoioeith not in iniquity, but- E^oicpth 
" in the truth.” , i, ;. ,, , i! 

To rejoipiO in iniquity 5 — to takp; pleasure 
in other .men’s siijg> to . eixult hi 'seeing, them 
do „that which is, contrary to i the Wiih of God, 
and tninpus to their, town soiuls^T^nW worthy 
onjy. of ithe author; of- evih .There ase, hpwr 
eyer, ; I fear, , too niaiiy persons who atie car 
pabje of., partaking, in J;his! guilty (joy -J.; mid 
who find either their ; maJice or ^their . pride 
gratified ,by the. tra-nsgressions.i of otherpi 
Nothing can well, be more contrary ,to, chaj- 
rity-t-to that love of God and man,: wlttch 
naturally “ rejpiceth not in iniquity, hut 
" rejoiceth, in the , . truth fPjpicoth lin the 
spreading and increase , of .true religion; and 
sound morality, : and . vrishes; nothing , , more, 
than that they may... ever flourish and-inerease 
among lis. , - , , ..’i, i i.,j| 

The next verse is , a very qomprehewaive 
one. “Charity beareth alb things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
“ things.” 

Charity “ beareth all things;” — as was 



JsiiafefeJatttf^^aHtoesWrifiyr Wsult^ 

'^dV^t ferilf 'Itiiikfe' 
of' 

ociia^eral!o tfifttttl^ GKatfty'’‘<‘'b6lie^ifeth'''ji]l 

^^-fhinig4‘;”^^S ^ 

Tipk)>n • aH 't’hd ' j)ro&«‘S^a k)f Godi'^ttd''irt aftfdes 
Of * ifaitb ' ife' iiydWposdd ' tly' seek * fdf ' o?^iig drid 
<ily'eet4ohs^^‘feo ' With'"regard tp'^ ittetti ’she is 
frank and unsuspicious, ready ■ 'td ‘ beHeve'iii 
the-appeardwce^ of '^dddwhieh present them- 
fielves ; and if slie finds ' little' pv^ent grdiinds 
for' thinking well of any bne, she' still " hdpeth 
" all things,”' hopes' that 'a time will cpnie 
\vheh he will return to Gddy ' and' be num- 
bered among his children. Finally, charity 
" endureth all things,’— cliarity suffers with 
perfect resignation all the trials ahd afflic- 
tions' which it is called upon to undergo. 
It neVer triurmurs or repines under them, 
but submits to them as instances of' God’s 
fatherly card ; is sensible that “ whom the 
" Lord lOvOth he chasteneth;” and can truly 
say front fhe bottom of the heart, " it is good 
"for* me that I have been afflicted;^ ' ''' 

’Thte-eiteeljeriee of charity further’ appears 
from what follows next. “ Chalky- weVer 
'‘‘'feiHet!h/h’'''’Fhe miraculous' ■ gift's’';of‘ pvo- 
^hccy' dhd-.Waigi^, phd' stfpe^nhitihAil .knOW- 
ledge, -of'’ which' * 'Sit. i^aul' ' had'heemi ejfeaTMng 
in the preceding verses, were all ffiv^'fti'*ih'e 
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'present exigencies of the Church, and were 
to last only for a time. They w6re too, at 
the best, incomplete and imperfect, and in a 
future state of existence there would be no 
necessity, no place for them. Those, who 
are admitted into heaven, will be blessed with 
a fulness of knowledge and understand-* 
ing, as much above the imperfect knowledge 
even of the most knowing and learned man, 
as the knowledge of a man is above the 
knowledge of a child. “We know in part, 
and W'e prophesy in part;” our know- 
ledge here is partial and incomplete; but 
when that which is perfect is come, then 
“ that which is in part shall be done away. 
“ When I was a child, I spake as a child, I 
“ understood as a child, I thought as a child: 
“ but when I became a man, I put away 
“ childish things. For now we see through 
“ a glass darkly ;” our knowledge of divine 
truth is here indistinct and confused: “ but 
“ then face to face ;” — in heaven we shall see 
these truths as clearly and plainly as we see 
objects placed immediately before our eyes. 

Now I know in part ;” my knowledge here 
is partial and defective : “ but then shall 
“ I know, even as also I am known.” 

The chapter concludes, “ And now abideth 
“ faith, hope, charity, these three ; but the 
“ greatest of these is charity.” 

Can any thing be greater than faith and 
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hope ? Faith is the very foundation of re- 
ligion, and absolutely necessary to carry us 
to heaven ; it is the instrument of our justi- 
fication. Hope, too, is recommended by the 
apostles in the most earnest ^manner. The 
superiority of charity seems to consist in 
this, that it never faileth. In the world to 
come, there will, it should seem, be no more 
room for the exercise of faith, which will 
then terminate in sight. And hope will end 
in the actual possession and enjoyment of its 
object : — What a man seeth, and possesseth, 
how can he still hope for * ? But, though 
faith and hope thus terminate, " charity 
" never faileth.” Charity — the love of God 
and man — will continue to all eternity, and 
to all eternity will constitute the greater part 
of the enjoyment of those blessed spirits — 
the spirits of just men made perfect — who 
are there united in holy fellowship, in the pre- 
sence of “ God the Judge of all, and of Jesus 
" the Mediator of the new covenant.” 


THE PRAYER. 

O Lord, who hast taught us that all our doings 
without cliarity are nothing worth: send thy Holy 
Ghost, and pour into our hearts that most exceUent 


^ Rom. yiii. 24. 
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gift of charity, the very bond of peace and of all vir- 
tues, without w’hich whosoever liveth is counted dead 
before thee ; grant this for thine only Son Jesus 
Christ’s sake. 



SERMON XXVIir. 


DUTY OF MARRIED PERSONS. 


Ei*h. V. S3. 

Let every one of you in particular so love his wife even 
as himself; and the wife see that, she reverence her 
husband.” 

The Scriptures represent the state of mar- 
riage as the most intimate and sacred of the 
relations of social life : “ For this cause shall 
“ a man leave father and mother, and shall 
" cleave to his wife, and they twain shall be 
“ one flesh Consequently, those who 
have entered upon this holy state will find 
the observance of its peculiar duties to be 
of the utmost consequence to their peace 
and comfort in this world, and to their eter- 
nal happiness in the world to come. I am 
anxious therefore to induce such persons to 
fix their serious attention upon these duties, 

’ This Sermon is also published as a Tract, price 3d. 

^ Matt. xix. 5, Gen. ii. S-K 
33. X 
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as< they are suggested in the solemn and 
impressive Office for 'the celebration of Ma- 
trimony. 

Where both husb'and and wife are influ- 
enced by real ^religious principles, and the 
union has been contracted, as it ought to have 
been contracted, “ reverently, discreetly, ad- 
" visedly, soberly, and in the fear of God,” 
there is good ground for trusting that it will 
meet with the Divine blessing, and that all 
its duties in every important instance will be 
carefully observed. Where, however, this holy 
state has been entei'ed into, as I fear is some- 
times the case, “ unadvisedly, lightly, and wan- 
“ tonly,” either from the impulse of blind pas- 
sion and appetite, or from the fear of tlie ex- 
pense, or punishment, which the laws of the 
land sometimes bring upon those who sinfully 
give way to the desires of the flesh in their 
single state, there is the greatest cause for en- 
deavouring to impress upon such persons the 
peculiar duties of the sacred relation which they 
have contracted. 

Of all the duties of the marriage state, the 
great foundation is love; by which word I 
mean, not the short-lived offspring of fancy 
or desire ; but a strong, fervent, deep-rooted 
attachment to each other. Throughout the 
whole compass of moral obligation it may be 
truly said, in the language of inspiration, that 
love is the fulfilling of the law. The love of 
God is the best ground-work and source of 
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all tlie duties of the first Table ; the love of 
our neighbour, according tq the saying of St. 
Paul, comprises all thdse of the second ; 
and the various relative duties, which are so 
many branches of the second Table, are all 
best grounded and contained in love. Love 
consequently stands foremost in the solemn 
expression of consent in the marriage service, 
and in the still more solemn vow entered into 
at God’s altar. 

One of the chief causes for which matri- 
mony was oi'dained was, “ the mutual so- 
“ ciety, help, and comfort, that the one ought 

to have of the other, both in prosperity 
" and adversity.” Even if love is unhappily 
wanting, married persons have still engaged, 
and are bound, in point of absolute duty, to 
do all that they can for each other’s happi- 
ness and advantage ; to do ail that they can 
to render their partner’s life easy and com- 
fortable. But where these endeavours pro- 
ceed solely from a sense of obligation, and 
not from afiection, they will be cold and 
heartless, and comparatively ineffectual.— 
Where they are the offspring of real attach- 
ment, they will be easy and natural, and of 
tenfold efficacy in advancing the happiness 
of the married state. Every instance of 
prosperity will, from being thus shared, be- 
come doubly gratifying, and the sufferings 
of adversity, affliction, and pain, will be 
lightened by the society and mutual support, 

T 2 
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I ' 1 ( ' ' « t • i 

ly md from, each 

other. , , , 

Love, therefore, bcipg both duty io xjself 
solemnly promised and vowed, ^id al>o the 
best means of repdering the pei'fonpance of 
the other duties of this state easy and de- 
lightful, married persons can hardly be too 
careful in avoiding whatever may lessen or 
destroy it, and in attending to the means of 
its preservation and increase. Be on your 
guaixl against all those little instances of ill- 
humour, or of violence, or impatience of 
temper, which too often undermine, and at 
length totally overthrow, all conjugal affec- 
tion. Be always ready to comply with each 
other’s wishes and inclinations ; and do not 
thwart or cross them, unless when compelled 
by a sense of duty. It is possible that 
your partner’s natural temi>er may be faulty ; 
it may, perhaps, be hasty aird impatient ; or 
may have a tendency to peevishness and 
sullenness. By prudence and good manage- 
ment, guided by love, you may be able in 
great measure to check and cure these im- 
perfections. And, on the other hand, by ilf- 
judged opposition, by meeting them with 
ill-temper and auger, you may iuernase and 
inflame them to the utter rpin pf all doniiestic 
hapihncss. Little differences or disagree- 
ments may perhaps occasionally happen ; do 
not aggravate them by impatience or undue 
warmth, either in words, or in look and 
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manner. The advice of Solomon admits” of 
tirtiv'ei'‘sal ‘applicfetibn, but is particvtlarly ap- 
plicable to any thing like dissension between 
tnisband 'wiffer’‘-Th'^ begihning of stidfe 
“ is aS when olie Mtetli out water : thoix3fore 
' bflf contention; before it be meddled 
" with ' And hgain, ''' A soft answer turneth 
" away wrath ; 'but grievous words stir up 
ahger By a soft answer, or in some cases* 
by no answer at all, Endeavour gently to 
sootlie and' turn away those angry feelings 
which are sO destructive of domestic harftiony. 
Neycr engage iti dispute ; and, above all, 
never dispute about trifles. Indeed, almost 
e^'^ery thing is a trifle, when put in competi- 
tion with the risk of endangering conjugal 
affbction. ' 

Do not {wetend to say, that you never 
discovered those faults of ten>per before mar- 
riage; btit consider, that the engagement, 
Which you have contracted is indissoluble; 
that you have taken your partner for better 
or xi'one ; and, that no imperfection of tem- 
per, of tv Inch you_ were not previously 
4Ware, iiny nlore than an alteration in your 
Ontwani circuttistdUees, by which you be- 
come * richer dr poorer, can in any degree 
alter the' SOleittrt obligation which you have 
VdMntarily (ibnttactddi‘'and’ of which both 

’ i^iov. xvii. ' *' '*'Pbov. XT. li 

' tiS' ' ■ 
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your interest and your duty require you to 
make the best 

^ “ Argue not about trifles, which no two ever disputed 
“ for yet, but in order to the vanity of a victory ; for, in 
“ themselves, tliey are not of moment enough to defray 
“ the cliarges of the breath expended on them. But then 
“ consider, that in every victory of tliis sort tliere are two^ 
“ one triumpliing, and the other triumped over ; and 
that a victory or triumph is the act of an adversary, 
“ not of a friend ; nor at all possible where there is but 
one. In all cases, therefore, of none, or of little weight, 
“ the best way is, to let the first speaker carry it, lest 
a spirit or habit of disputing, although begun about 
trifles, should proceed to matters of more consequence ; 
like a sjiark among straw, which sometimes burns the 
“ house. Besides, people seldom dispute, be it about what 
“ it will, but little sallies of wit, tart expressions, inuendos, 
srjuinting at unpleasing topics, or the sly arts of seizing 
advantages in an argument, all of them irritating things, 
are wont to intrude, and too much enliven the conversa- 
“ lion. This is not rubbing, as it is softly called, but really 
“ brushing a part with nettles, which is already sensible 
enough, and ])crhaps a little disposed to inflammation. 
But if you should happen to differ about a matter of mo- 
“ ment, consider first, whether it is of moment equal to the 
“ love and peace you wisli to live in ; and if, as 1 w ill ven- 
“ lure to pronounce it beforehand, it is not, tliat is the 
“ w isest and best person of the two, who, after a sw^eet and 
soothing use cf one or two reasons, first seizes the oppor- 
** tunity of sacrificing it to mutual love, by a free and 
“ cheerful surrender.” See Skelton’s Sermon on the Duties 
of the married State ; a Sermon which I strongly recom- 
mend to all those married persons, who have the means of 
seeing it, 1 take tliis opportunity of also recommending 
Mr. Bean’s ^pious, sensible, and well-written little book, 
“ The Christian Minister’s Affectionate Advice to a new- 
“ married Couple.” 
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The obligation of mutual and lasting love 
is equally incumbent upon, equally vowed by 
both. Upon the husband it is most forcibly 
inculcated in a variety of passages of Scrip- 
ture. “ Husbands love your wives,” says 
St. Paul, " even as Christ also loved the 
" church, and gave himself for it, that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
“ washing of water by the word, that he 
might present it to himself a glorious 
" church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
“ such thing, but that it should be holy and 
" without blemish. So ought men to love 
" their wives as their own bodies. He that 
" loveth his wife, loveth himself. For no 
" man ever yet hated his own flesh ; but 
“ nourisheth and cherisheth it even as the 
“ Lord the church : for we are members of 
“ his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 
“ For this cause shall a man leave his father 
“ and mother, and shall be joined unto his 
“ wife, and they two shall be one flesh V’ 
The apostle here makes use of the most 
powerful arguments, and speaks of the mar- 
riage union as being represented by that 
most intimate connexion, which subsists 
between Christ and the church ; the church 
deriving its spiritual life and nourishment, 
its very existence, from him its head, and 
having been purchased by the shedding of 


* Ephes. V. 25 — 31. 
T 4 
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his blood. Bwt, lest those to T^hom hb ^spoaks 
should not 'be able t^ understand ■ tho full 
meaning of this ■ cQffipamon, which' 'St. Paul 
himself calls a great tnysteiy, he sums' up 
the duty he had been inculcating in •One 
short sentence, level to the capacity of every 
one. “ Nevertheless,”^ — whether you folly 
comprehend this sublime mystery or not, 
still your duty is plain—" nevertheless, let 

every one of you in particular so love 'his 
" wife even as himself Every man knbws 
how dearly he loves himself; how anxiously 
he avoids whatever may give him pain ot 
uneasiness, how gladly he embraces what- 
ever may contribute to his pleasure and satis- 
faction. Let this love which he bears to 
himself be the lowest measure of that which 
he bears to his wife, who is become in fact a 
part of himself. Let him be at least equally 
anxious not to give her pain, and to promote 
her happiness. 

It was, probably, in order the more forcibly 
to represent the closeness of the union, which 
ought to subsist between man dud wife; that 
God made choice of the inode which he 
adopted in the first formation of woman; 
Doubtless, he might have created her, as he 
created man, out of the dust -of the ground ; 
but instead of so creating her, he took her 
substance out of the man himself. "The 


* Ephes. V. S3. 
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C!o4(<:#«se^ »■. ,(i^§pjfleie5>]to fall upon 
!un(14i0.i?Ji)epte and; bel toojc ppp lOf 
MbsiiiSnd qloq^difnp-.theiiflesh . instead 
ff jtWqof; anid, ibie ,¥ib‘ which theiiLord God 
*f'rhad, |tah?n, !fro,m man, made bo a womanj 
" aud broughtjber untojthe man, - And Adam 
“ said, .This i$, njpw bone of .my hones, and 
‘'.flesh of my flesh ; she shall; be called W,ck 
‘‘ man,; because she was taken out of niasu 
“ Therefoxe shall a man leave his father and 
“ his niother, and shall cleave unto his wife, 
“ and they shall be one flesh St. Paul, in 
the passage which 1 quoted from his Epistle 
to the Ephesians, plainly alludes to this first 
foimation of woman ; and nothing can place 
in a stronger point of view the close and in- 
timate union which subsists between husband 
and wife, and the duty of the former to love 
the “ latter as his own body.” 

In the Epistle to the Colossians, St. Paul, 
after charging husbands to love their wives, 
adds, “ and be not bitter aguinst them 
never be, harsh, and rough, and ill-tempered 
towards them, but always behave with gen- 
tleness and kiudnessi. Even if you think : you 
hayg: reason to be displeased with any, thing 
in theijr icondvict or, manner, still do nc^ 
et.pves& yojur 1 displeasure ' with bitterness ^or 
vioilence, but with meekness.. and ilpve; with 
thiof same I tenderness and' forbearance, in 


* Gen.'ii. eb-*34. 
T 5 
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short, with which you would wish your own 
failings to be treated. Many little things 
had better be passed over entirely without 
notice ; for if any one is extreme to mark 
every thing that is done amiss, no human 
being can abide it ; so full are we all, even 
those who are most ready to see them in 
others, of manifold failings and imperfec- 
tions. The illustration which St. Paul de- 
rives from the love of Christ to his church, 
may here again instruct us. Instead of being 
moved to bitterness and wrath by the im- 
perfections and blemishes in his church, he 
gave himself to die, in order to purify and 
pardon it ; and a husband ought to suffer any 
thing rather than behave towards “ the wife 
“ of his bosom” with harshness. St. Peter, 
in his admonitions to husbands, adds, “ giv- 
“ ing honour unto the wife as unto the weaker 
vessel, and as being heirs together of the 
“ grace of life ; that your prayers be not 
" hindered This accordingly forms part 
of the marriage vow, in which the husband 
solemnly pledges himself to honour his wife, 
as well as to love and heep her. He is to 
honour her ; to treat her always with atten- 
tion and respect. She has a strong claim to 
this as being the weaker. For a man 
to take advantage of her weakness, so as to 
refuse her the honour due to her, is unmanly 


^ 1 Pet. iii. 7. 
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and base. St. Peter gives, as a reason for 
this honour, the consideration, that husband 
and wife are “ heirs together of the grace of 
life.” They are equally objects for whom 
Christ died, are equally admitted to the hope 
of immortality. 

The wife in like manner is bound by every 
consideration to love and honour her hus- 
band ; and, in addition to love and honour, 
owes him the duty of obedience. To this she 
solemnly pledges herself in the expression of 
consent, and in the marriage vow, in which 
she promises to obey him ; and you will ob- 
serve, that in the several passages from the 
New Testament, which are brought together 
in the exhortation, obedience is the duty 
principally insisted on. " Wives submit your- 
selves unto your own husbands as unto 
“ the Lord. For the husband is the head of 
“ the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
“ church : and he is the Saviour of the body. 

Therefore as the church is subject unto 
" Christ, so let the wives be to their own. 
" husbands in every thing And again he 
saith, “ Let the wife see that she reverence 
" her husband ®.” And again, “ Wives sub- 
“ mit yourselves unto your own husbands, as 
it is fit in the Lord You will observe, 
that St. Paul lays down the duty of obedi- 
ence in the wife . in the strongest and most 

f Ephes. V. 22 — 24. * Ephes. v. S3. 

T S 


» Col. iii. 1^. 
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Shi?! (is .al>^iei^,li 

ei^ei-tf, fUiig-^xy , ;e y^y. tj^iflg, rwhic^^ , !^:>iiioj; con- 
trary .to,,tl^e wi^,9|t3pod;.:for,, Jf/^!hle.;^vh^ 
Gpp the ','vyiU,|,ot the.h^VshW./Phquld; 

xni\iappily interfere with,, each, ipther^r God ip 
thW as in all otlrer instances, must, bp. obeyed. 
ro,ther than man. In all cases not contrary 
to the law of God,; the duty of wav.ps is clear j 
they must obey in eoqry thing. You may 
think sometimes that your understanding, or 
your knowledge, or your skill in manage- 
ment, may be superior to your hnsband's; 
and this may often be really the case. 
^yhcl•e it is, the husband will act wisely in 
leaving things in great measure tp yoiiiir ma- 
nagement. But wherever he thinks ht to 
assert his authority, there, even if he, should 
be inferior to you in any of the. particulars 
above mentioned, yom: duty, as plainly set 
forth in Scripture, is to obey and to iubmU 
yourselves. I should here, however, ju$t 
suggest to husbands, that; the less they insist 
upon this right, the mpre willingly it will be 
paid ; and that they should, generally speakr. 
ing, seem rather to lead their wives by, gear 
tleness arjd love, than to control , them , by> 
apthority, , , r.n ,■ j. ■ A. 

, . St. I:*eter , inculcates the duty of [ obedienw 
iii^ a .similar manner, ; ", Xe wives, .be . in sub- 
"jectipm ioyo^r.own bwhends,;. Jhat if .any 
“ obey not the word, they also may without 
" the word be won, by the conversation of 
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^ 'Wives While ‘they behdld' ybut ‘ chaste 
‘^'Cc^Versatidri 'cdupled' with feai-*.” Sutely, 
thei^e'^hardiy caiv 'be a ' StVbftgdr arguttietrt tb 
llefld'wives' to dtitifui subjection to their hus^ 
bands^ ' than the hope; that by their gentle- 
ness and subrUisston tbey'may win them over 
to teal religion, to which they perhaps could 
not be brought by any other motives. 

' ‘St. Peter, after cautioning all Christian 
wives against vanity and costliness iu their 
apparel, goes on to exhort them to put on 
"the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
" which,” says he, " is in the sight of God 
" of great price and he then enforces his 
exhortation, by giving, as an example, the 
dutiful submission of Sarah to her husband. 
The value of a meek and quiet spirit is great 
in every relation of life, but in none is it 
greater than in the state of marriage, A 
woman cannot take a more effectual method 
of securing her husband’s fidelity and love, 
than by putting on this ornament of a meek 
mul quiet spirit ; while, on the other' hand, 
any violence or hastiness of temper, any an- 
gry -or peevish behaviour, will go far towards 
estranging him, and inspiring hiin with a 
dislike qf her society. Wives should re- 
member that the fi^ woman was formed 
for the express purpbse of being ts. ' helpmate 
to'inan. They should always bear this in 

1 Pet. lii. 1, 2, &c. 
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mind, and endeavour by all the means iit 
their power to help their husbands in all 
things ; to soothe them in their difficulties and 
vexations, to comfort them in their sorrows, 
and, as far as they can, to set forward the 
salvation of their souls, by gently winning 
them to the love and practice of genuine 
religion. 

There is one part of the marriage vow, 
which I would gladly be excused from men- 
tioning, but which I do not feel it right to 
pass over in silence ; I mean that which pro- 
vides for faithfulness to the marriage bed. 
Each party solemnly promises and vows to 
keep only unto its lawful partner, so long as 
they both shall live. The breach of this part 
of the vow — the crime of adultery — is one of 
the most deadly sins that can be committed. 
It is at once a criminal indulgence of carnal 
lust ; a cruel injury to a person, who has a 
just light to expect nothing but what is kind 
and good ; and at the same time a breach of 
a solemn vow contracted in God’s house, at 
God’s altar. Adultery consequently is one 
of those sins, which are repeatedly spoken 
of in Scripture as shutting the guilty person 
out of heaven, and assigning them to the 
dreadful portion of the devil and his angels, in 
the fire that never shall be quenched. 

Finally, let ipe exhort you both to endea* 
vour to advance yourselves and each other in 
the knowledge and practice of true religion. 
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In proportion as your union is governed by 
religion it is likely to be happy. You can* 
not show a stronger instance of love — ^you 
cannot do any thing more calculated to in- 
crease and strengthen that love — than the 
endeavour to assist your partner in the 
ways of holiness. Let this be the object of 
your cordial exertions, and of your fervent 
prayers. 

In order to preserve the recollection of 
your duties always fresh and vivid in your 
minds, I should advise you often to read 
over the marriage service ; it might be well 
if you made it a rule to do this every year 
on your wedding day ; at the same time ex- 
amining yourselves by it, and imploring God 
to forgive your failures. And never iorget 
that you are bound to the observance of these 
duties by the sanction of a solemn and de- 
liberate vow. 

Every important alteration in a man’s life 
should be regarded by him as a new call 
to godliness of living; and those who have 
made so important and great a change, as 
takes place when they enter into the holy 
state of matrimony, should derive from it 
fresh arguments and motives for giving 
themselves up to the service of God. The 
solemn circumstances attending the celebra- 
tion of marriage should contribute to fix re- 
ligious impressions upon you ; and you should 
feel bound by strong additional ties to act 
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up to those impressions. In the relation 
which you have contracted, you have at once 
great additional cause for thankfulness to 
God, and alsQ additional occasion for his 
favour and |>rot4K;tionr' ‘^eiekj'thdi’efore, that 
favour and protection in earnest prayer, and 
by endeavouring, in reliance on Divine aid, 
to live in all things according to the will of 
God Employ yourselves much in religious 
meditation, and in reading the holy Scrip- 
tures, and pray, tliat “ whatever in God’s 
“ w’ord you shall profitably learn, you may 
“ indeed fulfil the same.” I conclude with 
the impressive benediction of the maiTiage 
service : JNIay “ Almighty God, who at the 
" beginning did create our first parents Adam 
" and Eve, and did sanctify and join them to- 
gether in marriage, pour upon you, who 
" have entered that holy state, the riclies of 
" his grace ; may he sanctify and bless you, 
that ye may please him both in body and 
" soul, and live together in holy love, unto 
" your lives’ end.” 

■’New married persons shoulx], in compliance witli the 
direction in; tlie Prayer Book, take an eaj’ly — indeed ihv 
earUeel — vpjiortunity receiving the Lord’s Supper. 

And I should exhort them to' comintie to be rfegidhV 
ctrttmiimicanfts at the bsly table, as a meaRS- of improving 
in tne%ion, and of assisiting them in observing tliiC ^lemp 
engagement which they have contracted by the marriage 
vow. 
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Ephes. vi. 4. 

“ Ye fathers provoke not your children to wrath : but 
brin^ them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” 

It is the observation of Soloinon, that if you 
train up a child in the way wherein he should 
go, he will not depart from it when he is old ; 
and a celebrated countryman of our own ex- 
presses his opinion, “ that of all the men we 
“ meet with, nine parts of ten are what they 
" are, good or evil, useful or not, by their 
“ education Sometimes indeed even those 
who have been well brought up, disappoint 
the hopes of their friends ; while others 
whose education has been neglected, are by 
the grace and good provndence qf God le4 
into the paths of true religion. Generally 
speaking, however, the observation above 


* This Sermon is also published as a Tract, price 3d. 
» Locke. 
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quoted holds good ; it is generally true that 
men are made what they are by education. 
If they have been well brought up by sen- 
sible and pious parents, they are usually a 
comfort and joy to their friends, and an or- 
nament to society ; and when they quit this 
world, they quit it with a well-grounded hope 
of future happiness through the merits of 
their Redeemer. If their education has been 
neglected, and they have been left to the in- 
fluence of their own bad passions and appe- 
tites, and to that of an evil world, they gene- 
rally become a reproach to their parents, and 
a nuisance to those among whom they dwell ; 
and are perhaps tempted to curse the hour 
in which they were born. 

Such being my conviction of the import- 
ance of a right education, I am anxious to 
give what assistance I can to such parents, 
as have not as yet thought much upon this 
subject. I trust that you will attend seri- 
ously to what I say. Reflect, that your chil- 
dren — those little creatures which you now 
fondle in your arms, or see gaily playing 
about you — are all heirs of immortality. The 
being, which they have now received through 
you, will never end. They will — they must 
— live for ever either in happiness or in mi- 
sery. They must be for ever either with 
the holy angels and saints of God in heaven, 
or the miserable companions of devils in hell. 
Can you think of this without being Very 
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desirous to do what you can to work out 
their salvation ? Reflect too that your chil- 
dren, amiable and pleasing as they now seem, 
yet inherit from you a nature prone to evil. 
They have come into the world with passions, 
and appetites, and desires, which, if not cor- 
rected, will certainly lead them to destruction. 
The great corrector and restrainer of the evil 
tendencies of their nature, is the preventing 
and assisting grace of God, for which you must 
earnestly and constantly pray. But then you 
must endeavour to work together with that 
grace, and do what you can yourselves to train 
them up in the way wherein they should go *, 
— to “ bring them up in the nurture and admo- 
" nitiou of the Lord The meaning of these 
expressions is, that you should bring them up 
in the habitual practice of all the duties of the 
religion of Christ, and, as their understandings 
open, in the knowledge and belief of its doc- 
trines. 

But, while it is your wish to accustom them 
to have respect unto all God’s commandments 
without exception, there are some particular 
instances of duty which require your especial 
attention. 

In the first place, bring them up in the 
habit of obedience to your authority. This 
is one of their leading obligations when they 
come to the use of their reason : " Children, 


‘ Prov. xxii. 4, 


. * Epli. vi. 4. 
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Y jObey j)arei?tg„ itt. ,t,be, Lor^ ; % , .thjs js^ 

" rkbtl,’^ (,rnf'Pb(?K vDuf parent? io ,a^l things^ 
“ibr;'tlij^,|f..w.pll-p|!e^ii?g.to tKp;f]iJ^pr4‘i”| Eii- 
dpay, 9 |iif,,^'fvc,qp^ 9 ^ to ijt.jfi’biii theijr 
earlip^ti.^eftv^ ’.JJyijp. before they ai'c.iibh? to 
spoal^ (iilc^-pn jSllQW that they have a will of 
thefr owjx.,,, We; , often sep htU(i crc^tvires 
two. or .tlxt*ep. yeara old oxpectiflg everyone 
in the family to do their pleasure ; their pa^ 
rents, apd .brothers and sisters^ partly frpm 
miataken fmrdness, paj-tly to avoid , trouble, 
and .partly, for.,, amusement, encourage theni, 
perhapis, in their wilfuluess. ]5ut by so doing 
thpy afi*e,la,ymg up ip store much future un- 
easiness for tliemselves, and for the objects of 
then' indulgence, I do not wish parents td 
thwart the wisbes of their children without 
cause, or ireedlessly to find fault with them. 
But, whenever there is good reason for. it, 
they,; must, assert their,, authority — ikindly in- 
deed: — hut firmly and steadily. Never sulfer 
a child to.- obtain by crying any thing which 
ypu, think improper , for it. When it is very 
young, you may divert ,its attention from the 
forbidden object; if, after . withholding r it, 
you give .way, in, consequence of the child's 
noise apd .clamour, it , gains a victory over 
yop, which, wUl .he,; most raisplpevo.us in. its 
pohsequenpes. You teach the child to think, 
that it can at any future time gain Its object 


* Ephes. vi. 1. 


’ Col. iii. 20. 



Mij/ ^ 4 ^'^ 

by and' 

disbositioii 'to. passion. • Afe , child adyauces 
in ■ tinderst^'ndirtg, yop: ‘'*iHy''aat/uistorH' it tp 
give uj) what it' #i^hes fdt . ‘frdtn a piinciplb 
of obedience^ e\>^eri though the forWaden' ob-' 
ject may happoij to cotttihue',‘_,in its sight. 
This will contribute to lay the foundation b£ 
that self-denial. Which is so necessary through 
life. ■ 

Occasionally if may be nOcessai’y to support 
your authority by actual puiiishment. Pu- 
nishment must be always painful tO a parent, 
and you will employ it as seldom aS possible. 
The necessity of it may be, in a great measure, 
prevented, by the steadiness and kindness of 
behaviour which I have been recommending. 
When it is necessaj'y, you must not suffer a 
mistaken fondness to prevent you from in- 
flicting it. Seasonable correction is an in- 
stance and token of love. “ Whom the Lord 
" loveth he correcteth ; even as a father the 
" son in whom he delighteth'.” Remember 
the observations of Solomon> “ He that 
“ spareth his rod, hateth his son : but he 
" that loveth him, chasteneth him betimes®.” 
" Foolishness is bound in the heart of a 
“ child ; but the rod of correction shall drive 
" it far from him®.” “ Chasten thy ^on while 
" there is hope, and let npt thy soul sp^e fctf 

* Prov. iii* 1^. ^ Prov. xiii, 2 k ® Prov.jXxii. 15. 
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" his crying “ Thou shalt beat him with 
" the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from 
" hell Reflect upon this last passage, 
which represents the efficacy of punishment, 
in delivering the soul from hell. And is it 
not worth while for a parent to give himself 
and his child some pain and uneasiness now, 
rather than run the hazard of its perishing 
everlastingly ? 

I do not consider these passages as pre- 
scribing any particular sort of punishment. 
The slighter the punishment the better, pro- 
vided its end be answered. And, perhaps, 
generally speaking, almost any kind of pu- 
nishment is better than heating. But, though 
moderate, it should be certain, if the offence 
for which it is threatened be committed. Be 
true to your word in every thing. If you 
tell a child that you will punish him, if he 
acts in such or such a manner, be sure to in- 
flict what you threaten, if he persists in the 
forbidden line of conduct. Make always 
the greatest difference between inadvertence 
or accident, and wilful offence or obstinacy. 
Let the punishment be in proportion to the 
guilt of the child, rather than to the loss or 
pain which you suffer yourself. But, if you 
allow a foolish fondness for your children, an 
unwillingness to put them to present pain or 


’ Prov. xix. 18. 


* Prov. xxiii. 14. 
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world, and, what is w'orse, spoilt for heaven. 
Some thoughtless parents are in the habit of 
saying, that their poor children are likely to 
have trials and hardships as they grow up, 
and therefore they give them their own way 
now. Such conduct proceeds from igno- 
rance, and is, in reality, cruelty to their chil- 
dren under the pretence of kindness. It 
is contrary to the voice of reason and 
Scripture, which both require, that children 
should be resti'ained from following their 
owm wills and humours, and that they 
should be punished w'hen punishment is ne- 
cessary. 

But then never inflict punishment as if 
you took delight in it : never chasten them 
for your own j)leasure, or by way of giving 
vent to your anger or vexation. “ Correct 
“ not in anger,” is an excellent maxim. If 
you are in a passion with your children, wait 
until you are cool before you punish them. 
When cool, you can correct them with judg- 
ment and moderation, which will not be the 
case when you are under the influence of 
passion. Never scold, or abuse them with 
reproachful language. Scolding never does 
good, but only serves to irritate, or injuri- 
ously to frighten them. To swear at them 
is dreadful. On the whole of this part of 
the subject keep in mind the admonition 
of St. Paul, “ Fathers, provoke not your 
" children to anger, lest they be discou- 



‘Staged "bePcdr'SM '‘hdt'''fo''dkcdin'a^ 
th4W’\fey‘‘iindiie'feer'^tyi' •or'^b;^’ ^h&i’atni6ssf' 6f 
“Biaiitter. '' 'lf''yiiti'’^givfe "\May tb‘ viblencie^ ^ 'of 
'an^rilv :bbbt' ’dl* stidld' thfem,- jfricwli 
WH '"'^rdybk'e 'tb^ to atiget'/’ Will 'leiseii 
tht®r re^jjSfct fdf ydtii.'and'ddaddn thei'r lovd;“ 

•’ ‘lEriddttyoUr •iaS''''tnucb' as' piossibld' td' Avih. 
^our chil'd¥ai!i fo thdi'r 'ddty by kind'nbss alM. 
Wffisctibfti' ''LoVie tty'ydu is implantbd -ih theit 
idattiiei’ Did nbfbihg that rhay needlessly 
WdakeW'iti' • Our" Ldvd observes, that 'if' atiy 
iiiah Idve Mwi' he Will ' 'keep his wbi-d ; aSfd 
the assertidti iS • applicable td the present casie. 
The more your children love you, the "more 
“Will they"regai'd your instructiphs and 'ad- 
inOmtio'n*.' Behind and gentle to them 'in 
yOui*- Ibok and manner: Comply in" thingh 
indifFefent with their wishes and inclinations ; 
And dPhtribUte as far as you reasonably ban 
tP'their 'pleasui'es and amusements. 

' Cultivate iii’ them hPt only love to yoUb- 
selVes, ' but ' a ' general spirit of kindness and 
good^piW ^ ' td ' air Within ' their • reach ' Teabh 
'them;' ’deiy'' early, that it is their duty to Ipyp 
their Mlbw-creUtures US themselves, ■ and' ' td 
'do .’tp' 'every '-dUiB 'aa' they would be done' by. 
liead thOm'gfeiltiy to examine thenrielveS" 'by 
this rhle f and ^'wherieyuirl, iU Word Or dedd, 
'th^hreak’iti'try^ih* a kihd Way to Wake them 
'^^b!e*'Wf fbairi'ftiUlt. '* DlligfehtJy iabour'‘t6 

^ Col, iii. 21. and EpHe^. vJ. 4. 
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get the better of their disposition to selfish- 
ness. Selfishness is one of the most rooted 
evils of our nature. Teach them, when they 
see another, especially a brother or sister, en- 
joying any pleasure, to be as glad as if they 
enjoyed it themselves, and on no account to 
be jealous or envious. Accustom them rea- 
dily to give up to each other, to sacrifice 
their own wills and wishes, to take a pleasure 
in doing good-natured and obliging actions. 

You must bring them up to be hind, not 
only towards man, but also to brutes. Little 
children, from mere thoughtlessness, often 
put such animals as fall into their power to 
great and unnecessary pain. Never suffer 
them in pure wantonness to beat a horse, or 
dog, or any other animal. Never permit 
them for mere amusement to rob a poor bird 
of its , young, or to torment and teaze any 
living creature. To see a child for its sport 
hunting domestic fowls, or piercing an insect 
in order to make it whirl on a string, is pain- 
ful to every feeling mind. 

' Be particularly careful to bring them up 
with a sacred regard for truth. This habit 
is of the utmost consequence to their happi- 
ness both in this world and the next. Chil- 
dren when not properly instructed are very 
apt to be regardless of truth. When any 
blame has been incurred, they often try to 
throw it from themselves on some other per- 
son ; to defend themselves by false excuses ; 
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or perhaps to invent charges against those, 
whom they wish to put in the wrong. In 
short, even from their earliest years, they 
are by nature too ready to “ go astray, and 

speak lies.” Even when their wishes or 
their interests are not concerned, they fre- 
quently make little distinction between truth 
and falsehood, and relate events, or give them 
their colouring with little attention to accu- 
racy. 

Try very anxiously to put a stop to these 
had habits. Teach them the hateful nature 
of falsehood in the sight both of God and 
man. When you think that they have done 
any thing wrong, or occasioned to you any 
loss or damage by carelessness, take care lest 
by the violence or severity of your manner 
you frighten them into a lie. By all means 
encourage a frank and open confession, and 
let such confession generally save them from 
punishment; though if they have acted 
wrong, you must try to make them sensible 
of it in a serious though kind manner. In 
all your intercourse with your children, show 
a scrapulous regard to truth yourselves. 
Never deceive them at any time, even in 
their earliest youth. Always be as good as 
your word either in promises or threatenings. 
Do not allow either yourselves or your chil- 
dren to tell falsehoods in joke. A disregard 
for truth in matters of jest, is apt to lead to 
a disregard for it in things of consequence. 

u2 
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’ ’Pfid^j' was, riot 
made'for iciahV'sind ftc>lii^p^^ drid'self- 
conbeft that ‘litAhif of -^ttie bbitiS^,'ahd 'ttiUfch 
of 'th*e misery/ that prbv^il hi* thb tWrldJ'hAH^ 
their' drigih.' ' ■ ’ The adtibb^ of 'St. PteteT IS, '‘ihll 
“‘t!)f you bb^ subject ohe' to anotHei‘,''knd'‘be 
"clothed with huhnility'; fob' ‘God fbSi^eth 
" the proud; and giveth grace toithe hUhiblb 
Endeavour to make your childreii- erifer , ittto 
tl\e spirit of this Scriptural exhotfaribn : 
ihake' them understand, fliat pridb is ‘the pa- 
rent of ill-humour and quarrelling, and too 
often of maKce and hatred; and that' tine 
honour, peace, and comfort, spring from 
humility. m , , 

Connected with this part of the subject is 
vanity of person or drfess. ' Youir children 
should be as clean and neat, as • your circum- 
stUnbes will permit *, but check frdm the be- 
ginning every disposition to finery. ' The 
foolish vanity of mothers sometimes teixipts 
them to indulge theit' children" in a taste for 
dfess, beyond What theif situatibn ih life re- 
quires, or their mean s all on*, ^uch at taste’ is 
in?itur'il in childrert, and 'if cndOiifTaged^ instead 
df being bhecked; ■ Will ‘grow dp^ with‘‘theln, 
and foster a silly levity 'of’ bhin6',‘and*^6b Bto- 
fea'hJy hetray therti ‘ into* 'd^getcrtiis' ' knd' deadly 

'“‘A^ Shop aa thdin tnindk kta' if to 

'll o? 
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reoew^;. it,i .-.i^qdeaypw^, ^vgejritlyi fini]; i gr^uplly 
to ..insti] l;lie i,}>flowfie,dgei,,pf,[>t^ 

trijtJiis (pf r^ljgpp. . pii|?, a^pe^rsi.tp bf!,.p ^7 
ticpftorjj.ipeapf; % t^e exhort^itio^i to 
♦‘tbe^ up iqi the uuftuire aud' admonition of 
“thp,,.Lopd.’’’, fjWhen very yosujig, they ma/y 
be riUMbe itp; )un4orsta»4.. fcbiat they aro fftt all 
times: in, ithe : presence, of God, that he sees 
every iWng thaf they do, a^id hears eyqry 
word, that /they speak;, and that he is disr 
pleased whenever they use any had wprc}^ 
or do. any had ’ actions, i, Whpiva little older, 
you may accustom tliein,;alvyays, to hear in 
mind the n'ccolleption of .the great account 
which they must one day .give before, the 
judgment sf^at pf. Ghrjst, and of the never- 
ending st^te (jither .of; happiness .or of misery 
in w$ich,.,th 4 t judgrneut will place them. 
You yyill qften remind, the^n of . the proneness 
to evil /whiph they, hro.ught into the , wprld, 
and I thnk, , . njahy .actnnl , . transgressions ; 
theyv]wid .dms. ,hp! ' Prepared dp . understand 
their; i |wapt , pf j 3 . . l^edcpmer • and; a , Sanctifier. 
Thip., wfihiipad yon :ih5 explain, th them.tHe 
. pf , I'^dpipptiph. fhy ! Christ, ^ .and 

the,imp^S (W nflnch!iit,Uey .,may, ohtainj the 
help,pf,%tP9Jan(G%t,!iv.,[ / 

.filling, thej5«;\ ).p?ir3y lintPfdhfi 

to God every night and morning. Never 
rest, satined v^th |^jpi,riepf 4 ijdonpf the WjPrtis 
of a prayer, but strive to make them enter 
into the meaning of wfiat they are saying, so 
u'3‘ ' 
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that their hearts and thoughts may really ac- 
company their lips. 

Often hear them repeat parts of the Church 
Catechism yourselves. Try whether they 
understand it ; explain to them its meaning ; 
and carry it into their daily and hourly prac- 
tice. For instance, are they guilty of false- 
hood ? Remind them that lying is one of 
the works of the devil, which at their baptism 
they engaged to renounce. Do they swear, 
or take God’s name in vain 1 Tell them that 
God will not hold guiltless, but will surely 
punish, those who thus break the third Com- 
mandment. And in like manner remind them 
of all other parts of their duty as occasions 
occur. These things you must with kind- 
ness and seriousness impress upon your chil- 
dren over and over again, as they are able to 
attend to them. There must be line upon 
line, and precept upon precept, here a little 
and there a little. It is a care which you 
must never give over. You know the direc- 
tion of the Hebrew lawgiver ; “ These words, 
“ which I command thee this day, shall be in 
“ thine heart : and thou shalt teach them di- 
“ ligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
“ them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
“ when thou walkest by the way, and when 
“ thou best down, and when thou risest up k” 
You are to take every opportunity of im- 


* Deut. vi. 6, 7. 
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pressing upon your children religious truths. 
In particular you must employ in their in- 
struction much of those parts of the Lord’s 
day which are not devoted to public worship; 
Surely it is better to employ the rest of the 
sabbath in this manner, than in careless talk, 
in noisy pastimes, or in listless indolence. 

Much assistance in acquiring and pre- 
serving the knowledge of religion may be 
obtained from being able to read. Most pa- 
rents are properly anxious to give this ad- 
vantage to their children ; but are sometimes 
not sufficiently careful in making the most of 
the opportunities in their power. When 
your children are put to school, take care 
that they are regular and constant in their 
attendance. By frequently absenting them- 
selves, they break into the good order of the 
school, and hinder their own progress. 

When they are taken from school in order 
to their earning something towards their 
maintenance, they should make a point of 
keeping up at home what they have learnt, if 
not of adding to it. I have often been 
grieved to find how soon boys, who when at 
school could read correctly and readily, forget 
what they have learnt, so as hardly to be able 
to get through two lines together without 
hesitation. This evil would be. prevented, if 
their parents would accustom them to read 
aloud for five or ’ten minutes every evening 
after the labours of the day are over. Sunday 

u 4 
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Sclio^k iritty;‘t)e ‘Jjartlctflarly 
ikig up'itlteTT^adin^ tttose/'wh^ gb Id -Work 
'durifig '‘ihe It' indeed' ■'td''yoa'ng 

’people ^of tkis' age arbi'of didst use, 

and tfeeir patents skould' gladly -IJAke ’Advan- 
tage of thern.' It is very degifabld'‘that you 
should prevail on them freqdently to learn by 
heart a verse or two of Scripture. Fdr this 
purpose you should choose subh passages as 
relate to the leading doctrines of the Gkispel, 
or to those duties and those temptations, of 
•which from their situation in life they parti- 
cnlarly need to be reminded 

Lastly, try to keep your children from all 
bad company ; and above all feet them a good 
example yourselves. Children are naturally 
prone to imitation, and are more influenced 
by what they see than by what they hear. 
You can hardly expect them to mind you, 
when you exhort them to keep the laws of 
God, if you habitually break those laws 
yourselves. Let them never see you give 
way to excessive anger or violence of temper. 
Let them never see you overconie by liquor. 
Let them never hear yoU cutse or swear, or 
in any other way speaking unadvisedly with 
your lips. It has been well and sttongly 
saidi “ to give children good instruction and 


€€ 


a bad example^ is but becfcirtiitig them with 
the I head to show them the way"to> heaven. 


* See theii^kcdvn bf kx!(Aat the end of thik Sermon. 
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while we take them by the hand and lead 

them in the way to hell.” To your other 
cares for your children you must add fervent 
prayer for them to Almighty God. Without 
his blessing all your labour will be in vain. 
You must implore him to send down upon 
your children the constant influences of his 
Spirit to assist them in getting the better 
of their corruptions, and in going on from 
strength to strength in the paths of virtue 
and holiness. 

The religious education of your children 
will require from you considerable pains and 
unceasing attention. Such pains and atten- 
tion you will think well bestowed when you 
reflect, that the happiness of your children 
both in this life and the next is at stake. 
Think what you would feel, if in consequence 
of your neglect your children, should grow 
up to be a reproach to you, and a curse to 
themselves ; still more think what you would 
feel, if at the day of judgment you should 
hear pronounced upon them the sad sentence 
of “ Depart ye cursed,” and should be then 
sensible that they might have avoided it, had 
not you neglected their education when 
young. 

If, on the other hand, you so train them up 
in the way wherein they should go, so fix in 
their minds good principles and good habits, 
that through divine grace they never depart 
from them as they grow old, great indeed 

u 5 
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will be your reward : you Will look forward 
W'ith humble hope to their being your crown 
of rejoicing at the last day. United with 
them in humble reliance on the merits of 
your Redeemer, you will meekly stand before 
his throne, and say, “ Behold, I and the chil- 
“ dren which God hath given me 

^Isaiah viii. 18. Heb. ii. 13. 


Note, I strongly recommend to such parents as can 
procure them, tlie Essay on Education, by Mrs. Trimmer, 
(a name not to be mentioned by the friend of children, and 
of the poor, but with respect and gratitude ;) and those 
excellent little books, “ A Practical View of Christian* 
“ Education,” and “ Hints for the improvement of Early 
‘‘ Education and Nursery Discipline.” 

I subjoin references to a few passages of Scripture to be 
learnt by heart by children, and explained to, and impressed 
upon them, by their parents. The number may easily be 
enlarged. 

God the maher and ffreserver of all things^ and every where 
j)resent. Acts xvii. ^24 — 28. Psalm xxxiii. C. Heb. 
xi. 3. Matt. vi. 2G — 30. Psalm viii. Psalm cxxxix. 


Iledemfitwn through Christ. 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. Eph. v. 
2. Rom. V. 6. 8. 1 Pet. hi. 18. 2 Cor. v. 21. Isa. 

liii. 

Necessity of divine grace, and means of 'procuring it, 2 Cor. 
iii. 5. Phil. ii. 13. James i. 5. Luke xi. 9. 13. 


Resurrection and futw'e judgmer^i Acts xxiv. 15. Rev. 
XX, 13. 1 Cor. XV. 51, 52. Acts xvii. 31. 2 Cor. 

V. 10. John V. 28, 29. Matt, xxiv. 3C, 
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Christian practice, &(% Mark x. 13-^16. Eph. iv. 20 — 
32, Eph. vi. 1 — 3. Col. iii. 1 — 4, and 8 — 10, and 
12—17. Gal. V. 14, and 22—26. Titus ii. 11—14, 
and iii. 1 — 7. Heb, xii. 5 — 11. Rom. xii. 1 — 3, and 
9 — 11. Rom. xiii. Rom. vi. 1 Cor. xiii. 1 Pet. ii. 
20 — 25. 1 Pet. iii. 8 — 18. 2 Pet. i. 5 — 8. Psalm 
i. XV. xix. xxiii. xxiv. xxvi. xxxii. xxxiv. xxxvii. xiii. 
xlvi. li. xc. ci. ciii. civ. cvii. cxix. 



SERMON XXX. 


DUTY OF CHILDREN. 


Ephes. vj. 1, 2. 

Children, obey your in the Lord: for this is 

right. Honour thy father and inp^ther: which is the 
first commandment with promise. ' 

One of the earliest* duties which man is 
called upon to perform after he comes into 
the world, is the duty which he owes to his 
parents , — to those who, under Providence, 
have been the authors of his being, the occa- 
sion of his coming into life. And as this is 
one of the first duties in point of time, so is 
it also one of the first in point of dignity and 
importance. In the Ten Commandments it 
stands at the head of the laws of the second 
table, and is spoken of by St. Paul in the 
text as being the first commandment with 
promise. 

It will, I think, generally be found, that 
in proportion as the dui|r to parents is at- 
tended to, most other duties also will be 
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diligently observed; and that where this is 
neglected, the neglect is accompanied by 
a disregard of most other parts of moral 
obligation. In other words, those who have 
grown up in habits of love, respect, and 
obedience to their parents, generally turn out 
good neighbours, good subjects, and, hu- 
manly speaking, good men. On the other 
hand, those who have been disobedient to 
parents, and without the proper natural af- 
fection towards them, are too often to be 
ranked with the worst of characters, with 
those who are haters of God, and are filled 
with all unrighteousness and wickedness. 

The word, by which the -duty to parents 
is expressed, both in the Ten Command- 
ments and in the text,, is honour; “Honour 
“ thy father and thy mother.” Under this 
general term we are required to love, honour, 
and succour them ; to fulfil, in short, all those 
instances of duty, which from the word of 
God, and from the nature of the relation 
W'hich subsists between them, we find to be 
due from children to their parents. 

In the first place, children are to love their 
parents. This we are taught by the very 
frame and constitution of our being, which 
naturally disposes, not only men, but, for a 
time, most of the dumb animals also, to love 
those who have given them birth. And 
there is great real^n why it should be so. 
For, not to dwell upon the consideration. 
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that it is to your parents that, under Provi- 
dence, you are indebted for your being, if 
you reflect upon the numberless benefits 
which each of you has received from them, 
and the many anxieties which they have un- 
dergone for your sake ; if you consider how 
they watched over you with unwearied at- 
tention during the helplessness of infancy, 
how they supplied you with food and rai- 
ment and ministered to all your wants, how 
they denied themselves many innocent gra- 
tifications, perhaps deprived themselves oc- 
casionally even of food, that their children 
might have enough ; — if you lay these things 
to heart you surely must acknowledge, that 
every feeling and expression of love which 
you can possibly show is little enough in 
return for such unceasing kindness. 

Where this love really exists it will go 
a great way towards ensuring the fulfilment 
of all the other duties which children owe to 
their parents. It will, for instance, tend to 
render them obedient, and to make their obe- 
dience willing and cheerful, instead of being 
constrained and sullen. Obedience to parents 
is strongly inculcated in the holy Scriptures. 
Not only does the fifth Commandment en- 
join you to honour your father and mother, 
of which honour obedience is a principal 
part, — but St. Paul says expressly in the 
text, " Children, obey your parents in the 
" Lord, for this is right and again to the 
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Colossians, ^‘Children obey your parents in 
“ all things : for this is well-pleasing unto the 
Lord.” Every one must immediately see 
that this duty is founded upon the strongest 
and clearest reason. Children for many 
years are altogether incapable of governing 
themselves in the slightest degree ; even 
when they grow older, and their reason 
begins to unfold itself, they still, if left to 
themselves, would be led almost entirely by 
their own appetites, and passions, and fan- 
cies, and it is absolutely necessary that they 
should be guided and controlled by wiser 
heads than their own. Their parents not 
only have more experience in the world, but 
must be supposed to have their children’s 
welfare at heart, and to be guided by a view 
to their best interest, when they check and 
control them by that authority with which 
God has invested them. Happy would it be 
for the children, happy for the parents, and 
happy for the world at largo, if this authority 
were more frequently and steadily exercised. 
Children naturally like to have their own 
way; and many parents, either from a mis- 
taken fondness, or in order to save themselves 
trouble, suffer them to do as they like, to 
walk after the desires of their hearts and the 
sight of their own eyes. The consequence 
too often is, that the children grow up to be 
the grief and reproach of their parents, a 
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misery to themselves, and the pests of so- 
ciety. * 

My object now, however, is to enforce the 
duty of obedience upon children. “You are 
to obey,” St. Paul says, “ in all things 
— in all things, that is, which are allowed by 
the laws of God, or the laws of the land. 
If, indeed, a parent should unhappily bid a 
child do any thing plainly and decidedly 
contrary to the divine law, here God must 
be obeyed rather than man. And if, when 
the reason of a young person is considerably 
matured, a parent should enjoin any thing, 
which would in the opinion of judicious 
persons be likely to render . life unhappy, a 
respectful refusal may be lawful. Generally 
speaking, however, obedience to parents is 
the clear and positive duty of their offspring, 
not only until the age of twenty-one years, 
when the laws of their country allow them to 
act for themselves, but, to a certain degree, 
as long as they live. The punishment of 
disobedient children under the Mosaic law — 
which, you will remember, proceeded from 
God himself — was most dreadful. “ If a 
“man have a stubborn and rebellious son, 
“which will not obey the voice of his father, 
** or the voice of his mother, and that, when 
“ they have chastened him, will not heai’ken 
“ unto them ; then shall his father and his 
“ mother lay hold on him, and bring him 
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“out unto the elders of his city, atjd unto 
“ the gate of his place ; And they shall say 
“ unto the elders of his citv. This our son is 
“stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey 
our voice ; he is a glutton and a drunkard. 
And all the men of his city shall stone him 
“ with stones, that he die In the same 
book it is said, “Cursed be he that setteth 
“ light by his father or his mother. And all 
“ the people shall say. Amen 

Whatever alteration maturity of years and 
understanding may make in some cases with 
regard to obedience, it makes none in the 
respect and reverence which are due to pa- 
rents as long as they live. -Indeed it seems 
not impossible that some feelings of this na- 
ture may find place even alter this life is 
over. In a future state, indeed, all human 
distinctions will have ceased, and the spirits 
of the just made pei'fect “ neither marry nor 
" are given in marriage but it seems to me 
that a filial feeling of respect may even then 
continue, and add to the happiness of both 
children and parents, who meet in the realms 
of bliss. 

Most earnestly do I exhort all who have 
parents, to treat them always with the ut- 
most deference and respect, and to nourish 
in their bosoms an habitual feeling of filial 
reverence. Never allow yourselves to be- 


^ Deut. xxi. IS. 


^ Deut. xxvii. 16, 
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have towards them, or to speak to them, in 
a slighting or disrespectful manner. Parents 
should for their children’s sake, if not for 
their own, immediately check any approach 
to behaviour of this nature ; but even if they 
weakly permit it, let not children so take ad- 
vantage of their indulgence, as to lose the 
feeling of honour and respect. This feeling 
will induce you to listen to their admonitions 
and advice with attention, and to receive 
their reproofs with meekness. If they should 
be led into any hastiness of speech, any 
warmth or intemperance of language, you 
must bear with them, not answering again, 
or not answering but with submission and 
respect. If your parents have their failings 
and imperfections, whether arising from the 
infirmities of age or from natural character, 
you should be very backward to observe 
them; and if you cannot help seeing them, 
must conceal them carefully from the eyes 
of the world. Bad indeed must be the heart, 
and most depraved both the feelings and the 
understanding of that man, who can be 
guilty of exposing to others the weaknesses 
of a parent, or of treating them as a matter 
of jest or ridicule. “ Glory not in the dis- 
honour of thy father ; for thy father’s dis- 
" honour is no glory unto thee Most men 
who are governed by the common feelings 


^ Ecclus. iii. 10. 
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of nature, agree in looking upon such beha- 
viour with abhorrence and disgust; and it 
appears to fall under the awful censure ex- 
pressed in the book of Proverbs, “ The eye 
“ that mocketh his father, and despiseth to 
“ obey his mother, the ravens of the valley 
shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall 
** eat it 

Another important part of the duty to 
parents is that of affording them relief and 
mjyport if they are reduced to want it. This 
is comprehended in the term honour ; for 
thus our Saviour explains the word in his 
reproof of the Pharisees for making this com- 
mandment of none effect through their tra- 
dition ; “ God commanded,” says he, “ Ho- 
"nour thy father and mother; — but ye say. 
Whosoever shall say to his father or his 
mother, it is a gift, by whatsoever thou 
" mightest be profited by me — that is, 
what should have relieved you, I have de- 
voted to religious purposes ; — whosoever 
shall say thus, “and honour not his father 
or his mother, he shall be free Or, as it 
is in St. Mark, “Ye suffer him no more to 
“ do ought for his father or his mother 
In several other passages of Scripture the 
term honour appears to bear the same mean- 
ing. 

The laws of this country require those who 


* Prov. XXX. 17. * Matt. xv. 4, 5, 6. ’ Mark vii. 12. 
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are able, to provide subsistence for their pa- 
rents when reduced to poverty, and the voice 
of nature and of God speaks the same lan- 
guage. As parents supplied the wants of 
their children during the helplessness of 
infancy, so their children, in return, should 
minister to their necessities during the fee- 
bleness and infirmities of old ago. Their 
feelings of love, and gratitude, and respect, 
forbid them to leave a father or a mother 
exposed to distress, if they can remove it. 
They should exert themselves to procure 
comforts for their parents, and never allow 
them to become a burden to others if they 
are able to prevent it. St. Paul directs that 
both “childi'en and nephews,” — (which word 
should here be rendered grandchildren) — 
should “learn first to show piety at home, 
“ and to requite their parents ’ ; — to requite 
them, to repay them that care, and attention, 
and maintenance, which they received in 
their childhood. 

In short, children are called upon to suc- 
cour their parents, to comfort and assist them, 
in whatever manner they are able, and to do 
all that they can to contribute to the ease 
and happiness of their declining years. The 
common feelings of humanity enforce these 
lessons. Corrupted as our nature is, yet 
still those who are regardless of the wants 


* 1 Tim. V. 4. 
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and distresses of their parents, are justly 
blamed and reproached by all around them. 
The voice of nature seems to speak the lan- 
guage of the son of Sirach ; " My son, help 
“ thy father in his age, and grieve him not 
as long as he liveth. And if his under- 
“ standing fail, have patience with him ; and 
“ despise him not when thou art in thy full 
strength k” “ He that feai'eth the Lord 
" will honour his father, and will do service 
“ unto his parents, as to his masters ■” And 
a few verses after, “ He that forsaketh his 
“ father is a blasphemer ; and he that angei- 
" eth his mother is cursed of God 

In the Scriptures we have several awful 
instances of disobedient children ; and, on 
the other hand, some beautiful examples of 
dutifulness and filial love. The affection 
which Joseph showed to his aged parent, 
when he wished to nourish him in his de- 
clining years, and the respect with which he 
treated him, ai'e familiar, I trust, to most of 
you. Of Solomon we read, when his mother 
came to speak unto him, that “ the king rose 
“up to meet her, and bowed himself unto 
“ her, and sat down on his throne, and caused 
“ a seat to be set for the king’s mother ; and 
“she sat on his right handV’ Our blessed 
Lord, “who gave us an example that w’e 

® Ecclus. iii. 7. 

* 1 Kings ii. 19. 


^ Ecclus. iii. 12, 13. 
® Ecclus. iii. 16. 
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" should follow his steps,” was dutifully sub- 
ject unto his parents ’ ; and almost the last 
■words that he spoke when expiring on the 
cross, were those in which he recommended 
his mother (whose soul, according to the pro- 
phecy of the aged Simeon, was now pierced 
through with the sword of anguish *) to the 
care of his beloved disciple. 

Let these examples, together with the 
express precepts of the Scripture and the 
voice of nature itself, induce you to be affec- 
tionate, and dutiful, and obedient to your 
parents. Remember the awful judgments 
denounced in the word of God against un- 
dutiful children. Remember that St. Paul, 
in the Epistle to the Romans, classes those 
who are without natural affection and diso- 
bedient to parents, together with men who 
are haters of God, and full of murder, deceit, 
and malignity ^ And in the Second Epistle 
to Timothy, he speaks of disobedience to 
parents, as being one of the signs of the 
perilous times which should come in the last 
days, when men should be proud, blasphe- 
mous, without natural affection, and de- 
spisers of those that are good\ God grant 
that we may not be called to see such un- 
happy signs of the times ! 

If in time past any of you have been un- 


^ Luke ii. 51. 

“ Rom. i. 29, 30, 


* Luke ii. 35, 

‘ 2 Tim. iii. 2, 3. 
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mindful of the duty which you owe to your 
parents, confess your sinfulness to God with 
shame and confusion of face. There are, 
perhaps, few kinds of sin, which, when the 
heart is rightly affected, will occasion deeper 
shame or more sincere contrition. Implore 
the forgiveness of God, through the merits 
and atonement of his Son ; and if you still 
have opportunity, endeavour to make amends 
to your parents for your past transgressions 
by redoubled attention and affection. Com- 
ply as far as you possibly can with all their 
wishes; receive their admonitions with re- 
spect ; kindly minister to their wants ; and 
bear patiently with their failings and infir- 
mities. In earnest prayer seek the aid of 
the Holy Spirit to enable you to fulfil these 
duties as you ought to fulfil them ; and ever 
bear in mind, that the best feelings of na- 
ture, the common judgment of mankind, and 
the express and solemn precepts of the word 
of God, all concur in requiring you to love, 
honour, and succour your father and mother. 


The ChiUVs Prayer for Parents. 

(From Jenks.) 

O Lord, my heavenly Father, I humbly beg thy blessing, 
grace, and mercy upon my parents. Cast them not away 
in the time of old age, forsake them not when their strength 
faileth them; but have compassion on their infirmities, 
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and help them in all their weakness. O remember not 
against them any of their former iniquities ; but according 
to thy mercy remember them for thy goodness sake in 
Christ Jesus. Grant that true wisdom may ever be with 
them ; that their hoary headp be found in the way of 
righteousness, and their souls be ever precious in thy sight. 
Let goodness and mercy follow them all the days of their 
life ; and tlie longer they live in this world, make them still 
the readier to die, and the fitter to live with thee in life 
eternal. Be thou their guide until death ; in death their 
support and comfort : and when all on earth shall fail 
them, be thou the strength of their hearts and their por- 
tion for ever, through Jesus Christ. 



SERMON XXXI. 


DUTY OF MASTERS. 


Col. iv. 1. 

Masters, give unto your servants that which is just 
and equal ; knowing that yc also, have a Master in 
heaven.*' 

The distinction of the several ranks in so- 
ciety, by which some men have a certain, 
degree of pre-eminence and authority over 
others, appears to be founded in the original 
constitution of nature, and must have ex- 
isted almost from the beginning of the world. 
As such, it is not set aside, but rather con- 
firmed and strengthened by the Christian 
religion. The authority of masters over 
servants in particular, is, by that religion, 
expressly established for the mutual conve- 
nience and advantage of both. 

But, though invested with this authority, 
masters are never to forget that the distinc 
tion between them and their servants is but 
for a short time, and that in every thing 
53 X 
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essential they are equals; the work of the 
same Creator, children of the sa/we.forefather, 
purchased by the same Redeemer, and heirs 
of the same immortality with themselves. 
If tempted to look down upon their servants 
with any feeling of insolence and pride, they 
should say with Job, “ Did not he that made 
me in the womb make them ? and did not 
one fashion us in the womb ' ?” Or they 
may check the unchristian emotion, by look- 
ing forward to that place where all human 
distinctions will cease, where they shall 
equally mouldeSt into dust: — that place of 
which it is said, the small and great are 
“ there ; and the serv'ant is free from his 
master 

great principle from which, in this 
and li every thing else, our conduct ought 
to proceed, is love ; — that love which in- 
duces a man to look upon every one as a 
brother, to love his neighbour as himself ; — 
and the great rule by which in this and 
every other relation between man and man, 
our conduct ought to be regulated, is, to do 
to others as we would in reason wish others 
to do unto us. A master, Ipr instance, 
should in supposition, put himself in his 
servant’s place, and consider, — not what he 
might unreasonably wish for, — ’Uot what the 
spirit - of ill-humour, or idleness, or self-in- 


^ Job xxxi. 15. 


’ Job iii. 19. 
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dulg^mce, ftiigbf! lead him to desite, — ^but 
what in reason and fairness he would have a 
right to expect ; and let him take care that 
he behaves to his servant as he would him- 
self reasonably wish to be treated in the same 
situation. Let him require from his servant 
nothing, which, if in his place, he would him- 
self think unreasonable ; and let him never 
be guilty towards him of language or be- 
haviour, of which, in such circumstances, he 
would feel that he had a right to complain. 

I would here observe by the way, that, 
under the general term Servant, 1 would 
comprehend all those, who, for whatever 
length of time, whether for a day, for a week, 
or for a year, and for whatever considera- 
tion, whether wages or maintenance, qr in- 
struction, are engaged to work for arfbther 
person. 

Influenced by the principle of looking 
upon every man as a brother, of doing as he 
would be done by, a master will of course 
take care to comply with the precept in the 
text, and give unto his “ servants that which 
" is just and equal.” It is not necessary to 
point out th* precise difference between the 
two terms of just and equal; perhaps none 
was intended by the Apostle. If any was 
intended, — under the iexmjust, we may un- 
derstand whatever is due to a servant in 
strict justice, by the terms of his hiring, or 
the acknowledged laws of the country; and 
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under the esipression that which ' is equeA, we 
should understand whatever he hasitt right to 
expect in fairness and > equity, thfafugh' hot the 
subject of an express agreement; ■ i ; ' < 
Under the hrst term — that which \%jiist 
— will be included the payment of wages 
when they become due ; — provided,' that is, 
that the servant is anxious so to receive 
them ; for if a servant or labourer is willing 
that payment should be delayed, it is evident 
that no injury is done to him by the delay. 
When, however, a servant is anxious to re- 
ceive the money due to him, and it still is 
withheld, especially where it is withheld for 
a long time, the precept in Deuteionomy 
should be remembered ; “ Thou shalt not 
oppress an hired servant that is poor and 
“ needy : — At his day thou shalt give him his 
“ hire, neither shall the sun go down upon 
" it ; for he is poor, and setteth his heart 
upon it : lest he cry against thee unto the 
“ Lord, and it be sin unto thee'.” The de- 
nunciation in Jeremiah also should be called 
to mind, “ Woe unto him' — that usoth bis 
neighbour’s service without wages, and 
*'giveth him not for his work ®.V* " Behold,” 
sa)^s St. James, “the hire of' the iabonrers 
“ who* have reaped doWn'^your "fields,* Which 
“is of you kept hack' *by fraud;* 'Cvleth't and 
“ the dries ' of 'them' which have * reaped "dirb 


^ Dent. xxiv. 14, f ^ * Jer. xxii. 13. 
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^f.'/euter^ \ii#o , the\ .the Ijord <af 

f‘t Sa,baotil^<”i ;i ‘1 . ■'••■I'.i!---' (';Vr'' ;I'.. f'i'u:';- 

;ir(}/V*ml fopi/tbfe same reason* where sufficient 
maintenance was. part ;of the . agreemenfc, the 
precept in the test requires tte master to pro- 
vide his tservant with a.SufficieMcy of food, how- 
ever plain sand simple ; such as in the like situ- 
ation he. would himself think he had reason to 
expect.. 

indeed, in every part of . his conduct; he 
will make the real .good, and the reasonable 
comfort of his servants the objects af his 
attention and care. Though he ought not 
toi give way to their unreasonable fancies or 
desires, — thdugh he will not encourage or 
indulge' them in idleness, which would be 
hurtful to them as well as to himself,; — yet 
neither will he require from them more work 
than they are well able to perform, and will 
take care that he does not render their sfeite 
painful and galling to them by unnecessary 
harshness of behaviour. Some persons, foom 
-a defect of temper, which has not been cor- 
irected or subdued, either by their own exer- 
tions, or by. the grace of God, are in the habit 
of' constantly finding fault with, their servants, 
and of nevert appearing satisfied.; , A very little 
reflexion ! upon i. what they would thiemselves 
feel would tell them how . irksome and wearing 
this must be to those who are the objects of 


’ -Jaineg v. 4i 
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their impatient htimour. A very little reflexion 
Would make them feel ashamed of thus giving 
way to a hastiness of manner, which gives pain 
not only to their servants, but to all who witf 
ness it. 

There are also, I am afraid, some men 
in the world, who are fond, as they express 
themselves, of showing their authority ; men, 
who enforce their orders to their servants 
with violence and threatening, and seldom 
find fault with or reprimand them without 
menaces and abuse; who oftentimes employ 
oaths and imprecations. Indeed, in every 
way, like the Egyptian taskmasters of old, 
they seem to exult in making their servants 
serve with rigour.” Such conduct, as it 
generally proceeds either from a violent 
overbearing temper, or from mere littleness 
of mind, so it answers but ill, even in a 
worldly point of view, as it has a tendency 
to make those who are guilty of it secretly 
disliked and despised. It is most decidedly 
contrary to the profession of a Christian ; for 
St. Paul expressly enjoins masters to forbear 
threatening^. They may, and they ought, 
to be firm and steady with their servants; 
they may enforce obedience to their lawfifl 
commands, and, where their SCTvants - are in 
feult, may admonish, may rebi&e them^ or> 
if necessary; may punish them as' tha law 



D^ity ej^ Muster* 463 

allows ; but always' with caltioness apdmodet 
ration, like one who bears towards them no 
ill' will, like m a fa<ther would reprimand or 
punish his children.^ 

And, while a master, who is desirous of 
acting suitably to his Christian profession^ 
is anxious to the utmost of his power to 
promote the temporal comfort and temporal 
welfare of his servants, he will be still more 
anxious to set forward their eternal welfare. 
In his own conduct he will endeavour to 
give them an example of all Christian vir- 
tues ; and will never suffer them to sin 
against God without admonition or reproof, 
- — unless, when he has strong reason to fear 
that such admonition or reproof would be 
ineffectual, and thrown away upon them. If 
they are ignorant, and destitute of religious 
knowledge, as is too often the case, he will, 
as he judges most expedient, either instruct 
them himself by word of mouth, or take care 
that they are properly instructed by others, 
or lend them useful books by which they may 
instruct themselves. He will, if the circum- 
stances of his family permit it, regularly call 
them to join in &mi!y prayer to God;. and 
on the I^rd!s day especially, will not only 
take care to allow them as large a. part of it 
as possible. , tor reading and religious exer- 
cises,. hut will also require them to be pre- 
sent regularly at the public worship of God, 
and to pay due attention to the instructions 

X 4 
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of the ministep; i llhis attention t<^i!famil}r 
religion ' is recommended 1 1 in Scriptone ^ both 
by preoept and- exam^lp.) ■t*^ iiikiM3W-'hiinii>” 
says the: Almighty of Abir^hahny '^^ that he will 

connnand' his children, )and his household 
** after him, and they shall keep the way of 
“ the Lord, to ido justice and i judgment 
The noble resolution of Joshua is 'WeUknoiwn, 

As for me and- my. house, 'we will . serve the 
“ LordV' ' 

Such are> the duties-—! ought, p^haps, 
rather to say, sotne of the duties — which masters 
owe to their servants. • The performance of 
them may be enforced by a variety of motives. 
Such performance would tend not- a little to 
advance the peace and comfort of families, and 
masters would find their own worldly interests 
and the care and quiet of their lives greatly 
promoted by it. It is enforced, however, still 
more strongly by the principles of our holy 
religion. 

Allow me to repeat the consideration, which 
I mentioned at the beginning of this discourse. 
In all cases we should do as we would be done 
by. Put yourselves in the place of your ser- 
vants: suppose that by change of circum- 
stances you were actually to be reduced to 
their state, and think what you would then 
have a right to expect. Think how you 
would endure to be treated with violence or 


* Gen. xviii. 19. 


* Joshua xxiv. 15. 



idontompt-^b f 1 ba i assailid wdthi ftfeareataniiig, 
;a)»d carad^ji enild itnp(pet>atiami( < > If y(i>Uifeedjl .as 
y«mlsu«el5r4ii4st feelyitot it wbukl rewderiyoiat 
^tuatioAiti life ’doubly/irksornerand galMng/ lie 
not' guilty of such behaviour ’'towards "your 
'seryantsv : ! -i ■ ":i- ■ ’ ‘ ;!>• 

Consider too^tthat an humble and low rank 
in’ 'life.lhas been ennobled by being bocneuby 
the Saviour of the world. He took upon Mm 
the form of a servant, he performed . the 
humblest offices, and came not to be rr&tmtered 
-MwjJo as a master, but to mmister as n servant;. 
Let this consideration incline you to regard 
such a situation in life with respect. Reflect 
also that the meanest serA aht has as great an 
interest in the death and mediation of Christ, 
as the highest monarch ; that he is equally 
invited to partake of divine grace, is equally 
admissible to the highest glories in heaven; 
and will there be exalted above you, if he is 
more holy than you. Take heed, therefbrei, 
that you despise not your poor bnothei*^ for 
.whom Christ: died, because his rank is IomI, 
because his condition. in life is that of iiiseai* 

■vant..''- . ' ^ V-" 

tfThet great-. argument, I, of ’whicb' St. Paul 
nlahesi.’bse to> enfontei upon, .masters the ipet^ 
iarinajnloB'of the duties inoulmbent upon tbsnlil 
ssr/theodouBid^tation itlpit they .have ..alsoj^ei 
masteciiwhosbteyto.is'iipoa themy'hnd 
able to call them to account. Thus, in the 
Epistle /to thie. , Ephesians, he says*/^;Xe mas- 
x5 
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* ters do thift' satne things unto' the»^-*-*do 
your duty to your servants as putKjtually and 
exactly as I have requirM them to ^rform 
their duty to you — forbearing threatening t 
" knowing that your Master alM is in hea^ 
" ven ; neither is there respect of persons 
with him*.* And so again in the text, 
nearly in the same words, “ Masters, give 
** unto your servants that which is just and 
" equal ; knowing that ye also have a Mas- 
ter in heaven.” Ye have a Master in heaven, 
who is no respecter of persons, who considers 
all men as equal, and as distinguished from 
each other only by greater or less progress 
in holiness and religion. The difference of 
ranks and stations is indeed of his appoint- 
ment, but this difference is merely for a short 
time. Those who are invested with any de- 
gree of authority or power over others, in- 
stead of being lifted up by it, or tempted to 
pride or arrogance, should draw from it mat- 
ters of humiliation and fear. They should 
regard such authority or power as a talent, 
for the use or abuse of which they will be 
called to a solemn account ; and should re- 
member, that in proportion as more was com- 
mitted to them, so will more be required. 
This consideration duly impressed upon the 
consdenee, and kept always present to the 
mind, would, through Divine grace, go far 


® Ej(h. vi. 9. 
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towards enforcing the performance of your 
duty in i t^is, and all the other relations of 
life. You ham a MaMer in he<wen; a Master 
who will one day take account, and a strict 
account*, of you and all his other servants. 
Let the thoughts of this induce you always 
to give unto your servants “ that which is 
“ just and equal — that which is,yMsi— that to 
which, ’hy their agreement with you, or by the 
laws of the country, they are justly entitled ; — 
and that which is equal, that which, though 
not due by positive agreement, they have yet 
a right to expect in fairness and equity. Let 
this consideration restrain you from all intem- 
perate violence of behaviour or of language 
towards them ; — above all, from enforcing 
your commands by oaths and curses. Let it 
make you anxious to render them as comfort- 
able as the nature of your service will permit. 
Let it, in short, induce you to seek to advance 
their happiness in this life, and to set forward 
the salvation of their souls in the life to come. 


• THE MASTER’S PRAYER. 

O God, whose providence disposes the several ranks 
and conditions of men in this world, assist me in fulfilling 
all the duties which belong to my station. Enable me to 
walk in my house with an upright heart. Make pie kind 
to my servants, and always ready to give unto them that 


^ Matt, xviii. 23, 
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i;(^hich is just and equal, knowing that I also have a Master 
in heaven. Make my servants truly to fear tliee, and to 
be governed by thy ho^ jawr in difcir bleliiviour both to me 
and to each other. Enable us all faithfully to serve thee, 
and to walk in the paths of truth and holiness, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 



«^ERMON-XXXII^;^ 


DUTY OF SERVANTS. 


CoLos. iii. 22. 

“ Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the 
flesh; not with eye-service, as men-pleasers ; but ia 
singleness of heart, fearing God.’’ 

As the ordinary business ' of the world is 
carried on by the aid of the many various 
classes and conditions of men, so, each of the 
persons, of whom these several classes con- 
sist, is called upon by the precepts of reli- 
gion to do his duty in that particular state, in 
which the providence of God has placed him. 
One of the most numerous of these classes, 
consists of those, who have agreed to give 
their time and their labour for a certain price 
— for stipulated wages — thus contracting the 
relation of servants. Servants are placed in a 
situation of great usefulness, which has pecu- 
liar duties belonging to it, upon the observance 
of which, much of their own comfort and 
respectability, much too of the peace and 


’ This Sermon is also published as a Tract, price Sd. 
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well-being of society in general, is found to 
depend. * 

In the plain advice which I wish to offer to 
those who are servants, I shall endeavour 
shortly to state, first, the duties which they 
owe to their masters ; secondly, the behaviour 
which they ought to observe towards their fel- 
low-servants; and, lastly, the duties which they 
owe more immediately to God. 

The two first of these heads of duty would 
be sufficiently provided for, by your observance 
of the great fundamental rule, of doing as you 
would be done by. If a servant, for instance, 
would put himself in his master’s place, 
and honestly ask himself what he would then 
have a fair right to expect, but little farther 
direction would be necessary to guide him in 
the performance of his duty. Still it may 
be useful to dwell upon this relation of life 
more particularly ; in doing which I shall en- 
deavour to keep close to the exhortations of 
Scripture. 

One of the principal duties of servants is 
obedience. St. Paul requires Titus (and 
through him the ministers of the Gospel in 
after ages) to “ exhort servants to be obe- 
dient unto their own masters, and to please 
" them well in all things In the Epistle 
to the Ephesians he says, " Servants, be obe- 
dient to them that are your masters accord- 


* Tit, U. 9, 
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» 

** ing to the flesh^f’ and again, writing to 
the Colossjans, “ Servants, obey in all things 
" your masters according to the flesh 
These precepts, you will observe, are very ex- 
tensive ; “ obey in all things but still they 
are to be understood, as in similar cases, with 
some limitations. If, for instance, a master 
should order his servant to do any thing con- 
trary to the laws of God, the servant is cer- 
tainly bound to obey God rather than man. 
Or, if the master should require any thing 
contrary to the laws of the land, here again 
the servant not only may, but ought to dis- 
obey him. Again, if the master should order 
any thing clearly and decidedly contrary to 
the original agreement between them, to the 
acknowledged rules and customs by which 
that relation is governed, or to common jus- 
tice, here also, it should seem, the servant 
may lawfully hesitate. In such cases, how- 
ever, he should be ready to suspect his own 
judgment, and backw'ai'd in asserting what 
may be his right. In matters of small con- 
sequence, especially, he will, both as a pru- 
d.ent and as a religious man, bear with many 
things, rather than resist his master’s autho- 
rity. In all doubtful cases, obedience is the 
safe course, the course prescribed by Chris- 
tian simplicity and meekness. Generally 
speaking, his duty is clear, and he is bound 


, ‘ Ephes. vi. j5. 


* Col. iii, 22. 
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implicitly , to obey his master, in ^virtue .^of 
that allegiance which' he owes to his Sa<woar. 
“ I Servant^ be obedient to them that -are 
your masters,”— sayS' St. Paul, as unto 
“ Christ , 

And this obedience you are to pay, not in 
a sullen and constrained manner, as if you 
repined at your lot, and grudged your masi 
ter every service you do for him, but wil- 
lingly and cheerfully. It is natural for a 
good man to take pleasure in doing his duty, 
since he feels, that whatever may be his 
treatment from man, he is doing what he 
can to please God. You ought to take plea- 
sure in doing yours. “ Doing the will of 
" God,” as the apostle speaks, “ from the heart: 
« — with good will doing service as to the 
Lord, and not to men*.” And again. 
Whatsoever ye do, do it heaftilyy as to the 
" Lord, and not unto men ; knowing that of 
“ the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance : for ye serve the Lord Christ 
And this dutiful obedience, you will observaj; 
you are bound to pay, whatever your mas- 
ter’s personal character, or whatever his be* 
haviour to you, - may be. If he is hard to 
please, and in appearance never sati^fiedf; .if 
tashi and rough du his > demeanour ' to* 
wardsi'you,-.:aild his laitguage expressive ^of 
sourness and ill-temper rather than of good 


’ Ephes. vi. 5, 


* Ephes. vi. *6, 


» Col. iii. 2S, 24. 
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still. must. heviek’ treat laim ^th dis- 
respect-^ 'itr (neglect 'his.! cdvriceLP rln cases 
■whece the -.lair allows . lit,);. you- (may!, seek '■in- 
deed another plhce ; but as long as you con- 
tinue in his service, you are bound, by the 
duty which you owe to - Go(^ i-to obey your 
master diligently and , (respectfully. Such is 
the injunction of tlie apostle ; Servants, be 
subject to your masters with .ail fear; not 
^^only to the good and gentle, but also to 
‘^the froward ,” — the froxmrd, those who are 
harsh and rough in their manner; — "for this 
is thankworthy, if a man for conscience 
" toward God endure grief, suffering wrong- 
" fully'.” 

You should attend particularly to another 
feature in the character of a Christian ser- 
vant, which consists m not anstsering agmn. 
There are, T believe, many servants, who 
need to be reminded of the Scriptural direc- 
tion, not to answer again; servants, I mean, 
who make a point of disputing with their 
employers the propriety of almost every 
command or direction; and who, if their 
masters speak to them in the language of re- 
proof or of anger, seem to think that to retort 
upon them, and to answer them again with 
ill language and abuse, is a mark of spirit 
and independence of mind. It is incumbent 
upon all Christians, if they meet with rough 


» 1 Pet. ii. 18, 19. 
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and improper' langa^e, even from ‘ their 
equals, to hear with it in the spirit of meek- 
ness ; but this is doubly the duly of servants, 
who, not only by the general precepts of re- 
ligion, but by the situation of life in whidi 
they are placed, are bound to bear such lan- 
guage patiently, not to answer again *, upon 
no account to render “ railing for railing K " 
Nothing in their master’s conduct can ever 
excuse such language in them. 

There is perhaps no apostolical precept 
relating to the duty of servants more com- 
prehensive than that, which is twice given 
by St. Paul, to serve “not with eye-service 
as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart, 
fearing God To serve with eye-service, is 
when servants or labourers put on an appear- 
ance of activity and diligence while a mas- 
ter’s eye is upon them, and seem then to be 
hard at work; but, as soon as his back 
is turned, indulge themselves in idleness. 
Those, who act thus, act as if they regarded 
men only, and had none of the fear of God 
before their eyes. They ought to remember, 
though their master on earth be absent and 
unable to watch: them, yet that they have a 
Master in heaven whose ejQ is unceasingly 
upon them. They should iremember, tln^ 
t^r time belongs to Mm who pays them for 


* Tit. ii. 9. ® 1 Pet. iii. 9. 

^ Col. iii. and Eph. vi. 5, 6, 



Duty of SermtrtS), 473 

it If they are idle, or waste their time, they 
rob their master of his due, and are guilty 
of positive dishonesty. 

Against another kind of dishonesty they 
are warned by the apostle, when he cautions 
them against “ purloining To purloin is 
secretly to make away with, secretly to steal 
their master’s property, either for their own 
use or for some other person. A servant 
often has many articles belonging to his mas- 
ter within his reach, which he may possibly 
make away with without being discovered. 
If he purloins them, if, without his master’s 
consent, he takes any thing and converts it 
to his own use, he is doubly -criminal. He is 
guilty not only of breaking the eighth com- 
mandment by stealing, but also of a breach 
of trust, which, according to the laws both of 
God and man, greatly aggravates the offence. 
His guilt is much the same, whether he ap- 
plies to his own use what he takes, or gives 
it to some other person. By giving away 
what does not belong to him, he may, from 
unthinking or designing people, gain the 
praise of good nature and generosity; in 
reality, however, he is guilty of gross dis- 
honesty~43 guilty of jowr/otmag-— and of be-' 
traying the trust reposed in him. In short, a 
servant should never take or ^ve away any 
thing in his master’s absence, which he would 


> Tit. ii, iO. 
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BOit equally taJce/otrgiveiawajn ifr.h®' wenrfe'prd- 
ge»t and(loqkihgr;oiu, 1 1 ' /!'iO t.n >:i I’l;;,- 

- i.The;! apostles caiitioiiiiagaansb ipqrloiniqgi 
foliVJwed by arf e;4hoFtatibni<>ta ' sh«w >1'^ ail 
J‘,good: fidelity ►” -lor; faithfuloessi > A) really 
foitj^ul servant, a- servant disposed to show 
qall good; 'fidelity,” will not only be diKgent> 
and industrious, and scrupulously boSnest, tout 
will be desirous of promoting his - master’s 
welfare by all the means in his power. Most 
particularly he will be careful never to tell 
what he hears in his master’s house ; never to 
reveal the secrets of the family, or to indulge 
in idle talk respecting his master’s affairSi 
His master’s property, his- master’s honour^ 
and his master’s secrets, must be all objects 
of his care and attention. 

With regard to your behaviour towax'ds 
your fellow servants, I should advise you, ir 
the first place, to cultivate 'a genei*al spirit of 
harmony and good will. I should say, nearly 
in the language of the prophet. Seek the 
peace of the family where ye dwell, for in the 
peace thereof ye shall have peace No one 
can be ignorant^ how much the condition o 
a servant is . embittered by domestic quarrek 
and disagreements, where the servants in om 
house are divided against each, other* three 
against two, and two against three : - where 
there is such quarrelling and strife, “ there is 


* J«rem. xxix.' 7. 
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^^ confusioa and- every' eyii 'woark V?ij.fSuch ft 
state is not only irksome! 'and; ^painful in ■& 
temporal point of view, but most dangerous 
to the' safety of the isoul. ■ All the exhorta- 
tions' to Christians in generah-^'^ to love as 
"brethren;” to "be at peace among” them* 
selves to "follow after the things which 
^‘make for peace;” “showing all meekness 
unto all menV’ — are particularly to be 
borne in mind by servants. United together 
in one house, you are in that point of view, 
as well as in the higher sense, to look upon 
yourselves as members of one body, and are 
peculiarly bound to cultivate peace and good 
will, and that spirit of charity which is the 
bond of perfectness. You must endeavour 
to love your fellow-servants as yourselves, 
and in all your behaviour towards them to 
do as you would be done by ; strive, in com- 
pliance with the exhortation of the apostle, 
to put aw'ay from you “all bitterness, and 
"wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil- 
" speaking, with all malice ; and be kind one 
"to another, tender hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath 
" forgiven you ®.” Be careful never to give 
or. to take offence. Be watchful (over your 
own hearts arid tempers, and ! never give'Way 
to those emotions jof’i ill-hiu»©iur,.peeviShne&Si 

' James iif. 16. 

* 1 Pet.iii. 8. 1 Thess. v. IS. Rom.xiv. 19. Titus iii.l.' 
“ Eplies. iv. 31, 3;i. ' ' 
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or anger, which oftentimes become a root of 
bitterness, and lead on to variance and strife. 
Instead of giving way to such bad tempers, 
it is both your interest and your duty to be 
kind and obliging in your behaviour, ready to 
perform mutual good offices, willing to assist 
your fellow-servants in their work, and in 
every way to promote their comfort and 
happiness. Never say, either to them or to 
your master, that it is not your place to do 
this or that, but be ready to assist in any way 
that you can. Towards both cultivate an 
humble temper and behaviour. Humility is 
the parent of many Christian graces, while 
pride is the source of much and great evil. 
"Only by pride cometh contention',” says 
the wise man. It is from pride and self con- 
conceit, that most of the quarrelling and ill hu- 
mour, the angry and reproachful language, 
the impatience and discontent, which some- 
times are found in servants, have their origin. 
The lesson which our blessed Lord was most 
anxious to teach, both by precept and bis 
own example, was the lesson of being meek 
and lowly in heart. 

Above all, be willing and anxious, as you 
have opportunity, to set forward the salva- 
tion of the souls of those, who are united 
with you in the same service. If they are 
ignorant, instruct them ; if they are careless 
and inconsiderate, admonish and check them, 

* Proverbs xiii. 10, 
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where you cau do it without offence. In 
every way be desirous of impressing on their 
minds a serious conviction of the awful and 
engaging truths of religion. 

Where there are servants of different sexes 
—in other words, young men and young 
women — in a family, let them remember that 
they can hardly be too guarded in their be- 
haviour towards each other. You must, 
almost of necessity, be much thrown- in each 
other’s way. Take heed lest your state of 
life be unto you, in this respect, an occasion 
of falling. Never allow yourselves in any 
lightness of behaviour. Never utter with 
your lips any immodest language, any of that 
foolish talking and jesting against which 
St. Paul warns you. The consequence of 
allowing or indulging in any improper liber- 
ties, may be most dreadful. If they lead on, 
as they too frequently do, to the deadly sin 
of fornication, the young woman brings a 
stain on her name, which is scarcely ever 
washed away. She exposes herself to con- 
tempt and reproach, and to numberless dis- 
tresses and vexations. The partner of her 
guilt has not only the bitter thought that he 
has ruined a fellow-creature, but often brings 
upon himself a variety of troubles, and per- 
haps an expense which he it unable to pay, 
and which may tempt him to fly from his 


' Ephesians v. 4. 
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country his friends. And,> what is tof far 
more consequence, they have i both exposed 
themseljveft to the wrath , of God, and to the 
punishment of etejaal ifke;' foar they have 
committed that sin, of which it; is expressly 
said, that they which do such things shaft 
"not inherit the kingdom of God'».” it is 
true that this sin, as well as other offences, 
will be forgiven to those who repent, through 
the atonement of Christ, but their repent- 
ance must be deep and bitter; and whether 
they , will repent, iat all is uncertain. And 
even though one party should by. the grace 
of , God be brought to repentance, yet the 
other may continue hardened:; . and how 
dreadful will be the reflection, that you have, 
for the gratification of your appetite, contri- 
buted tothe ruin of an immortal soul! , 

, In the last place, I wish to offer you some 
advice respecting the duties which; you owe 
peculiarly ; ito God, And herei l 'most: ear- 
nestly ‘exhort you, however much .your at- 
tontion,mfey and ought to/be occupied /by the 
r^Viice. ofi your . earthly master,, .newer, ibo forget 
that yoUilhavie la-Master in: heaven,, whoi /is 
.entitled tof(thej4r,sfi!^l8(je in yoraar. ithonghjbs 
iandi-affeetiobB^^ Newferi foatgetifon/ia rttmmeaat 
thnt.(you,i:W«^<‘t--a(it»d'yoa'fcntov notulfow soon 
-;Tttbei ! called •; to • < standi obefojre > rtboi ij udgnoent- 
-geati fofi iGhriHt<pTt-ldiafe you) Jairp ■faa 6 t? 5 miiB>g()on 


^ Gal. V. 21,'and Eph# v. 5. 



Duty of Serbia's. 484 

to San- ietertml i state, eithet' of' li*fpj)i'ftfe*ss 'or 
iinisery ; artd that^;! consdquemtlyy th>* care* 'Of 
•ybiLir soul'is tha oneitfeing ilfeedful,’ iis a'Cdft'- 
certi of ' iaeKpressibly : greater impoirtance 
than>‘any thing else. ■ Some ^ servants, "it* is 
too probable, are ignorant of the fundameiltal 
truths of religion. At your age* and in ■ this 
eountry, 'such ignorance is disgraceful and 
scriminal. In some cases it may, in part, be 
chargeable upon your friends. Might you 
not however have done much towards re- 
moving it yourselves? However this may 
be, endeavour to remove it now. Diligently 
seize and improve every opportunity of pro- 
curing I'eligious information. If your mas- 
ters or mistresses are disposed to instruct 
you, be thankful to them, and let not the 
pains they take be thrown away upon you. 
In short, seek religious knowledge from your 
fellow-servants, from your friends, and by 
regular attendance at church. If you can 
read, often take opportunities of reading the 
Scriptures, and religious books. If you can- 
not read, endeavour to learn ; — not so much 
with a view to the advantage which you may 
derive from it in this life, as from a desire to 
advance in the knowledge and practice of 
true religion. Above all, be regular and fer- 
vent in private prayer. Never rise in the 
morning, nor go to rest at night, without ad- 
dressing yourselves to God for grace and 

Y • 
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help. Implore him to give you all Christian 
virtues, and to guard you against all tempta- 
tions ; — those virtues especially which you 
particularly need ; and those temptations to 
which your state of life is peculiarly exposed. 
Some of you perhaps will tell me, that you 
have not time for these things. I certainly 
mean nothing that I have said, to make you, 
in any way, neglect your master’s business, 
or interfere with the duties of your calling. 
Make the most however of the time and 
opportunities which you have ; and espe- 
cially let as large a portion as possible of the 
Lord’s day be given to the performance of 
religious duties, to devout attendance in 
church, to private prayer and meditation, 
and to the acquiring of religious knowledge. 
Those who are most busily occupied during 
the week may often, while at their work, 
raise their thoughts to heavenly subjects, 
and offer short ejaculations of prayer and 
praise to the Giver of all good things. 

Finally, be ever on your guard against 
pride and self-conceit; according to the ad- 
vice of St. Peter i, “ be clothed with humi- 
lity,” and willing to " be subject one to 
another.” Be obedient and faithful to your 
masters. Be kind to your fellow-servants: 
always ready to help them, and never con- 


' 1 Peter v. 5. 
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senting to lead or to follow them into sin. 
Be humble and pious towards God, and con- 
tinually mindful of that solemn account which 
you must one day give before the tribunal of 
Christ. 

May he who is the Maker of us all, in 
whose sight all men are equal, keep you in 
the paths of true religion, and prepare you, 
through the merits of your Redeemer, to 
hear the gracious invitation. Well done, good 
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord ! 


A Prayer for Servants. 

(Abridged from the New Manual). 

0 Lord, my God, the Creator and Preserver of all man- 
kind, I bless and praise thee for all thy mercies to my soul 
and body. 

1 humbly beseech thee for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
to pardon all my sins. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me ; give me a true faith, and grant that I 
msLy delight in thy commandments, and walk before thee 
in faithfulness and honesty. 

Enable me to do the duty of my place, not with eye- 
service, but with singleness of heart. Keep me from ^ 
reproachful and immodest language, from lying and slan- 
dering, and from all dishonest actions ; make me always 
humble, thankful, and contented, both towards thee, and 
towards man. ^ 
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Bless tills whole family to which I belong, and sow in all 
our hearts the seeds of unfeigned charity ; that we may all 
enjoy the comfort of mutual affection, and of mutual help in 
our several places. ' ^ ^ ' , , 

And grant, that being protected by thy providence, di- 
rected by thy word, and assisted by thy Holy Spirit, w’e 
may be admitted into thy kingdom in heaven, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; in whose holy name and words I 
continue to praj^ 

Our Father, S:c. 



SERMON XXXIII. 


duty of subjects. 


Rom. xiii. 1. 

“ Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God : the powers that be are 
ordained of God.” 


It is one of the excellences of our holy re- 
ligion, that it extends to every part of our 
temper and conduct. Not only does it incul- 
cate piety towards God, and the acknow- 
ledged virtues of humility, temperance, jus- 
tice, and charity, but it enters into the various 
relations of social life, and points out the pe- 
culiar duties which belong to each of them. 

Among the sevei'al duties, which it thus 
enforces upon us as members of society, is 
that of obedience to civil government — the 
duty of quiet submission to the established 
laws and constitution of the country, in which 
the providence of God has placed us. This 
duty is inculcated in many parts of the holy 
Scriptures, but most strongly and remark- 

y3 
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ably in the 13th chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans. 

At the time when St. Paul wrote this 
Epistle, there was peculiar necessity for in- 
sisting on this subject. Many of the Jews, of 
whom there were considerable numbers re- 
siding at Rome, appear to have entertained 
the idea, that having received their laws im- 
mediately from God himself, and having for 
a course of years been governed under his 
immediate protection, they were not only 
exempted from paying obedience or tribute 
to any heathen government, but could not 
pay it without being guilty of a sort of rebel- 
lion against God. It was this notion that 
occasioned the question to our Saviour, as 
to the lawfulness of paying tribute to the 
heathen emperor of Rome. It is probable too 
that some of the early Christians so far mis- 
understood the nature of their religion and of 
that liberty wherewith Christ had made them 
free, as to imagine that it allowed them to 
refuse submission to authority merely human, 
especially when that authority was placed in 
the hands of heathens and idolaters. They 
might . be the rather tempted to encourage 
these mistaken opinions, because the Roman 
emperors, to whom the greatest part of the 
Mforld then known >sr^s in subjection, ; had 
op:i^nalIy acquired their power by , violence, 
exercised it in a despotic manner, and were 
generally in their j^rsonal charnch^TS de- 
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praVed and ' dissolute. At all evrats, tve 
know, that their enemies represented them 
as being turbulent men who turned the world 
upside down, as movers of sedition, and ene- 
mies to established governments. 

Against these mistaken notions, dangerous 
in themselves, and calculated to bring dis- 
credit upon the Christian religion, — to cause 
the word of God to be evil-spoken of^ — St. 
Paul anxiously cautions his converts. Nei- 
ther their spiritual privileges, whether as 
Jews or Christians, on the one hand, nor any 
defects in the personal characters or original 
title of their rulers on the other, could set 
them at liberty to refuse obedience as sub- 
jects. Religion requires quiet submission to 
the established government and laws. ‘‘ Let 
" every soul” — whether Jew or Christian, 
whether learned or unlearned, whether rich 
or poor — “let every soul,” without excep- 
tion, “ be subject unto the higher powers.” 

St. Paul was so anxious to enforce this duty 
of obedience to government, that in the di- 
rection which he gives to Titus, and, through 
him, to all succeeding ministers of the Gospel 
with respect to their public instructions, he 
particularly mentions the inculcation of this 
duty. “ Put them in mind,” says he, “ to be 
" Subject tb' prihcipaKties and powers, to 
“ obey magistrates *.” W e may here remark, 

- ^ »Thusin.^: 

Y 4 
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by the way, that so far is the subject of dbe- 
dieuce to gcvemhnettt from beitig a subject 
which the ministers of i'eligion do well to 
avoid, that it is particularly pointed out to 
theUi by St. Paul as a subject on which they 
ou£;ht to insist. 

St. Paul enforces this duty by the most 
powerful argument, by asserting that it is 
required of us by the obedience which w^e 
owe to God himself. “ There is no power 
“ but of God ; the powers that be are or- 
** dained of God.” 

Civil government of some sort, is not only 
absolutely essential to the peace and well- 
being of society, but is to be regarded as the 
institution of God himself; who, when he 
first created man, intended him to live in 
orderly society, not in savage wildness with 
his hand against every man, and every man’s 
hand against him. 1 say, civil government 
of some sort, for the Scriptures no where ap- 
pear to prescribe any partievdar form of go- 
vernment, or to say whether the supreme 
power should be placed in the hands of one, 
or of a few, or of many. 

If, however, civil government is to be 
looked upon as the ordinance of God, it then 
necessarily follows, as it is said in the next 
verse, ** Whosoever therefore resisteth the 
“ power, resisteth the ordinance of God, and* 
" they that resist shall receive to themselves 
damnation shall be deservedly condemned 
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to ipuuishroi^nfc iit this woyld, aad shfill be in 
danger ojf eternal condenmafcinn in the wprld 
to coine, fosc their disobedience ..tp the divine 
law. , . 1 

The I next verse suggests the great reason 
for which civil government was instituted ; 
“ For rulers are not a terror to good works, 
“ but to the evil.’’ 

Although civil governtnent in its origin be 
of divine appointment, yet its particular form, 
and laws, and regulations, are of human in- 
stitution, and like all human institutions must 
be expected to be full of imperlectious. And 
even, were they not so in themselves, yet 
being admuiistered by such -a weak and sin- 
ful being as man, there will in tlie adminis- 
tration of them be always many faults to be 
found. Still, the general object and tendency 
of government are, the protection of the per-i 
sons and property of its subjects, the encou- 
ragement of what is good, and tire preven- 
tion or punishment of wdiat is bad. Those, 
consequently, who wish to live quietly, and 
to cultivate in themselves and others habits 
of piety and virtue, generally regard govern- 
ment as a friend, and rejoice in the protec- 
tion ajBforded by it ; , while it is an enemy to 
those, whose wishes and practices are evil, 
who would be glad to own no law but their 
own will. As religion is rejected and pj)- 
posed by men, whose sins and vices i make it 
their interest that rpli^oq should he false; 
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so the persons who, in any country, are most 
ready to rise in active and forcibte resistance^ 
to the established government, are generally 
those whose actual crimes, or whose inclina- 
tion to iniquity, make them unable to bear 
the restraint which government imposes on 
them. They are against the laws, because' 
the laws are against them. I say, generally y 
for there may possibly be some exceptions; 
and I speak of violent and fordhle resistancey 
as distinguished from that temperate opposi- 
tion to those by whom the government is ad- 
ministered, which the established constitution 
itself may allow, and which is often useful. 

It is on account of the protection, which 
the orderly and well-disposed — the quiet in 
the land — receive from government, that we 
are in another place directed to pray for its 
preservation. I exhort, therefore, that, first 
" of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
" and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
" for kings, and for all that are in authority* ;” 
and why ? “ That we may lead a qmet and 
** peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” 

" Wilt thou," then, continues St. Paul, “ not 
**be afraid of the power? do that which is 

good, and thou sbalt have praise of the 
" same.” If you do that which is good, if 
you keep your passions, and lusts^ and appe^ 
tites, under the^oontrol of reason and religion, 


^ 1 Tim. ii. 1, 
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and live in obedience to the laws of God and 
man, the government which you ‘hve under, 
so far from being an irksome, r^trmnt upon, 
you," or an object of fear and dread, is to be 
r^arded, generally speaking, in the light of 
a protector and friend, disposed to encom* 
rage and applaud your good conduct : " Thou 
“ shalt have praise of the same.” 

“ But,” says the Apostle, “ if thou do that 
“ which is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not 
“ the sword in vain ; for he is the minister of 
" God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
" him that doeth evil 

It has been argued, and with much force 
and appearance of reason, that it is only in- 
asmuch as civil government is the institution 
of God, and derives its authority from him, 
that it has a right to use the sword, to inflict 
capital punishment. Certainly, the civil 
power should be very backward to use the 
sword, and should never cut -off any of its 
subjects, and send them to that place where 
is no repentance, but with the greatest cau- 
tion and reluctance. The power over man’s 
life belongs to Him by whom man was 
created. He can delegate that power to his 
ministers on earth ; and it appears from this 
passage of St^ Paul, and from other places of 
Scripturei that .he has so delegated it. But 
then, a^ 1< said before, this :powmr is hot to be 


' 4 . 
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exercised except ip cases of apparent p^ces- 
$ity> and irecpursc should ho bad to almost any 
mode of punishment rathei' than to thi^. 

The fear of punishment by humap laws is 
a necessary and wholesprae restraint upon 
those, who are not properly influenced by a 
sense of duty to God. The sense of religions 
obligation, however, is the best and .strongest 
safeguard to obedience. The Apostle ac- 
cordingly continues, “ Wherefore ye must 
“ needs be subject not only for wrath, but 
“ also for conscience sake.” You must be 
subject— must obey the laws of your country 
— not onhj Jor wrath , — not only from fear of 
the temporal punishment to which disobC" 
dience would expose you , — hut also for cou^ 
science sake, from a sense of the duty which 
you owe to God, It is in the same spirit 
that in the book of Ecclesiastes the wise 
man sajs, “ I counsel thee to keep the kingls 
“ commandment, and that ip regard of the 
" oath of God 

The Wiell-known passage in St. Peter’s fir^t 
Epistle ,is VrCiy similar to tips of St» Paul> 
“ Submit ypuysglves to every, ordinance^ of 
fo*^ the (Lord’s s«i,k:e •’<~tf(>r 
&afie,ys^n^v^ex^ |to tflp cousci^tyt^ ip tlte 

Ep^tle to tfle dlpmftns'i:— “ Suhtpjtt yonfq 
“■^yes pvejry ordwjia^po ,pf.rni4n<,j^3i;,4;itd 
‘{,Lp»;dfs wl?nther,il} ,be.jtpitl^ 


^ Eccles. viii. 
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** ‘iirito grtVernorS,! «Mo 'thdsfe 

kihi' for the punis^k'rtifent of 
“ evil-doi^rsv 'arid'*for 'tiie praish- oP'thi^tti tha!t 

'The '’same considei*atiohs also extfeiid'* to 
tha'pa^irient^df' taxes. ' “ For for this cause,” 
cdttfihues St: Paul, “ pay ye tribute alsb; 
" for' they ate God’s ministers, attending don- 
“^'tinually irpon this very thing The right 
of eivil government to receive tribute, or 
faiJtes, arises from the circumstance? of its 
being of divine apjxrintment, ft*om the jU’o- 
tection which it affords to persons and pro- 
perty, from its being a ten’or to evil-workers 
and an encouragement to those that do well, 
from its attending continually upon this very 
thing. Money raised by public tribute and 
customs ought, doubtless, to be administered, 
with the utmost economy. Profuseness in 
the public expenditure is in many points of 
vibw a great evil, and throws blame upon 
those to whom it is to be attributed. But 
the evil will appear the less, when the money 
thus raised returns into the country again, 
and is spent in articles of manufacture and 
commerce, and in finding employment for the 
artisan and labourer. The duty respecting 
public taxes prescribed by St. Paul, is to pay 
them honestly and fairly. " For this cattte, 
« pay* ye tribute also and again, Render 


• 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 


^ Rom. xiii. 6. 



i494 Dnet^cf Sii^ects. 

** therefore to all their dues, tribute to trhom 
"tribute is due, custom to whom custom.” 
In the same manner our blessed Lord him- 
self, when asked whether it was lawful to pay 
tribute to a heathen and foreign sovereign, 
answered, " Render unto Caesar the things 
" which are Caesar’s, and unto God the things 
" that are God’s 

But St. Paul, in the passage before us, re- 
quires us not only to pay tribute and custom 
where they are due, but also to render “ fear 
" to whom fear” is due, “ honour to whom 
" honour.” The office and dignity of the su- 
preme ruler in any state ought always to be 
treated with respect and honour. Whatever 
defects may be supposed to exist in the per- 
sonal character of any sovereign — and from 
defects of some sort no human being is free 
—-still, these do not set his subjects at liberty 
to withhold that honour and respect which is 
due to his office. 

Such, then, appears to be the Scripture 
doctrine with respect to the duty of subjects. 
It requires dutiful obedience to the laws of 
the country in which we live, and a reason- 
able respect and deference for those by whom 
the government is administered. Religion 
does not require implidt and servile subjec- 
tion to the will of any man, however high in 
authority ; or undistinguishing approbation 


^ Matt. xxiK fil. 
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of t|ie me^y^res of any governmeofe; bnt it 
eiyoin^ a quiet submission to the laws of the 
land. I tinay add, that both the spirit and 
th^ precepts of religion would incline ua to 
vibwf the conduct of our rulers in as favour- 
able a light as it is fairly capable of, and to 
make all proper allowances for the various 
and manifold difficulties of their situation. 
At the same time they would check a dispo- 
sition to exaggerate their faults and failings, 
to condemn them without proof, or to impute 
their conduct to unworthy motives. Curse 
" not the king, no, not in thy thought,” says 
the book of Ecclesiastes ’ ; and it is written 
in the law of Moses, “ Thou shalt not speak 
evil of the ruler of thy people Those 
presumptuous, self-willed” men, who " de- 
" spise government,” and “ are not afraid to 
" speak evil of dignities,” — who " speak evil 
of the things they understand not,” — who, 
" while they promise liberty, are themselves 
** the servants of corruption,” are compared 
by St. Peter to “ natural brute beasts, made 
“ to be taken and destroyed®.” In propor- 
tion as self-will, presmvption, vanity, or a 
desii'e to “ walk after the flesh,” in the ways 
of unrighteousness, prevail either in the 
gpyefuors. or,the governed, civil dissensions 
wibi.mpre nnd more increase and multiply. 

* Ecdes. X. 20. ’ Acts xxiii. 5. and Exod. xxii. 28. 

* 2 P€t.ii. 10. 12. 19. 




•They will lead the rulers to be guilty of op- 
pression, and the people to fall into disaffec- 
tion, turbul^pce, and seditiq^. , , j 

Let us implore God by his grace 'to subdue 
these evil principles both in ourselves and in 
others, ami to increase in all parties public 
spirit, humility, meekness, and chai’ity Lcr. 
us ever remember, that civil government is 
not only most useful and necessary in itself, 
but is to be looked upon as the ordinance of 
God, apd that submission to it is a religious 
duty, which we are to pay for the Lord's sake. 
Let us keep in mind the injunction in the 
Old Testament, “ Fear thou the Lord and the 
“ king, and meddle not with them that 'tire 
given to changed” Let us remember the 
admonition of St. Peter in the New Testa- 
ment, “ Honour all men. Love the brother- 
"hood. Fear God. Honour the king 

* See the Christian Duty of Obedience to Rulers, by the 
Rev. R. Wbately. 

® Prov. xxiv. 21. 

^ 1 Pet. ii. 17. See “Christian Politics/' price 6d. 
Rivingtons. 


THE END, 
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